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THE JEWISH WAR. 



BOOK III. 



Containing the interval of about one y ear » 

FROM y£SPASIAN''8 COMING TO SUBDUB THE JSWS, TO THE 
TAKING OF 6AMALA. 



««*>%%'%«««««% «<%«^%% » %%«%%%^ 



CHAP. L 

Vespasian is sent into Syria by NerOj in order to make War 
teitk the Jews. 

§ 1. When Nero was informed of the Romans^ ill success 
m Judea, a concealed consternation and terror, as is usual in 
such cases, fell upon him ; although he openly looked very- 
big, and was very angry, and saia that wnat had happened 
was rather ow!fig to die negligence of the commander than 
to any valour of the enemy ; and as he thought it fit for him 
who bare the burden of the whole empire to despise such 
misfortunes, he now pretended so to do, and to have a soul ' 
superior to all such sad accidents whatsoever. Yet did the 
disturbance that was in his soul pl&inly appear by the soli- 
citude he was in [how to recover nis affairs again]. 

2. And as he was deliberating to whom he should commit 
the care of the east, now it was in so great a commotion, and 
who might be best able to punish the Jews for their rebellion, 
and might prevent the same distemper from seizing upon the 
neighbouring nations also; he found no one but Vespasian 
ec|ual to the task, and able to undergo the great burden of so 
mighty a war, seeing he was grown an old man already in the 
camp, and from his youth h^ been exercised iii warlike ex- 
ploits ; he was also a man that had long ago pacified the west, 
and made tt subject to the Romans, when it had been put 
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2 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK III. 

into disorder by the Germans; he had also recovered to 
them Britain by his arms, which had been little known be- 
fore ; ♦ whereby he procured to his father, Claudius, to have 
a triumph bestowed on him^ without any sweat or labour of 
his own. 

3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances as favourable 
omens, and saw that Vespasian^ age ^ave him sure experi- 
ence and great skill, and that he had his sons as hostages for 
his fidelity to himself, and that the flourishing age they were 
in would make them fit instruments under their father s pru- 
dence. Perhaps, also, there was some interposition of Pro- 
vidence, which was paving the way for Vespasian'^s being 
himself emperor afterwards* Upqn the whole, he sent this 
man to take upon him the command of the armies that were 
in Syria ; but this not without great encomiums and flattering 
compellations, such as necessity required, and such as might 
molufy him into complaisance. So Vespasian sent his son 
Titus from Achaia, where he hadbeen with Nero, to Alexan- 
dria, to bring back with him from thence the fifth and the 
tenth legiops ; while he himself j when he had passed over the 
Hellespont, came by land into Syria, where he gathered to- 
gether the Roman forces, with a considerable number of auxi- 
liaries from the kings in that neighbourhood. 

CHAP. II. 

A great Slaughter of the Jews about Ascahn. Vespasian 
comes to Ptokmais. 

§ 1. Now the Jews^ afiter they had beaten Cestius, were so 
much elevated with their unexpected success, that they could 
not govern their zeal, but like people blown up into a flame 
by their good fortune, carried the war to remoter places. 
Accordingly they presently got together a great multitude of 
all their most hardy soldiers, and marched away for Asca- 
lon. This is an ancient city that is distant from Jerusalem 
five hundred and twenty furlongs, and was always an enemy 
to the Jews; on which account they determined to make 
their first effort ajralDst it, and to rasuce their approadies to 
it as near as possiole. This excursion was led on by three 



* Take the confirmation of this in the vords of Suetonius, here produced by 
Dr. Hudson r — ^' In th^ reign of Qandius," says he, ^^ Vespasian, for the sake 
of Naietssus, was sent as a lieutenant ot a legion into Gennany. Theooe he 
removed into Britain, and fought thirty batttki with the enemy." In Vetp. 
■ecL 4. We may also here note from Josephus, that Claudius, the emperor, who 
triumphed for the conquest of Britain, was enabled so to do by Vespasian's con- 
duot and bravery, and that he is heie styled iht faiktr of Vupanan. 
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who weie the chief of them all, both for strength and 
aBgiicatj-r^Nig|vr, called the Perakk^ Silas of Babylon, and 
bandes thiem, John the Essene. Now Ascalon was strongly 
walled about, but had almost no assistance to be relied on 

inear them] ; for the garrison consisted of one cohort of 
botmen, and one troop of horsemen, whose captain was 
Aiitmiius. 

5L These Jews, therefore, out of their anger, marched 
faster than ordinary ; and, as if they had come but a little 
way, afypvoached very near the city, and were come even to 
it; but Antonius, who was not unapprised of the attack they 
were going to make upon the dlty, drew out his horsemen 
beftNreband, and being neither daunted at the multitude, nor 
at the courage of the enemy, received their first attacks with 
sreat bravery; and whoi they crowded to the very walls, -he 
oeat them off. Now the Jews were unskilful in war, but 
w«re to fight with those that were skilful therein ; they were 
footmen to fight with horsemen ; they were in discwcJbr, to 
fi^t those that were united together; they were poorly 
armed, to fight those that were completely so; they were to 
fight more by their rage than by sober counsel ; and were 
exposed to soldiers that were exactly obedient, and did every 
thing they were bidden upon the least intimation. So they 
were easily beaten ; for as soon as ever their first ranks were 
once in disordo', they were put to flight by the enemy^s cavalry* 
and those of them that came behind such as crowded to the 
wall, fell upon thor own party's weapons^ and became one 
anodi6r*s enemies ; and this so long till they all were forced to 
give way to the attacks of the horsemen, and were dispersed 
all over the plain, which plain was wide, and ail fit tor the 
horsemen ; which ciicumstance was very commodious for the 
Romans, and occasioned the slaughter of the^eatest number 
of the Jews ; for such as ran away they coujd overrun them, 
and make them turn back ; and when they had brought them 
back after their flight, and driven them together, they ran 
them through, ana slew a vast number of them; insomuch 
that others encompassed others of them, and drove them 
before them whithersoever they turned themselves, and slew 
them easily with their arrows ; and the great number there 
were of the Jews seoned a solitude to themselves, by reason 
of the distress they were in ; while the Romans had such eood 
success with their small number, that they seemed to them* 
selves to be the greater multitude. And as the former strove 
zealously under their misfortunes, out of the shame of a 
sudden flight, and hopes of the change in their success, so 
did the latter feel no weariness by reascm of their good fer- 
tupe ; insomuch that the fight lasted till the evening, till ten * 
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thouBand men of the Jews^ Bide lay dead, with two of their 
generals, John and Silas, and the greater part c^the remidnder 
Were wounded, with Niger, their remaining general, who fled 
away together to a small city of Idumea, called Sailis ; some 
few also of the Romans were wounded in this battle. 

8. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews broken by so great 
a calamity, but the losses they had sustained rather quickened 
their resolution for other attempts ; for overlooking the dead 
bodies which lay under their feet, they were entical by their 
former glorious actions to venture on a second destruction ; 
so wheii they had lain still so little a while that their wounds 
were not yet thoroughly cured, they got together all their 
forces, and came with greater fury, and in much greater 
numbers, to Ascalon. But their former ill fortune followed 
them, as the consequence of their unskilfulness, and other 
deficiences in war ; for Antonius laid ambushes for them in 
the passages they were to go through, where they fell into 
snares unexpectedly, and where they were compassed about 
with horsemen, before they could form themselves into a 
regular body for fighting, and were above eight thousand of 
them slain : so all the rest of them ran away, and with them 
Niger, who still did a ^reat many bold exploits in his flight. 
However, they were driven along together oy the enemy, who 
pressed hard upon them, into a certain strong tower, belong- 
ing to a villa^ called BezedeL However, Antonius and his 
party, that they mi^ht neither spend any considerable time 
about this tower, which was hard to he taken, nor suffer their 
commander, and the most courageous man among them all, 
to escape from them, they set the wall on fire ; and as the 
tower was burning, the Romans went away rejoicing, as 
taking it for granted that Niger was destroyed ; but he leaped 
out of the tower into a subterraneous cave, in the innermost 
part of it, and was preserved ; and on the third day after- 
ward, he spake out of the ground to those that, with great la- 
mentation, were searching for him, in order to give him a 
decent funeral ; and when he was come out, he filled all the 
Jews with an unexpected joy, as though he were preserved 
by God*s providence to be their commander for the time to 
come. 

4. And now Vespasian took along with him his army from 
Antioch (which is the metropolis of Syria, and, without dis- 
pute, deserves the place of the third* city in the habitable 
earth that was under the Roman empire, both in magnitude 
tod other marks of prosperity) v where he found king Agrippa, 

. * Sptoheiin and Rdand both agree, chat tbe two dttet here eftecmed greater 
than Aniioch, the metropolis of Syria, were Rom* and Alexandria ; nor ia there 
any occasion for doubt in so plain a case. 
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^th all his f((yrce8, waiting for his cx>muig, and nuurdied to 
Ptolemaifl. At this city also the inhabitaots of Sepphoris of 
Galilee met him, who were for peace with the Bomans. 
These citizens had beforehand tidcen care of their own safety; 
and being sensible of the power of the Romans, they had 
been with Cestius Gallus, before Vespasian came, and had 

E*ven their faith to him, and received tne security of his right 
md, and had received a Roman garrison ; ana at this time 
withal they received Vespasian, the Roman general, very 
kindly, and vadily promised that they would assist him 
againat their own countrymen. Now the general delivered 
them, at their desire, as many horsemen and footmen as he 
thought sufficient to oppose the incursions of the Jews, if 
they should come against them. And indeed the danger of 
losing Sepphoris, would be no small one, in this war that 
y^ras sow beginning, seeing it was the largest city of Galilee, 
and built in a place by nature very strong, and might be a 
security of the whole nation^s [fidelity to the Romans]. 



CHAP. III. 

A Description of Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. 

§ 1. Now Phenicia and Syria encompass about the Galiiees, 
which are two, and called the Upper Galilee and the Lower. 
They are bounded, towards the sun-setting, with the borderi 
of tne territorry belonging to Ptolemais, and by Carmel ; 
which mountain had formerly belonged to theGalileans, but 
now belonged to the Tyrians, to which mountain adjoins 
Gaba, which is called the ciiu of tiorsemen, because those 
horsemen that were dismissed by Herod the king dwelt 
therein : they are bounded on the south with Samaria land 
Scythopolis, as far as the river Jordan ; on the east with Hip- 
pene and Gradaris, and also with Gaulanitis, and the borders 
of the kin^om of Agrippa; its northern ports are bounded by 
Tyre, and the country of the Tyrians. As for that Galilee 
which is call^ the Lower, it extends in length from Tiberias 
to Zabulon, and of the maritime places Ptolemais is its 
neighbour; its breadth is from the village called Xahik, 
which lies in the great plain, as far as Bersabe, from wbidi 
beginning also is taken the breadth of the Upper Galilee, as 
far as the village Baca, which divides the land of the Tjrrians 
from it ; its length is .also from Meloth to Thella, a village 
near to Jordan. 

S. These two Galiiees, of so ereat largeness, and encom- 
passed with so many nations of foreigners, ha%'e been always 
able to make a strong re^stance on all occasions of war : 
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6 THE JEWISH WAB. BOOK III* 

for the>GaliIbttD8 are inured to var from their tD&ii^; .'aaA 
have beea always very numerous ; nor hath thecouatvy beat 
ever destitute of men of courage, or wanted a nuneroils a^t 
of them; for their soil k uniTersally ridi and fruitful, and 
fill! ot the plantations of trees of all sorts, iaaomuch that il 
invites the most slothful to take pains in its cultivation by 
its fruitf ulness ; accordingly it is all cultivated by its inlui* 
bitilnts, and no part of it lies idle. Moreover, the cities ht 
here very thick, and the very many villages there are here 
are every where so full of people, by the richness of their soil, 
that the very least.of them contained above fifteen. thousand 
inhabitants. 

8. In short, if any one will suppose that Galilee is inferior 
to Perea in magnitude, be will be obliged to prefer itbefixre 
it in its strength ;.for this is all capable of cultivation, bhA is 
every where fruitful ; but for Perea, which is indeed-much 
larger in e?ftent, the greater part of it is desert and rouj^, 
and much less disposed .for the production of the milder kioda 
of fruits ; yet hath it a moist soil [in other parts], and pro- 
duces all kinds of fruits, and its plains are planted with trees 
of all sorts, while yet the olive tree, the vine, and the palm 
trees are chiefly cultivated there. It is also sufficiently 
watered with torrents, which issue out of the mountains, and 
with springs that never fail to run, even when the tf^ebta 
fail them, as they do in the dog-days. Now the length of 
Perea is from Madierus to Pella, and its breadth from Phi- 
ladelphia to Jordan : its northern parts are b6unded by Pella^ 
as we have already said, as well as its western with J(»*dan; 
;tlie land of Moab is its southern border, and its eastern limits 
reach to Arabia and Silbonitis, and besides to Philadelphene 
and Gerasa. ^ 

4. Now a^ to the country of Samaria, it lies between Judea 
and Galilee ; it begins at a village that is in the great plain 
^called Ginea^ and ends at the Acrabenne topan^y, and is 
eiltirely of the same nature widi Judea; for both countries 
ajne made up of hills and valleys, and are moist enough for 
agriculture, and are very fruitful. They have abundance of 
trees, and are full of autumnal fruit, both that which gtows 
.wild and that \rfiich is the effect of cultivation. They are 
not naturally watered by many rivers, but derive their chief 
moisture from rain water, of wluch they have no want; and 
for those rivers which they have, all their waters are exceed*- 
ing sweet : by reason also of the excellent ^rass they have, 
their cattle yield more milk than do those m other places ; 
and, what is the greatest sign of excellency and of abundance, 
they each of them are very full of peimie. 

5. In the limits of Samaria and Judea lies the village 
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Anuadiy which Vs aho named Sorceos. This is the noithern 
bcmndaiT of Judea. The son them parts of Judea, if they be 
measurea lengthways, are bounded by a village adjoining to 
the confines of Arabia ; the Jews that dwell there caB it 
Jordan. However, its breadth is extended from the river 
Jordan to Joppa. The city of Jerusalem is situated in the 
very middle ; on which account some have, with sagacity 
enough, called that city the navel of the country. Nor^ in- 
deed, is Judea destitute of such delights as come from the 
sea, sinbe its maritime places extend as far as Ptolemais : it 
was parted into eleven portions, of which the royal city Jeru- 
salcfm was the supreme, and presided over all the heiehbour- 
ing Country, as tne head does over the body. As to the other 
titles that were inferior to it, they presided over their several 
toparchies ; Gophna was the second of those cities, and next 
to that Acrabatta; after them Thamna, and Lydda, and Em- 
maus, and Pclla, and Idumea, and ^ngaddi, and Herodium, 
scni Jericho ; and after them came Jamnia and Joppa, as 
presiding over the neighbouring people ; and besides these, 
there was the region of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and Batanea, 
and Trachonitis, which are also parts of the kingdom of 
Agrippa. This [last] country begins at Mount Libanus and 
^nd tne fbuntains of Jordan, and reaches breadthways to the 
lake of Tiberias ; and in length is extended from a village 
c^ed Arpha, as flir as Julias. Its inhabitants are a mixture 
of Jews and Syrians. And thus have I, with all possible 
brevity, described the country of Judea, and those that lie 
round about it. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Josephus makes an Attempt upon Sepphoris^ but is repelled. 
Titus comes with a great army to Ptolemais. 

§ 1. Now the auxiliaries which were ftent to assist the people 
of Sepphoris, being a thousand horsemen and six tbousaftd 
footmen, under Placidus the tribune, pitched their camp,tii 
Vwo bodies in the great plain. The foot were put into the 
city to be a guard to it, out the horse lodged abroad in the 
camp. These last, by marching continually one way or otfaer^ 
and overruning the parts of the adjoining coontry, were 
very troublesome to Josephus and his men ; they also plun** 
dered all the places that wereoiit of the city's hberty, and 
intercepted such as durst go abroad. On this account it was 
that Josephus marched against the city, as hoping to take 
what he had lately encompassed with so strong a wall, before 
they revolted from the rest of the Galileans, that the Romans 
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would have had much ado to take it : by which means he 
proved too weak, and failed of his hopes, both as to the 
forcing the place, and as to his prevailing with the people of 
Sepphoris to deliver it up to him. By this means he pro- 
voked the Romans to treat the country according to the 
law of war ; nor did the Romans, out of the anger uiey bore 
at this attempt, leave off, either by night or by day, burning 
the places in the plain, and stealing away the cattle that were 
in the country, and killing whatsoever appeared capable of 
fighting, pergetually, and leading the weaker people as slaves 
into captivity ; so that Galilee was all over filled with fire 
and blood : ncn- was it exempted from any kind of misery or 
calamity ; for the only refuge they had was this, that when 
tney were piu*sued, tney could retire to the cities which had 
walls built them by Josephus. 

2. But as to Titus, he sailed over from Achaia to Alex* 
andria, and that sooner than the winter season did usually, 
permit ; so he took with him those forces he was sent for, and 
marching with great expedition, he came suddenly to Ptole. 
mais, and there finding his father, together with the two 
legions, the fifth and the tenth, which were the most eminent 
legions of all, he joined them to that fifteenth legion which 
was with his father ; eighteen cohorts followed these lemons : 
there came also five cohorts from Caesarea, with one troop of 
horsemen, and five other troops of horsemen from Syria. 
Now these ten cohorts had severally a thousand footmen, but 
the other thirteen cohorts had no more than six hundred 
footmen a^piece, with an hundred and twenty horsemeni 
There were also a considerable number of auxiliaries got 
together, that came from the kings Antiochus, and Agrippa, 
and Sohemus, each of them contributing one thousand foot- 
men that were archers, and a thousand horsemen. Malchus 
also, the king of Arabia, sent a thousand horsemen, beades 
five thousand footmen, the greatest part of which were arch- 
ers : so that the whole army, including the auxiliaries sent by 
the kings, as well horsemen as footmen, when all were united 
tomther, amounted to sixty thousand, besides the servants, 
who, as they followed in vast numbers, so because they had 
been trainee up in war with the rest, ought not to w dis- 
tinguished from the fighting men ; for as they were in their 
masters^ service in times of peace, so did they undergo the 
like dangers with them in times of war ; insomuch that they 
were inferior to none either in skill or in strength, only they 
were subject to their masters. 
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CHAP. V. 

A Description of the Roman Armies and Roman Camps ; 
and of other Particulars^ Jbr which the Romans are com^ 
mended, 

1. Now here one cannot but admire at the precaution of 
e Romans^ in providing themselves of such household ser- 
vants as might not only serve at other times for the comn^on. 
offices of life, but might also be of advantage to them in their . 
wars. And indeed, if any one does but attend to the other 
parts of their military discipline, he will be forced to confess, 
that their obtaining so large a dominion hath been the acquis 
sition of their valour, and not the bare gift of fortune ; fof* 
they do not begin to use their weapons first in time of war, 
nor do they then put their hands first into motion, while they 
avoided so to do m times of peace ; but, as if their weapon^ 
did always cling to them, they have never any truce from 
warlike exeidses ; nor do they stay till times of war admonish 
them to use them ; for their military exerqises difier not at all 
from the real use of their arms, but every soldier is every day^ 
exercised, and that with great diligence, as if it were in time 
of war, which is the reason why they bear the fatigue of 
battles so eaoly ; for neither can any disorder remove them 
from their usual regularity, nor can fear affright them out mi 
it, nor can labour tire them ; which firmness of conduct makes 
them always to overcome those that have not the same firm* 
ness ; nor would he be mistaken that should call those their 
exercises unbloody battles, and their battles bloody exercises. 
Nor ean their enemies easily surprise them with tne sudden- 
ness of their incursions ; for as soon as they have marched into 
aa enemy's land, they do not begin to fight, till they have 
walled their camp about ; nor is the fence, they raise rashly 
made or uneven ; nor do they all abide in it ; nor do those 
that are. in it take their places at random : but if it happens 
that the ground is uneven, it is first levelled ; their camp is 
also four-square by measure, and carpenters are ready in 

n numbers with their tools, to erect their buildings, for 
.* ' 

* This deacriptioD of the exact symmetry and regtilarity of the Roman 
army and of the Roman encampments, with the souncUng their trumpets, &c. 
and Older of war, described in this and the next chapter, is so Yeiy like to 
the symmetry and regularity of the people of Israel in the wilderness (see 
description of the temples, chap, iz.) that one cannot well avoid the sup« 
posal, that the one was the ultimate pattern of the other, and that the tactics 
of the ancients were taken from the niles giTen by God to Moses. And it is 
thought by some skiUiil in these matters, that these aocounto of Josephus, as 
to the Roman camp and armour, and conduct in war, are preferable to those 
in the Roman authors themselves.. 

Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



10 rrfiii; jewysh wajl booi: m< 

S. As for what is within the camp, it is set apart for tents, 
but the outward circumference hath the resemblance to a 
wall, and is adorned with towers at equal distances, where 
between the towers stand the engines for throwing arrows and 
darts, and for slinging stones, and where they my all other 
engines that can annoy the enemy, all ready for their several 
operations. They also erect four gates, one at every side oif 
the circumference, and those large enough for tlie entrance 
of the beasts, and wide enough for making excursions, if o&. 
casion should require. They divide the camp within into 
streets very conveniently, and place the tents of the <?om^ 
manders in the middle ; but in the very midst of all is the 

rneral^s own tent, in the nature of a temple, insomucti ihat 
appears to be a city buih on the sudden, with its market- 
pilace, and place for handicraft trades, and with seats for the 
officers superior and inferior, where, if any differences arise, 
their causes are heard and determined. The camp, atid all 
that is in it, is encompassed with a wall round aoout, and 
that sooner than one would imagine ; and IfMs by the multi- 
tude and the skill of the labourers ; and if occasion reqilrti^i 
a trench is drawn round the whole, whose depth is four cubits, 
. and its breadth equal. 

3. When they have thus secured the^mselves, they live to- 
gether by companies, with quietness and decency, as are all 
their other affairs managed with good order and security. 
Each company hath also their wood, and Iheih com, arid their 
water brought them. when they stand in ne^d of .them ; for 
they neither sup nor dine as they please themselves sjhgfyj 
but altogether. Their times also for sleeping, and Hvatching, 
and rising, are notified beforehand by the sound of trumpets; 
nor is any thing done without such a signal ; and in th^ 
morning the soldiery ^ every one tb their centurions,- atrd 
these centurions to their tribunes, to salute them ; with whonl 
all the superior officers go to the general of the whole anrty, 
who then gives them, of course, the watchword, arid other 
orders, to be by them carried to all that are under their com- 
mand ; which is also observed when they go to fight, and 
thereby they turn themselves about on the sudden, when 
there is occasion for making sallies, as they come back when 
they are recalled, in crowds also. 

4. Now when they are to go out of their camp, the trum- 
pet gives a sound, at which time nobody lies still ; but at the 
first intimation they take down their tents, and all is made 
ready for their going out ; then do the trumpets sound again, 
to order them to get ready for the march ; then do they lay 
their baggage suddenly upon their mules, and other beasts of 
burden, and stand at the place of starting, ready to march ; 
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"mhen aIbo tbey get fire ta fheir camp ; and thifl'they do, be- 
coUte it will be easy for them to erect another camp, and 
Aat it may not ever be of use to their enemies. Then do 
the trumpets give a sound the third time, that they are to go 
out, in order to excite those that are on any account a little 
tardy, that so no one may be out of his rank when the army 
marches. Then does the crier stand at the generaPs right 
kind, and asks them thriee in their own tongue, whether they 
be now ready to go out to war or not ? To which they reply 
as often, with a loud and cheerful voice, saying, We are 
ready. And this they do almost before the question is asked 
them ; they do this as filled with a kind of martial fury, and 
at the same time that they so cry out, they lift up their nght 
haads also. 

5. When after this they are gone out of their camp, they 
all fliarch without noise, and in a decent manner ; and every 
one keeps bis own rank, as if they were going to war. The 
footmen are armed with breast-plates and head-pieces, and 
have swords on^ach side ; but the sword which is upon their 
left side is much longer than the other ; for that on the right 
side -is not longer than a span. Those footmen also that are 
thoBea tout from the rest to be about the gener^ himself, 
have a lance and a buckler; but the rest of the foot^^Idiers 
have a spear and a long buckler, besides ^ saw and a basket, 
a pickaxe and an axe, a thong of leather and a hook, with 
provision for three days ; so that a footman hath no great 
need of a mnk to carry his burdens. The horsemen have a 
loo^ sword on their right sides, and a long pole in their hand; 
a shield also lies by them obliquely on one side of their horses, 
witb three or more darts that are borne in their quiver, having 
broad points, and not i^iDaller than spears. They have also. 
)iead-pieces and breast-plates, in like manner as have all the 
footmen. And for those that are choseo to be about the ge- 
neral, tbeir armour no way difiers from that of the hdtsemen 
belonging to other troops ; and he always leads the legions 
fortfi to whom the lot assigns that employment. 

6. This is the manner of the marching and resting of the 
Romans, as also these are the several sorts of weapons they 
use. But wh«i they are to fiffht, they leave nothing without 
forecast, nor to be done off4iand, but counsel is ever first 
taken before any work is begun ; and what hath been there 
resolved upon, is put in e)cecution presently : for which rea- 
son they seldom commit any errors ; and if they have been 
mistaken at any time, diey easily correct those mistakes. 
They also esteem any errors they commit, upon taking coun- 
sel beforehand, to be better than such rash success as is owing 
to fortune only ; because such a fortuitous advantage tempts 
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them to be inconsiderate, while conaultation, though it maj 
sometimes fail of sqccess, hath thi^ good in it, that it makes 
men more careful hereafter; but for the advantages thaft 
arise from chance, they are not owing to him that gains them,; 
and as to what melancholy accidents happen unexpectedly* 
there is this comfort in them, that they had however taken 
the best consultations they could to prevent them. 

7. Now they so manage their preparatory exeroises of 
their weapons, that not the bodies of tne soldiers only, but 
their souls, may also become stronger : they are, moreover^ 
hardened for war by fear ; for theu* laws inflict capital pu« 
nishments, not only for soldiers running away from their 
ranks, but for slothf ulness and inactivity, though it be but xa 
a lesser degree : as are their generals more severe than iheit 
laws; for they prevent any imputation of cruelty towards those 
under condemnation, by the great rewards they bestow: ikk 
the valiant soldiers ; and the readiness of obeying their cqiik 
manders is so great, that it is very ornamental in piece ; bi«t 
when they come to a battle, the whole army is but one body, 
so well coupled together are their ranks, so sudden are their 
turnings about, so sharp their hearing as to what ordens are 
given tliem, so quick their sight of the ensigns, and so nimhle 
are their hands when they set to work ; whereby it comes to 
pass, that what they do is done quickly, and what they suffer 
they bear with the greatest patience. Nor can we find any 

♦ examples where they have been conquered in battle, when 
they came to a close fight, either by th^ multitude of the 
enemies, or by their stratagems, or by the difficulties in the 
places they were in ; no, nor by fortune neither ; for their 
victories have been surer to them than fortune could have 

f ranted them. In a case, therefore, where counsel still goes 
efore action, and where, after taking the best advice, that 
advice is followed by so active an army, what wonder is it 
that Euphrates on the east, the ocean on the west, the mo&t 
fertile regions of Lybia on the south, and the Danube and 
the Rhine on the north, are the hmits of this empire ! One 
might well say, that the Roman possessions are not inferior 
to the Romans themselves. 

8. This account I have given the reader, not so much with 
the intention of commending the Romans, as of comforting 
those that have been conquered by them, and for the deter* 
ring others^rom attempting innovations under their govern* 
ment. This ducourse of the Roman military conduct may 
also perhaps be of use to such of the curious as are ignorant 
of it, and yet have a mind to know it. I return now from 
this digression. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Placidus attempts to take Jotapata^ and is beaten off, Vespa- 
sian marches into Galilee, 

§ 1. And now Vespasian, with his son Titus, had tarried 
some time at Ptolemais and had put his army in order. But 
irhen Placidus, who had ovemin Galilee, and had besides 
slain a niimber of those whom he had caught (which were 
only the weaker part of the Galileans, and sucli as were of 
timorous souls), saw that the warriors ran always to those 
cities whose waHs had been built by Josephus, he marched 
furiously against Jotapata, which was of tnem all the strong- 
est, as suppoung he should easily take it by a sudden sur- 
prise, and tnat be should thereby obtain great honour to him- 
self among the commanders, and bring a ^eat advantage 
to them in their future campaign ; because, if this strongest 
place of them all were once taken, the rest would be so 
affrighted as to surrender themselves. But he was mightily 
mistaken in his undertaking ; for the men of Jotapata were 
apprised of his coming to attack them^ and came out of the 
aty, and expected him there. So they fought the Romans 
bnsddy when they least expected it, being both many in num. 
ber, and prepared for fignting, and of great alacnty, as es- 
teeming their country, their wives and their children, to be 
in danger ; and easily put the Romans to flight, and wounded 
many of them, and slew seven of them; * because their retreat 
was not made in a disorderly manner, because the strokes only 
touched the surface of their bodies, which were covered with 
their armour in all parts ; and because the Jews did rather 
throw their weapons upon them from a great distance than 
venture to come hand to hand with them, and had only light 
armour on, while the others were completely armed. How- 
ever, three men of tlie Jews^ side were slain, and a few 
wounded ; so Placidus finding himself unable to assault the 
city, ran away. 

2. But as Vespasian had a great mind to fall upon Galilee^ 
he marched out to Ptolemais, having put his army into that 

• I cannot but here obMnrc an eattem way of ipealdng, frequent among tbeni, 
but not usual )imoiig us, wbere the word on^ or aUmcy is not set down, but per- 
haps some way supplied in the pronunciation. Thus, Josephus here says, that 
those of Jotapata slew seven of the Roma^is, as they were marching off, because 
the Romans* retreat was regular, their bodies wete covered over with their armour, 
^and the Jews fought at some distance. His meaning is dear, that these were 
the reasons why they slew only, or no more than seven. I have met with many 
the like ezampJes in the Scriptures, in Josephus, &c. but did not note down the 
particular places. This observation ought to be borne in mind upon many occa* 
sions. 
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order wherein the Romans used to march. He ordered 
those auxiliaries which were lightly armed, and the archers, 
to march first, that they might prevent any sudden insults 
from the enemy, and might search out the woods that looked 
suspicioudy, and were capable of ambuscades. Next to 
these followed that part of the Romans which was com- 
pletely armed, both footmen and hcnrsemeo. Next to these 
followed ten out of eva-y hundred, carrying along with them 
their arms, and what was necessary to measure out a ^amp 
withal ; and after them, such as were to make die road even 
and straight, and if it were aoy where rough and hard to be 
passed over, to plain it, and to cut down the woods that hucii- 
oered their march, that the army might not be in distressi, or 
tired with their march. Behind these he set such carriages 
of the army as belonged both to himself and to the otner 
commanders, with a consideraUe number of their horsemen 
for their security. After these he marched himself, having 
with him a select body of footmen, and horsemen, and pike- 
men. After these came the peculiar cavalry of his own 
legion, for there were a hundred and twenty horsemeD that 
peculiarly belonged to every legion. Next to these came the 
mules that carried the engines for sieges, and the other war- 
like machines of that nature. After these came the conu 
mandersof the cohorts, and tribunes, having about them 
soldiers chosen out of the rest Then came the ensigns en«> 
compassing the eagle, which is at the head of every Rbmaii 
legion, the king and the strongest of all Inrds, which seems 
to them a signal of dominion, and an omen that they shall 
conquer all against whom they march : these sacred ensigns 
are followed by the trumpeters. Then came the main army 
in their squadrons and battalions, with fflx men in depth, 
which were followed at last by a centurion, who, accoratng 
to custom, observed the rest As for the servants of .every 
legion, they all followed the footmen, imd led the baggage of 
the soldiers, which was borne by the mules and other beasts 
of burden. But behind all the legions came the whcde mul- 
titude of the mercenaries ; and those that brought up the 
rear came last of all, for the security of the whole army, 
being both footmen, and those in their annour also, with a 
great number of horsemen. 

3. And thus did Vespasian march with his army, and 
came to the bounds of Galilee, where he [Htched his camp, 
and restrained his soldiers, who were eager for war ; he also 
shewed his army to the enemy, in order to affright them, and 
to afford them a- season for repentance, to see whether they 
would change their minds before it came to a battle : and at 
the same time he got things ready for besieging their strong. 
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holds. A^d iodfed th23 (^(ht of the general bn^gbt maiijr 
to repent of their, revolt, ajod put them all into a consterna- 
tion ; for thos^ that wc^e in Jostephus^s camp, which was at 
the city called Garisy not far from Sepphoris, when they 
beard that the war was coone near them, and that the Romans 
would suddenly fight them hand to hand, dispersed them* 
selves, and fied, not only before they came to a battle, but 
before the enemy ever came in si^t, while Josephus and a 
few others were left behind ; and as be saw that he had not 
an army sufficient to ^gage the ^emy, that the spirits of 
the Jews ^vi^e sunk, ^ndlthat the greater part would Drill- 
ingly come to terms, if they might oe credited, he already 
despaired of the success pf the whole war, and determined 
to get as far as he possibly could out of danger ; so he took 
those that staid along with him, and fled to Tiberias. 



CHAP. yii. 

Vespwnatij when he had taken the City Gadara^ marches to 
Jotapaia. After a long Siege^ th^ City is betrayed by a 
Deserter^ arid taken by Vespasian. 

§ 1. So Vespasian marched to the' city Gadara, and took it 
upon the first onset, because he found it destitute of any con- 
8iderdl>le number of men grown up and fit for war. He 
then came into it and slew all the yoiith, the Romans having 
no mj^rcy on any age whatsoever ; and this .was done out of 
the hatred thiey bore the nation, and because ef the iniquity 
they had been guilty of in the affair of Cestius. He also set 
fire not only to the city itseli^ but to all the villas and small 
cities that were round about it; some- of which were quite 
destitute of inhabitants ; and out of some of them he carried 
the inhabitants a» slaves into captivity. 

% As to Josephus, his retiring mto that city which he 
chose as the most fit for his security, put it into great fear ; 
for the people of Tiberias did not imagine that he would 
have run away, unless he had entirely despaired of the sue* 
cess of the war. And indeed as to that p(»nt, they were not 
mistaken about his opinion ; for he saw whither the affairs 
of the Jews would tend at last, and was sensible that they 
had but one way ot escapii^, and that was by repentance. 
However, altliou^h he expected that the Romans would for- 

S've him, yet did he choose to die many times over rather 
an to betray his country and to dishonour that supreme 
command of the army which had been entrusted with him, 
or to hve happily unaer those against whom he was sent to 
fight. He determined, therefore, to give an exact account of 
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affairs to the principal men at Jerusalem by a letter, tbat he 
might not) by too much aggrandizkig the power of the enemy, 
make them too timorous, nor by relating that their power 
beneath the truth, mi^ht encourage them to stand out, when 
they were perhaps disposed to repentance. He also sent 
them word, that if they thought of coming to terms, they 
must suddenly write him an answer ; or if they resolved 
upon war, they must send him an army sufficient to fight the' 
Romans. Accordingly he wrote these things, and sent mes- 
sengers immediately to carry his letter to Jerusalem. 

3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of demolishing Jota- 
pata ; for he had gotten intelligence that the greatest part 
of the enemy had retired thither, and that it was on other 
accounts a place of great security to them. According- 
ly he sent both footmen and horsemen to level the road, 
which was mountainous and rocky, not without difficulty to 
be travelled over by footmen, but absolutely impracticable 
for horsemen. Now these workmen accomplished what they 
were about in four days^ time, and opened a broad way for 
the army. On the fifth day, which was the twenty-first of 
the month Artemisius [<Tyar] Josephus prevented nim, and 
came from Tiberias, and went into Jotapata, and raised the 
drooping spirits of the J^ws. And a certain deserter told 
this good news to Vespasian, that Josephus had removed 
himself thither, which made him make haste to the city, as 
supposing that with taking that he should take all Judea, in 
case he could but withal set Josephus under his power. So 
he took this news to be of the vastest advantage to him, and 
believed it to be brought about by the providence of Grod, tbat 
he, who appeared to be the most prudent man of all their 
enemies, had of his own accord shut himself up in a place of 
sure custody. Accordingly he sent Placidus with a thousand 
horsemen, and Ebutius, a decurion, a person that was of emi- 
nency both in council and in action, to encompass the city 
round, that Josephus might not escape away privately. 

4. Vespasian also, the very next day, took his whole army 
and followed them, and bymarching till late in the evening, 
arrived then at Jotapata; and brining his army to the north- 
ern side of the city, he pitched his camp on a certain small 
hill which was seven furlongs from the city, and still greatly 
endeavoured to be well seen by the enemy, to put them into 
a consternation ; which was indeed so terrible to the Jews 
immediately that no one of them durst go out beyond the 
wall. Yet did the Romans put off the attack at that time 
because they had marched all the day, although they placed 
a double row of battalions round the eity, with a tnird row 
beyond them round the whole, which consisted of cavalry, in 
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order to stop up every way for an exit ; which thing making 
the Jews despair of escaping, excited them to act more 
boldly :• for nothing makes men fight so desperately in war 
as necessity. 

5. Now when the next day an assault was made by the 
Romans, the Jews at first staid out of the walls, and opposed 
theni and met them, as having formed themselves a camp 
before the city walls. But when Vespasian had set agunst 
thera the archers and slingers, and the whole multitude that 
could throw to a great distance, he permitted them to go to 
work, while he himself, with the footmen, got upon an accli- 
vity, whence the city might easily be taken. Josephus was 
then in fear for the city, and leaped out, and all the Jewish 
multitude with him ; these fell together upon the Romans 
in great numbers, and drove them away from the wall, and. 
performed a great many glorious and bold actions. Yet did 
they suffer as much as they made the enemy suffer ; for aa 
despair of deliverance encouraged the Jews, so did a sense of 
shame equally encourage the Romans. These last had skill 
as well as strength ; the other had only courac^e, which armed 
them, and made them fight furiously. And when the fight 
had lasted all day, it was put an end to by the coming on of 
the night. They had wounded a great many of the Romans, < 
and killed them thirteen men ; of the Jews^ side seventeen 
were slain, and six hundred wounded. 

6. On the next day the Jews made another attack upon 
the Romans, and went out of the walls, and fought a much 
more desperate battle with them than before. For they were 
now become more courageous than formerly, and that on 
account of the unexpected good opposition they had made 
the day before ; as they found the Romans also to fight more 
desperately ; for a sense of shame inflamed these into a pas- 
sion, as esteeming their failure of a sudden victory to be a 
kind of defeat. Thus did the Romans try to make an im- 
pression upon the Jews, till the fifth day continually, while 
the people of Jotapata made sallies out, and fought at the 
walls most desperately ; nor were the Jews affrighted at the 
stren^h of the enemy, nor were the Romans discouraged at 
the difficulties they met with in taking the city. 

7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it built on a precipice, 
having on all tne other sides of it every way valleys im- 
mensely deep and steep; insomuch that those who would 
look down would have their sight fail them before it reaches 
to the bottom. It is only to oe come at on the north side, 
where the utmost part of the dty is built on the mountain, 
as it ends obliquely at a plain. This mountain Josephus had 
encompassed with a wall when he fortified the city, that its 
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top might not be capable of being seized upon by the ecie* 
mies^ The city is covered all round with other mountains, 
and can no way be seen till a man comes just upon it.. And 
this was the strong situation of Jotapata. 

8. Vespasian, therefore, in order to try how he might over- 
come the natural strength of the place, as well as the boU 
defence of the Jews, made a resolution to prosecute the siege 
with vigour. To that end he called the commanders that 
were under him to a council of war, and consulted with them 
which way the assault might be managed to the best advan^ 
tage. And when the resolution was there taken to raise a 
bank against that part of the wall which was practicable, he 
sent his whole army abroad to get the materials together. So 
when they had cut down all the trees on the mountains that 
adjoined to the city, and had gotten together a vast heap of 
stones, besides the wood they had cut down, some of them 
brought hurdles, in order to avoid tlie effects of the darts 
that were shot from above them. These hurdles they spread 
over their banks, under cover whereof they formed their 
bank, and so were little cm- nothing hurt by the darts that 
were thrown upon them from the wall, while others pulled 
the neighbouring hillocks to pieces, and perpetually brought 
eartii to them ; so that while they were busy three sorts of 
ways, nobody was idle. However, the Jews cast great stones 
from the walls upon the hurdles which protectea the men, 
with all sorts of darts also ; and the noise of what could not 
seach them was yet so terrible that it was some impediment 
to the workmen. 

9. Vespafflan then set the engines for throwing stones and 
darts round about the city. The number of the engines was 
in all a hundred and sixty, and bid them fall to work, and 
dislodge those that were upon the wall. At the same time^ 
Sjuoh en^nes as were intenaed for that purpose threw at once 
lances upon them with a great noise, and stones of the weight 
of a talent were thrown by the engines that were prepared 
for that purpose, together with fire, and a vast multitude of 
arrows, which made the wall so dangerous that the Jews durst 
not only not come upon it, but durst not come to those parts 
within the wall which were reached by the engines ; for the 
multitude ol the Aralnan archers, as well as all those also 
that threw darts and slung stones, fell to work at the same 
time with the engines* Yet did not the others he still, wheal 
they could not throw at the Romans from a higher place ; 
for they then made sallies out of the city, like private rol>. 
hers by parties, and pulled away the hurdles that covered the 
workmen, and killed them when they were thus naked ; and 
when those workmen gave way, these cast away the earth 
that composed the bank, and burnt the wooden parta of it. 
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together with the hurdles, till at length Vetpasiaxi peroeived 
that the intervals therd were between the works were of dis- 
advantage to him ; for those spaces of ground afforded the ' 
Jews a place for assaultmg the Romans. So he muted the 
hurdles, and at the same time joined one part of the aatasj 
to the olher, which prevented tne private excursioDs of the 
Jews. 

10. And when the bank was now rjaised, and broog^ 
nearer than ever to the battlements that belonged to the 
walls, Josephus thought it would be entirely wrong in him if 
he oould make no contrivances in oppoation to theirs, and 
that might be for the dty^s preservation v so he got together 
his workmen, and ordered them to build the, wall higher $ 
and when they said that this was impos^ble to be done while 
so many darts were thrown at them, he invented this sort of 
cover for them : he bid them fix piles, and expand before 
them the raw hides of oxen newly killed, that these hides^ 
by yielding and hollowing themselves when the stones were 
thrown at than, might receive them ; for that the other darts 
would slide off them, and the fire that was thrown would be f 
quenched by the mobtinre that was in them. And these he 
set before the workmen, and under them these workmen went 
on with their works in safety, and raised the wall his^er, and 
that both by day and by night, till it was twenty cubits higfai 
He also buut a good number of towers upon the wall, and 
fitted it to strong battlements. This greatly discouraged the 
Romans, who, m their own opinions, were alnsady gotten 
within the walls, while they were now at onoe astonisned at 
Joaephus^s contrivance, and at the fortitude of the oitiiens 
that were in the dty. 

11. And now Vespasian was plainly irritated at the ^reat 
subtilty c^ this stratagem, and at the boldness of the dtiaens 
of Jotapata ; for taking heart again, upon the building of this 
wall, thi^ made fresh sallies upon the Romans, and had every 
day conmcts with them by parties, together with all such con- 
trivances as robbers make use of, and with the plundering of 
all that came to hand, as also with the setting fire to all the 
other works ; and this till Vespasian made his army leave off 
fighting them^ and resolved to lie round the city, and to starve 
them into a surrender, as supposing that either they would 
be forced to petition him for meri^, by wani of provisions, 
or if they diould have die courage to bold out tiU the last, 
they 'Vroiud perish by famine ; md he concluded he should 
conquer them the more ea^y in fighting, if he gave them an 
interval, and then fell upon them when they were weakened 
by finnine ; but still he gave orders that they should guard 
against ihm coming out of the dty. 
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IS. Now the besi^ed had plenty of oofm within the city^ 
and indeed of all other necessaries ; but they wanted water^ 
because there was no fountain in the city, the people being 
there usually satisfied with rain water ; yet is it a rare thing 
in that country to have rain in summer ; and at this season^ 
during the si^e, they were in great distress for some contri* 
vance to satis^' their thirst ; and they were very sad at this 
time particularly, as if they were already in want of water 
entirely ; for Josephus, seewg that the city abounded with 
other necessaries, and that the men were of good courage^ 
and being desirous to protract the siege to the Romans longer 
than they expected, ordered their drink to be g^ven them by 
measure ; but this scanty distribution of water by measure 
wiEis deeified by them as a thing more hard upon them than 
the want of it ; and their not being able to dnnk as much as 
they would, made them more desirous of drinking than they 
had otherwise been ; nay, they were as much disheartened 
thereby as if they were come to the last degree of thirst. 
Nor were the Romans unacquainted with the state they were 
in ; for when they stood over against them, beyond the wall, 
ihey could see them running together, and taking their water 
by measure, which made them throw their javelins thither, 
toe place being within their reach, and kill a great many of 
them. 

18. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that their receptacles of 
water would in no long time be emptied, and that they would 
be forced then to deliver up the city to him ; but Josephus 
being minded to break such his hope, gave command that 
they should wet a great many of their cloUies, and hang them 
;about the battlements, till the entire wall was of a sudden all 
\wet with the running down of the water. At this aght the 
Romans were discouraged, and under consternation, when 
.they saw them able to throw away in sport so much water, 
when they supposed them not to have enough to drink them- 
selves. This made the Roman general despair of taking the 
dity by their want of necessaries, and to betake himself again 
to arms, and to try to force them to surrender, which was 
what the Jews greatly desired ; for as they despaired of either 
themselves or their city's being able to escape, they preferred 
a death in battle brfore one by hunger ana thirst. 

14. However, Josephus contrived aiK>ther stratagem be- 
ades the foregoing to get plenty of what they wanted. There 
was a certain rough and uneven place that could hardly be 
ascended, and, on that account, was not guarded by the sol- 
diers ; so Josephus sent out certain persons along the western 
parts of the valley, and by them sent letters to whom he 
pleased of the Jews that were out of the city, and procured 
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from than what necessaries soever they wanted in the dty^in 
abundance : he enjoined them also to creep eeneraily along 
by the watch, as they came into the city, ana to cover their 
backs with such sheep skbs as had their wool u|>on them^ 
that if any one should spy them out in the night time, they 
might be Wieved to be dogs. This was done till the watch 
perceived the contrivance, and encompassed that rough place 
about themselves. 

15. And now it was that Josephus perceived that the city 
could not hold out long, and that his own life would be in 
doubt if he continued in it ; so he consulted hew he and the 
most potent men of the city might fly out of it. When the 
multitude understood this, they came all round about him, and 
begged him, ^ Not to overlook them while they entirely de- 
pended on him, and him alone ; for that there was still hope 
of the city^s deliverance, if he would stay with them ; because 
every bod^ would undertake any pains with great cheerfiil- 
ness on his account, and in that case there would be some 
comfort for them also, though they should be taken. That 
it became him neither to fly from nis enemies, nor to desert 
his friends, nor to leap out of that city, as out of a ship that 
was sinking in a storm, into which he came when it was quiet 
and in a calm ; for that by going way he would be the cause 
of drowning the city, because nobody would then venture to 
oppose the enemy when he was once gcme, upon whom they 
wholly confided."" 

16. Hereupon Josephus avoided letting them know that he 
was to go away to provide for his own safety, but told them, 
that ** he would go out of the rity for their sakes; for that 
if he stayed with them he should be able to do them little 
good, while they were in a safe condition ; and that if they 
were once taken, he should only perish with them to no pur« 
pose ; but that if he were once gotten free from this siege, 
ne should be able to bring them very great rehef ; for that 
he would then immediately get the Galileans together out of 
the country in- great multitudes, and draw the Romans. off 
their city by another war. That he did not see what advan- 
tage he could bring to them now, by staying among them, 
but only provoke the Romans to besiege them more closely, 
as esteeming it a most valuable thing to take him ; but that 
if they were once informed that he was fled out of the city, 
they would^ greatly remit of their eagerness against it.^ Yet 
did not this plea move the people, but inflamed them the 
more to hang about him. Accordingly, both the children, 
and the old men, and the women, with tlieir infants, came 
mourning to him, and fell down before lum, and all of them 
caught hold of his feet and held him fast, and besought liim 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



9S THE JBWIffB WAB. BOOK III. 

wkh ^reat kuncntBtioiis, that he would take his share with 
diem m their forttme ; and I think they did this, not that they 
eoTied hit deliveranoe, but that they hoped for their own ; 
for they could not think they diould suffer any great misfor* 
tuneproTided Joseph us would but stay with theni. 
. 17' Now Josephus thought, that if he resolved to stay, it 
would be ascribed to their entreaties, and if he resolved to go 
away by force he should be put into custody* His oommise- 
ration ^so of the people under their lamentations had much 
broken that his eagerness to leave them ; so he resolved to 
stay, and arming himself with the common despair of the 
oitUEens, he said to them, '* Now is the time to berin to fight 
in earnest, when there is no hope of deliverance left. It ia 
a brave thing to prefer ^lory before life, and to set about 
some such noble undertaking as may be remembered by late 
posterity.^ Having said this, he fell to work immediately, 
and made a sally, and dispersed the enemies^ outguards, and 
ran as far as the Roman camp itself, and pulled the cover- 
ings of their tents to pieces, that were upon their banks, and 
set fire to their works. And this was the manner in which 
he never left off fighting, neither the next day nor that after 
it, but went on with it for a considerable number both of 
days and nights. 

18. Upon this Vespasian, when he saw the Romans dis« 
tressed by these sallies (though they were ashamed to be 
made to run away by the Jews, and when at any time they 
aoade the Jews' run away their heavy armour would not let 
them pursue them far, while the Jewsf when they had per. 
formed any action, and before they could be hurt themselves, 
still retired into the city), ordered his armed men to avoid 
their onsets, and not fight it out with men under desperation, 
while nothing is more courageous than despair; out that 
their violence would be quenched when they saw they failed 
of thcar purposes, as fire is quenched when it wants fuel ; 
and that it was proper for the Romans to gain their victories 
as cheap as they could, since they are not forced to fisht^ 
but only to enlarge their own dominions. Sd he repSed 
the Jews in great measure by the Arabian archers, and the 
Sjrrian slingers, and by those that threw stones at them ; nor 
was there any intermission of the great number of their offen- 
sive en^es. Now the Jews suffered greatly by these en- 
mines, without being able to escape from them ; and when 
Siese engines threw their stones or javelins a great way, and 
the Jews were within their reach, they pressed hard upon the 
Ramans, and fought desperately, without sparing either soul 
or body ; one part succouring another by turns, when it was 
tired down. 
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19. Wiien, dierefocey Va|»sia& Imrfrad upon himadi as 
in m maiiDer beeieged by these aalliei of the Jew% and when 
his biidcB were now not far from the vails, he determined to 
fittice use of his battering ram. This ram is a vast beam of 
wood, like the mast of a ship; its forepart is armed with a 
thick piece of iivm at the head of it» which is so carved as to 
be like the head of a ram, whence its name is taken. This 
ram is slimg in the air by ropes passing over tu middle, and 
is buf^ likeihe balance in a pair <tf scales from another beam, 
said braced by strong beams that pass on both sides of it in 
the nature ot a cross. When this lam is pulled backward by 
a great number of men, with united foroe» and then thrasl 
forward by the same men with a mighty noise, it batters the 
walls with that iron part which is prominent. Noristhero 
any tower so strong, or wall so broad, that can resist any 
more than its first batteries, but all are forced to yield to it 
at last This was the experiment which the Roman general 
betook himself to, when he was eagerly bent upon taking the 
city ; bdt he foutid lying in the field so long to be to his dis^ 
advantage, because the Jews would never let him be quiet. 
So these Romans brought the several engines for galling ail 
enetny nearer to the walls, that they might reach such as were 
upon the wall, and endeavoured to frustrate their attempts ; 
these threw stones and javelins at diem ; in the like manner 
did the archers and slingers come both together closer to the 
wall. This brought matters to sudi a pass that none of the . 
Jews durst mount the walls ; and then it was that the other ' 
Romaitt brought the battering ram, which was cased with 
hurdle all over, and in the upper part was secured by skins 
that covered it, and this both lor the security of themselves 
and of the engine. Now at the very first stroke of this engine 
the wall was shaken, and a terrible clamour was raised by the 
people within the city, as if they were already taken. 

SO. And now when Josephus saw this ram still battering 
the same place, and that the wall would quickly be thrown 
down by it, he resolved to elude for a while the force of the 
en^ne : with this design he gave orders to fill sacks with chaflTj 
and to hang them down before that place where they saw the 
ram always battering, that the stroke might be turned aside, 
or that the place might feel less of the strokes by the yield- 
ing nature of the chaff. This contrivance very much de- 
layed the attempts of the Romans, because, let them remove 
their engine to what part they pleased, those that were above 
it removed their sacks, and placed them over agmnst th^ 
strokes it made, insomuch that the wall was no way hurt, 
and this by diversion ot the strokes ; till the Romans made 
an opposite contrivance of long poles, and by tying hooks at 
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their ends cut off the sacks. Now when the battering mm 
thus reooTered its force, and the wall, having been but newjy 
built, was giving way, Josephus and those about htm had 
afterward immediate recourse to fire to defend themselves 
• withal ; whereupon they took what materials soever they had 
that were but dry, and made a sally three ways, and set fire 
to the machines, and the hurdles, and the banks of the Ro- 
mans themselves ; nor did the Romans well know how to 
come to their assistance, being at once under a oonstamation 
at the Jews^ boldness, and being prevented by the flames from 
coming to their assistance ; for the materials being dry with 
the bitumen and pitch that were among them, as was brinu 
stone also, the fire caught hold of every thin^ immediately, 
and what cost the Romans a great deal of pains was in one 
hour consumed. 

£1. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy of our rela- 
tion and> commendation ^ he was the son of Sameas, and was 
called Eleazar^ and was born at Saab, in Galilee. This man 
took up a stone of a vast bigness, and threw it down from 
the waU upon the ram, and this with so great a force that it 
broke off the head of the engine. He also leaped down and 
took up the head of the ram from the midst of them, and, 
without any concern, carried it to the top of the wall, and this 
while he stood as a fit mark to be pelted by all his enemies. 
Accordingly he received the strokes upon his naked body, 
and was wounded with five darts ; nor did he mind any of 
* them, while he went up to the top of the wall, where he 
stood in the sight of them all, as an instance of the greatest 
boldness ; after which he threw himself on a heap, with his 
wounds upon him, and fell down together with tne head of 
the ram. Next to him two brothers showed their courage ; 
their names were Ne^r and Philip^ both of them of the 
village Ruma, and both of them Galileans, also. These men 
leaped upon the soldiers of the tenth legion, and fell upon 
the Romans with such a noise and force as to disorder their 
ranks, and put to flight all upon whomsoever they made their 
assaults. 

. £2. After these men^s performances, Josephus, and the 
rest of the multitude with him, took a great deal of fire and 
burnt both the machines and their coverings, with the works 
belonnng to the fifth and to the tenth legion, which they put 
to fli^t ; when others followed them immediately, and buried 
those instruments and all their materials under ground. How- 
ever, about the evenmg the Romans erected the battennff 
ram again, against that part of the wall which had suffered 
before ; where a certain Jew that defended the city from the 
Romans hit Vespasian with a dart in his foot, and wounded 
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him a little, die disUince being ao great that no mighty im« 
firession oould be made by the dart thrown ao far off. How- * 
ever, this caused the greatest disorder among the Romans ; 
for when those who stood near him saw his blood they were 
disturbed at it, and a report went abroad through the whole 
army that the general was wounded ; while the greatest part 
left the siege, and came running together with suprise and 
fear to the general ; and before them all came Titus, out of 
the concern he had for his father, insomuch that the multi- 
tude were in great confusion, and this out of the regard they 
had for their general, and by reason of the agony that the 
son was in. Yet did the father soon put an end to the son'^s 
fear, and to the disorder the army was under ; for b^g su« 
perior to his p^ns, and endeavouring soon to be seen by all 
that had been in a fright about him, he excited them to fight 
the Jews more briskly ; for now every body was willing to 
expose himself to danger immediately, in order to avenge 
th^ general; and then they encouraged one another with loud 
voices, and ran hastily to the walls. 

2S. But still Josephus, and those with him, although they 
fell down dead one upon another by the darts and stones 
which the engines threw upon them, yet did not they desert 
the wall but fell upon those who managed the ram, under 
the protection of the hurdles, with fire, and iron weapons, 
and stones; and these could do little or nothing, but fell 
themselves perpetually, while they were seen by those whpm 
they could not see ; for the light of their own flame shone 
about them, and made them a most visible mark to the enemy, 
as they were in the day time, while the engines could not be 
seen at a great distance, and so what was thrown at them was 
hard to be avoided ; for the force with which these engines 
threw stones and darts ifiade them hurt several at a time, and 
the violent noise of the stones that were cast by the engines 
was so great tliat they carried away the pinnacles of the wall» 
and brok^ off the corners of the towers ; for no bodv of men 
could be so strong as not to be overthrown to the last rank 
by the largness of the stones. And any one may learn the 
force of the engines by what happened this very night ; for 
as one of those that stood round about Josephus was near 
the wall, his head was carried away by such a stone, and his 
skull was flung as far as three furlongs. In the day time, 
also, a woman with child had her belly so violently struck, 
as she was just come out of her house, that the infant was 
carried to the distance of half a furlong, so great was the 
force of that engine. The noise of the instruments them- 
selves was very terrible; the sound of the darts and stones that 
were thrown by them was so also ; of the same sort was the 
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Doise the dead bodies made, when tfaey were dashed against 
the wall; and, indeed, dreadful was the clamour which these 
things raised in the women within the city, which was echoed 
back at the same time by the cries of sudi as were slain ; 
while the whole space of ground whereon they fought ran 
with blood, and the wall might have been ascended over by 
the bodies of the dead carcasses; the mountains also oontn<» 
buted to increase the noise by their echoes, nor was there on 
that night any thing of terror wandng that could either affect 
the heannfi^ or the sight ; yet did a great part of those that 
fought so nard for Jotapata fall manfully, as were a giieat 
part of them wounded. However, the morning watch was 
come ere the wall yielded to the machines employed against 
it, though it had been battered without intermission. How«. 
ever, those within covered their bodies with their armour, 
and rused works over a^inst that part which was thrown 
down, before those machines were laid by which, the Romans 
were to ascend into the city. 

24. In the morning Vespasian got his army together, in 
order to take the city [by storm] after a little recreation upon 
the hard pains they had been at the night before; and as he 
was desirous to draw off those that opposed him from the 
plaoes where the wall had been thrown down, he made the 
most courageous of the horsemen get off their horses, and 
placed them in three ranks over against those ruins of the 
walls, but covered with their armour on every side, and with 
poles in their hands, that so these might begin their ascent as 
soon as the instruments for such ascent were laid ; behind 
them he placed the flower of the footmen ; but for the rest of 
the horse, he ordered them to extend themselves over against 
the wall, upon the whole hilly country, in order to prevent 
any from escaping out of the city when it should be taken \ 
and behind these he placed the archers round about, and 
commanded them to have their darts ready to shoot. The 
same command he gave to the slingers, and to those that 
managed the engines, and bid them to take up other ladders, 
and have them ready to lay upon those parts of the wall 
whidi were yet untouched, that the besieged might be en- 
gaged in trying to hinder their ascent by them, said leave 
the guard oi the parts that were thrown down, while the rest 
of tnem should be overborne by the darts cast at them, and 
might afford his men an entrance into the city. 

as. But Josephus, understanding the meaning of Vespa- 
sian^s contrivance, set the old men, together with those that 
were tired out, at the sound parts of the wall, as expecting no 
harm from those quarters, but set the strongest of nis men at 
the place where the wall was l^rc^en down, and before them 
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aU, ttx moi by themselyeB, among whom he took his share 
of che first ana greatest danger. He also save orders, that 
^ when^ the lenons made a shout, they shouul stop their ears, 
that they might not be afingfated at it ; and that, to av<nd the 
multitude of the enem j^s darts, they should bend down on 
their knees, and coyer themselves with their shields; and that 
they should retreat a little backward for a while, till the 
archers should have emptied their quivers ; but that when the 
Ramans should lay their instruments for ascending the walls, 
diey should leap out cm the sudden, and with their own iu^ 
stranents diould meet the enemy; and that every one should 
strive to do his best, in order, not to defend his own city, as 
if 'it were possible to be preserved, but in order to revenge 
it, when it was already destroyed ; and that they should set 
before their eyes how their old men were to be slain, and 
dieir children and wives were to be killed immediately by 
the enemy ; and that they would beforehand spend all thenr 
fiiry on account of the calamities just coming upon them, 
ana Dour it out on the actors/' 

2o. And thus did Josephus dispose of both his bodies of 
men ; but then for the useless part of the citixens, the women 
and children, when they saw their city encompassed by a 
threefold army (for none of the usual ffuards that had lleen 
fightinff before were removed) ; when they also saw not only 
the wiuls thrown down, but their enemies, with swords in 
dieir hands; as also the hilly country above tiiem shining with 
their weapons, and the darts in the hands of the Arabian 
archers, they made a final and lamentable outcry of destruc 
tion, as if the misery were not only threatened, but actually 
oome upon them already. But Josephus ordered the women 
to be snut up in their houses, lest they should render the 
warlike actions of the men too effeminate, by making them 
commiserate their condition ; and commanded them to hold 
their peace, and threatened them if they did not; while he 
came nimself before the breach, vlrhere his allotment was ; 
for all those who brought ladders to the other places, he took 
no notice of them, but earnestly waited for the shower of 
arrows that was coming. 

27. And now the trumpeters of the several Roman legions 
sounded together, and the army made a terrible shout, and 
the darts, as by order, flew so fast that they intercepted the 
light However, Josephus's men remembered the charges he 
bad given them ; they stopped their ears at the sounds, and 
covered their bodies against the darts ; and as to the ^^nes 
that were set ready to go to work, the Jews ran out upon 
them, before those that should have used them were gotten 
.upon thenu And now, on the ascending of the soldiers, there 
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was a great conflict, and many actions of the hands and of 
the soul were exhibited, while the Jews did earnestly endea- 
vour, in the extreme danger they were in, not to show less 
courage than those who without being in danger fought so 
stoutly against them ; nor did they leave struggling with the 
Romans, till they either fell down dead themselves or killed 
their antagonists. But the Jews grew weary with defending 
themselves continually, and had not enough to come in their 
places to succour them ; while on the side of the Romans, 
fresh men still succeeded those that were tired, and still new 
men soon got upon the machines for ascent, in the room tf 
those that were thrust down ; those encouraging one another, 
and joining side to side with their shields, which were a pro- 
tection to them, they became a body of men not to be 
broken ; and as this band thrust away the Jews as though 
they were themselves but one body, they began already to get 
upon the wall. 

S8. Then did Josephus take necessity for his counsellor in 
this utmost distress (which necessity is very sagacious in in- 
vention, when it is irritated by despair), and gave orders to 
pour scalding oil upon those whose shields protected them. 
Whereupon they soon got it ready, being many that brought 
it, and what they brought being a great quantity also, and 
poured it on all sides upon the Romans, and threw down upon 
them their vessels as they were still hissing from the beat of 
the fire ; this so burnt the Romans, that it dispersed that 
united band, who now tumbled down from the wall with 
horrid pains ; for the oil did easily run down the whole body 
from head to foot, under their entire armour, and fed upon 
their flesh like flame itself; its fat and unctuous nature ren- 
dered it soon heated, and slowly cooled ; and as the men were 
cooped up in their head-pieces and breast-plates, they could 
no way get free from this burning oil ; they could only leap 
and roll about in their pains, as they fell down from the 
bridges they.had laid. And as they thus were beaten back, 
and retired to their own party, who still pressed them forward, 
they were easily wounded by those that were behind them. 

29. However, in this ill success of the Romans, their cou- 
rage did not fail them, nor did the Jews want prudence to 
oppose them ; for the Romans, although they saw their own 
men thrown down, and in a miserable condition, yet were 
they vehemently bent against those that poured the oil upon 
them, while every one reproached the man before him as a 
coward, and one that hindered him from exerting himself; 
and while the Jews made use of another stratagem to prevent 
their ascent, and poured boiling fenugreek upon the boards 
in ordeir to make them slip and fall down ; by which means 
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neither could those that were coining up, nor those that were 
going down, stand on their feet ; but some of diem fell bock, 
ward upon the machines on which they ascended, and were 
trodden upon ; many of them fell doMm on the bank they had 
raised, and when they were fallen upon it, were slain by the 
Jews ; for when the Romans could not keep their feet, the 
Jews being freed from fighting hand to hana, had leisure to 
throw th^ darts at them. So the general called off those 
soldiers in the evening, that had suffered so sorely, of whom 
the number of the slain was not a few, while that of the 
wounded was still greater ; but of the people of Jotapata, no 
more than six men were killed, although more than three 
hundred were carried off wounded. This fight happened on 
the twentieth day of the month Desius [Sivan]. 

80. Hereupon Vespasian comforted his army on occasion 
of what happened ; and as he found them angry indeed, but 
rather wanting somewhat to do than any farther exhortations, 
he gave orders to raise the banks still higher, and to erect 
three towers, each fifty feet high, and that they should cover 
them with plates of iron on every side, that they might be 
both firm by their weight, and not easily liable to be set on 
fire. These towers he set upon the banks, and placed upon 
them such as could shoot darts and arrows, with the lighter 
engines for throwing stones and darts also ; and besides these, 
he set upon them the stoutest men among the slingers, who 
not being to be seen by reason of the height they stood upon, 
and the oattlements that protected them, might throw their 
weapons at those tliat were upon the wall, and were easily 
seen by them. Hereupon the Jews, not being easily able to 
escape those darts that were thrown down upon their heads, 
nor to avenge themselves on those whom they could not see, 
and perceiving that the height of the towers was so great that 
a dart which they threw with their hand could hardly reach 
it ; and that the iron plates about them made it very bard to 
come at them by fire, they ran away from the walls, and fled 
hastily out of the city, and fell upon those that shot at them. 
And thus did the people of Jotapata resist the Romans, while 
a great number of them were every day killed, without their 
being able to retort the evil upon their enemies ; nor could 
they keep them out of the city without danger to themselves. 

Si. About this time it was that Vespasian sent out Traian 
against a city called Japha^ that lay near to Jotapata, and that 
desired innovatictas, and was puffed up with the unexpected 
length bf the opposition of Jotapata. This Trajan was the 
commander of the tenth legion, and to him Vespasian com- 
mitted one thousand horsemen, and two thousand footmen. 
When Trajan came to the city, be found it hard to be taken ; 
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£« besides the natural strength of its sitoalSon, it was also 
secured by a double wall ; but when he saw the people of this 
dty coming out of it, and ready to fight him, he joined battle 
with them ; and after a short resistance which they made, he 
pursued after them ; and as they fled to their first wall, the 
Romans followed them so closely that they fell in together 
with them ; but when, the Jews were endeavouring to get 
again within their seccHid wall, their fellow-citizens shut them 
out, as being afraid that the Romans would force themselves 
in with them. It was certainly God, therefore, who brought 
the Romans to punish the Galileans, and did then expose the 
peo{de of the city every one of them manifestly to be de- 
stroyed by their bloody enemies ; for they fell upon the sates 
in great crowds, and earnestly calting to tnose that kept uem, 
and that by their names also, yet had they th^ throats cut in 
the very midst of their sup]:^cations ; for the enemy shut the 
gates of the first wall, and their own citizens shut the gates of 
the second ; so they were ^iclosed between two walls, and 
were slain in great numbers together; many of them were 
run through by swords of their own men, and many by their 
own swor&, besides an immense number that were slain by 
the Romans. Nor had they any courage to revenge them- 
selves ; for there was added to the consternation they were in 
from the enemy, their being betrayed by their own friends, 
which quite broke their spirits ; and at last they died, curs- 
ing, not the Romans, but their own citizens, till they were all 
destroyed^ being in number twelve thousand. So Trajan 
gathered that the city was empty of people that could fight, 
and although there should a few of them be therein, he sup- 
posed that they would be too timorous to venture upon any 
opposition ; so he reserved the taking of the city to the ge* 
neral. Accordingly he sent messen^rs to Vespaaan, and 
desired him to send his son Titus to finish the victory he had 
gained. Vespasian hereupon imagining there might be some 
pains still necessary, sent his son with an army of five hun- 
dred horsemen, and one thousand footmen. So he came 
quickly to the city, and put his army in order, and set Trajan 
over the left wing, while he had the right himself, and led 
them to the siege ; and when the soldiers brought ladders to 
be laid against the wall on every side, the Galueans opposed 
them from above for a while, but soon afterward they left the 
walls. Then did Titus^s men leap into the city, and sdzed 
upon it presently ; but when those that were in it were gotten 
together, there was a fierce battle between them ; for the men 
of power fell upon the Romans in the narrow streets, and the 
women threw whatsoever came next to hand at them, and 
sust^ed a fight with them for six hours time ; but when the 
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fightuu; mm wefc Bp»t, and the rest of the multittidia had 
their t&oats cut, partly in the open air, and partly in their 
pwn houaes, both young and old together. So there were no 
mates now remaining beudes infants, whidi, with the women, 
were cairied as daves into captivity ; so that the number of 
the slain, both now in the city and at the former fight, was 
fifteen thousand, and the captives were two thousand one 
hundred and thirty. This calamity befell the Galileans on 
the twenty.fifth day of the month Desius [Sivan]. 

SS* Nor did the Samaritans escape their share of misfor* 
tunes at this time ; far they assemoled themselves together ' 
upon the mountain called Gerksrint, which is with them an 
holy mountain, and there they remained ; which coUectipo of 
theurs, as well as the courageous minds they showed, could not 
but threaten somewhat of war ; nor were they rendered wiser 
by the miseries that had come upon their neighbourii^ cidea 
They also, notwithstanding the great success the Romans 
had,* marched on in an unreasonable manner, depending on 
th«r own weakness, and were disposed for any tumult upoB 
its first appearance. Vespasian therefore thought it best to 
prevent uiw motions, and to cut off the foundation of their 
attempts For although all Samaria had ever garrisons settled 
among them, yet did the number of those that were oome to 
Mount Gerizzim, and their conspiracy together, give ground 
' for fear what they would be at ; therefore he sent thither 
Cerealis, the commander of the fifth legion, with six hundred 
horsemen and three thousand footmen, who did not think it 
safe to go up the mountain and give them battle, because 
many of the enemy were on the hi^er part of the ground ; so 
he encompassed all the lower part of the mountain with his 
army, ana watched them all that day. Now it happened that 
the Samaritans, who were now destitute of water, were in- 
flamed with a violent heat (for it was summer.time, and the 
multitude had not provided themselves with necessaries), inso- 
much that some of them died that very day with heat^ while 
others of them preferred slavery before such a death as that 
was, and fled to the Romans ; by whom CereaHs und^tood, 
that those which still stayed there were very much broken by 
their misfortunes. So he went up the mountain, and having 
placed his forces round about the enemy, he, in the first place, 
exhorted them to take the security of his ri^t hand, and 
come to terms with him, and thereby save themselves ; and 
assiured them, that if they would lay down their arms, he 
would secure them from any harm ; but when he could not 
prevail with them, he fell upon them and slew them all, beii^ 
in number eleven thousand and six hundred. This was done 
on the twenty.8eventh day of the month of Desius l&van]. 
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And these were the calamities that befell the Samaritans at 
this time. 

Sd. But as the people of Jotapata still held out manfully, 
and bore up under their miseries beyond all that could be 
hoped for, on the forty-seventh day (of the siege] the banks 
cast up by the Romans were become higher than the wall ; 
on which day a certain deserter went to Vespasian, and told 
him how few were left in the city, an^ how weak they were, 
and that they had been so worn out with perpetual watching, 
and as also perpetual fighting, that they could not now oppose 
any force that came against them, and that they mignt be 
taken by stratagem, if any one would attack them ; for that 
about the last watch of the night, when they thought they 
mieht have some rest from the hardships they were under, 
and when a morning sleep used to come upon them, as they 
were thoroughly weary, he said the watch used to fall asleep ; 
accordingly his advice was, that they should make the attack 
at that hour. But Vespasian had a suspicion about this de- 
serter, as knowing how faithful the Jews were to one another, 
and how much they despised any punishments that could be 
inflicted on them ; this last, because one of the people of 
Jotapata had undergone all sorts of torments, and though they 
made him pass through a fiery trial of his enemies in his 
examination, yet would he inform them nothing of the afiiurs 
within the city, and as he was crucified, smiled at them. 
However, the probability there was in the relation itself did 
pardy confirm the truth of what the deserter told them, and 
they thought he might probably speak truth. However, 
Vespasian thought they should be no great sufferers if the 
report was a sham ; so he commanded them to keep the man 
in custody, and prepared the army for taking the city. 

S4. According to which resolution they marched without 
noise, at the hour that had been told them, to the wall ; and 
it was Titus himself that first got upon it, with one of h'ls tri- 
bunes, Dobitius Sabinus, and had a few of the fifteenth legion 
along with him. So they cut the throats of the watch, and 
entered the city very quietly. After these came CereaUs the 
tribune, and Flacidus, and led on those that were under them. 
Now when the citadel was taken, and the enemy were in the 
very midst of the city, and when it was already day, yet was 
not the taking of the city known by those that heldf it ; for a 
great many of them were fast asleep, and a great mist, which 
tlien by chance fell upon the city, hindered those that got up 
from distinctly seeing the case they were in, till the whole 
Roman army was gotten in, and they were raised up only to 
find the miseries they were under ; and as they were slaying 
they perceived the city was taken. And for the Romans 
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they flo well remembered what they had suffered during the 
siege, that they spared none, nor pitied any, but drove the 
people down the precipice from the citadel, and slew them 
as tney drove them down ; at which time the difficulties of the 
place nindered thoae that were still able to fieht from defend* 
ing themselves ; for as they were distressed in the narrow 
streets, and could not keep their feet sure along the preci- 
pice, diey were overpowered with the crowd of those that 
came fighting them down from the citadeL This provoked a 
great many, even of those chosen men that were about Jose- 
phus, to kill themselves with their own hands; for when 
diey saw that they could kill none of the Romans, they re« 
solved to prevent being killed by the Romans, and ^t toge- 
tiler in great numbers in the utmost parts of the city, and 
killed themselves. 

85. However, such of the watch as at the first perceived 
they were taken, and ran away as fast as they could, went up 
into one of the towers on the north side of the city, and for 
a while defended themselves there ; but as they were encmuf 
passed with a multitude of enemies, they tried to use their 
right hands when it was too late, and at length cheerfully 
offered their necks to be< cut off by those that stood over 
them. And the Romans might have boasted, that the cour 
cluau)n of that siege was without blood [on their side] if there 
had not been a centurion, Antonius, who was slain at the 
taking of the city. His death was occasioned by the follow- 
ing treachery : for there was one of those that were fled into 
the caverns, which were a great number, who desired that this 
Antonius would reach him his right hand for his security, and 
would assure him that he would preserve him, and g^ve him 
his assistance in getting up out of the cavern ; accordingly, 
he incautiously reached him his right hand, when the other 
man prevented him, and stabbed him under his loins with a 
spear, and killed him immediately. 

96* And on this day it was that the Romans slew all the 
multitude that appeared openly : but on the following days 
they searched the niding-places, and fell upon those that were 
under ground and in the caverns, and went thus through 
every age, excepting the infants and the women, and of these 
there were gathered together as captives, twelve hundred ; and 
9B for those th^t were slain at the taking of the city and in 
the former fights, they were numbered to be forty thousand. 
So Vespasian gave order that the city should be entirely de- 
molished, and all the fortifications burnt down. And. thus 
was Jotapata taken, in the thirteenth year of the . reign of 
Nero, on the first day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. 

VOL. IV. D . 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Htm Josephus was discovered hy a Woman, and wu uiBmg 
to ddiwr himgelf up to the Romans ; and what Discourse 
he had mth Ms own men when they endeavoured to hinder 
him ; and what he said to Vespasian when he was hroughi 
io him ; and after wha^ manner Vespasian used him ajfUr- 
wards. 

§ 1. And now the Romans seardied for Josephus, both out 
of the hatred they bore him, and because their general was 
very desirous to have him taken ; for he reckoned that if he 
were once taken, the greatest part of the war would be over. 
They then searched among the dead, and looked into the 
most concealed recesses of the city : but as the city was first 
taken, he was assisted by a certain supernatural providence ; 
for he withdrew himself from the enemy, when he was in the 
midst of them, and leaped into a certain deep pit, whereto 
there adjoined a large oen at one side of it, wnich den could 
not be seen by those that were above ground : and here he 
met with forty persons of eminency, that had concealed them* 
selves, and wiUi provisions enough to satisfy them for not a 
few days. So in the day-time he hid himself from the ene- 
my, who had seized upon all places, and in the night-time 
he got up out of the aen; ana looked about for some way 
of escaping, and took exact notice of the watch : but as all 
places were guarded every where on his account, that there 
was no way of getting off unseen, he went down again into 
the den. Thus he concealed himself two days ; but on the 
third day, when they had taken a woman who had been with 
them, he was discovered. Whereupon Vespasian sent imme* 
diately and zealously, two tribunes, Paulinus and Gallicanus^ 
and ordered them to give Josephus their right hands as a se- 
curity for his life, and to exhort him to come up. 

% So they came and invited the man to come up, and gave 
him assurances that his life should be preserved : but they did 
not prevail with him ; for he gathered suspicions from the 
probability there was, that one who had done so many things 
against the Romans must suffer for it, though not trom tne 
mild temper of those that invited him. However, he was 
afraid that he was invited to come up in order to be punished, 
until Vespasian sent, besides these, a third tribune, Nicanor, 
to him ; be was one that was well known to Josephus, and 
had been his familiar acquaintance in old time. When he 
was come, he enlarged upon the natural mildness of the Ro- 
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mans towards those they have once conquered, and told hlm^ 
that he had behaved himself so valiantly that the oomttmndem 
rather admired than hated him : that the general was very 
desirous to have him brought to him, not in order to punish' 
him (for that he could do, though he should not come volun* 
tarily), but that he was determmed to preserve a man of his 
courage. He moreover added this, that Vespasian, had he 
been resolved to impose upon him, would not have sent to 
him a friend of his own, nor put the fairest colour upon the 
vilest action, by pretending friendship, and meaning perfidi^ 
ousness ; nor would he have himself acquiesced, or come to 
him, had it been to deceive him. 

3. Now as Joseph us besan to hesitate with himself about 
Nicanor's proposal, the soldiery were so angry that they ran 
hastily to set fire to the den ; but the tribune would not per- 
mit them so to do, as being very desirous to take the man 
alive. And now, as Nicanor lay hard at Josephus to comply, 
and he understood how the multitude of his enemies threat- 
«ied him, he called to mind the dreams which he had dreamed 
in the night-time, whereby God had signified to him befcnre- 
hand, both the future calamities of the Jews and the events 
that concerned the Homan emperors. Now, Josephus wag 
able to give shrewd conjectures about the interpretation of 
such dreams as have been ambiguously delivered by Grod> 
Moreover, he was not unacquainted with the prophecies coo« 
tained in the sacred books, as being a priest himself, and of 
the posterity of priests ; and just men was he in an ecstacy, 
and setting before him the tremendousimages of the dreams 
he had lately h^, he put up a secret prayer to God, and said^ 
^ Since it jMeaseth thee, who hast created the Jewish nation^ 
to depress the same, and since all their good fortune is gone 
over to the Romans, and since thou hast made choice oi this 
soul of mine to foretel what is to come to pass hereafter, I 
willingly give them my hands, and am content to live. And 
I protest openly, that I do not ^ over to the Romans as a 
deserter of the Jews, but as a mmister from thee.^ 

4. When he had said this, he complied with Nicanor^s in« 
natation. But when those Jews who had fled with him un« 
derstood that he yields to those that invited him to oome up, 
they came about hiip in a body, and cried out, *^ Nay^ indeed, 
now may the laws of our forefathers, which God ordained 
himself, well groan to purpose ; that Gkxl, we mean, who 
hath created the souls of tne Jews of such a temper that 
they despise death. O Josephus I art thou still fond of life ? 
and. canst thou bear to see the light in a state of slavery ? 
How soon hast thou forgotteji thyself? How many hast thou 
persuaded to lose their lives for liberty? Thou hast therefore 
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had a false re|)utatlon for manhood, and a like false reputa- 
tion for wisdom, if thou canst hope for preservation from those 
against whom thou hast fought so zealously, and art, how. 
ever, willing to be preserved by them, if they be in earnest. 
But although the good fortune of the Romans hath made 
thee forget thyself, we ought to take care that the glory of 
our forefathers may not be tarnished. We will lend thee our 
right hand and a sword ; and if thou wilt die willingly, thou 
wdt die as seJieial of the Jews ; but if unwillingly, thou wilt 
die as a traitor to them.*^ As soon as they had said this, they 
began to thrust their swords at him, and threatened they> 
would kill him if he thought of yielding himself to the 
Romans. 

5. Upon this Josephus was afraid of their attacking him, 
imd yet thought he snould be a betrayer of the commands of 
God, if he died before they were delivered. So he began to 
talk like a philosopher to them, in the distress he was then in, 
when he said thus to them : " O my friends, why are we so 
earnest to kill ourselves ? and why do we set our soul and 
body, which are such dear companions, at such variance ? 
Can any one pretend that I am not the man I was formerly ? 
Nay, tne Romans are sensible how that matter stands well 
enough. It is a brave thing to die in war, but so that it be 
according to the law of war, by the hand of conquerors. If, 
therefore, I avoid death from the sword of the Romans, I am 
truly worthy to be killed by my own sword, and my own 
hand ; but if they admit of mercy, and would spare their 
enemy, how much more ought we to have n>ercy upon our- 
selves, and to spare ourselves ? for it is certainly a foolish 
thing to do that to ourselves which we quarrel with them for- 
doing to us. I confess freely, that it is a brave thing to die 
for hberty, but still so that it be in war, and done by those^ 
who take that liberty from us ; but in the present case, our 
enemies do neither meet us in battle, nor do they kill us. 
Now he is equally a coward who will not die when ' he is 
obliged to die, and he who will die when he is not obliged, 
so to do. What are we afraid of when we will not go up to 
the Romans? Is it death? If so, what we are afraid of when 
we but suspect our enemies will inflict it on us, shall we in- 
flict it on ourselves for certain ? But it may be said, we 
must be slaves. And are we then in a clear state of liberty 
at present ? It may also be said, th^ it is a manly act for 
one to kill himself. No, certainly, but a most unmanly one ; 
as I should esteem that pilot to be an arrant coward, who, 
out of fear of a storm, should sink his ship of his own ac 
cord. Now, self-murder is a crime most remote from the 
common nature of all animals, and an instance of impiety 
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agMnst God bur Creator: nor indeed is there any ahimal that 
cnes by its own contrivance, or by its own means ; for the 
desire of life is a law engraven in them all ; on which account 
we deem those that openly take it away from us to be our 
enemies, and those that do it by treachery are punished for 
9D doine. And do not you tliink that God is very angry when 
a man does injury to what he hath bestowed on him ? for 
from him it is that we have received our being, and we ought 
to leave it to his disposal to take that being away from us. 
The bodies of all men are indeed mortal, and are created out 
of corruptible matter ; but the soul is ever immortal, and is a 
portion of the divinity that inhabits our bodies. Besides, if 
any one destroys or abuses a depositum he hath received from 
a mere man, he is esteemed a wicked and perfidious person ; 
but then, if any one cast out of his body this divine deposi- 
tum, can we imagine that he who is thereby affronted doe^^ 
not know of it ? Moreover, our law j ustly ordains that slaves 
who run away from their masters shall be punished, though 
the masters they ran away from may have been wicked mas- 
ters to them. And shall we endeavour to run away from God, 
who is the best of all masters, and not think ourselves guilty 
ei impiety P Do not you know that those who depart out 
of this life acccording to the law of nature, and pay that debt 
which was received from God, when he that lent it us is 
{deased to require it back a^ain, enjoy eternal fame ? that 
their houses and their postenty are sure, that their souls are 
pure and obedient, and obtain a most holy place in heaven, 
from whence, in the revolution of ages, they are again sent 
into pure bodies ; while the souls of those whose hands have 
acted madly against themselves, are received by the darkest 
place in Hades, and while God, who is their father, punishes 
those that offend against either of them in their posterity ; 
for which reason God hates such doings, and the crime is 

Eunished by our most wise legislator. Accordingly, our 
iwB determine that the bodies of such as kill themselves 
should be exposed till the sun be set, without burial, although 
at the same time it be allowed by them to be lawful to bury 
our enemies [sooner]. The laws of other nations also enjoin 
such men^s hands to be cut off when they are dead, which 
had been made use of in destroying themselves when alive, 
while they reckoned, that as the body is aUen from the sou], 
so b the hand alien from the body. It is therefore, my friends, 
a right thin^ to reason justly, and not add, to the calamities 
which men bring upon us, impiety towards our Creator. If 
we have a mind to preserve ourselves, let us do it ; for to be 
preserved by those our enemies, to whom we have ffiven so 
many demonstrations of our courage, is no way inglorious ; 
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but if we haTe a mind to die, it is good to die by tb^ band 
of those tbat have conquered us. For my part, I wiU not 
run oTer to our enemie^ quarters, in order to be a traitor to 
myself; for oertainly I should then be much more foolish than 
those that deserted to the enemy, nnce they did it in cvder to 
saye themselves, and I should do it for destruction, for my 
own destruction. However, I heartily wish the Romans may 
prove treacherous in this matter ; for if, after their offer of 
their right hand for security, I be shun by them, I shall die 
cbeerfuUy, and carry away with me the sense of thdr per& 
diousness, as a consolation greater than victory itself.^ 

6. Now these and many trie like motives did Josephus use 
to these men, to prevent their murdering themselves ; but 
desperation had snut their ears, as having long ago devoted 
themselves to die, and they were irritated at Josephus, They 
then ran upon him with their swords in their hands, one 
from one quarter, and another from another, and called him 
a coward, and every one of them appeared openly as if he 
were ready to smite him ; but he, csdfing to one of them by 
name, and looking like a general to another, and taking a 
third by the hand, and making a fourth ashamed of himself, 
by praying him to forbear, and being in this condition dis- 
tracted with various passions (as he well might in the great 
distress he was then in), he kept off every one of their swords 
from killing him, and was forced to do hke such wild beasts 
as are encompassed about on every side, who always turn 
themselves against those that last touched them. Nay, some 
of their right hands were debilitated by the reverence they 
bare to theu: general, in these his fatal calamities, and their 
swords dropped out of thdr hands ; and not a few of them 
there were who, when they umed to smite him with their 
swords, they were not thoroughly either willing or able to. 
do it. 

7. However, in this extreme distress, he was not destitute 
of his usual sagacity ; but trusting himself to the providence 
of Grod, he put his life into hazard [in the manner follow* 
ing] : ** And now,^ sidd he, ^* since it is resolved among you 
that you will die, come on; let us commit our mutual oeaths 
to determination by lot. He whom the lot falls to first, let 
him be killed by bun that hath the second lot, and thus for* 
tune shall make its progress through us all ; nor shall any of 
us perish by his own right hand, for it would be unfair, if, 
when the rest are gone, somebody should repent and save 
himself.^ This proposal appearea to them to be very just ; 
and when he had prevailed with them to determine this mat- 
ter by lots, he drew one of the lots for himself also. He who 
had the first lot liud his neck bore to him that had the next. 
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as sunpoeiiig that the general would die among them imm&. 
dktely ; for they thought death, if JoBephus mi^ht but die 
mtfa them, was sweeter than life: yet was he with another 
kft to the last, whether we must say It happened so by chance^ 
or whether by the providence of God. And as he was very 
dearouB neither to oe condemned by the lot, nor, if he had 
been left to the last, to imbrue his nght hand in the blood of 
bis countryman, he persuaded him to trust his fideSty to him, 
and to live as well as himself. 

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the Romaius, and 
in this his own war with nis friends, and was led by Nicanor 
to Vespasian. But now all the Romans ran together to see 
him ; and as the multitude pressed one upon another about 
their general, there was a tumult of a various kind ; while 
aome rejcnced that Joaedbius was taken, and some threatened 
him, and some crowdea to see him very near ; but thos^ that 
were more remote cried out to have this their enemy put to 
death, while those that were near called to mind the actions 
he had done, and a deep concern appeared at the change of 
bis fbrtune. Nor were there any of the Roman commanders, 
how much soever they had been enraged at him before, but 
rdented when they came to the sight of him. Above all the 
rest, Titus^s own valour, and Josephus's own patience under 
his afflictions, made him jnty him, as did also the commise- 
ration of his age, when he Recalled to mind that but a little 
while ago he was fiffhting, but lay now in the hands of his 
enemies ; which made him consider the power of fortune, and 
how quick is the turn of affidrs in war, and how no state of 
men is sure ; for which reason he then made a great many 
more to be of the same pitiful temper with himself, and in^ 
duced them to commiserate Josephus. He was also of great 
weight in persuading his father to preserve him. However, 
Vespasian gave strict orders that he should be kept with ^at 
caution, as though he would, in a very little time, send hun to 
to Nero. 

9. When Josephus heard him give those orders, he said, 
that he had somewhat in his mind that he would willingly 
say to himself alone. When, therefore, they were all ord^sd 
to withdraw, excepting Titus and two of their friends, he 
said, << Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest no more than that thou 
hast taken Josephus himself captive ; but I am come to thee 
as a messenger of great tidings ; for had not I been sent by 
God to thee, I knew what was the law* of the Jews in this 

* I do iwt know when to find the law of Moms bore mcntiooed by Jote- 
plnii, and aftetwaid by EleajiBr, B, tu. ch. tIu. Beet. 7^ voL >▼• ^od almort 
implied in B. i. ch. xiii tecf. la, toL iii. by Joeepbus'e eommcndalion of 
Phanelat for doiog so ; I meao, whereby Jewish generals and people wtm 

Digitized' by VjOOQIC 



40 TH£ J£WISH WAR. BOOK III. 

ease, and how it becomes generals to die. Dost thou send 
me to NeroP For why? Are Nero^s successors till they 
come to thee still alive P Thou, O Vespasian, art Caesar and 
emperor, thou and this thy son. Bina me now still faster, 
and keep me for thyself; for thou, O Csesar, art not only 
lord over me, but over the land and the sea, and all mankind; 
and certain!]^ I deserve to be kept in closer custody than I 
now am in, in order to be punished, if I rashly affirm any 
thing of Grod.'** When he had said this, Vespasian at present 
did not believe him, but supposed that Josephus said this as 
a cunning trick in order to his own preservation ; but in a 
Uttle time he was convinced, and believed what.he said to be 
true, Grod himself erecting his expectations so as to think of 
obtaining the empire, and by other signs foreshewing his ad- 
vancement. He also founa Josephus to have spoken truth 
on other occasions ; for one of those friends that were present 
at that secret conference said to Josephus, '^ I cannot but 
wonder how thou couldst not foretel to the people of Jota^ 
pata, that they should be taken, nor couldst foretel this 
captivity which hath happened to thyself, unless what thou 
now sayest be a vain thmg in order to avoid the rage that 
is risen against thyself.^ To which Josephus repUed, *' I 
did foretelto the people of Jotapata that they would be taken 
on the forty-seventh day, and that I should be caught alive 
by the Romans.^ Now when Vespasian had inquired of the 
captives privately about these predictions, he found them to 
be true, and then he began to believe those that concerned 
himself. Yet did he not set Josephus at liberty from his 
bands, but bestowed on him suits of clothes, and other pre- 
cious gifts ; he treated him also in a very obliging manner, 
and continued so to do, Titus still j<nning his interest in the 
honours that were done him. 

CHAP. IX. 

How Joppa was taJceny and Tiberias delivered up, 
1. Now Vespasian returned to Ptolemais on the fourth 



da^ 



ly of the month Panemus [Tamuz], and from thence he 
came to Csesarea, which lay by the sea-^da This was a very 
great city of Judea, and for the greatest part inhabited by 
Greeks. The citizens here received both the Roman army 

obliged to kill themaelves, rather than go into slavery under heathens. I 
doubt this would have been no better than te^mmmrder f and I believe it was 
rather some vain doctrine, or interpretation of the rigid Pharisees, or £saeils, 
or Herodians, than a just ooosequeaoa fnm any law of God deiiveied by 
Moses. 
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and its general with all sorts of aoclamations and rgcNcings, 
and this nertly out the good will they bore to the Romans, 
bat prinopally out of the hatred they t)ore to those that wer« 
conquered by them ; on which acoount they came clamour- 
ing i^ainst tfosephus in crowds, and desired he might be put 
to death. But Vespanan passed over this petition concern-- 

2^ him, as offered by the injudicious multitude, with a bare 
ence. Two of the legions also he placed at Caesarea, that 
they might there take their winter-quarters, as perceiving the 
city very fit for such a purpose ; but he placed the tenth and 
the fifth at Scythopolis, that he might not distress Csesarea 
with the entire army. This place was warm even in winter, 
as it was suffocating hot in the summer-time, by reason of its 
atuation in a pkdn, and near to the sea [of Galilee]. 

2: In the meantime there were gathered togeth^, as well 
auch as had seditiously got out from among their enemies, as 
those that had escaped out of the demolished cities, which 
were in all a mat number, and repaired Joppa, which had 
been left des(uate by Cestius, that it mi^ht serve them for a 

Elace of reftige ; and because the adjoining region had been 
lid waste in the war, and was not capable of supporting 
them, they determined to go off to sea. They also built 
themselves a great many piratical ships, and turned pirates 
upon the seas near to Syria, and Phenicia, and Egypt, and 
niade those seas unnavigable to all men. Now as soon as 
Vespasian knew of their conspiracy, he sent both footmen 
and horsemen to Joppa, who entered the city, which was 
unguarded, in the nisht time; however, those that were in it 
perceived that they should be attacked, and were afraid of it; 
yet did they not endeavour to keep the Romans out, but fled 
to their ships, and lay at sea all night, out of the reach of 
their darts. 

8. Now Joppa is not naturally a haven, for it ends in a 
rough shore, where all the rest of it is strait, but the two ends 
bent towards each other, where there are deep precipices, 
and great stones that jet out into the sea, and where the chains 
wherewith Andromeda was bound have left their footsteps, 
which attest to the antiquity of that fable. But the north 
wind opposes and beats upon the shore, and dashes mighty 
waves against the rocks wnich receive them, and renders the 
haven more dangerous than the country they had deserted. 
Now as these people of Joppa were floating about in this 
sea, in the morning there fell a violent wind upon them ; it 
is called by those that sail there, the black north mndy and 
there dashed their ships one against another, and dashed 
scnne of them agiunst the rocks, and carried many of them 
by force, while they strove against the opposite waves,' into 
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the main eea; for the shore was so nxJcy, and had so inany 
of the enemy upon it, that they were alEraid to come to land; 
uay, the wavci^ rose so very high that they drowned them : 
nor was there any place whither they could fly, nor any way 
to save themselves, while they were thrust out of the sea by 
the violence of the wind, if they staid where they were; and 
out of the city, by the violence of the Romans. And mudi 
lamentation there was when the ships were dashed against one 
another, and a terrible noise when tney were broken to pieces; 
and some of the multitude that were in them were covered 
with the waves, and so perished, and a great many were em^ 
barrassed with shipwrecKs. But some of them thought, that 
to die by their own swords was lighter than by the sea, and 
so they killed themselves before they were drowned; although 
the greatest part of them were carried by the waves, and 
dashed to pieces agsdnst the abrupt parts of the rocks, inso- 
much that the sea was bloody a long way, and the maritime 
parts were full of dead bodies ; for the Romans came upon 
those that were carried to the shore, and destroyed them ; and 
the number of the bodies that were thus thrown out of the 
sea was four thousand and two hundred. The Romans also 
took the city without opposition, and utterly demolished it. 

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the Romans in a 
' little time ; but Vespasian, in order to prevent these pirates 

from coming thither any more, erected a camp there, where 
the citadel of Joppa had been, and left a body of horse in it, 
with a few footmen ; that these last might stay there and guard 
the camp, and the horsemen might spoil the country that lay 
round it, and might destroy the neighbouring vilkges and 
smaller cities. So these troops overran the country, as they 
were ordered to do, and every day cut to pieces and lud de- 
solate the whole region. 

5. But now when the fate of Jotapata was related at Jeru- 
salem, a great many at the first disbelieved it, on account of 
the vastness of the calamity, and because they had no eye- 
witness to attest the truth of what was related about it; 
for not one person was saved to be a messenger of that news, 
but a fame was spread abroad at random, that the city was 
taken, as such fame usually spreads bad news about. How- 
ever, the truth was known by degrees, from the places near 
Jotapata, and appeared to all to be too true. Yet were there 
fictitious stories added to what was really done ; for it was 
reported that Josephus was slain at the taking of the city, 
which piece of news filled Jerusalem full of sorrow. In 
every bouse also, and among all to whom any of the slain 
were allied, there was a lamentation for them ; but the 
mourning /or the commander was a public one ; and some 
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mourned tar those that had lived with themp others for their 
kindred, others for their friends, and others for their bre- 
thren, bat all mourned (at Josephus; insomuch that the 
lamentation did not cease in the city before the thirtieth day; 
and a great many hired mourners,* with their pipes, who 
should begin the melancholy ditties for them. 

6. But as the truth came out in time, it appeared how the 
affairs of Jotapata really stood ; yet was it round that the 
death of Josephus was a fiction ; and when they understood 
that he was alive, and was among the Romans, and that the 
commanders treated him at another rate than they treated 
captives, they were as vehemently angry at him now, as they 
had shewed their good will before, when he appeared to have 
been dead. He was also abused by some, as naving been a 
coward, and by others as a deserter ; and the city was full oi 
indignation at him, and of reproaches cast upon him ; their 
rage was also aggravated by their afflictions, and mere in* 
flamed by their ill success ; and what usually becomes aa 
occasion of caution to wise men, I mean affliction, became a 
spur to them to venture on further calamities, and the end of 
one misery became still the beginning of another : they there- 
fore resolved to fall on the Rcnnans the more vehemently, as 
resolving to be revenged on him in revenging themselves on 
the Romans. And this was the state of Jerusaleip as to the 
troubles which now came upon it 

7. But Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom of Agrippa^ 
while the king persuaded him himself so to do (partly in 
order to hb treating the ^neral and his army in the best and 
most splendid manner his private affairs would enable Inm 
to do^ and partly that he might, by their means, correct such 
things as were amiss in his government) he removed from that 
Csesarea which was by the sea-side, and went to that which 
is called Coemirea PhUippi ; f and there he refreshed his army 
tar twenty days, and was himself feasted by king Agrippa, 
where he also returned public thanks to God for the good 
success he had had in his undertakings. But as soon as he 
was informed that Tiberias was fond of innovations, and that 
TarichesB had revolted, both which cities were parts of the 
kingdom of Agrippa, and was satisfied within himself that 
the Jews were every where perverted [from their obedience 
to their governors], he thought it seasonable to make an ex- 

* Those public inouinen, hind opoD the suppoted death of Josephus, aild 
the real death of many more, Uluslrate some passages in the Bible, which 
suppose the same customs, as Matt. xL 17) where the reader may consult 
the notes of Grotius. 

f Of this Caesarea Philippi (twice mentioned in our New Testament, Matt, 
xvi 13, Mark viii. 27)i there arc coiufi still extant, as Spauheim here informt us. 
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pedition against these cities, and thlit for the sake of Agrippa, 
and in order to bring his cities to reason. So he sent away 
his son Titus to [the other] Csesarea, that hcAnight bring the 
army that lay there to Scythopolis, which is the largest city 
of Decapolis, and in the neighbourhood of Tiberias, whither 
he came, and where he waited for his son. He then came 
with three lemons, and pitched his camp thirty furlongs off 
Tiberias, at a certain station easily seen by the mnovators ; it 
is named Sennabris. He also sent Valerian, a decurion, with 
fifty horsemen, to speak peaceably to those that were in the 
city, and to exhort them to give him assurances of their fide- 
lity ; for he had heard that the people were desirous of peace^ 
but were obliged by some of tne seditious part to join with 
them, and so were forced to fight for them. When Vale- 
rian had marched up to the place, and was near the wall, he 
alighted off his horse, and made those that were with him do 
the same, that they might not be thought to come to skirmish 
with them ; biit before they could come to discourse one 
with another, the most potent men among the seditious made , 
a sally upon them armed ; their leader was one whose name 
was Jesus^ the son of Saphat, the principal head of a band 
of robbers. Now Valerian neither thinking it safe to fight 
contrary to the commands of the general, though he were 
secure of a victory) and knowing that it was a very hazard- 
ous undertaking mr a few to fight with many, for those that 
were unprovided to fight those that were ready, and being 
on other accounts surprised at this unexpected onset of the 
Jews, he ran away on foot, as did five of the rest in like 
manner, and left their horses behind them ; which horses 
Jesus led away into the city, and rejoiced as if they had taken 
them in battle, and not by treachery. 

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such as were of 
p'incipal authority among them, faring what would be the 
issue of this matter, fled to the camp of the Romans : they, 
then took their king alon^ with them, and fell down before 
Vespasian, to supplicate his favour, and besought him not to 
overlook them, nor to impute the madness of a few to the 
whole city ; to spare a people that have been ever civil and 
obliging to the Romans, but to bring the authors of this re- 
volt to due punishment, who had hitherto so watched them, 
th{it though they were zealous to give them the security of 
Uieir right hands for a long time, yet could they not accom- 
plish the same. With these supplications the general com- 
plied, although he were very angry at the whole city about 
the carrying off his horses, and this because he saw that 
Agrippa was under a great concern for them. So when Ves- 
•pasian and Agrippa had accepted of their right hands by way 
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of security, Jesus and his party thought it not safe fo^ them 
to continue at Tiberias, so they ran away to Taricheae. The 
next day Vespasian sent Trajan before with some horsemen 
to the citadel, to make trial of the multitude, whether they 
were all disposed for peace, and as soon as he knew that the 
people were of the same mind with the petitioner, he took 
his army, and went to the city ; upon which the citizens^ 
opened to him their gates, and met him with acclamations of 
joy, and called him their saviour and benefactor. But as the 
army was a great while in getting in at the gates, they were 
so narrow, Vespasian commanded the south wall to be orok^n 
down, and so made a broad passage for their entrance. How- 
ever, he charged them to aostain from rapine and injustice, 
in order to gratify the king ; and on his account spared the 
rest of the wall, while the king undertook for them that they 
should continue [faithful to the Romans] for the time to 
come. And thus did he restore this city to a quiet state, 
after it had been grievously afflicted by the sedition. 



CHAP. X. 

How TarichecB was taken, A Description qf the River 
Jordan^ and of the Country of Gennesareth, 

§ 1. And now Vespasian pitched his camp be'tween this 
city and Taricheae, but fortified his camp more strongly, a» 
suspecting that he should be forced to stay there, and have 
a long war ; for all the innovators had gotten together at 
Taricheae, ^s reljring upon the strength of the city, and on 
the lake that lay by it. This lake is called by the people of 
the country the lake of Gennesareth. The city itself is situ- 
ated like Tiberias, at the bottom of a mountain, and on those 
sides which are not washed by the sea had been strongly for- 
tifiid by Josephus^ though not so strongly as Tiberias ; for 
the wall of Tiberias had been built at Uie beginning of the 
Jew's revolt, when he had great plenty of money and great 
power ; but Taricheae partook only the remains of that libe- 
rality. Yet had they a great number of ships gotten ready 
upon the l^e, that in case they were beaten at land, they 
might retire to them, and they were so fitted up that they 
might undertake a sea>fight also. But as the Romans were 
building a wall about their camp, Jesus and his party were 
neither affrighted at their number nor at the good order they 
were in, but made a sally upon them, and at the very first 
onset the builders of the wall were dispersed, and these 
pulled what little they had before built to pieces ; but as 
soon as they saw the armed men getting together, and before 
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they had suffered any thing themselves, they retired to their 
own men. But then the Romans pursued them, and drove 
them into their ships, where they launched out as far as 
might ^ve them the opportunity of reaching the Romans 
ifitn what they threw at them, and then cast anchor, and 
brought their ships close, as in a line of battle, and thence 
fought the enemy from the sea, who were themselves at land* 
But Vespasian hearing that a great multitude of them were 
gotten together in the plain that was before the city, he there- 
upon sent his son, with six hundred chosen horsemen, to dis- 
perse them. 

2, But when Titus perceived that the enemy was very 
numerous, he sent to his father, and informed him that hie 
should want more forces. But as he saw a great many of 
the horsemen eager to fight, and that before any succours 
could come to them, and that yet some of them were pri- 
vately under a sort of consternation at the multitude of the 
Jews, he stood in a place whence he might be heard, and 
said to them, " My brave Romans ! for it is right for me to 
put you in mind of what nation you are, in the beginning of 
my speech, that so you may not be ignorant who you are, 
and who they are against whom you are going to fight. For 
as to us Romans, no part of the habitable earth hath been 
able to escape our hands hitherto ; but as for the Jews, that 
I may speak of them too, though they have been already 
beaten, yet do they not give up the cause ; and a sad thing 
it would be for us to grow weary under our good success, 
when they bear up under their misfortunes. As to the ala- 
crity which you shew publicly, I see it, and rejoice at it ; 
yet am I afraid lest the multitude of the enemy should bring 
a concealed fright upon some of you : let such an one con- 
sider agaiti, who we are that are to fight, and who those are 
against whom we are to fight. Now these Jews, though 
they be very bold, and great despisers of death, are but a 
disorderly body, and unskilful in war, and may rather be 
called a rout than an army ; while I need say nothing of our 
skill and our good order ; for this is the reason why we Ro- 
mans alone are exercised for war in time of peace, that we 
may not think of number for number when we come to fight 
with our enemies ; for what advantage should we reap for 
our continual sort of warfare, if we must still be equal in 
number to such- as have not been used to war? Consider 
farther, that you are to have a conflict with men in ef&ct 
unarmed, while you are well armed ; with footmen, while 
you are horsemen ; with those that have no good general, 
while you have one ; and as these advantages make you in 
eflect manifold more than you arc, so do their disadvantages * 
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mightily diminifth their nuitibcr. Now it is not the multitude 
of men, though they be spldiers, that manages wars with suc- 
cess, but it is their bravery that does it, though they be but 
a few ; for a few are easily set in battle array, and can easily 
assist one another, while over numerous armies are more hurt 
by themselves than by their enemies. It is boldness and 
rashness, the effects of madness, that conduct the Jews. 
Those passions indeed make a great figure when they suc- 
ceed, but are quite extinguished upon the least ill success ; 
but we are led on by courage, and obedience, and fortitude, 
which shews itself indeed in our good fortune, but still does 
not for ever desert us in our ill fortune. Nay, indeed, your 
fighting is to be on greater motives than those of the Jews ; 
for although they run the hazard of war for liberty and for 
their country, yet what can be a greater motive to us than 

5 lory ? and that it may never be said, that after we have got 
CMninion of the habitable earth, the Jews are able to con- 
front us. We must also reflect upon this, that there is no 
fear of our suffering any incurable disaster in the present 
case ; for those that are ready to assist us are many, and at 
band also ; yet it is in our power to seize upon this victory 
ourselves, and I think we ought to prevent the coming of those 
my father is sending to us for our assistance, that our success 
may be peculiar to ourselves, and of greater reputation to us. 
And I cannot but think this an opportunity wherein my 
father, and I, and you, shall be all put to the tnal, whether he 
be worthy of his former glorious performances, whether I be 
his son in reality, and whether you be really my soldiers ; for 
it is usual for my father to conquer ; and for myself, I should 
not bear the thoughts of returning to him, if I were once 
taken by the enemy. And how will you be able to avoid 
being ashamed, if you do not shew equal courage with your 
commander, when he goes before you into danger ? For you 
know very well that I shall go into the danger first, and 
make the first attack upon the enemy. Do not you there- 
fore desert me, but persuade yourselves that (xod will be 
assisting to my onset. Know this also, before we begin, 
that we shall now have better success than we should have, 
if we were to fight at a distance.*" 

S. As Titus was saying this, an extraordinary fury fell 
upon the men ; and as Trajan was already come, befm^ the 
fight began, with four hundred horsemen, they were uneasy 
at it, because the reputation of the victoi^ would be dimi- 
nished by being common to so many. Vespasian had also 
sent botn Antonius and Silo, with two thousand archers, and 
had given it them in charge to seize upon the mountain that 
was over against the city, and repel those that were upon the 
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wall ; which archers did as they were commftiided, and pre- 
vented those that attempted to as^st them that way. And 
now Titus made his own horse march first against the enemy, 
as did the others with a great noise after him, and extended 
themselves upon the plain as wide as the enemy which con« 
fronted them ; by which means they appeared, much more 
numerous than they really were. Wow the Jews, although 
they were surprised at their onset, and at their good order, 
made resistance against their attacks for a Uttle while ; but 
when they were pricked with their long poles, and overborne 
by the violent noise of the horsemen, they came to be tranw 
pled under their feet ; many also of them were slain on every 
side, which made them disperse themselves, and run to the 
city as fast as every one of tnem were able. So Titus pressed 
upon the hindermost, and slew them ; and of the rest, some 
he fell upon as thev stood on heaps, and some he prevented, 
and met them in the mouth, and ran them through ; many 
also he leaped upon as they fell one upon another, and trodie 
them down, and cut oif all the retreat they had to the wall, 
and turned them back into the plain, till at last they forced 
a passage by their multitude, and got away, and ran into the 
city. 

4. But now there fell out a terrible sedition among them 
within the city ; for the inhabitants themselves, who had po&* 
sessions there, and to whom the city belonged, were not dis*. 
posed to fight from the very beginnmg ? and now the less so, 
because they had been beaten ; but the foreigners, which 
were very numerous, would force them to fight so much the 
more, insomuch that there was a clamour and a tumult' 
among them« as all mutually an^ry one at another. And 
when Titus heard this tumult, for he was not far from the 
wall, he cried out, ^< Fellow-soldiers, now is the time ; and 
why do we make any delay, when God is giving up the Jews 
to us ? Take the victory which is given you : do not you 
hear what a ncMse they make ? Those that nave escaped ouc 
hands are in an uproar against one another. We have the 
city, if we make haste : but besides haste, we must undergo 
some labour, and use some couraee ; for no great thing 
uses to be accomplished without danger : accordingly, we 
must not only prevent their uniting again, which necessity 
will soon compel them to do, but we must also prevent the 
coming of our own men to our assistance^ that, as few as we 
are, we may conquer so great a multitude, and may ourselves 
alone take the city.*" 

5. As soon as ever Titus had said this, he leaped upon his 
horse, and rode apace down to the lake ; by wnich lake he 
marched, and entered into the city the first of them all, as 
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did the others soon after him. Hereupon those that were 
upon the walls were seized with a terror at the boldness of 
the attempt, kior durst any one venture to fight with him^ or 
to hinder him ; so they left j^arding the city, and some 6f 
those that were about Jesus fled over the country, while others 
of them ran down to the lake, and met the enemy in the teeth; 
and some were slain as they were getting up into ships, but 
others of them as they attempted to overtake those that were 
already |^ne aboard. There was also a great slaughter made 
in the city, while those foreigners, that had not fled away 
already, made opposition ; but the natural inhabitants were 
killed without figntin^ ; for, in hopes of Titus^ gi^i^ig them 
his rieht hand for their security, and out of a consciousness 
that tney had not given any consent to the war, they avoided 
fighting, till Titus had slmn the authors of this revolt, and 
then put a stop to any farther slaughters, out of commisera* 
tion of these inhabitants of the pbce. But for those that 
had fled to the lake upon seeing the dty taken, they sailed a^ 
far as they possibly could from tlie enemy. 

6. Hereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to his father, 
and let him know the good news of what he had done ; at 
which, as was natural, he was very joyful, both on account of 
the courage and glorious actions of his son ; for he thought 
that now the greatest part of the war was over. He then 
came thither himself, and set men to guard the city, and gave 
them command to take care that nobody got privately out of 
it, but to kill such as attempted so to cio. And on the next 
day he went down to the lake, and commanded that vessels 
should be fitted in order to pursue those that had escaped 
in the ships. These vessels were quickly gotten ready ac- 
cordingly, because there was great plenty of materials, and 
a great number of artificers also. 

7. Now this lake of Gennesareth is so called from the 
country adjoining to it Its breadth is forty furlongs, and 
its length one hundred and forty ; its waters are sweet, and 
very agreeable for drinking, for they are finer than the thick 
waters of other fens ; the lake is also pure, and on every side 
ends directly at the shores, and at the sand : it is also of a 
temperate nature when you draw it up, and of a mere gentle 
nature than river or fountain water, and yet always cooler 
than one would expect in so difiuse a place as this is. Now 
when this water is kept in the open air, it is as cold as that 
snow which the country people are accustomed to make by 
night in summer. There are several kinds of fish in it, dif< 
ferent both to the taste and the sight from those elsewhere. 
It is divided into two parts by tlie river Jordan. Now Pa^ 
nium is thought to be the fountain of Jordan, but in reality 
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it is carried thither afler an occult manner, from the place 
called Phiala : this place heis as you go up to Trachonitis, 
and is a hundred and twenty furlongs tram Csesarea, and is 
not far out of the road on the right hand ; and indeed it hath 
its name of Phiala (vial or bowl) very justly, from the round- 
ness of its circumference, as being round liKe a wheel ; Ms wa- 
ter continues always up to its edges, without either sinking 
or running over. And as this origin of Jordan was formerly 
not known, it was discovered so to be when Philip was te- 
trarch of Trachonitis ; for he had chaff thrown into Phiala, 
and it was found at Panium, where the ancients thought the 
fountain.head of the river was, whitlier it had been therrfore 
carried (by the waters). As for Panium itself, its natural 
beauty had been improved by the royal liberality of Agrippa, 
and adorned at his expenses. Now Jordan^s visible stream 
arises from this cavern, and divides the marshes and fens of 
the lake Semechonitis ; and when it hath run another hun- 
dred and twenty furlongs, it first passes by the city Julias, 
and then passes through the middle of the lake Gennesareth ; 
after which it runs a long way over a desert, and then makes 
its exit into the lake Asphaltitis. 

8. The countnr also that lies over against this lake, hath the 
same name of Uennesareth : its nature is wonderful as well 
as its -beauty ; its soil is so fruitful that all sorts of trees can 
grow upoiKit, and the inhabitants accordingly plant all sorts 
of trees there ; for the temper of the air is so well mixed 
that it agrees very well with those several sorts, particularly 
walnuts, which require the coldest air, flourish there in vast 
plenty ; there are palm trees also, which grow best in hot 
air ; fig trees also, and olives, grow near them, which yet re- 
quire an air that is more temperate. One may call this place 
the ambition of nature, where it forces those plants that are 
naturally enemies to one another, to agree together : it is a 
happy contention of the seasons, as if every one of them laid 
claim to this country ; for it not only nourishes different sorts 
of autumnal fruits, beyond men^s expectation, but preserves 
them also a great while ; it supplies men with the principal 
fruits, with grapes and figs,* continually, during ten months 

* It may be worth our iHiile to obserre bere, that hear &!• lake of Gen* 
netareth, grapes and figs hang on the trees ten months of die yeaz^ We nn^ 
observe also, that in Cyril of Jerusalem, Cateches. xyiiL sect 3, which was 
ilelivered not long before Easter, there were no fresh leaves of % trees, nor 
baoches of fresh grapes in Judea ; so that when St Mark says, chap. xi. 13, 
that our Saviour, soon after the same time of the year, came and fnnd Uavea 
on a fig tree near Jerusalem, but nojtggy became the time of new Jig9 ripen- 
ing wot ruit yet, he says very true ; nor were they therefore other than old 
leaves which our Saviour saw, and old figs which he etpectcd, and which 
even with us commonly hang on the trees all winter long. 
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of the year, and the rest of the fruits as they become ripe 
together through the whole year ; for bendes the good tem- 

Srature o£ the air, it is also watered bam a most fertile 
LiDtain. The people of the country call it Caphamaim ; 
eome have thou^t it to be a vein of the Nile, because it 
produces the Coracin fish as well as that lake does which is 
near to Alexandria. The length of this country extaids 
Itself alone the banks of this lake that bears the same name, 
for thirty furlongs, and is in breadth twaity. And this is the 
nature of the place. 

9. But now when the vessels were gotten ready, Vespasian 
{nit on shipboard as many of his forces as he tbpu^t suffi- 
cient to be too hard for those that were upon the lake, and 
set sail after them. Now these which were driven iptp th^ 
lake could neither fly to the land, where all was in 4ieir 
enemies^ hand and in war aeainst them, nor could they fight 
upon the level by sea, for weir ships were small, and fitted 
ooly for piracy ; they were too we^ to fi^t with Vespa- 
aan'^s vessels, and the mariners that were in them were so tew 
that they were afraid to come near the Romans, who attainted 
them in sreat numbers. Ifowever, as they sailed round about 
the vessds, and sometimes as they came near them, they threw 
stones at the Romans when they were agood way off, or came 
doaer and fought them : yet did they rec^ve the greatest 
harm themselves in both cases. As for the stones they .th;-ew 
at the Romans, they only made a sound one after another^ 
for they threw them against such as were in their arm0ur> 
while the Roman darts could readi the Jews themselves; 
and when they ventured to come near the Romans, they be- 
came sufferers themselves, before they could do any harm to 
the other, and were drowned, they and their ships togeUier. 
As for those that endeavoured to come to an actual j^ght> 
the Romans ran many of them through wkh their jbng pqies. 
Sometimes the Romans leaped into thcdr ships with sw<^ds 
in their hands, and slew them ; but when some of theip met . 
the vessels, the Romans caught them by the middle, and de. 
stroyed at once their ships and themselves, who were taken 
in tnem. And for such as were drowning in the sea, if they 
lifted their heads up above the water, they were either killed 
by darts, (mt caught by the vessels; but if , in the deqierate 
case they were in, they attempted to swim to their enemies, * 
the Romans cut off either their heads or their hands ; and 
indeed they were destroyed after various manners every where, 
till the rest bemg put to flight, were forced to set upon the 
land, while the vessels encompassed them about [on the sea] ; 
but as many of these were repulsed when they were getting 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



62. THE JEWISH WAH. BOOK III; 

ashore, they were kiUed by the darts upon the lake ; and 
the Romans leaped out of their vessels, and destroyed a great 
many more upon the land. One might then see the lake all 
bloody, and full of dead bodies ; for not one of them escaped. 
And a terrible stink, and a very sad sight there was on the 
following days over that country ; for as for the shores, they 
were full of shipwrecks, and of dead bodies all swelled ; and 
as the dead booies were inflamed by the sun, and putnfied, 
they corrupted the air, insomuch that the misery was not only 
the object of commiseration to the Jews, but to those that 
hated them, and had been the authors of that misery. This 
was the upshot of the sea-fi{^ht. The number of the slainv 
including those that were lulled in the city before, was six 
thousand five hundred. 

10. After this fight was over, Vespasian sat upon his tri- 
bunal at Tarichese, in ordei^ to distinguish the foreigners 
from the old inhabitants ; for those foreigners appeared to 
have begun the war. So he deliberated with the other com^ 
manders, whether he ought to save those old inhabitants or 
not. And when those commanders alleged that the dismis- 
sion of them would be to his own disadvantage, because when 
they were once set at liberty they would not be at rest, since 
they would be people destitute of proper habitations, and 
would be able to compel such as they fled to, to fight against 
us, Vespasian acknowledged that they did not deserve to be 
saved, and that if they had leave given them to fly away they 
would make use of it against those that gave them that leave. 
But still he considered with himself, after what manner they 
should be slain ; * for if he had them slain there, he sus- 
pected the people of the country would thereby become his 
enemies; for that to be sure they would never bear it, that 
so many that had been supplicants to him should be killed ; 
and to ofier violence to them, after had given them assur- 
ances of their lives, he could not himself bear to do it. How- 
ever, bis friends were too hard for him, and pretended that 

* This if the most cruel and most barbAitnu iction that VespAskui erer did in 
this whole war, as he did it with great reluctance also. It was done both 
after public assurance given of sparing the prisoners** lives, and when all 
knew and confened that these prisoners were no way'gnilty of anj sedition 
against the Romans. Nor indeed did Titus now give his consent, so far as 
appears, nor never acted of himself so barbarously ; nay. soon after this, Titus 
grew quite weary of shedding blood, and of punishing the innocent with the 
guilty ; and gave the people of Giscbala leave to keep the Jewish Sabbath, 
(B. iv. chap. ii. sect. 3, 5), in the midst of theur siege. Nor was Yespasion 
disposed to do what he did, till his officers persuaded him, and that fttMn two 
principal topics, viz. that nothing could be unjust tliat was done i^nst 
Jews ; and that when both cannot be consistent, advantage must prevail over 
juiticc Admirable court doctrines these ! 
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nothing against Jews could be any impiety; and that he 
ought to prefer what was profitable before what was fit to 
be done, where both could not be made consistent. So he 
gave them an ambiguous liberty to do as they advised, and 
permitted the prisoners to go aXons no other road than that 
which led to Tiberias only. So Uiey readily believed what 
they desired to be true, and went along securely, with thar 
effects, the way which was allowed them, while the Romans 
seized upon all the road that led to Tiberias, that none of 
them might ^ out of it, and shut them up in the dty. Then 
came Vespasian, and ordered them all to stand in the stadium, 
and commanded them to kill the old men, together with the 
others that were useless, wluch were in number a thousand 
and two hundred. Out of the young men he chose six thou- 
sand of the strongest, and sent them to Nero, to di^ through 
the Isthmus ; and sold' the remainder for slaves, bemg thirty 
thousand and four hundred, besides such as he made a pre« 
sent of to Agrippa ; for as to those that belonged to his king, 
dom, he gave nim leave to do what he pleased with them ; 
however, the king sold these also for slaves ; but for the rest 
of the multitude, who were Trachonites and Gaulanites, and 
of Hippos, and some of Gadara, the greatest part of them 
were seditious persons, and fugitives, who were of such 
shameful characters that they preferred war before peace. 
These prisoners were taken on the eighth day of the month 
<7orpieu8 [Elul]. 
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BOOK IV. 




Containing Ae Interval of about one Year. 

f'ROM THE 8IE6& OF GAMALA, TO THE COKING TO TITtTS TO 
BESIEGE JERUSALEM. 



CHAP. I. 

The Siege and Taking tfGamaia. 

§ 1. Now all those Galileans who, after the taking of Jota- 
pata, had revolted from the Romans, did, upon the conquest 
of Tarichese, deliver themselves up to them again. And the 
Rotiians rt^ceivcd all the fortresses and the cities, excepting 
Gischala, and those that had seized upon Mount Tabor; 
Gamala also, which is a dty over agmnst Tarichese, but on 
the other side of the lake, conspired with them. This city 
lay upon the borders of Agrippa^s kinmlom, as also did So- 
gtina and Scleueia. And these were both parts of Gaulanitis; 
for Sogana was a part of that called the upper Ganlanitis, as 
waji Gamala of the lower ; while Seleuda was situated at the 
lake of Bemcchonkis, which lake is thirty furlongs in breadth, 
and sixty in kngth ; its marshes reach as far as th6 place. 
Daphne, which in other respects is a delicious place, and 
hain such fountains as supply water to what is called Little 
Jordan^ under the temple of the golden calf,* where it is 
tent into Great Jordan. Now Amppa had united Sogana 
and Seleucia by leagues to himself, at the very beginning of 
the rcvoJt fmm the Romans; yet did not Gamala accede to 
them, but rt'lied upon the difficulty of the place, which was 
greater than that of Jotapata ; for it was situated upon a 
rou^h ridgD of a high mountain,' with a kind of neck m the 
middle \ where it begins to ascend, it lengthens itself, and 
dechn^as as much downward before as behind, insomuch that 
it \» like a camel in figure, from whence it is so named, al- 
though ihc people of ihc country do not pronounce it accu- 
t9Ufij * l*otli on the side and the face, there are abrupt parts 

M ibe exact {Situation of one of Jeroboam** golden oa/vtt, 

* it Jordan into Great Jordan, near a place called Dapknep 

. ^p»* See the tiote on Antiq. B. iriiL cfa. viiL sect 4. But Be. 

4 $ 'tli«i tvcn htta we should read Dan instead of Daphne, there 

i cUe itjy mctiuon of a place called Dapkne heitaboats. 
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divided from the rest, and ending in vast deep valleys ; yet are 
the parts behind, where they are joined to the mountain, 
somewhat easier of ascent than the other ; but then the people 
belonging to the place have cut an oblique ditch there, and 
made that hard to be ascended also. On its acclivity, which 
18 strait, houses are built, and those very thick and close to 
one another. The city aJso hangs so strangely that it looks 
as if it would fall down upon itself, so sharp is it at the top. 
It is exposed to the south, and its southern mount, which 
reaches to an immense hei^t, was in the nature of a citadel 
to the city ; and above that was a precipice, not walled about, 
but extending itself to an immense depth. There was also 
a qpring of water within the wall, at the utmost limits of the 
city. 

% As this city was naturally hard to be taken, so had Jo- 
sephus, by buil<un^ a wall about it, made it still stronger, as 
also by ditches and mines underground. The people that 
were in it were made more bold, by the nature of the place, 
than the people of Jotapata had been, but it had much fewer 
6ghting men in it ; ana they had ^uch a confidence in the 
situation of the place that they thought the enemv could not 
be too many for them ; for the city had been fiUea witli those 
that had fled to it for safety, on account of its strength ; on 
.which account they had been able to resist those whom 
Agrippa sent to besiege it for seven months together. 

3. But Vespa^an removed from Emmaus, where he had 
last pitched his camp, before the city Tiberias (now Emmaus, 
if it oe interpreted, may be rendered a warm baih^ for therein 
is a spring of warm water, useful for healing), and came to 
Gamala ; yet was its situation such that he was not able to 
encompass it all round with soldiers to watch it ; but where 
the places were practicable, he set men to watch it, and 
seized upon the mountain which was over it. And as tlie le- 
gions, according to their usual custom, were fortifying their 
camp upon that mountain, he began to cast up banks at the 
bottom, at the part toward the east, where the highest tower 
of the whole city was, and where the fifteenth legion pitched 
their camp ; while the fifth legion did duty over against the 
midst of the city, and whilst the tenth le^on filled up the 
ditches and the valleys. Now at this time it was that as king 
Agrippa was come nigh the walls, and was endeavouring to 
speak to those that were on the walls about a surrender, he 
was hit with a stone on his right elbow, bv one of the slingers ; 
he was then immediately surrounded with his own men. But 
the Romans were excited to set about the siege, by their indig* 
nation on the king^s account, and by their fear on their own 
account, as concluding that those men would omit no kinds 
of barbarity against foreigners and enemies, who were^ eh-. 
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raged ag^nst one of their own nation, and one that advised 
them to nothing but what was for their own advantage. 

4. Now'when the banks were finished, which was done on 
the sudden, both by the multitude of hands, and by their 
being accustomed to such work, they brought the macntnes ; 
but Chares and Joseph, who were the most potent men of 
the city, set their armed men in order, though already in a 
fnght, because they did not suppose that the city could hold 
out long, since they had not a sufficient quantity either of 
water or of other necessaries. However, these their leaders 
encouraged them, and brought them out upon the wall, and 
for a while indeed they drove away those tnat were bringing 
the machines; but when those machines threw darts ana 
stones at them, they retired into the city ; then did the Romans 
bring battering rams to three several places, and made the 
wall shake [and fall]. They then poured in over the parts 
of the wall that were thrown down, with a mighty sound of 
trumpets and noise of armour, and with a shout of the sol- 
diers, and brake in by force upon those that were in the dty ; 
but these men fell upon the Romans for some time, at their 
first entrance, and prevented their going any farther, and with 
great courage beat them back ; ana the Romans were so over- 

S>wered by the greater multitude of the people, who beat 
em on every ?ide, that they were obliged to run into the 
upper parts of the city. Whereupon the people turned about 
ana fell upon their enemies, who had attacked them, and 
thrust them down to the lower parts, and as they were dis- 
tressed by the narrowness and difficulty of the place, slew 
them ; and as these Romans could neither beat those back 
that were above them, nor escape the force of their own men 
that were forcing their way forward, they were compelled to 
fly into their enemies' houses, which were low ; but these 
houses, being thus full of soldiers whose weight they could 
not bear, fell down suddenly ; and when one house feU, it 
shook down a great many of those that were under it, as did 
those do to sucii as were under them. By this means a vast 
number of the Romans perished ; for they were so terribly 
distressed, that although they saw the houses subsiding, they 
were compelled to leap upon the tops of them ; so that a 
great many were ground to powder by these ruins, and a 
great many of those that got from under them lost some of 
their limbs, but still a greater number were suffocated by the 
dust that arose from those ruins. The people of Oamala 
supposed this to be an instance afforded them by God, and 
without regarding what damage they suffered themselves, 
they pressed forward, and thrust the enemy upon the tops of 
theur houses ; and when they stumbled in the sharp and narrow 
i&trpetS| and were perpetually falling down, they thr^w thw 
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stones or darts at them, and slew them. Now the very ruins 
afforded them stones enough ; and for iron weapons, the dead 
men of the enemy^s side afforded them what they wanted ; 
for, drawing the swords of those that were dead, they made 
use of them to dispatch such as were only half dead ; nay, 
there were a great number, who, upon thdr falling down 
from the tops of the houses, stabbea themselves, and died 
after that manner ; nor indeed was it easy for those that were 
beaten back to fly away, for they were so unacquainted with 
the ways, and the dust was so thick, that they wandered about 
without knowing one another, and fell down dead among the 
crowd. 

5. Those, therefore, that were able to find the ways out 
of the city, retired. But now Vespasian always staid amon^ 
those that were hard set ; for he was deeply affected with 
seeii^ the ruins of the city falling upon his army, and forsot 
to take care of his own preservation. He went up gradumly 
towards the highest parts of the city before he was aware, 
and was left in the midst of dangers, having only a very few 
with liim ; for even his son Titus was not with him at that 
time, having been then sent into Syria, to Mucianus. How- 
ever, he thought it not safe to fly, nor did he esteem it a fit 
thing for him to do ; but calling to mind the actions he had 
done from his youth, and recollecting his courage, as if he had 
been excited by a divine fury, he covered himself and those 
that were with him with their shields, and formed a testudo 
over both their bodies and their armour, and bore up against 
the enemy^s attacks, who came running down from the top 
of the dty ; and without shewing any dread to the multitude 
of the men, or of their darts, he endured all, until the enemy 
took notice of that divine courage that was within him, and 
remitted of their attacks ; and when they pressed less, zea- 
lously upon him, he retired, though without shewing his 
back to them, till he was gotten out of the walls of the city. 
Now a great number of the Romans fell in this battle, among 
whom was Ebutius the decurion, a man who appeared not 
only in this engagement, wherein he fell, but every where, 
ana in former engagements, to be of the truest courage, and 
one that had done very great mischief to the Jews. But 
there was a centurion whose name was GaUua^ who during 
this disorder being encompassed about, he and ten other sol- 
diers privately crept into tue house of a certain person, where 
he heard them talking at supper what the people intended to 
do against the Romans, or about themselves (for both the 
man himself, and those with him, were Syrians). So he got 
up in the ni^ht-time, and cut all their throats, and escaped, 
li^ther with his soldiers, to the Romans, 
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6. And DOW Vespasian comforted his anny, which was 
much dejected by reiSecting on their ill success, and because 
they had never before fallen into such a calamity ; and besides 
this, because they were greatly ashamed that they had left 
their general alone in great dangers. As to what concerned 
himself, he avoided to say any thing, that he might by no 
means seem to complain of it ; but be said, that ^^ We ought 
to bear manfully what usually falls out in war ; and this by 
considering whi^ the nature of war is, and how it can never 
be that we must conquer without bloodshed on our own side ; 
for there stands about us that fortune, which is of its own 
nature mutable ; that while they had killed so many ten thou* 
sands of the Jews, they had now paid thar small snare of the 
reckoning to fate ; and as it is the part of weak people to be 
too much puffed up with good success, so is it the part of 
cowards to be too much a&righted at Uiat which is ill ; for 
the change from the one to the otiier is sudden on both sides, 
and he is th^bjest warrior who is of a sober mind under nns* 
fcNTtunes, tha'^e may continue in that temper, and cheerfully 
recover what hath been lost formerly : and as for what had 
now happened, it was neither owing to their own effeminacy, 
Bor to the valour of the Jews, but the difficulty of the place 
was the occaaon of their advantage, and (^our disappoint- 
ment Upon reflecting on which matter, one might tdame 
your zeal as perfectly ungovernable ; for when the enemy had 
retired to their hi^^st fastnesses, you ought to have re- 
strained yourselves, and not, by presenting yourselves at the 
top of the cky, to be exposed to dan^s ; but upon your 
havinff obtained the lower parts of the aty, you ought to have 
provoked those that had retired thidier to a safe and settled 
battle ; whereas, in rushing so hastily upon victory, you took 
no care of your safety. But this incautaousness m war, and 
this madness of zeal, is not a Roman maxim, while we per- 
form all that we attempt by skill and good order: that pro- 
cedure is the part of barbanans, and. is what the Jews chiefly 
support themselves by. We ought therefore to return to our 
own virtue, and to be rather angry, than any longer dejected 
at this unlucky misfortune, andlet every one seek for his own 
consolaticm from his own hand ; for by this means he will 
avenge those that have been destjroyed, and punish those that 
have killed them. For myself, I will endeavour, as I have 
now done, to go first before you against your enemies in 
every engagement, and to be tne last that retires from if 

7. So Weepasieai encouraged his army by this speech ; but 
for the people of Gamala, it happened tnat they took courage 
for a little while, upon such great and unaccountable success 
as they had had. But when mey conadered with themselves. 
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that they had now no hopes oimiy terms of accommodation, 
and Teflecting upon it that they could not get away^ and that 
their provinons began aheady to be ahcMrt, they were exceed^i. 
in^y cast down, wad dieir courage failed them ; yet did they 
not neglect what might be for their preservation, so far as 
they were able, but the most courageous amoi)g them guarded 
those parts of the wall that were beaten down, while the more 
infirm did the same to the rest of the wall that still remained 
lound the city. And as the Romans raised their banks, and 
attempted to get into the city a second time, a great many 
of them fled out of the city through impractictiUe valleys, 
wfa^e Do guards were placed, as also through subterraneous 
caverns; while those tnat w^e aftaid of being caught, and 
far that reason staid in the dty, perilled far want of food ; 
for what food they had was brou^t together from all quar- 
ters, and reserved for the fighting men. 

8. And these were the hard circumstances the people of 
Gamala were in. But now Vespasian went about another 
work, by the bye, during this siege, and that was to subdue 
those that had seized upon Mount Tabor, a place that lies in 
the middle between the great plain and Scythopolis, whose 
top is elevated as high as thirty furlongs,* and is hardly to 
be ascended on its north side ; its top is a plain of twenty-six 
furii^ffs, and all enconroassed with a wall. Now Josephus 
erectea this so long a waJx in forty days time, and furnished it 
with other materiiUs, and with water from below; for the inha* 
faitants only made use ci rain water : as therefore there was 
a ^eat multitude of people gotten tog^ether unon this moun- 
tam, Yeiqpasian sent Placklus with six hundred horsemen 
thither. Now as it was impossible for him to ascend the 
mountain, he invited many of them to peace by the dSer ci 
his ri|^t band for their security, and of his intercession for 
them. Accordingly they came down, but with a treacherous 

* Then mimbat in Jofephns of 30 AnloQgi aaeent to the ten of Mount 
Tabor, whether we estimate it bj winding and g;radiial, or by the perpendi- 
cular altitude, and of 26 fUrlongi drcomference upon the top, as also Uie 15 
IMongs fbr this ascent in Polybius, with GeminWs perpendicular altitude, 
of ahnost 14 ftnloDga, b^v iMMed by Dr. Hudson, do none of them agree 
with the authentic testimonj of Mr. Maundrsl, an eye witness, pqge 112, who 
says he was not an hour in getting up to the top of this Mount Tabor, and at 
the area of Ae top is an oval of about 2 ftirlongs in length, and 1 in breadth. 
So I rather nippoee Josephus wrote 3 ftnlengs lor the ascent or altitude, in- 
stead of 30 ; and 6 furlongs fw the circumference at Ae top, instead of 2S s 
ainoe a mountain of only 3 furlongs perpendicular altitude may easily re. 
quire near an hour's ascent, and the circumference of an oval of the foregoing 
quantity is near 6 (krkmgs ; nor certainly could sodi a Test drcomference as 
96 fhrlongs* or three miles and a quarter, at that height be encompassed with 
a wall, including a trench, and other fortifications, perhaps those still re* 
maiaing, ibid, in the small interval of 40 days, as Josephus here says they 
vcit by himsdft 
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(design, as well as he had the like treacherous design upon 
them on the other side; for Placidus spoke mildly to them, 
as aiming to take them when he got them into the plain ; 
they also came down, as complying with his proposals, but it 
was in order to fall upon him when he was not aware of it : 
however, Placidus^s stratagem was too hard for theirs ; for 
when the Jews began to ^ht, he pretended to run away, 
and when they were in pursuit of the Romans, he enticed 
them a great way along the plain, and then made his horse^/ 
men turn back ; whereupon n.e beat them, and slew a great 
number of them, and cut off the retreat of the rest of the 
multitude, and hindered their return. So they left Tabor, 
and fled to Jerusalem, while the people of the country came 
to terms with him, for their water failed them, and so they 
delivered up the mountain and themselves to Placidus. 

9. But of the people of Gamala, those that were of the 
bolder sort fled away and hid themselves, while the more in- 
firm perished by famine ; but the men of war sustained the 
siege till the two and twentieth day of the month Hyperbere- 
teus [Tisri], when three soldiers of the fifteenth legion, about 
the morning watch, got under a high tower that was near 
them, and undermined it, vrithout making any noise ; nor 
when they either came to it, which was in the night-time, 
nor when they were under it, did those that guard^ it per- 
ceive them. These soldiers, then, upon their coming, avoided 
jnaking a noise, and when they had rolled away five of its 
strongest stones, they went away hastily; whereupon the 
tower fell down upon a sudden, with a very great noise, and 
its guard fell headlong with it ; so that those that kept guard 
at other places were under such disturbance that they ran 
away. The Romans also slew many of those that ventured to 
oppose them, among whom was Joseph, who was slain by a 
dart as he was runnmg away over that part of the wall that 
was broken down ; but as those that were in the city were 
greatly affrighted at the ncnse, they ran hither and thither, 
and a grest consternation fell upon them, as though all the 
enemy nad fallen in at once upon them. Then it was that 
Chares, who was ill and under the physician^s hands^ gave up 
the ghost, the fear he was in greatly contributing to make 
his distemper fatal to him. But the Romans so well re* 
membered their former ill success, that they did not enter the 
city till the three and twentieth day of the forementioned 
month. 

10. At which time Titus, who was now returned, out of 
the indignation he had at the destruction the Romans had 
undergone while he was absent, took two hundred chosen 
horsemen and some footmen with him, and entered without 
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noise into the city. Now as the watch perceived that he was 
coming, they made a noise, and betook themselves to their 
arms ; and as that his entrance was presently known to those 
that were in the city, some of them caught hold of their 
children and their wives, and drew them after them, and fled 
awav to the citadel, with lamentations and cries, while others 
of them went to meet Titus, and were killed perpetually ; 
but so many of them as were hindered from runnmg up to the 
citadel, not knowing what in the world to do, fell among the 
Roman guards, while the groans of those that wefe killed 
were prodigiously great every where, and blood ran down 
over all the lower parts of the city from the upper. But then 
Vespasian himself came to his assistance against those that 
had fled to the citadel, and brought his whole army with 
him. Now this upper part of the city was every way rocky, 
and difficult of ascent, and elevated to a vast altitude, and 
very full of people on all sides, and encompassed with preci* 
pices, whereoy the Jews cut off those that came up to them, 
and did much mischief to others by their darts and the liu-ge 
stones which they rolled down upon them, while they were 
themselves so high that the enemy^s darts could hardly reach 
them. However, there arose such a divine storm against 
them as was instrumental to their destruction ; this carried 
the Boman darts upon them, and made those which they 
threw return back, and drove them obliquely away from 
them ; nor could the Jews indeed stand upon their preci- 
pices, by reason of the violence of the wind, having nothing 
that was stable to stand upon, nor could they see those that 
were ascending up to them ; so the Romans got up. and sur- 
rounded them, and some they slew before they could defend 
themselves, and others as they were delivering up themselves; 
and the remembrance of those that were slain at thar former 
entrance into the city increased their rage against them now : 
a ereat number also of those that were surrounded on everj 
side, and despaired of escaping, threw their children and their 
wives, and themselves also, down the precipices into the 
valley beneath, which, near the citadel, had been dug hollow 
to a vast depth ; but so it happened, that the anger of the 
Romans appeared not to be so extravamnt, as was the mad-> 
ness of those that were now taken, while the Romans slew 
but four thousand, whereas the number of those that had 
thrown themselves down was found to be five thousand ; nor 
did any one escape except two women, who were the daugl>- 
ters of Philip, and Philip himself was the son of a certain 
eminent man called JaHmtiSy who had been general of king 
Agrippa'^s army; and these did therefore escape, because they 
lay concealed from the rage of the Romans when the city 
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was taken ; for otherwise they spared not so much as the 
infants, of which many were flung down by them from the 
citadel. And thus was Gamala taken, on the three and twen* 
tieth day of |he month Hjrperbereteus [Tisri|. Whereas the 
city had first revolted on the four and twentieth day of the 
month Gorpieus {Elul]. 

CHAP. II. 

The Surrender qfGischda ; while JohnJUee away from it to 
Jerusalem, 

§ 1. Now no place of Galilee remained to be taken but the 
small dty of Gischala, whose inhabitants yet were denrpus of 
peace ; for they were generally husbandmen, and always ap* 
plied themselves to cultivate the fruits of the earth. However, 
there were a great number that belonged to a band of robbers, 
that were already corrupted, and bed crept in among them, 
and some of the governing part of the citizens were sick of 
the same distemper. It was John, the son of a certain man 
whose name was Leoi^ that drew them into this rebellion, and 
encouraged them in it He was a cunning knave, and of a 
temper diat could put on various shapes ; ver^ rash in ex^ 
pectmg great things, and very sagacious in bringing about 
what he hoped for. It was known to every body that he was 
fond of war, in order to thrust himself into authority ; and 
the seditious part of th^ people of Gischala were under his 
management, oy whose means the populace, who seemed 
ready to send ambassadors in order to a surrender, waited for 
the coming of the Romans in battle-array. Vespasian sent 
against them Titus with a thousand horsemen, but withdrew 
the tenth legion to Scythopolis, while he returned to Csesarea 
with the two other legions, that he might allow them to re. 
fresh themselves after their long and hard campaign, think- 
ing withal that the plenty which was in those cities would 
improve their bodies and their spirits against the difficulties 
diey were to go through afterwards ; for he saw there would 
be occasion for great pains about Jerusalem which was not 
yet taken, because it was the royal city, and the principal 
city of the whole nation, and because those that had run 
away from the war in other places, got altogether thither. It 
was also naturally strong, and the walls that were built round 
it made him not a little concerned about it Moreover, he 
esteemed the men that were in it to be so courageous and 
bold, that, even without the oonraderation of the walls, it 
would be hard to subdue them ; for which reason he took 
care of, and exerdsed his soldiers beforehand for the work, 
as they do Vrestlers before they begin their undertaking. 
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2. Now Titiis, as he rode up to Gischala, found it would 
be easy for him to take the city upon the first onset ; but 
knew withal, that if he took it by force, the multitude would 
be destroyed by the soldiers without mercy. (Now he was 
already satiatea with the shedding of blood, and pitied the 
major part, who would then perisn without distinction, toge- 
ther with the guilty.) So he was rather desirous the city might 
be surrenderra up to him on terms. Accordingly, when he 
saw the wall full of those men that were of the corrupted 
party, he said to them, that ** he could not but wonder what 
It was they depended on, when they alone staid to fight the 
Bomans, after every other city was taken by them, especially 
when they have seen cities^ much better fortified than theirs 
is, overthrown by a single attack upon them ; while as many 
as have entrusted themselves to the security of the Romans^ 
right hands, which henows offers to them, without regard- 
ing their former insolence, do enjoy their own possessions 
in safety ; for that while they had hopes of recovering their 
liberty, they might be pardoned, but that their continuance 
still in their opposition, when they saw that to be impossible, 
was inexcusable ; for that if they will not comply with such 
humane offers, and right hands for security, they should have 
experience of such a war as would spare nobody, and should 
soon be made sensible, that their wall would he but a trifle 
when battered by the Roman machines ; in depending on 
which they demonstrate themselves to be the only Galifeans 
that were no better than arrogant slaves and captives." 

8. Now none of the populace durst not only make a re- 
ply, but durst not so much as get upon the wall ; for it was 
iall taken up by the robbers, who were also the guard at the 
gates, in order to prevent any of the rest from going out in 
order to propose terms of submission, and from receiving any 
of the horsemen into the city. But John returned Titus thi* 
answer, that " for himself he was content to hearken to his 
proposals, and that he would either parsuade or force those 
that refused them. Yet he said, that Titus ought to have 
such regard to the Jewish law, as to grant them leave to 
celebrate that day, which was the seventh day of the week, 
on which it was unlawful not only to remove their arms, but 
even to treat of peace also ; and that even the Romans were 
not ignorant how the period of the seventh day was among 
them a cessation from all labours ; and that he who should 
compel them to transgress the law about that day would be 
equally guilty with those that were compelled to transgress 
it; and that this delay could be of no aisadvantage to Tiim, 
for why should any boay think of doing any thing in the nig^h t^ 
unless It was to fly away ? which he might prevent by placing 
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his camp round about them; and that they ^ould think it 
a great point gained, if they might not be obliced to trans^ 
gress the laws of their country ; and that it woiud be a right 
thing for him, who desired to grant them peace without 
their expectation of such a favour, to preserve the laws of 
those they saved inviolable.*" Thus did this man put a trick 
' upon Titus, not so much out of r^ard to the seventh day as 
to his own preservation ; for he was afraid lest he should be 
quite deserted if the city should be taken, and had his hopes 
of life in that ni^bt, and in his flight therein. Now this was 
the work of Groo, who therefore preserved this John, that he 
might bring on the destruction of Jerusalem ; as also it was 
his work that Titus was prevailed with by this pretence for 
a deUy^ and that he pitched his camp farther off the dty, at 
Cydessa. This Cydessa was a strong mediterranean village 
of the Tyrians, which always hated and made war against the 
Jews ; it had also a ^eat number of inhabitants, and was well 
fortified, which made it a proper place for such as were ene- 
mies to the Jewish nation. 

4. Now in the nieht-time, when John saw that there was 
no Roman guard about the city, he seized the opportunity 
directly, and taking with him not only the armed men that 
were about him, but a considerable number of those that had 
little to do, together with their families, he fled to Jerusalem. 
And indeed, though the man was making haste to get away, 
, and was tormented with fears of being a captive, or of losing 
his life, yet did he prevail with himsdf to take out of the city 
along with him a multitude of women and children, as far as 
twenty furlongs ; but there 1^ left them as he proceeded far- 
ther on his journey, where those that were left behind made 
sad lamentations ; for the farther every one of them^was come 
from his own people, the nearer they thought themselves to 
be to their enemies. They also affrighted themselves with 
this thought, that those who would carry them into captivity 
were just at hand, and still turned themselves back at the 
mere noise they made themselves in this their hasty flight, 
as if those from whom they fled were just upon them. Many 
also of them missed their ways, and the earnestness of such 
as aimed to outgo the rest threw down many of them. And 
indeed there was a miserable destruction made of the women 
and children ; while some of them took the courage to call 
their husbands and kinsmen back, and to beseech them, with 
the bitterest lamentations, to stay for them ; but John'^s ex- 
hortation, who cried out to them to save themselves, and fly 
away, prevailed. He said also, that if the Romans should 
seize upon those whom they left behind, they would be re- 
venged on them for it. So this multitude that ran thus away 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CffAP. III. THE JEWISH WAIL 65 

was diaperaed abroad, according as each of them was able to 
run, one faster or slower than another. 

5. Now on the next day Titus came to the wall, to make 
the agreement ; whereupon the people^opened th^ir gates to 
him, and came out to him, with tneir children and wives, and 
made acclamations of joy to him, as to one that had been • 
their benefactor, and had delivered the city out of custody ; 
they also informed him of John^s flight, and besought him to 
spore them, and to come in and bring the rest of those that 
were for innovations to punishment. But Titus, not so much 
regarding the supplications of the people, sent part of his 
horsemen to pursue after John, but they could not overtake 
him, for he was gotten to Jerusalem before ; they also slew 
ax thousand of the women and children who went out with 
him, but returned back and brought with them almost three 
thousand. However, Titus was greativ displeased that he 
had not been able to brin^ this John, who had deluded him, 
Co punishment ; yet he had captives enough, as well as the 
corrupted part of the city, to satisfy his anger, when it missed 
of Jonn. So he entered the city in the midst of acclamations 
of joy ; and when he had given orders to the soldiers to pull 
down a small part of the wall, as of a city taken in war, he 
repressed those that had disturbed the city rather by threaten- 
ings than by executions ; for he thought that many would 
accuse innocent persons, out of their own private animosities 
and quarrels, if he should attempt to distinguish those that 
were worthy of punishment from the rest ; and that it was 
better to let a guilty person alone in his fears, than to destroy 
with him any one that did not deserve it ; for that probably . 
such an one might be taught prudence, by the fear of the 

fjunishment he had deserved, and have a shame upon him 
or his former ofPences, when he had been forgiven ; out that 
the punishment of such as have been once put to death could 
never be retrieved. However, he placed a garrison in the city 
for its security, by which means he should restrain those that 
were for innovations, and should leave those that were peace* 
ably disposed in greater security. And thus was all Galilee 
taken, but this not till after it had cost the Romans much 
pains before it could be taken by them. 

CHAP. III. 

Concerning John qfGiachala, Concerning the Zealots^ and 
the High^Priest Ananvs ; as also how ilte Jews raised 
Seditions one against another in [Jerusalem]. 

§ 1. Now, upon John> entry into Jerusalem, the whole body 
of the people were in an uproar, and ten thousand of them 
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crowded about every one of the fu^tivea that were oome to 
them, and inquirea of them what miseries had happened 
abroad, when their breath was so short, and hot, and quick, 
that of itself it declared the great distress they were in ; yet 
did they talk big under their misfortunes, and pretended to 
- say, that they had not fled away from the Romans, but came 
thither in order to fight tliem with less hazard ; for that it 
would be an unreasonable and a fruitless thing for them to 
expose themselves to desperate hazards about Gischala, and 
such weak cities ; whereasrthey ought to lay up their weapons 
and their zeal, and reserve it for their metropohs. But when 
they related to them the taking of Gischala, and their decent 
departure, as they pretended, from that place, many of the 
people understood it to be no better* than a flight ; and es- 
pecially when the people were told of those that were made 
captives, tliey were in ^ great confusion, and guessed those 
thmgs to be plain indications that they should be taken also. 
But for John, he was very little concerned for those whom 
he had left beliind him, but went about among all the peo« 
pie, and persuaded them to go to war, by the hopes he gave 
them. He affirmed that the aflkirs of the Aomans were in 
a weak condition, and extolled his own power. He also 
jested upon the ignorance of the unskilful, as if those Ro- 
mans, although they should take to themselves wings, could 
never fly over the wall of Jerusalem, who found such great 
difliculties in taking the villages of Galilee, and had broken 
their engines of war against tneir walls. 

2. These harangues of John^s corrupted a great part of 
the young men, and pufled them up for the war ; but as to 
the more prudent part, and those in years, there was not a 
man of them but foresaw what was coming, and made lamen-i 
tation on that account, as if the city was already undone ; and 
in this confusion were the people. But then it must be ob- 
served, that the multitude that came out of the country were 
at discord before the Jerusalem sedition began ; for Titus 
went from Gischala to Csesarea, and Vespasian from Csesarea 
to Jarania and Azotus, and took them both ; and, when he 
had put garrisons into them, he came back with a great num- 
ber of the people, who were come over to him, upon his 
giving them his right hand for their preservation. There 
were besides, disorders and civil wars m every city, and all 
those that were at quiet from the Romans turned tneir hands 
one against another. There was also a bitter contest between 
those that were fond of war, and those that were desirous of 
peace. At the first this quarrelsome temper caught hold of 
private families, who could not agree among themselves ;. 
after which , those people that were the dearest to one an- 
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other brake througb aU restr^nts with regard to each othcr^ 
and every one associated with those of bis own opinion, and 
braan ahready to stand in oppo^tion one to another ; so that 
sections arose everywhere, while those that were for innova; 
tions, and were desirous of war, by their youth and boldness 
were too hard for the aged and the prudent men. And, in 
the first place, aU the people of every place betook them-^ 
selves to rapine ; after whicn they got together in bodies, in 
order to roo the people of the country ; insomuch that for 
barbarity and iniquity those of the same nation did no way 
differ from the Romans; n^, it seemed to be a much Hghter 
thing to be ruined by the Komans than by themselves. 

8. Now the Roman garrisons, which guarded the cities, 
partly out of their uneasmess to take such trouble upon diem, 
and partly out of the hatred they bare to the Jewish nation, 
did little or nothing towards reheving the miserable, till the 
captains of these troops of robbers, bein^ satiated with rapines 
in the country, got all together from aU parts, and became a 
band of wickedness, and all together crept into Jerusalem, 
which was now become a city without a governor, and, as 
the ancient custom was, received without distinction all that 
belonged to their nation ; and these they then received, be- 
cause all men supposed that those who came so fast into the 
city, came out of kindness, and for their assistance, although 
these very men, besides the seditions they raised, were other- 
wise the direct cause of the city^s destruction also ; for as 
they were an unprofitable and a useless multitude, they spent 
those provisions oeforehand, which might otherwise have been 
BuiEcient for the fighting men. Moreover, besides the bring- 
ing on of the war, they were the occasions of sedition and 
famine therein. 

4. There were, besides these, other robbers that came out 
of the country, and came into the city, and joining to them 
those that were worse than themselves, omitted no kind of 
barbarity ; for they did not measure their courage by tlieir 
rapines and plunderings only, but proceeded as far as mur- 
dering men ; and this not in the night-time or privately, or 
with regard to ordinary men, but did it openly in the day- 
time> and began with the most eminent persons in the city ; 
for the first man they meddled with was Antipas, one of royal 
lineage, and the most potent man in the whole city, insomuch 
that the public treasures were committed to his care : him 
they took and confined, as they did in the next place to Le« 
vias, a person of great note, with Sophas, the son of Raffuel^ 
both which were of royal Uneage also. And besides these, 
they did the same to the principal men of th6 country. This 
caused a terrible consternation among the people, and every j 
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one contented himself with taking care of his own safety, as 
they would do if the city had been taken in war. 

5. But these were not satisfied with the bonds into which 
they had put the men forementioned ; nor did they think it 
safe for them to keep them thus in custody long, since they 
were men very powerful, and had numerous families of their 
own that were able to avenge them. Nay, they thought the 
very people would perhaps be so moved at these unjust pro* 
ceedings as to rise m a body against them : it was therefore 
resolved to have them slain. Accordingly they sent one John^ 
who was the most bloody-minded of them all, to do that ex- 
ecution : this man was sdso called the son of Dorcas y* in the 
language of our country. Ten more men went along' with 
him into the prison, with their swords drawn, and so they cut 
the throats of those that were in custody there. The grand 
lying pretence these men made for so flagrant an enormity 
was this; that these men had had conferences with the Ro. 
mans for a surrender of Jerusalem to them ; and so they said 
they had slain only such as were traitors to their common 
liberty. Upon tlie whole, they grew the more insolent upon 
this liold prank of theirs, as though they had been the bene- 
factors and saviours of the city. 

6. Now the people were come to that degree of meanness 
and fear, and these robbers to that degree of madness, that 
these last look upon them to appoint high.priests.-|- So when 
they had disannulled the succession,, according to those fami- 
lies out of which the high-priests used to be made, they or- 
dained certain unknown and i^oble persons for that olffice, 
that they might have their assistance m their wicked under- 
takings; for such as obtained this highest of all honours 
without any desert, were forced to comply with those that be- 
stowed it on them. They also set the principal men at va- 
riance one with another, by several sorts of contrivances and 
tricks, and gained the opportunity of doing what they pleased, 

* This name Dorcas in Greek, was Tabitha in Hebrew or Syriac, as Acts 
ix. 36. Accordingly some of the maDuscripts set it down here Tabetha or 
Tabeta. Nor can the context in Josephus be made out but by supposing 
the reading to have been this, the son of Tabitha, which in the language of 
ovr country denotes Dorcas [or a doe]. 

-f Here we may discover the utter disgrace and ruin of the high-priesthood 
among the Jews* when undeserving, ignoble, and vile persons were advanced to 
that noble office by the seditious ; which sort of high-priests, as Josepbus well 
remarks here, were thereupon obliged to comply with, and assist those that ad« 
Tanced them in their impious practices. The hKtqea of these high-priests> or 
rather ridiculous and profane persons, were Jesus the son of Damneui, Jesua 
the son of Gamaliel, Alatthias the son of Thcophilus, and that prodigious igno* 
ramus Phannias, the^oo of Samuel ; all which we shall meet with in Joseph us'^a 
future history of this war ; nor do we meet with any other so much as pretei&decl 
""igh-priestsafUr Phannias, till Jerusalem was taken and destroyed. 
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•lutual quarrels of those who might have obstructed 

wsures ; till at length, A^hen they were satiated with 

MMt actions tbey had done towards men, they trans- 

I their contumelious behaviour to God h'unself, and 

•fito the sanctuary with polluted feet 

^ nd now the multitude were going to rise against them 

\ ; for Ananus, the ancientest of the high-priests, per- 

them to it. He was a very prudent man, and had 

•^ saved the city if he could but nave escaped the hands 

o that plotted against him. Those men made the 

of God a stronghold for them, and a place whither 

"j^lit resort in order to avoid the troubles they feared 

• ' people: the sanctuary was now become a refuge 

lop of tyranny. They also mixed jesting among the 

> they introduced, which was more intolerable than 

ley did ; for, in order to try what surprise the people 

be under, and how far their own power extendea, they 

lOok to dispose of the high-priesthood by casting lots 

; whereas, as we have said already, it was to descend 

iiccession in a family. The pretence they made for this 

•tj^ attempt was an ancient practice, while they said that 

1(1 it was determined by lot ; but in truth it was no better 

.Ik the dissolution of an undeniable law, and a cunning con- 

• vuQce to seize upon the government, derived from those 

.ii presumed to appoint governors as they themselves 

jL-ased. 

6. Hereupon they sent for one of the pontifical tribes, 
-aich is called Eniachimy* and cast lots which of it should 
• « the hi^h-priest By fortune the lot so fell as to demon- 
<»irate their iniquity after the plunest manner ; for it fell upon 
•me whose name was Phannias^ the son of Samuel, of the 
village Aphtha. He was a man not only unworthy of the 
ni^h.priesthood, but that did not well know what the high- 
imesUiood was, such a mere rustic was he ; yet did they hale 
this man, without his own consent, out of the country, as if 
tbey were acting a play upon the stage, and adorned him with 
a counterfeit face ; they also put upon him the sacred gar- 
ments, and upon every occasion instructed him what he was 
to'^MHffhis 'orrid piece of wickedness was sport and pas- 
"^^^ ^^ I, but occasioned the other priests, who at a 
leir law made a jest of, to shed tears, and 
t the dissolution of such a sacred dignity, 
the people could no longer bear the insolence 

or coune of the high-prieftts, or prietto here callecl Eniakim^ 
earned Mr. Lowth, one well Teracd in Joeephut, to be that 
/. 12, the courte of Jakimy where some copies have Me course fff 
jd I dunk this to be by no means an improbable conjecture. 
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of this procedure, but did altogether run zealously, in order 
to overthrow that tyranny ; and indeed they were Gorion 
the son of Josephus, and Symeon* the son of Gamidiel, who 
encouraged them, by going up and down when they were as- 
sembled together in crowds, and as they saw them alone, to 
bear no longer, but to inflict punishment upon these pests 
and plagues of their freedom, and to purge the temple of 
these bloody polluters of it. The best esteemed also of the 
high-priests, Jesus the son of Gamala, jmd Ananus the son 
ofAnanus, when they were at their assemblies, bitterly re- 
proached the people for their sloth, and excited them against 
the zealots ; for that was the name they went by, as if they 
were zealous in good undertakings, and were not rather zea- 
lous in the worst actions, and extravagant in them beyond the 
example of others; 

10. And now when the multitude were ^tten together to 
an assembly, and every one was in indignation at these men^s 
seizing upon the sanctuary, at their rapine and murders, but 
had not yet begun their attacks upon them (the reason of 
which was this, that they imagined it to be a difficult thing 
to suppress these zealots, as indeed the case was), Ananus 
stood in the midst of them, and casting his eyes frequently at 
the temple, and having a flood of tears- in his eyes, he said, 
♦* Certamly it had been good for me to die before I had seen 
the house of God full of so many abominations, or these 
sacred places, that ought not to be trodden upon at random, 
filled with the feet of these blood-shedding villains ; yet do I, 
who am clothed with the vestments of the high-pnesthood, 
and am called by that most venerable name [of 'high-priest]^ 
still live, and am but too fond of living, and cannot endure 
to undergo a death which would be the glory of my old age; 
and if I were the only person concerned, and as it were in a 
desert, I would give up my life, and that alone for God^s 
sake ; for to what purpose is it to live among a people insen- 
sible of their calamities, and where there is no notion remain^ 
ing of any remedy for the miseries that are upon them ? For 
when you are seized upon you bear it, and when you are 
beaten you are silent, and when people are murdered nobody 
dares so much as send out a groan openly. O bitter tyranny 
that we are under ! But why do I complain of the tyrants ? 
Wasitnot you, and yoursufieranceof them that have nourished 

* This SytneoD, the ion of G«maUel, is ncDtioiied u the prendcot o# the 
Jewish Sanhedrim, and one that perished in the destniction of JerasalenSt hy 
the Jewish rabbins, as Bdand observes on this place. He also tells us that 
those nhbins mention one Jesus, the son of Gamala, as once a high-priest, 
but this long before the destniction of Jerusalem ; so that if he were the same 
person with this Jesus, the son of Gamala, in Josephus, he must have lived 
to be very old, or they have been very bad cfaronologm. 
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them ? Was it not you that overlooked those that first of all 
not together, for they were then but a few, and by your silence 
made them grow to be many ; and by conniving at them when 
they tcx>k arms, in effisot armed them against yourselves ? You 
dught to have then prevented their first attempts when they 
MX a; reproaching your relations ; but by neglecting that care 
in tifflie, you have encouraged these wretches to plunder men. 
When houses were pillaged, nobody said a word, which was 
the occasion why they carried off the owners of those houses ; 
acnd whexi they were arawn through the midst of the city, no- 
body came to their assistance. They then proceeded to put 
those whom you had betrayed into their hands, into bonds ; 
I dd not say how many, and of what characters those men 
werfe whom they thus served, but certainly they were such as 
' wcfre aficdsed by none, and cotuienmed by none ; and since 
oobody succoured them when they were put into bonds, the 
dcmsequence was, that you saw tHe same persons slain. We 
have seen this also ; so that still the best of the herd of brute 
animals, as it were, have been still led to be sacrificed, when 
yet nobody said one word, or moved his ri<rht hand for their 
preservation. Will you bear, therefore, will you bear to see 
your sanctuary trampled on ? and will you lay steps for these 
profane wretches, upon which they may mount to higher de« 
grecB of insolence ? Will not you pluck them down from 
tbar exaltation ^ For even by this time they had proceeded 
to higher enormities, if they had been able to overthrow any 
thing greater than the sanctuary. They have seized upon 
the strongest place of the whole city ; you may call it the 
temple^ if you please, though it be like a citadel or fortress. 
Now while you have tyranny in so great a degree walled in, 
and see your enemies over your heads, to what purpose is it 
to take counsel P And what have you to support your minds 
withal ? Perhaps you wait for tlie Romans, that they may 
protect our holy places. Are our matters then brought to 
that pass? and are we come to that degree of misery, that 
oar enemies themselves are expected to pity us ? O wretched 
creatures ! will not you rise up and turn upon those that 
strike you ? which you may observe in wild beasts themselves, 
that they will avenge themselves on those that strike them. 
Will not you call to mind every one of you the calamities 
you yourselves have sufBsred ? nor lay before your eyes what 
afflictions you yourselves have undergone.'* And will not 
such things sharpen your souls to revenge? Is therefore 
that most honourable and most natural of our passions utterly 
lost ? I mean the desire of liberty. Truly we are in love with 
slavery, and in love with those that lord it over us, as if we 
had reoeived that principle of subjection from our ancestors ; 
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?ret did they undergo many and great wars for the sake of 
iberty, nor were they so far overoome by the power of the 
Egyptians, or the Medes, but that still Uiey did what they 
thought fit, notwithstanding their commands to the contrary. 
And what occasion is there now for a war with the Romans ? 
(I meddle not with determining whether it be an advanta* 
^^us and profitable war or not). What pretence is there for 
it ? Is it not that we may eoioy our liberty ? Besides, shall 
we not bear the lords of the habitable earth to be lords over 
us, and yet bear tyrants of our own country? Although I 
must say that submission to foreigners may be borne, because 
fortune hath already doomed us to it, while submission to 
wicked people of our own nation is too unmanly, and brought 
upon us by our own consent. However, since I have had 
occasion to mention the Romans, I will not conceal a thing 
that, as I am speaking, comes into my mind, and affects me 
considerably ; it is this, that though we should be taken by 
them (Grod forbid the event should be so !) yet can we under- 
go nodiing that will be harder to be borne than what these 
men have already brought upon us. How then can we avoid 
shedding of tears, when we see the Roman donations in our 
temple, while we withal see those of our own nation taking 
our spoils, and plundering our glorious metropolis, and slaugh^ 
tering our men, from which enormities those Romans them- 
selves would have abstained. To see those Romans never 
going beyond the bounds allotted to profane persons, nor 
venturing to break in upon any of our sacred customs ; nay, 
having a horror on their minds when they view at a distance 
those sacred walls, while some that have been bom in this 
very country, and brought up in our customs, and called 
Jews J do walk about in the midst of the holy places, at the 
very time when their hands are still warm with the slaughter 
of their own countrymen. Besides, can any one be afraid 
of a war abroad, and that with such as will have compara- 
tively much greater moderation than our own people have ? 
For truly, if we may suit our words to the things they repre* 
sent, it is probable one may hereafter find the Romans to be 
the supporters of our laws, and those witliin ourselves the 
subverters of them. And now I am persuaded that every 
one of you here come satbfied before I speak, that these 
overthrowers of our liberties deserve to be destroyed, and that 
nobody can so much as devise a punishment that they have 
not deserved by what they have aone ; and that you are all 
provoked against them by those their wicked actions, whence 
you have suffered so ^eatly. But perhaps many of you are 
affrighted at the multitude of those zealots, and at their au- 
daciousness, as well as at the advantage they have over us 
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in their being higher in plaee than we are ; for these eircum«> 
stances, as they have been occajnoned by your negligence, so 
will they become still greater by being still longer neglected; 
for their multitude is every day augmented by every Hi man^s 
running away to those that are like to themselves, and their 
audadousness is therefore inflamed, because they meet with 
no obstruction to their deigns. And for their higher place, 
they will make use o^ it for engines also, if we give them time 
to do so ; but be assured of wis, that if we go up to fight 
them, they will be made tamer by their own consciences ; 
and what advantages they have in the height of their situa« 
tion, they will lose by the opposition of their reason : perhaps 
also^Grod himself, who hatn been affronted by them, will 
make what they throw at us return against themselves, and 
these impious wretches will be killed by their own darts ; let 
us but make our appearance before them, and they will come 
to nothing. However, it is a right thing, if there should be 
any danger in the attempt, to die before these holy gates, and 
to spena our very lives, if not for the sake of our children 
and wives, yet for (rod's sake, and for the sake of his sane* 
tuary. I will assist you both with my counsel and with my 
hand, nor shall any sagacity of ours be wanting for your sup* 
port, nor shall you see that I will be sparing of my boay 
neither.^ 

11. By these motives Ananus encouraged the multitude to 

K against the zealots, although he knew how difficult it would 
to disperse them, because of their multitude, and their 
youth, and the courage of their souls, but chiefly because of 
their consciousness of what they had done, since they would 
not yield, as not so much as ho{Hng for pardon at the last for 
those their enormities. However, Ananus resolved to un« . 
dergo whatever sufferings might come upon him, rather than 
overlook things, now they were in such great confusion. So 
the multitude cried out to him to lead them on against those 
whom he had described in his exhortation to them ; and every 
one of them was most* readily disposed to run any hazard 
whatsoever on that account. 

12. Now while Ananus was choosing out his men, and 
putting those who were proper for his purpose in .array for 
fighting, the zealots got mformation of nis undertaking (for 
there were some who went to them, and told them all that 
the people were doing) and were irritated at it, and leaping 
out of the temple in crowds and by parties, spared none 
whom they met with. Upon this Ananus got the populace 
together on the sudden, who were more numerous indeed than 
the zealots, but inferior to them in arms, because they had 
not been regularly put into array for fighting ; but the ala- 
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crity that every body shewed supplied all their defects cm 
both mdes, the citizens taking up so great a passion as was 
stronger than arms, and derivii^a dei^ree of courage from the 
temple more forcible than any multitude whatsoever; and 
indeed these citizens thought it was not possible ft»r them* to 
dwell in the city, unless they could cut off the robbers that 
were in it. The zealots also thought, that unless they pre- 
vailed there would be no punishment so bad but it would 
be inflicted on them. So their conflicts were conducted by 
their passions, and at the first tliey only cast stcones at each 
other in the city, and before the temple, and threw their jave- 
lins at a distance; but when either of them were too hard for 
the other, they made use of their swords, and great slaughter 
was made on both sides, and a great number were wounded: 
As for the dead bodies of the people, their relations earned 
them out to their own houses ; but when any of the zealoti 
were wounded, he went up into the temple, and defiled that 
sacred floor with his blood, insomuch tiiat one may say, it 
was their blood alone that polluted our sanctuary. Now in 
these conflicts, the robbers always salHed out of the temple, 
and were too hard for their enemies ; but the populace grew 
very angry, and became more and more numerous, and re- 
proached those that gave back, and those behind would not 
afford room to those that were going off, but forced them 
on again, till at length they made their whole body to turn 
against their adversaries, and the robbers could no longer 
oppose them, but were forced gradually to retire into the 
temple ; when Anantis* and his party fell into it at the same 
time together with them. This horribly affrighted the rob- 
bers, because it deprived them of the first court ; so they 
fled into the inner court immediately, and shut the gates. 
Now Ananus did not think fit to make any attack against the 
holy gates, altliough the other threw their stones and darts at 
them from above. He also deemed it unlawful to introduce 
the multkude into that court, before they were purified ; he 
therefore chose out of them all, by lot, six thousand armed 
men, and placed them as guards in the cloisters : so ther^ 
was a succession of such guards, one after another, and every 
one was forced to attend in his course ; although many of 

* It ia woTth notiog here* Uiat thu Anamii, the best of the Jewi at this time. 
«jid the high-priest, who was so very uneasy at the profaoatioa of the JemUk 
eourtM of the temple by the zealots, did not bowerer scruple the profanation of 
the ootcrf of tie GaUUetf as in our 8afbur*s days it was yery madi profaned 
by the Jews, and made a aiarket-plaoe, nay* a den ^ tAteoet, without sGnipIe« 
Matt, xxl 12, 13; Mark xi. 15, 16, 17« Aooordingly Josqihus himselft when 
he spesks of the two inner courts, calls them both kym-^ or Ao/jr flact* ; but, so 
far as I remember, he neysr gives that character of the court of the Gentiies, See 
•B< T> ch. ix. sect. 3. 
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the diief of the dity "vrere dismissed fay those that then took 
dn them the governiAent, upon their hiring some of the 
poorer soit, and seiiding them to keep the guard in their 
stead. 

IS. Now it was John who, as we told you, ran away from 
Giscbala, and was the oce^ision pf all these being destroyed. 
He was a man of great craft, and bore about him in his soul 
a strong passion after tyranny, and at a distance was the ad- 
viser in these actions ; and indeed at this time he pretended 
to be of the peopled opinion, and went all about witn Ananus 
when he consulted the great men every day, andin the night- 
time also, when he went round the watch ; but he divulged 
their secrets to the zealots, and every thing that the people 
deliberated about was by his means tcnown to their enemies, 
even before it had been well agreed upon by themselves. And 
by wiay of contrivance how he might not be brought into 
suspicion, he cultivated the greatest friendship possible with' 
Ananas, and with the chief of the people : yet aid this over- 
doing of bis turn against him, for he flattered them so extra- 
vagantly that he was but the more suspected ; and his con- 
stant attendance every where, even when he was not invited 
to be present, made him strongly suspected of betraying their 
secrets to the enemy; for they plainly perceived that they 
understood all the resolutions taken agtunst them at their con- 
sultation& Nor was there any one whom they Uad so much 
reason to suq^ect of that discovery as this Jonn ; yet was it 
not easy to get quit of him, so potent was he grown by his 
wicked practices. He was also supported by many of those 
eminent men, who were to be consulted upon all considerable 
affairs ; it was therefore thought reasonable to oblige him to 
give them assurance of his good will upon oath : accordingly, 
John took such an oath readily, that he would be on the peo- 
ple's side, and would not betray any of their counsels or 
practices to their enemies, and would assist them in over- 
throwing those that attacked them, and that both by his hand 
and his advice. So Ananus and his party believea his oath, 
and did now receive him to their counsultations without farther 
suspicion ; nay, so far did they believe him, that they sent him 
as tneir ambassEulor into the temple, to the zealots, with pro- 
posals of accommodation; for they were very desirous to avoid 
the pollution of the temple as much as they possibly could, 
and that no one of their nation should be slain therein. 

14. But now this Jdin, as if his oath had been made to 
the zealots, and for confirmation of his good-wiU to than» 
and not against them, went into the temple, and stood in the 
midst of uiem, and spake as follows :— " That ho had run 
many hazards on their accounts, and in order to let them 
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"know of every diing that was aecavdr oontrived against tkeoi 
by Ananas and bis party ; but that lioth be and Uiey should 
be cast into the most imminent danger, unless some provi- 
dential assistance were afforded them ; for that Ananus made 
no longer d^lay, but bad prevailed with the people to send 
ambassadors to Vespasian, to invite him to come presently 
and take the city ; and that be had appcnnted a fast for the 
next day against them, that they might obtain admission into 
tbe temple on a religious account, or gain it by force, and 
fight with them there ; that he did not see how long they 
could either endure a sie^, or how they could fight against 
so many enemies. He added farther, that it was by the pro> 
vidence of God he was himself sent as an ambassador to them 
for an accommodaUon ; for that Ananus did therdbre offer 
them such proposals, that he might come upon them when 
they were unarmed : that they ought to choose one of these 
two methods, either to intercede with those that guarded 
them, to save their lives, or to provide some fcuei^ assistance 
for themselves : that if they fostered themselves with the hopes 
of pardon in case they were subdued, they had forgotten 
what desperate things they had done, or could suppose that 
as soon as the actors repented, those that had suffered by 
them must be presently reconciled to them ; while those that 
have done injuries, though they pretend to repent c^ them, 
are frequently hated by the others for that sort of repentance; 
and that the sufferers, when they get the power into th^ 
hands, are usually still more severe upon tbe actors : that the 
friends and kindred of those that had been destroyed would 
always be laying plots against them; and that a large body of 
people were very angry on account of their gross breaches of 
their laws, and [illegal] judicatures, insomuch that although 
some part might commiserate them, those would be qmte 
overborne by the majority.*" 



. CHAP. IV. 



The Idumeans being sent for by the Zealots^ came immedi- 
ately to Jerusalem ; and when they were excluded out of the 
Cityy they lay all Night there, Jesus, one of the High- 
Priests, makes a Speech to them ; and Simon, the Idumean, 
makes a Reply to it, 

§ 1. Now by this crafty speech John made the zealots afraid; 
yet durst he not directly name what foreign assistance he 
meant, but in a covert way only intimated at the Idumeans. 
But now that he might particularly irritate the leaders of the 
zealots, he calumniated Ananus, that he was about a piece of 
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barbarity, and did in a spedal manner threaten tbem. These 
leaders were Eieazar the son of Simon, who seemed the most 
plausible man of them all, both in considering what was fit 
to be done, aifd in the execution of what he had determined 
upon, and Zarachias the son of Phaiek ; both of whom de« 
rived their families from the priests. Now when these two 
men had heard, not only the common threatenin^s which 
belonged to them all, but those peculiarly levelled against 
themselves, and besides, how Ananus and his party, in order 
to secure their own dominion, had invited tne Romans to 
come to them, for that also was part of John^s lie, they hesi- 
tated a great while what they should do, considering the 
shortness of the time by which they were straitened ; because 
the people were prepared to attack them very soon, and be- 
cause the suddenness of the plot laid against tbem had almost 
cut off all their hopes of getting any foreign assistance ; for 
they might be under the height of their afflictions before any of 
their confederates could be informed of it. However, it was 
resolved to call in the Idumeans ; so they wrote a short letter 
to this effect : that *' Ananus had imposed on the people, and 
was betraying their metropolis to the Romans ;, that they 
themselves had revolted from the rest, and were in custody in 
the temple, on account of the preservation of their liberty ; 
that there was but a small time left, wherein they might hope 
for their deliverance ; and that unless they would come im- 
mediately to their assistance, they should themselves be soon 
in the power of Ananus, and the city would be in die power 
of the Romans.*" They also charged the messengers to teU 
many more circumstances to the rulers of the Idumeans. 
Now there were two active men proposed for the carrying 
of this message, and such as were well able to speak, and td 
pelrsuade them that things were in this posture, and, what 
was a qualification still more necessary than the former, they 
were very swift of foot ; for they knew well enough that these 
would immediately comply with their desires, as being ever 
a tumultuous and disorderly nation, always on the watch upon 
every motion, delighting in mutations ; and upon your flat- 
tering them ever so little, and petitioning them, they soon take 
their arms, and put themselves into motion, and make haste 
to a battle, as if it were to a feast. There was indeed occa- 
sion for quick dispatch in the carrying of this message, in 
which point the messengers were no way defective. Both 
their names were Ananius; and they soon came to the rulers 
of the Idumeans. 

2. Now these rulers were greatly surprised at the contents 
of the letter, and at what those that came with it further told 
them ; whereupon they ran about the nation like madmen. 
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and made prbolattiatkmthat the people abould'come to war j 
80 a. multitude was suddoily gott^i togetker, soooer indeed 
than the time appointed in the prodamation^ and everybody 
caught up their arms^ in order to maintain the libertjr of thetr 
metropolis ; and twenty thousand of them were put into bat* 
tb iarray^ and came to Jerusalem under four commanders^ 
John, and Jacob the son of Soda9 ; and besides these, were 
&mon the scm of Cathlas, and Phineas the son of Cluso- 
thus. > 

3. Now this exit o£ the messengers was 'not known either 
to Ananus. or to the g^uards, but the approach of the IdiN 
means was known to him ; for, as he knew of it before they 
came, he ordered the gates to be shut against them, and that 
the wall should be giMrded. Yet did not he by any mecms 
think of fighting against them, but before th^ came to blows, 
to try what persuaaons would do. Accordingly Jesus, the 
eldest of the lu^prie^ next to Ananus, stood upon the 
tower that was over against tbem^ and said thus :-»^^ Many 
troubles, indeed, and those of variouj^ kinds, have fallen upon 
this city, yet in none of them have I so much wonderea at 
her fortune as now, when you are come to assist widced men, 
and this after a manner very extraordinary ; for I see that 
you are come to support the vikst of m^i gainst us, and 
this with so great alacrity, as you could hardly put on the 
like, in case our metropolis had: called you to her assistance 
afjpunst barbarians. And if I had pax:eived that 3rour army 
was composed of ^ men like unto those who invited them, I 
had not deemed your attempt so absurd* For nothing does 
so much cement the minds of men together as the alliance 
there is between their manners^ But now for these men 
who have invited you, if you wer^4o examine them one by 
one, every one of them would be found to have deserved ten 
thousand deaths ; fot the very rascality and ofiscouring of 
the whde country, who have spent m debaudiery meir 
whole substance, and, by way of trial beforehand, have 
madly plundered the neighbouring villages and cities, in 
the upnot of all, have privately run together into this holy 
city. They are robbers who, by their prodigious wicked- 
ness, have profaned this most sacred floor, and who are to 
be now seen drinking themselves drunk in the sanctuary, and 
expending the spoils of those whom they have slaughtered 
upon their insatiable bellies. As for the multitude that is with 
you, one may see them so decently adorned in their armour, 
as it would become them to be, had their metropolis called 
them to her assistance against foreigners. What can a man 
call this procedure of yours, but the sport of fortune, when 
he sees a whole nation coming to protect a sink of wicked 
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wretches? Iliave for. a good while been in 3bublwhat it 
ocnild posnbiy be that should move you to do this so sudu 
denly ; because oerta^ily you would not take all your armour 
on the behidf of robbers^ and against a people of kin to you^ 
without sQioe very ^ceat cause for your so doing. * But we 
have an item that tne Bomans are pretended, and that we 
are* supposed to be goins to betray this city to them ; for 
some of your men have ktely made a damoiur about those 
matters, and have said they are come to set their metropoUs 
free. Now we cannot but admire at these wretches, in their 
devising such a lie as this against us ; for they knew there 
was no other way to irritate against us men that were na* 
turally desirous of hberty, and on that account the best difik 
posed to £ght against foreign enemies, but by framing a tale, 
as if we were going to betray that most desirable thin^, 
liberty. But i^ou ou^ht to consider what sort of people 
they are that raised this calumny, and against w^t sort of 
pec^le that calumny is raised, and to gatlicr the truth of 
things, not by fictitious speeches, but out of the actions of 
both parties ; for what occasion is there for us to sell our- 
selves to the Romans? while it was in our power not to 
have revolted from them at the first, or, when we had once 
revolted, to have returned under their dominion again ; and 
this while the neighbouring countries were not yet laid 
waste : whereas it is not an easy thing to be reconciled to 
the Romans, if we were desirous of it, now they have sub- 
dued Galilee, and are thereby become proud and insolent ; 
and to endeavour to please them at the time when they are 
so near us, would bnng such a reproach upon us as were 
worse than death. As for myjself, indeed, I should have pre^ 
ferred peace with them before death ; but now we have onoe 
made war i^on them^ aisd fought with them, I prefer death, 
with reputation, before living in capUvity under them. But 
fiEUlher, whether do they pretend that we, who are the rulers 
of the people, have sent thus privately to the Romans, or 
bath it been done by the common suffi'ages of the people ? 
If it be ourselves only that have done it, let them name 
those friends of ours that have been sent, as our servants, to 
manage this treachery. Hath any one been caught as he 
went out on this errand, or seized upon as he came back P 
Are they in possession of our letters? How could we be con- 
cealed from such a vast number of our fellow-citizens, among 
whom we are conversant every hour, while what is done pri- 
vately in the country is, it seems, known by the zealots, who 
are but few in number, and under confinement also, and are 
not able to come out of the temple into the oity ? Is this the 
first time that they are become sensible how they ought to 
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be punished for their insolent actions ? For while these men 
were free from the fear they are now under, there was no 
suspicion raised that any of us were traitork But if they 
lay this charge against tne people, this must have been done 
at a public consultation, and not one of the people must 
have dissented from the rest of the assembly ; in which case, 
the public fame of this matter would have come to jtou 
sooner than any particular indication. But how could that 
be? Must there not then have been ambassadors sent to 
confirm the agreements ? and let them tell us who this am* 
ba|pador was that was ordiuned for that purpose. But this 
is no other than a pretence of such men as are loath to die, 
and are labouring to escape those punishments that hang 
over them ; for if fate had determined that this city was to 
be betrayed into its enemies^ hands, no otheiT than these men 
that accuse us falsely could have the impudence to do it, 
there bein^ no wickedness wanting to complete their impu- 
dent practices but this only, that they become traitors. And 
now you, Idumeans, are come hither already with your arms; 
it is your duty, in the first place, to be assisting to your me- 
tropolis, and to join with us in cutting ofi^ those tyrants that 
have infringed the rules of our regular tribunals, that have 
trampled upon our laws, and made their swords the arbitra- 
tors of right and wrong ; for they have seized upon men of 
great eminence, and under no accusation, as they stood in 
the midst of the market-place, and tortured them with put- 
ting them into bonds; ana, without bearing to hear what they 
haa to say, or what supplications they made, they destroyed 
them. You may, if you please, come into this city, though 
not in^ the way of war, and take a view of the marks still 
remaining of what I now say, and may see the houses that 
have been depopulated by their rapacious hands with those 
wives and families that are in black mourning for their slaugh- 
tered relations ; as also you may hear their groans and lamen- 
tations all the city over ; for there is nobody but hath tasted 
of the incursions of these profane wretches, who have pro- 
ceeded to that degree of madness, as not only to have trans- 
ferred their impudent robberies out of the country and the 
remote cities, into this city, the very face and head of the 
whole nation, but out of the city into the temple also ; for 
that is now made their receptacle and refuge, and the foun- 
tain-head whence their preparations are made against us. 
And this place, which is adored by the habitable world, and 
honou] ed by such as only know it by report, as far as the 
ends of the earth, is trampled upon by these wild beasts bom 
among our^^lves. They now triumph in the desperate con- 
dition they are already in, when they hear that one people are 
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gimig to fight against another people, and one city against 
another city, ana that your nation hath gotten an army to- # 
^^er a^aittat its own bowels. Instead of which procedure 
It were highly fit and reasonable, as I said before, ror you to 
join with us m cutting off these wretches, and in particular 
to be revenged on them for putting this very cheat upon you ; 
I mean, for having the impudence to invite you to assist ^ 
them, of whom they ought to have stood in fear, as ready to 
punish them. But if you have some regard to these menu's 
invitation of you, yet may you lay aside your ahns, and come 
into the city under the notion of our kindred, and take updb 
you a middle name between that of auxiliaries and of ene- 
mies, and so become judges in this case. However, con- 
sider what these men will gain by being called into judg- 
ment before you, for such undeniable and such flagrant 
crimes, who would not vouchsafe to hear such as had no 
accusations laid against them, to speak a word for them- 
selves. However, let them gain this advantage by your 
coming. But still, if you will neither take our part in that 
indignation we have at these men, nor judge between us, the 
third thine I have to propose is this, that you let us both 
alone, and neither insult upon our calamities, nor abide with 
these plotters against their metropoUs; for though you should 
have ever so great a suspicion that some of us have discoursed 
with the Romans, it is in your power to watch the passages 
into the city ; and in case any thing that we have oeen ac- 
CMsed of is brought to light, then to come and defen4 your 
metropolis, and to inflict punishment on those thai are found 
guilty ; for the enemy cannot prevent you, who are now so 
near to the city. But if, after all, none of these proposals 
seem acceptable and moderate, do not you wonder that the 
gates are shut against you, while you liear your arms about 
you.*" 

4. Thus spake Jesus ; yet did not the multitude of the 
Idumeans give any attentiqn to what he siud, but were in a 
rage, because they did not meet with a ready entrance into 
the city. The generals also had indignation at the offer of 
laying down their arms, and looked upon it as equal to a 
captivity, to throw them away at any man^s injunction whom- 
soever. But Simon, the son of Cathlas, one of their com- 
manders, with much ado quieted the tumult of his own men, 
and stood so that the high-priests might hear him, and siud 
as follows : '' I can no longer wonder that the patrons of 
liberty are under custody in the temple, since there are those 
that shut the gates of our common city* to their own nation, 

" Thif appeUation of Jeninlem given it heie by Simon, the iteneral of the 
Idumeane, the common dt^ of the Idumeani, who were pxoielytee of jttftica> 
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and at the same time are prepared to admit the Romans into 
it ; nay, perhaps are disposed to crown the gates with gar- 
lands at their coming, while they speak to the Idumeans from 
their towers, and enjoin them to throw down their arms which 
they have taken up for the preservation of its liberty. And 
while they will not intrust the guard of our metropolis to 
their kindred, profess to make them judges of the differences 
that are among them ; nay, while they accuse some men of 
having slain others without a legal trial, they do themselves 
condemn a whole nation after an ignominious manner ; and 
liave now walled up that city from their own nation, which 
used to be opened to even all foreigners that came to wor- 
ship there. We have indeed come in great haete to you, and 
to a war agmnst our own countrymen ; and the reason why 
we have made such haste is this, that we may preserve that 
freedom which you are so unhappy as to betray. You have 
probably been guilty of the like crimes against those whom 
you keep in custody, and have, I suppose, collected together 
the like plausible pretences against tnem also, that you may 
make use of agunst us ; after which you have gotten the 
mastery of those within the temple, and keep them in cus- 
tody, while they are only taking care of the public afiairs. 
You have also shut the gates of the city in general against 
nations that are the most nearly related to you ; and while 
you give such injurious commands to others, you complain 
that you have been tyrannized over by them ; and fix the 
name of unjust governors upon such as are tyrannized over 
by yourselves. Who can bear this your abuse of words, 
while they have a regard to the contrariety of your actions? 
Unless you mean this, that those Idumeans do now exclude 
you out of your metropolis, whom you exclude from the 
sacred offices of your own country. One may indeed justly 
complain of those that are besieged in the temple, that when 
they had courage enough to punish those tyrants, which yoU 
call eminent men, and free from any accusations, because of 
their being^ your companions in wickedness, they did not be- 
gin with you, and thereby cut off beforehand the most danger- 
ous parts of this treason. But if these men have been more 
merciful than the public necessity required, we that are Idu- 
means will preserve this house of God, and will fight for our 
common country, and will oppose by war as well those that 
attack them from abroad, as those that betray them from 

M wen M of the origioal n«ii?e Jews^ greatly confiriiMi that maxim of the rab- 
bins, here set down by Rcland, that JenuaUm uom not astigned or appropriated 
to the tribe of Benjamin or Judah^ but every tribe had equal right to it at 
their coming to worship there at the several festivals. See a little bejfore, ch. iiL 
sect 3. 
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within. Here will we abide before the walls in our armour, 
until either the Romans grow weary in waiting for you, or 
you become friends to liberty, and repent of what you have 
done against it."*^ 

5. And now did the Idumeans make an acclamation to 
what Simon had said ; but Jesus went away sorrowful, as 
seeing that the Idumeans were against all moderate counsels, 
and that the city was besieged on both sides. Nor indeed 
were the minds of the Idumeans at rest ; for they were in a 
rage at the injury that had been offered them by their exclu- 
sion out of the city ; and when they thought the zealots had 
been strong, but saw nothing of theirs to support them, thejr 
were in doubt about the matter, and many of them repented 
that they had come thither. But the shame that would at- 
tend them in case they returned without doing any thing at 
all, so far overcame that their repentance, that they lay all 
night before the wall, though in a very bad encampment ; for 
there broke out a prodigious storm in the night, with the ut* 
most violence, and very strong winds, with the largest showers 
<if rain, with continual lightnings, terrible thunderings, and 
amazing concussions and bellowings of the earth that was in 
an earthquake. These things were a manifest indication that 
some destruction was coming upon men, when the system of 
the world was put into this disorder ; and any one would guess 
that these wonders' foreshewed some grand calamines that 
were coming. 

6. Now the opinion of the Idumeans and of the citizens 
was one and the same. The Idumeans thought that Gk)d 
was angry at their taking arms, and that they would not es- 
cape punishment for their making war upon their metropolis. 
Ananus and his party thought that they nad conquered witli- 
out fighting, ana that Grod acted as a general for them ; but 
truly they proved both ill conjectures at what was to come, 
and made those events to be ominous to their enemies, while 
they were themselves to undergo the ill effects of them ; for 
the Idumeans fenced one another, by uniting their bodies into 
one band, and thereby kept themselves warm, and connecting 
their shields over their heads, were not so much hurt by the 
rain. But the zealots were more deeply concerned for the 
danger these men were in than they were for themselves, 
and got together, and looked about them to see whether they 
could devise any n^eans of assisting them. The hotter sort 
of them thought it best to force their guards with their arras, 
and after that to fall into the midst of the city, and publicly 
open the gates to those that came to their assistance ; as sup- 
posing the guards would be in disorder, and give way at such 
an unexpected attempt of theirs, especially as the greater 

c a 
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part of them were unarmed, and umkilled in sflSdrs of ^ 
and that besides, the multitude of the citizens would not be 
easilj gathered together, but confined to their houses by the 
storm ; and that if there were any hazard in their under- 
taking, it became them to suffer any thing whatsoever them- 
selves, rather than to overlook so great a multitude as were 
miserably perishing on their account. But the more prudent 
part of them disapproved of this forcible method, oecauae 
they saw not only the guards about them very numerous, but 
the walls of the city itself carefullv watched, by reason of tbe 
Idumeans. They also supposed that Ananus would be every 
Where, and visit the guards every hour ; which indeed was 
done upon other nights, but was omitted that night, not by 
reason of any slothfulness of Ananus, but by the overbearinflr 
appointment of fate, that so both he himself might perish, and 
the multitude of the guards mi^ht perish with him ; for truly, 
as the night was far gone, and the storm veiy terrible, Ananus 
gave the guards in the cloisters leave to so to sle^ ; while 
It came into the heads of the zealots to m&e use ot the saws 
belonging to the temple, and to cut the bars of the gates to 
pieces. The noise of the wind, and that not inferior sound 
of the thunder, did here also conspire with their designs, that 
the noise of the saws was not heard by the others. 

7. So they secretly went out of the temple to the wall of 
the city, and made use of their saws, and opened that gate 
which was over against the Idumeans. Now at first there 
came a fear upon the Idumeans themselves, which disturbed 
them, as imagining that Ananus and his party were coming 
to attack them, so that every one of tKem nad his ri^ht hand 
upon his sword, in order to defend himself; but tney soon 
came to know who they were that came to them, and were 
entered the city. And had the Idumeans then fallen upon 
the city, nothing could have hindered them from destroying 
the people, every man of them, such was the rage they were 
in at that time ; but as thev first of all made haste to get the 
zealots out of custody, which* those that brought them in 
earnestly desired them to do, and not to overlook those for 
whose sake they were come in the midst of their distresses, 
nor to bring them into a still greater danger ; for that when 
they had once seized on the guards, it would be easy for 
them to fall upon the city ; but that if the city were once 
alarmed, they would not then be able to overcome those 

Siards, because as soon as they should perceive they were 
ere, they would put themselves in order to fight them, and 
would hinder their coming into the temple. 
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CHAP. V2 

The Cruelty of the Idumeans when they were gotten into the 
Temple during the Storm ; and of the Zealots. Concerning 
the Slaughter qfJnanus, and Jesue, and Zacharias. And 
how the Idumeans retired home. 

§ 1. This advice pleased the Idumeans, and they ascended 
through the city to the temple. The zealots were also in 
great expectation of their coming, and earnestly waited for 
theip. When, therefore, these were entering, they also came 
boldly out of the inner temple, and mixing themselves 
among the Idumeans, they attacked the guards ; and some of 
those that were upon the watch, but were fallen asleep, they 
killed as they were asleep ; but as those that were now awak- 
ened- made a cry, the whole multitude arose, and in the 
amazement they were in, caught hold of their arms imme- 
diately, and betook themselves to their own defence ; and so 
long as they thought they were only the zealots who attacked 
them, they went on boldly, as hoping to overpower them by 
their numbers ; but when they saw others pressing in upcm 
them also, they perceived the idumeans were got in ; and the 
greatest part of them kid aside their arms, together with their 
courage, and betook themselves to lamentations. But some 
few of the younger sort covered themselves with their armour, 
and valiantly received the Idumeans, and for a great while 
protected the multitude of old men. Others indeed gave 
a signal to those that were in the city of the calamities they 
were in ; but when these were also made sensible that the 
Idumeans were come in, none of them durst come to their 
assistance, only they returned the terrible echo of wailing, and 
lamented their misfortunes. A great howling of the women 
was excited also, and every one of the guards were in danger 
of bmng killed. The zealots also join^ in the shouts raised 
by the Idumeans ; and the storm itself rendered the cry more 
terrible ; nor did the Idumeans ^are any body ; for as they 
are naturally a most barbarous and bloody nation, and had 
been distressed by the tempest, they made use of their wea- 
pons against those that had «hut the gates against them, and 
acted in the same manner as to those that supplicated for their 
lives, and to those that fought them ; insomuch that they ran 
through those with their swords, who desired them to re- 
member the relation there was between them, and begged of 
them to have regard to their common temple. Now there 
was at pi:e8ent neither any place for flight, nor any hope of 

E reservation ; but as they were driven one upon another in 
eaps, so were they slain. Thus the greater p&rt were driven 
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together by force, as there was now no place of retirement^ 
and the murderers were upon them ; and having no other 
Way, threw themselves down headlong inta the city ; where- 
by, in my opinion, they underwent a more miserable de- 
struction than that which they avoided, because that was a 
voluntary one. And now the outer temple was all of it 
overflowed with blood ; and that day, as it came on, saw eight 
thousand five hundred dead bodies there. 

S. But the rage of the Idumeans was not satiated by these 
slaughters ; but they now betook themselves to the city, and 
plundered every house, and slew every one they met : and 
for the other multitude, they esteemed it needless to go on 
with killing them, but they sought for the high-priests, and 
the generality went with the greatest zeal agamst them ; and 
as soon as they caught them, they slew them ; and then stand- 
ing upon their dead bodies, in way of iest, upbraided Ananus 
with nis kindness to the people, and Jesus with his speech 
made to them from the wall. Nay, they proceeded to that 
degree of impiety as to cast away their dead bodies without 
burial, although the Jews used to take so much care of the 
burial of men, that they took down those that were con- 
demned and crucified, and buried them before the going 
down of the sun. I should not mistake if I said, ihat the 
death of Ananus was the beginning of the destruction of the 
city, and that from this very day may be dated the overthrow 
of her wall, and the ruin of her afiairs, whereon they saw 
their high-priest, and the procurer of their preservation, slain 
in the midst of their city. He was on other accounts also a 
venerable and a very just man ; and besides the grandeur of 
that nobility, and dignity, and honour, of which he was 
possessed, he had been a lover of a kind of parity, even with 
regard to the meanest of the people : he was a prodigious lover 
of liberty, and an admirer of democracy in government, and 
did ever prefer the public 'welfare before his own advantage, 
and preferred peace above all things ; for he was thoroughly 
scnsiole that the Romans were not to be conquered. He 
also foresaw that of necessity a war would follow, and that 
unless the Jews made up matters with them very dexterously, 
they would be destroyed ; to say all in a word, if Ananus had 
survived, they had certainly compounded matters ; for he was 
a shrewd man in speaking and persuading the people, and 
had already gotten the mastery of those that opposed his de- 
signs, or were for the war. And the Jews had then put 
abundance of delays in the way of the Romans, if they had 
had siich a general as he was. Jesus was also joined with 
him, and although he were inferior to him upon the compa- 
rison, he was superior to the rest ; and I cannot but think, 
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that it was because Grod had doomed this city to destruction, 
as a polluted city, and resolved to purge his sanctuary by fire, 
th^t ne cut oflF these their great defenders and well-wishers, 
while those that a little before had worn the sacred garments, 
and had presided over the public worship,* and had been es- 
teemed venerable by those that dwelt on the whole habitable 
earth, when they came into our city, were cast out naked, 
and seen to be the food of dogs and wild beasts. And I cannot 
but imagine that virtue itself groaned at these men''s qase, and 
lamented that she was here so terribly conquered by wicked- 
ness. And this at last was the end of Ananus and Jesus. 

8. Now after these wer^ slain, the zealots and the multi- 
tude of the Iduraeans fell upon the people as upon a flock of 
profane animals, and cut their throats ; and for the ordinary 
sort, they were destroyed in what place soever they caught 
them. But for the noblemen and the youth, they first caught 
them and bound them, and ^hut them up in prison, and put 
off their slaughter, in hopes that some of them would turn 
over to their party ; but not one of them would comply uith 
their desires, out all of them preferred death before being en- 
rolled among such wicked wretches as acted against their own 
country. But this refusal of theirs brought upon them ter- 
rible torments ; for they were so scourged and tortured that 
their bodies were not able to sustain their torments, till at 
length, and with difficulty, they had the favour to' be slain. 
Those whom they caught in the day-time were slain in the 
night, and then their bodies were carried out, and thrown 
away, that there might be room for other prisoners ; and the 
terror that was upon the people was so great that no one had 
courage enough either openly to weep for the dead man that 
was related to him, or to bury him ; out those that were shut 
up in th^ir own houses could only shed tears in secret, and 
durst not even groan, without great caution, lest any of their 
enemies should hear them; for if they did, those that mourned 
for others soon underwent the same death with those whom 
they mourned for. Only, in the night-time, they would take 
up a litde dust, and throw it upon their bodies ; and even 
some, that were the most ready to expose, themselves to dan- 
ger, would do it in the day-time ; and there were tv.xlve 
thousand of the better sort, who perished in this manner. 

4. And now these zealots and Jdumeans were quite weary 
of barely killing men, so they had the impudence of setting 
up fictitious tribunals and judicatures for that purpose ; ana 

* K40fu»n ^^icfjc» or wordly wonkip, as the author to the Hcbrewf calls the 
sanctuary «y«» x^^fUKw, a wordly aanctuary. 
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as tbey intended to have Zacharias,* the son of Barueb, one 
of the most eminent of the citizens, slain ; so what provoked 
them against him was, that hatred of wickedness, and love of 
liberty, which were so eminent in him : he was also a ridi 
man ; so that by taking him off, they did not only hope to 
seize his effects, but also to ^t rid of a man that had great 
power to destroy them. So uiey called together, by a public 

S)roclamation, seventy of the principal men of the populace, 
or a show, as if they were real judges, while they nad no 
proper authority. Before these was Zacharias accused of 
a design to betray their polity to the Romans, and had trai- 
torously sent to Vespasian for that purpose. Now there 
appeared no proof or sign of what he was accused, but the^ 
affirmed themselves, that they were well persuaded that so it 
was, and desired that such tneir affirmation might be taken 
for sufficient evidence. Now when Zacharias plainly saw 
that there was no way remaining for his escape from them, a& 
having been treacherously called before them, and then put 
in prison, but not with any intention of a lesal trial, he took 
great liberty of speech in tnat despair of his life he was under. 
Accordingly he stood up, and laughed at their pretended 
accusation, and in a few words confuted the crimes laid to 
his charge ; after which he turned his speech to his accusers, 
and went over (distinctly all their transgressions of the law, 
and made heavy lamentation upon the confusion they had 
brought public affairs to. In the mean time the zealots grew 
tumultuous, and had much ado to abstain from drawing their 
swords, although they designed to preserve the appearance 
and show of a judicature to the end. They were also demons, 

* Some GommeDtatore are ler^dy to suppose, that this Zaekariaa ikt §<mif 
Baruchy here most unjustly shun by the Jews in the temple, was the very same 
person with Zackariat tke aon of Barttchiat, whom our Saviour says the Jews 
tiem between ike temple and tke oUaTf Matt xxiik 35 ; this is a somewhat strange 
exposition. Since Jgadiariah the prophet was reilly tke son ofBaraddaJk^ ami 
grandaon of Iddo^ Zech. L 1 ; and how he died, we have no other account than 
that before us in St. Matthew, while this Zackariaa was tke 9on ofBarucL Since 
the slaughter was past when our Saviour spake those words, the Jews had then 
already slato him ; whereas this sbughter of Zackarius Aetonof Banuky in Jo- 
sephns, was then about thirty-four years future. And since that slaughter was 
between tke temple and tke aJUavy in ^e court of the priests, one of the most sacred 
and remote parts of the whole temple, while this was, in Josephus*s own words, 
in the middk of the temple, and mudi the most probably in the court of Israel 
only (for we have had no intimation that the zealou had at this time profimed the 
court of the priests ; see B. v. ch. i. sect 2). Nor do 1 believe that our Josephus, 
who always insists on tlie peculiar sacredness of that inmost court, and of the holy 
house that was in it, would have omitted so material an aggravation of this bar- 
barous murder, as perpetrated in a place so very holy, had that been the true place 
ot it See Antiq. B. zi« ch. vii. sect 1. vol< i* and the note here on B. v. ch. i. 
sect. 2. 
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on other aooounts, to tr^ the judces, whether they wodd be 
mindful of what was just at uieir own peril. Now the 
seventy judges brought in their verdict, that the person ac- 
cused was not guilty, as choonn^ rather to die tnemselves- 
with him than to have his death laid at their doors ; hereupon 
there arose a great clamour of the zealots upon his acquittal^ 
and they all had indignation at the judges, for not understand- 
ing that the authority that was given them was but in jest So 
two of the boldest of them fell upon Zacharias in the middle 
of the temple, and slew him ; and as he fell down dead, the^ 
bantered him and said, *< Thou hast also our verdict, and this 
will prove a more sure acquittal to thee than the other*"** 
They also threw him down from the temple immediately into 
the valley beneath it. Moreover they struck the judges with 
the backs of ttieir swords, by way of abuse, and thrust them 
out of the court of the temple, and spared their lives with no 
other design than that, when they were dispersed among the 
people in the city, they might become their messengers, to 
let them know tney were no better than slaves. 

5. But by this time the Idumeans repented of their coming,. 
and were displeased at what had been done ; and when they 
were assembled together by one of the zealots, who had come 
privately to them, he declared to thein what a number of 
wicked pranks they had themselves done in conjunction with 
those that invited them, and gave a particular account of what 
mischiefs had been done against their metropolis. He said, 
that ^^They had taken arms as though the high-priests were 
betraying their metropolis to the Romans, but had found no 
indication of any such treachery ; but that they had succoured 
those that had pretended to believe such a thing while they 
did themselves the works of war and tyranny, after an inso- 
lent manner. It had been indeed their business to have 
hindered them from such their proceedings at the first, but 
seeing they had once been partners with them in shedding 
the blood of their own countrymen, it was high time to put 
a stop to such crimes, and not continue to anord any more 
assistance to such as are subverting the laws of their fore» 
fathers ; for that if any had taken it ill that the gates had been 
shut against them, and they had not been permitted to come 
into the city, yet that those who had excluded them have been 
punished, and Ananus is dead, and that almost all those 
people had been destroyed in one night^s time: that one 
may perceive many of themselves now repenting for what 
they had done, and might see the horrid barbarity of those 
that had invited them, and that they had no regard to such as 
had saved them : that they were so impudent as to perpetrate 
the vilcit things under the eyes of those that had supported 
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them ; and that their wicked actions would be laid to the 
charge of the Idumeans/ and would be so laid to their charge 
till somebody obstructs their proceedings, or separates him- 
self from the same wicked action : that they therefore ought 
to retire home, since the imputation of treason appears to be 
a calumny, and that there was no expectation of the coming 
of the Romans at this time, and that the government of the 
city was secured by such walls as cannot easily be thrown 
down : and by avoiaing any farther fellowship with these bad 
men, to make some excuse for themselves, as to what they 
had been so far deluded, as to have been partners with them 
hitherto.'' 



CHAP. VI. 

How the ZealotSy when they were freed from the Idumeans^ 
slew a great many more of the Citizens. And how Vespa- 
sian dissuaded the Romans^ when they were very earnest to 
march against the Jews^ from proceeding in the War at 
that time, 

§ 1. The Idumeans complied with these persuasions ; and 
m the first place they set those that were in the prisons at 
liberty, being about two thousand of the populace, who 
thereupon fled away immediately to Simon, one whom we 
shall speak of presently. After which these Idumeans retired 
from Jerusalem, and went home, which departure of theirs 
was a great surprise to both parties; for the people not 
knowing of their repentance, pulled up their courage for a 
while, as eased of so many of their enemies, while the zealots 
grew more insolent, not as deserted by their confederates, 
but as freed from such men as might hinder their designs, and 
put some stop to their wickedness. Accordingly they made 
no longer any delay, nor took any deliberation in their enor- 
mous practices, but made use of the shortest methods for all 
their executions, and what they had once resolved upon, they 
put in practice sooner than any one could imagine. But 
their thirst was chiefly after the blood of valiant men, and 
men of good families ; the one sort of which they destroyed 
out of envy, the other out of fear ; for they thou^t their 
whole security lay in leaving no potent men alive : on which 
account they slew. Grorion, a person eminent in dignity, and 
on account of his family also ; he was also for a democracy, 
and of as great boldness and freedom of spirit as were any of 
the Jews whosoever ; the principal thin^ that ruiued him, 
added to his other advantages, was his free speaking. Nor 
C'ld Niger of Peiva escape their hands : he had been a man 
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of great valour in their war with the Romans, but was now 
drawn through the middle of the city, and, as he went, he 
frequently cned out, and shewed the scars of his wounds ; 
and when he was drawn out of the gates and despaired of 
his preservation, he besought them to grant him a bunal ; 
but as they had threatened him beforehand not to grant him 
any spot of earth for a grave, which he chiefly desired of 
them, so did they slay him [without permitting him to be 
buried]. Now when they were slaying him, he made this 
imprecation upon them, that they might undergo both famine 
and pestilence in this war, and besides all, that they mi^ht 
come to the mutual slaughter •f one another ; all which im- 
precations Grod confirmed against these impious men, and 
was what came most justly upon them, when not long after- 
ward they tasted oi their own madness in their mutual 
seditions one against another. So when this Niger was 
killed, their fears of being overturned were diminished ; and 
indeed there was no part of the people but they found out 
some pretence to destroy them ; fur some were therefore 
slain, liecause they had had differences with some of them ; 
and as to those wno had not opposed them in times of peace, 
they watched seasonable opportunities to gain some accusa- 
tion against them ; and if any one did not come near them at 
all, he was uhder their suspicion as a proud man ; if any one 
came with boldness, he was esteemed a contemner of tnem ; 
and if any one came as aiming to oblige them, he was sup- 
posed to have some treacherous plot against them ; while tne 
only punishment of crimes, whetner they were of the greatest 
or smallest sort, was death : nor could any one escape, un- 
less he were very inconsiderable, either on account of the 
meanness of his birth, or on account of his fortune. 

S. And now all the rest of the commanders of the Romans 
deemed this sedition among their enemies to be of great 
advanta^ to them, and were very earnest to march to the 
city, ana they urged Vespasian, as their lord and general in 
all cases, to make haste, and said to him, that ^^ The provi. 
dence of God is on our side, by setting our enemies at 
variance a^nst one another ; that still the change in such 
cases may oe sudden, and the Jews may quickly be at one 
again, either because they may be Ured out with their civil 
miseries, or repent them of such doings.** But Vespasian 
replied, that ** They wefe greatly mistaken in what they 
thought fit to be done, as those that upon the theatre love to 
make a show of their hands and of their weapons, but do it 
to their own hazard, without considering what was for their 
advantage and for their security ; for that if they now go and 
attack the city immediately, they shall but occasion their 
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enemies to umie together, and ahall convert their force, now 
it is in its height, against themselves ; but if Aey stay a 
while they shall have fewer enemies, because they wiU be 
consumed in this sedition : that Grod acts as a general of the 
Romans better than he can do, and is giving the Jews up to 
them without any pains of their own, and granting their army 
a victory without any danger ; that therefore, it is their best 
way, while their enemies are destroying each other with their 
t)wn hands, and falling into the greatest of misfortunes, which 
is that of sedition, to sit still as spectators of the dangers they 
run into, rather than to fight hand to hand with men that love 
murdering, and are mad one against another. But if any one 
imagines that the glory of victory, when it is gotten without 
fighting, will be more insipid, let him know this much, that 
a glorious success, quietly obtained, is more profitable than 
the dangers of a battle ; for we ought to esteem those that do 
what is agreeable to temperance and prudence no less glo- 
nous than those that have gained great reputation by their 
actions in war : that he shall lead on his army with greater 
force when their enemies are diminished, and his own army 
refreshed after the continual labours they had undergone. 
However, that this is not a proper time to propose to our- 
selves the glory of victory ; for that the Jews are not now 
employed in making of armour, or building of walls, nor 
indeed in getting together auxiliaries, while the advantage 
will be on their side who gave them such opportunity of 
delay ; but that the Jews are vexed to pieces every day by 
their civil wars and dissensions, and are under greater miseries 
than, if they were once taken, could be inflicted on them by 
us. Whether, therefore, any one hath regard to what is for 
our safety, he ought to suffer these Jews to destroy one 
another, or whether he hath regard to the greater glory of 
the action, we ought by no means to meddle with these men^ 
now they are afflicted with a distemper at home ; for should 
we now conquer them, it would be said, the conquest was 
not owing to our bravery, but to their sedition.^ 

3. And now the commanders joined in their approbation 
of whaC Vespasian had said, and it was soon discovered how 
wise an opinion he had given. And indeed many there were 
of the Jews that deserted every day, and fled away from the 
zealots, although their flight was very difficult, since they had 
guarded every passage out of the city, and slew every one 
that was caught at them, as taking it for granted they were 
going over to the Romans ; yet did he who gave them money 
get clear off, while he ooly that gave them none was voted a 
traitor. So the upshot was this, that the rich purchased their 
flight by money, while none but the poor were slmn. Along 
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all the roads also vast numbers of dead bodies lay in heaps, 
and even many of those that were so zealous in deserting, at 
length chose rather to perish within the city ;. for the hopes 
of burial made death in their own dty appear of the two less 
terrible to them. But these zealots came at last to that de- 
gree of barbarity as not to bestow a burial, either on those 
slain in the dty or on those that lay along the roads ; but as 
if they had made an agreement to cancel both die laws of their 
country and the laws of nature, and at the same time that 
they defiled men with their wicked actions, they would pol* 
lute the Divinity itself also, they left the dead bodies to 
putrify under the sun : and the same punishment was allotted 
to such as buried any, as to those that deserted, which was 
no other than death ; while he that granted the favour of a 
grave to another would presently stand in need of a grave 
himself. To say all in a word, no other gentle passion was 
so entirely lost among them as mercy ; for what were the 
greatest objects of pity did most of all irritate these wretches, 
And they transferred their rage from the living to those who 
bad been slain, and from the dead to the living. Nay, the 
terror was so very great, that he who survived called them 
that were first dead happy, as being at rest already ; as did 
those that were under torture in the prisons declare, that 
upon this comparison, those that lay unburied were the hap- 
piest These men, therefore, trampled upon all the laws of 
man, and laughed at the laws of God ; and for the oracles of ' 
the projects, they ridiculed them as the tricks of jugglers ;. 
yet did these pn^hets foretell many things concerning [the 
rewards of] virtue, and [punishments of] vice, which, when 
these zealots violated, they occasioned the fulfilling of those 
very prophecies belonging to their own country ; for there 
was a certain ancient oracle of those men, that ^^ The city 
should then be taken,* and the sanctuary burnt, by right of 
war, when a sedition should invade the Jews, and their own 
hands should pollute the temple of God.^ Now while these 
zealots did not [quite] disbelieve these predictions, they made 
themselves the instruments of their accomplishment. 

* This prediction, that <* The city [Jerasalem] should then be taken, and 
the tanctuary burnt, by right of war, when a sedition should kifade the Jews, 
and their own hands should pollute that temple ;** or as it is, B. vi ch. ii. sect. 
1 . ** when any one ehould b^in to slay his countrymen in the city,** ia wanting 
in oar present copies of the Old Testament. See Essay on the Old Test p. 
104-112. But this prediction, as Josephus well remarks here, though with 
the other predictions of the prophets it was now laughed at by the seditious, waa 
by their ^ery means soon exactly fulfilled. However, I cannot but here take 
Dodoe of Grotius*s positive assertion upon Matt. zxvi. 9, here quoted by Dr. 
Hudion, that *< It ought to be taken for granted, as a certain truth, that many 
predictions of the Jewish prophets were preserved, not in writing, but by memory.** 
Whereas it seems to me so far from certain, that I think it has no evidence nor 
probability at aU. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How John tyrannized over the rest^ and whai Mischiefs the 
Zealots did at Masada. How also Vespasian took Gadara, 
and what Actions were performed by Placidus. 

§ 1. By this time John was beginning to tyrannize, and 
thought it beneath him to accept of barely the same honours 
the others had; and joining to himself by degrees a party 
of the wickedest of them all, he broke off from the rest of 
the faction. This was brought about by his still disagreeing 
with the opinions of others, and giving out injunctions of 
his own, in a very imperious manner, so that it was evident 
he was setting up a monarchical power. Now some submitted 
to himiout of their fear of him, and others out of their good 
will to him ; for he was a shrewd man to entice men to him, 
both by deluding them and putting cheats upon them. Nay, . 
many there were that thought they should be safer themselves, 
if the causes of their past insolent actions should now be reu' 
duced to one head, and not to a ^eat many. His activity 
was so great, and that both in action and in counsel, that he 
had not a few guards about him ; and yet there was a great 
party of his antagonists that left him ; among whom envy at 
him weighed a great deal, while they thought it a very heavy 
thing to be in subjection to one that was formerly their equal, 
But the main reason that moved men against him was the 
dread of monarchy ; for they could not hope easily to put an 
end to his power, if he had once obtained it ; and yet they 
knew that he would have this pretence always against them, 
that they had opposed him when he was first advanced ; 
while every one chose rather to suffer any thing whatsoever 
in war, than that when they had been in a voluntary slavery 
for some time, they should afterward perish. So the sedition 
was divided into two parts, and John reigned in opposition 
to his adversaries over one of them : but for their leaders, 
they watched one another, nor did they at all, or at least very . 
littJe, meddle with arms in their quarrels ; but they fought 
earnestly against the people, and contended one with another 
which of them should bring home the greatest prey. But 
because the city had to struggle with three of tne greatest 
misfortunes, war, and tyranny, and sedition, it appeared upon 
tlie comparison, that the war was the least troublesome to 
the populace of them all. Accordingly they ran away from 
their own houses to foreigners, and obtained that preserva- 
tion from tlie Romans, which they despaired to obtain among 
their own people. 
2. And now a fourth misfortune arose, in order to bring 
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our nation to destruction. There was a fortress of very great 
strength, not far from Jerusalem, which had been built by 
our ancient kings, both as a repository for their effects in the 
hazards of war, and for the preservation of their bodies at the 
same time. It was called Masada. Those that were called 
Sicarii had taken possession of it formerly, but at this time 
they overran the neighbouring countries, aiming only to pro- 
cure to themselves necessaries ; for the fear they were then 
in prevented their farther ravages. But when once they were 
informed that the Roman army lay still, and that the Jews 
were divided between sedition and tyranny, they boldly under- 
took greater matters : and at the feast of unleavened bread, 
which the Jews celebrate in memory of their deliverance from 
the Egyptain bondage, when they were sent back into the 
country of their forefathers, they came down by night, with- 
out being discovered by those that could liave prevented them, 
and overran a. certain small city called Engaddi. In which 
expedition they prevented those citizens that could have 
stopped them, before they could arm themselves and fight 
them. They also dispersed them, and cast them out of the 
city : as for such as could not run away, being women and 
children, they slew of them above seven hundred. Afterward, 
when they had carried every thing out of their houses, and 
had seized upon all the fruits that were in a flouiishing con- 
dition, they brought them into Masada. And indeed these 
men laid all the villages that were about the fortress waste, 
and made the whole country desolate ; while there came to 
them every day, from all parts, not a few men, as corrupt as 
themselves. At that time all the other regions of Judea, that 
had hitherto been at re^t, were in motion by means of the 
robbers. Now as it is in a human body, if the principal part 
be inilatned, all the members arc subject to the same distem- 
per ; so, by means of the sedition and disorder that was in 
the metropolis, had the wicked men that were in the country 
opportunity to ravage the same. Accordingly, when every 
one of them had plundered their own villages, they then re- 
tired into the desert : yet were these men that now got toge- 
ther, and joined in the conspiracy by parties, too small for 
an army, and too many for a gang of thieves.; and thus did 
they fall upon the holy places* and the cities ; yet did it 

* By these U^ti, or holy p!aeea, as distinct from cities, must be meant ftro" 
teuchiBy or hotucs of prayer out of cities ; of which we find mention made in 
the New'TcBtament and other authors. See Luke vi. 12. Acta xvi. 13, 16. 
Antiq. B. xiv. chap. x. sect. 23, ?ol. ii. ; his Life, sect. ,'94, voL iii. In ^itA 
te qtuBTo ftroseuch&f Juvenal, Sat iiL ver. 296. They were situated some- 
times by the sideii of rivers, Acts xvi. 13, or by the sea-Hide, Antiq. B. xiv. 
chap. X. sect. 23, vol. ii. So did the beventy-two interpreters go to prayer 
every morning by the sea-side, before they went to their work. B. xii. 
chap. ii. sect 12, vol. ii. 
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now so happen that they^ were sometimes very ill treated bj 
those upon whom they iell with such violence, and w4re taken 
by them as men are taken in war ; but still they prevented 
any farther punishment, as do robbers, who, as soon as their 
ravages [are discovered] run their way. Nor was there now 
any part of Judea that was not in a miserable condition, as 
well as its most eminent city also. 

S. These things were told Vespasian by deserters; for 
although the seditious watched all the passages out of the city, 
and destroyed all, whosoever they were, that came thither, 
yet were there some that had concealed themselves, and when 
they had fled to the Romans, persuaded their general to come 
to the city^s assistance, and save the remainder of the people ; 
informing him withal, that it was upon account of the peo- 
ple's good will to the Romans that many of them were al* 
ready slab, and the survivors in danger of the same treat. 
ment. Vespasian did indeed already pity the calamities these 
men were in, and arose in appearance as thauffh he was 
going to besiege Jerusalem, but^ in reality to deliver them 
from a ^worse] siege they were already under. However, he 
was obliged first to overthrow what remained elsewhere, and 
to leave nothing out of Jerusalem behind him that might 
interrupt him in that siege. Accordingly he marched against 
Gadara, the metropolis of Perea, which was a place of 
strength, and entered that city on the fourth day of the month 
Dystrus [Adar] ; for the men of power had sent an embaa* 
sage to him, without the knowledge of the seditious, to treat 
about a surrender ; which they did out of the desire they had 
of peace, and for saving their effects, because many of the 
citizens of Gadara were rich men. This embassy tne oppo- 
site party knew nothing of, but discovered it as Vespasian 
was approaching near the city. However, they despaired of 
keeping possession of the city, as being inferior in number to 
their enemies that were within the city, and seeing the Romans 
very near to the city ; so they resolved to fly, but thought it 
dishonourable to do it without shedding some blood, and re- 
venging themselves on the authors of this surrender ; so they 
seized upon Dolesus (a person not only the first in rank and 
family in that city, but one that seemed the occasion of send-* 
ing such an embassy) and slew him, and treated his dead body 
after a barbarous manner, so very violent was their anger at 
him, and then ran out of the city. And as now the Roman 
army was just upon them, the people of Gadara admitted 
Vespasian with joyful acclamations, and received from him 
the security of his right hand, as also a garrison of horsemen 
and footmen, to guard them against the excursions of the run- 
agates ; for as to their wall, they had pulkd it down before 
the Romans desired them so to do, that they might thereby 
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^▼e them assuramee that they were lovers of peaoe, and that 
n they had a mind, tbej oould not now make war against 
diem. 

4. And now Vespasian sent Placidus against those that had 
fled from Gadara, with five hundred horsemen and thive 
thousand footmen, while he returned himself to Cspsarea 
with the rest of the army. But as soon as these fugitives saw 
the horsemen that pursued them just upon their backs, and 
before they came to a close fight, they ran together to a cer- 
tain village, which was called Beihennabris ; where, finding 
a great multitude of young men, and arming them, partly by 
their own consent, partly by force, they rashly and suddenly 
assaulted Placidus and the troops that were with him. These 
horeeroen at the first onset gave way a little, as contriving to 
entice them farther off the wall ; and when they had drawn 
them into a place fit for their purpose, they made their horse 
encompass them round, and threw their darts at them ^ So 
the horsemen cut off the flight of the fugitives, while the 
foot terribly destroyed those that fought against them ; for 
those Jews did no more than shew their courage, and 'then 
were destroyed ; for as they fell upon the Romans, when * 
they were joined close together, and as it were walled about 
with their entire armour, they were not able to find any place 
where the darts could enter ; nor were they any way able to 
break their ranks, while they were themselves run through 
by the Roman darts, and like the wildest of wild beasts, rushed 
upon the points of the others' swords ; so some of them were 
destroyed, as cut with their enemies' swords upon their faces 
and others were dispersed by the horsemen. * 

6. Now Placidus's concern was to exclude them in their 
flight from getting into the village; and causing his horse to 
march continually on that side of them, he then turned short 
upon them, and at the same time his men made use of theif 
darts, and easily took their aim at those that were the nearest 
to them, as they made those that were farther off turn back 
by the terror they were in, till at last the most courageous of 
them brake through those horsemen, and fled to the wall of 
the village. And now those that guarded the wall were in 
great doubt what to do ; for they could not bear the thoughts 
of excluding those that came from Gadara, because of their 
own people that were among them ; and yet if they should 
admit them, they expected to perish with them, which came 
to pass accordingly ; for as they were crowding together at 
the wall, the Roman horsemen were just ready to fall in with 
them. However, the guards prevented them, and shut the 
gates, when Placidus made an assault upon them, and firfit- 
mg courageously till it was dark, he got possession of the wall 
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and of the people that were in the city, when the useless mul- 
titude were destroyed ; but those that were more potent ran 
away, and the solmers plundered the houses, and set the vil- 
lage on fire. As for those that ran out of the villa^, they 
stirred up such as were in the country, and exaggeratmg their 
own calamities, and telling them that the whoLe army of the 
Bomans were upon them, they put them into great fear on 
every ude : so they got in great numbers together, and fled 
to Jericho, for they knew no other place that could afPord 
them any hope of escaping, it bein^ a city that had a strong 
waU, and a great multitude of inhabitants. But Pladdus^ re- 
lying much upon his horsemen, and his former good success, 
followed them, and slew all that he overtook, as £eu: as Jor- 
dan ; and when he had driven the whole multitude to the 
river side, where they were stopped by the current (for it 
had been augmented lately by rains, and was not fordable), 
he put his soldiers in array over against them ; so the neces- 
sity the others were in provoked them to hazard a battle, be- 
cause there was no place whither they could flee. They then 
extended themselves a very great way along the banks of the 
river, and sustained the darts that were thrown at them, ^ 
well as the attacks of the horsemen, who beat many of them, 
and pushed them into the current. At which fight, hand to 
hand, fifteen thousand of them were slain, while the number, 
of those that were unwillingly forced to leap into Jordan, was 
prodi^ous. There were besides two thousand and two hun- 
dred taken prisoners. A mighty prey was taken also, con- 
sisting of asses, and sheep, and camels, and oxen. 

6. Now this destruction that fell upon the Jews, as it was 
not inferior to any of the rest in itself, so did it still appear 
greater than it really was ; and this because not only the 
whole country through which they fled was filled with slaugh- 
ter, and Jordan could not be passed over by reason of the 
dead bodies that were in it, but because the Lake Asphaltitis 
was also full of dead bodies that were carried down into it 
by the river. And now Placidus, after this good success that 
he had had, fell violently upon the neighbouring smaller cities 
and villages ; when he took Abila, and Julias, and Bezemoth, 
and all those that lay as far as the Lake Asphaltitis, and put 
su(-h of the deserters into each of them as he thought proper. 
He then put his soldiers on board the ships, and slew such 
as had fled to the lake, insomuch that all Perea had either 
surrendered themselves, or were taken by the Romans, as far 
as Macherus. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Honv Vespasianj tipon hearing of some Commotions in GaUy* 
made haste to finish the Jewish War. A Description of 
Jericho^ and of the Great plain ; with an Account besides 
of {he Lalce Asphaltitis. 

§ 1. In the meantime an account came that there were com- 
motions in Gall, and that Vindex, together with the men of 
power in that country, had revolted from Nero ; which affair 
IS more accurately described elsewhere. This report, thus 
related to Vespasian, excited him to go on briskly with the 
war ; for he foresaw already the civil wars which were com- 
ing upon them, nay that the very government was in danger, 
and he thought, if he could first reduce the eastern parts of 
the empire to peace, he should make the 'fears for Italy the 
lighter. While, therefore, the winter was bis hinderance 
[mmi going into the field j he put garrisons into the villages 
and smaller cities for their security ; he put decurions also 
into the villages, and centurions imto the cities ; he besides 
this rebuilt many of the cities that had been laid waste ; but 
at the beginning of the spring, he took the g^atest part of his 
army, and led it from Caesarea to Antipatris, where he spent 
two days in settling the affaiis of that city, and Uien, on the 
third day, he marched on, laying waste and burning all the 
neighbouring villages. And when he had laid waste all the 
places about the toparchy of Thamnas, he passed on to Lydda 
and Jamnia; and when both those cities had come over to 
him, he placed a great many of those that had come over to 
him [from other places] as inhabitants therein, and then 
came to Emmaus, where he seized upon the passages which 
led thence to their metropolis, and fortified nis camp, and 
leaving the fifth legion therein, he came to the toparchy of 
Bethletephon. He then destroyed that place and ttie neigh- 
bouring places by fire, and fortified at proper places the strong 
holds all about Idumea ; and when he had seized upon two 
villages, which were in the very midst of Idumea, Betaris, and 
Capartobas, he slew above ten thousand of the people, and 
carried into captivity above a thousand, and drove away the 
rest of the mintitude, and placed no small part of his own 
forces in them, who overran and laid waste the whole moun- 
tainous country; while he, with the rest of his forces, returned 
to Emmaus, whence he came down through the country of 
Samaria, and hard by the city, by others called Neapdis (or 
Sichem), but by the people of that country Mabortha, to 
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Corea, where he pitched his camp on the second day of the 
month Desius [Sivan] ; and on the day following, ne came 
to Jericho, on which day Trajan, one of his commaadert, 
joined him with the forces he brought out of Perea; all the 
places beyond Jordan being subdued already. 

2. Hereupon a great multitude prevented their approach, 
and came out of Jericho, and fled to those mountainous parts 
that lay over against Jerusalem, while that part which waa 
left behind was in great measure destroyed ; they ako foinid 
the dty desolate. It is situated in a plain, but a naked and 
barren mountain of a very great length bangs over it, which 
extends itself to the land about Scythopolis northward, but 
as. far as the country of Sodom, and the utmost limits of the 
Lake Asphakitis southward. This mountain is all of it very 
uneven, and uninhabited by reason of its barrenness : there 
is an omosite mount^n that is situated over against it on the 
other side of Jordan ; this last begins at Julias and the nor- 
thern quarters, and extends itself southward as far as Somor- 
vhon,* which is the bounds of Petra in Arabia. In this ridge 
of mountains there is one called the Irfm Mouniainy that runs 
in length as far as Moah. Now the region that lies in the 
Boiddte between these ridses of mountains, is called the Greai 
plain ; it reaches from the village Ginnabris, as far as the 
Lake Aspbaltitis ; its length is two hundred and thirty fur- 
kmgs, and its breadth a hundred and twenty, and it is divided 
ID the midst by Jordan. It hath two lakes in it, that of A»- 
pludtitis, and that of Tiberias, whose natures are opposite to 
each othor ; for the former is salt and unfruitful, but that of 
Tiberias is sweet and fruitful. This plain is much burnt up 
lo summer time, and by reason of the extraordinary heat, con- 
tains a very unwholesome air ; it is all destitute of water, ex- 
oqpting the river Jordan, which water of Jordan is the occa- 
sion why those plantations of palm-trees that are near its 
banks are more flourishing and much more fruitful, as are 
those that are remote from it not so flourishing or fruitful. 

3. Notwithstanding which, there is a fountain by Jericho 
ibat runs plentifully, and is very flt for watering the ground ; 
it arises near the old city which Joshua the son of Nun, the 

Eneial of the Hebrews, took the first of all the cities of the 
sd of Canaan, b^ ri^ht of war. The report is, that this 
fountain, at the beginnmg, caused not only the blasting of the 
earth and the trees, but of the children born of women, and 

* Whether this Somorrboo« or Somorrha, ought not to be here written Go^ 
morrha, ei soooe MSS* in a manner have it (for the place meant by JoicpbiM 
teems to be near Segor or Zoar, at the very aonth of the Dead Sea, hard by which 
•tood Sodom and Gomorrfaa), cannot now be certainly determined, but seems by 
I improbable. 
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that it irad entirely of a sioldy and ecNiruptive nature to all 
tlnncs whatsoever, but that it was made gentle, and very 
whoksome and fruitful by the prophet Elisha. This pro- 
phet was fiirailiar with Elijah, and was his successor, who, 
when he once was the guest of the people at Jericho, imd the 
men of the place had treated him very kindly, he both made 
them araenas, as well as the country, by a lasting favour ; 
for he went out of the city to this fountain, and threw into 
the current an earthen vessel full of salt ; after which he 
stretched out his righteous hand imto heaven, and pouring 
out a mild drink-offering, he made this supplication,* Thtft 
*' the current might be mollified, and that the veins of fresh 
water might be opened : that God also would bring into 
the place a more temperate and fertile air for the current, 
and would bestow upon the people of that country plenty 
of the fruits of the earth, and a succession of children ; and 
that this prolific water might never fail them, while they con- 
tinued to be righteous.'* To these prayers Elisha joined 
proper operations of his hands, after a skilful manner, and 
changed the fountain ; and that water which had been the 
occasion of barrenness and famine before, from that time 
did supply a numerous posterity, and afford great abundance 
to the country. Accoraingly the power of it is so great in 
watering the ground, that if it do but once touch a country, 
it affords a sweeter nourishment than other waters do when 
they lie so long upon them, till they are satiated with them. 
For which reason the advantage gained from other waters 
when they flow in great plenty is but small, while that of this 
water is great, when it flows even in little quantities. Accord- 
ingly it waters a larger space of ground than any other waters 
do, and passes along a plain of seventy furlongs long, and 
twenty broad ; wherein it affords nourishment to those most 
excellent gardens that are thick set with trees. There are in 
it many sorts of palm-trees that are watered by it, different 
from each other in taste and name ; the better sort of them, 
when they are pressed, yield an excellent kind of honey, not 
much inferior in sweetness to other honey. This country 
withal produces honey from bees ; it also bears that balsam 
which is the most precious of all the fruits in that place, 
cypress-trees also, and those that bear myrobalanum ; §o that 
he who should pronounce this place to be divine, would not 
be mistaken, wherein is such plenty of trees produced as are 
very rare, and of the most excellent sort. And indeed, if 
we speak of those other fruits, it will not be easy to light on 
any climate in the habitable earth that can well be compared 

* This excdlent prayer of Eliths it wanting in our copies, 2 Kings ii. 21, 
22, though it be referred to also in the Apostolical Constitutions, B. vii. ch. t 
zxxtiL and the success of it is mentioned in them all. =. y . v. ., ^ ^ ^S 
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to it, what is here sowed comes up in such clusters ; the cause 
of which seems to me to be the warmth of the air and the 
fertility of the waters ; the warmth calling forth the sprouts 
and making them spread, and the moisture making every one 
of them take root firmly, and supplying that virtue which it 
stands in need of in summer-time. Now this country is then 
so sadly burnt up that nobody cares to come at it ; and if the 
water oe drawn up before sun-risinff, and after that exposed 
to the air, it becomes exceeding cold, and becomes of a na- 
ture quite contrary to the ambient air; as in winter again, it 
becomes warm ; and if you go into it, it appears very gentle. 
The ambient ^r is here also of so good a temperature that 
the people of the country are clothed in linen only, even 
when snow covers the rest of Judea. This place is one hun- 
dred and fifty furlongs from Jerusalem, and sixty from Jor- 
dan. The country, as far as Jerusalem, is desert and stony ; 
but that as far as Jordan and the Lake Asphaltitis lies lower 
indeed, though it be equally desert and barren. But so 
much shall suffice to have said about Jericho, and of the 
great happiness of its situation. 

4. The nature of the Lake Asphaltitis is also worth de- 
scribing. It is, as I have said already, bitter and unfruitful. 
It is so light [or thick] that it bears up the heaviest things 
that are thrown into it ; nor is it easy for any one to make 
things sink therein to the bottom, if he had a mind so to do. 
Accordingly, when Vespanan went to see it, he commanded 
that some, who could not swim, should have their hands tied 
behind them and be thrown into the deep, when it so happened 
that they all swam, as if a wind had forced them upwards. 
Moreover, the change of the colour of this lake is wonderful, 
for it changes its appearance thrice every day ; and as the 
rays of the siin fall oifferently upon it, the liglit is variously 
reflected. However, it casts up black clods of bitumen in 
many parts of it ; these swim at the top of the water, and re- 
semble both in shape and bigness headless bulls; and when 
the labourers that belong to the lake come to it, and catch 
hold of it, as it hangs together, they draw it into their ships ; 
but when the ship is fuU, it is not easy to cut ofi^ the rest, 
for it is so tenacious as to make the ship hang upon its clods, 
till they set it loose with the menstrual blood of women and 
with urine, to which alone it yields. This bitumen is not 
only useful for the caulking of ships, but for the cure of 
men^s bodies ; accordingly it is mixed in a great many medi- 
cines. The length of this lake is five hundred and eighty 
furlongs, where it is extended as far as Zoar in Arabia, and 
its breadth is an hundred and fifty. The country of Sodom* 

• See the note on B. v. ch. xiil .tct «, i^Jr^^^QoOgh 
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borders upon it. It was of old a most happy, land, both for 
the fruits It bore and the riches of its cities, although it be 
now all burnt up. It is related how, for the impiety of its in- 
habitants, it was burnt b^ lightning ; in consequence of which 
there are still the- remainders of that divine fire, and the 
traces [or shadows] of the five cities are still to be seen, as 
well as the ashes growing in their fruits ; which fruits have a 
colour as if they were fit to be eaten ; but if you pluck them 
witli your hands, they dissolve into smoke and ashes. And 
thus what is related of this land of Sodom hath these marks 
of credibility, which our very sight affords us. 



CHAP. IX. 

That Vespasian^ after he had taken Gadara^ made Prepara^ 
tionfor the Siege of Jerusalem. B%U that^ upon his hear^ 
ing of the Death of Nero ^ he chaiiged his intentions. As 
also concerning Simon of Gerasa. 

§ 1. And now Vespasian had fortified all the places round ^ 
about Jerusalem, and erected citadels at Jericho and Adida^ 
and placed garrisons in them both, partly out of bis own 
Romans, and partly out of the body of his auxiliaries. He 
also sent Lucius Annius to Gerato, and delivered to him a 
body of horsemen and a considerable number of footmen. 
So when he had taken the city, which he did at the first 
onset, he slew a thousand of those young men, who had not 
prevented him by flying away ; but he took their families 
captive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder them of their 
effects ; after which he set fire to their houses, and went away 
to the adjoining villages, while the men of power fled away, 
and the weaker part were destroyed, and what was remaining 
was all burned down. And now the war having gdne through 
all the mountainous country, and all the plain country also, 
those that were at Jerusalem were deprived of the liberty of 
going out of the city ; for as to such as had a mind to desert, 
they were watched by the zealots ; and as to such as were not 
yet on the side of the Romans, their army kept them in, by 
encompassing the city round atxiut on all sides. 

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Cassarea, and was 
tting ready with all his army to march directly to Jerusalem, 
e was informed that Nero was dead, after he had reigned 
thirteen years and eight days ; but as to any narration, after 
what manner he abused his power in the government, and 
committed the management of afiairs to those vile wretches, 
Nymphidius and Tigellinus, bis unworthy frecdmen ; and 
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hdw be had a plot kid against him by them, and was deserted 
hj all his guards, and ran away with four of his most trus^ 
freedmen, and slew himself in the suburbs of Rome ; and 
how those diat occasioned his death were, in no long time, 
brought themsdves to punishment ; how also the war m Gall 
ended ; and how Gaiba* was made emperor, and returned 
out of Spain to Rome ; and how he was accused by the sol- 
diers as a pusillanimous person, and slain by treachery in the 
middle of the market-place at Rome, and. Otho was made 
emperor; with his expedition against the commanders of 
yitellius, and his destruction thereupon ; and besides, what 
troubles there were under Vitellius, and the fight that was 
about the capitol ; as also how Antonius Primus and Muci- 
anus slew Vitellius and his German legions, and thereby put 
an end to that civil war,-^I have omitted to give an exact ac- 
count of them, because they are well known by all, and they 
are described by a great number of Greek and Roman au- 
thors : yet, for the sake of the connection of matters, and that 
my history may not be incoherent, I have just touched upon 
every thing bnefly. Wherefore Vespasian put off at first his 
expedition against Jerusalem, and stood waiting whither the 
empire would be transferred after the death of ^Iero. More* 
over, when he heard that Galba was made emperor, he at* 
tempted nothing, till he also should send him some directions 
about the war ; however, he sent his son Titus to him, to 
salute him, and to receive his commands about the Jews. 
Upon the very same errand did king Agrippa sail along with 
Titus to Galba; but as they were smiing in their long ships 
by the coasts of Achaia, for it was winter-time, they heard 
that Galba was slain before they could get to him, after he 
had reigned seven months and as many days. After whom 
Otho took the government, and undertook the management of 
public affiurs. |3o Agrippa resolved to go on to Rome, with- 
out any terror on account of the change in the government ; 
but Titus, by a divine impulse, sailed back from Greece to 
Syria, and came in great haste to Csesarea to his father. And 
now they were both in suspense about the public affairs, the 
Roman empire being then in a fluctuating condition, and did 
not go on with their expedition against the Jews, but thought 
that to make any attack upon foreigners was now unseason- 
able, on account of the sobcitude they were in for their own 
country. 

■ Of tbese JRoman 9Bldn and tamults rnider Galba, Oiho, and Vitdfiui, 
biM only Umcfaed npon by Jowphna, gee Tadtua, Sneumius, and Bio more 
largely. However, we may obserye with Ottius, that Josephus writes the oame 
pf the second of them not Otto, with many others f but Otho, with the CQini* 
1^ alfo |he note oo ch. xi. sect. 4* 
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8. And now there arose another war at Jerusalem. There 
waa a son of Giora, one Siniony by birth of Gerasa, a young 
man, not so cunnii^, indeed, as John [of Gischala j who had 
already seized upon the city, but supenor in strengtn of body 
and courage ; on which account, when he had been driven 
away from that Acrabattene toparchy, which he once had, 
by Ananus the high-priest, he came to those robbers who 
had seized upon Masada. At the first they suspected him, 
and only permitted him to come, with the women he brought 
with him, into the lower part of the fortress, while they dwelt 
in the upper part of it themselves. However, his manners so 
well agreed with theirs, and he seemed so trusty a man, that 
he went out with them, and ravaged and destroyed the coun* 
try with them about Masada : yet. when he persuaded them 
to undertake greater things, he could not prevail with them 
so to do; for as they were accustomed to dwell in that citadel, 
they were afraid offing far from that which was their hiding 
place ; but he affectmg to tyrannize, and being fond of great* 
ness, when he had heard of the death of Ananus, he left them 
and went into the mountainous part of the country. So he 
proclaimed liberty to those in slavery, and a reward to those 
already free ; and got together a set of wicked men from all 
quarters. 

4. And as he had now a strong body of men about him, he 
overran the villages that lay in the mountainous country, 
and when there were still more and more that came to him, 
he ventured to go down into the lower parts of the country, • 
and since he was now become formidable to the cities, many 
of the men of power were corrupted by him ; so that his 
army was no longer composed of slaves and robbers, but a 
great many of the populace were obedient to him as to their 
king. He then overran the Acrabattene toparchy, and the 
places that reached as far as the great Idupiea ; for he built 
a wall at a certain village called Nain^ and made use of that 
as a fortress for his own party^a security ; and at the valley 
called Pharan^he enlarged many of the caves, and many 
others he found ready for his purpose ; these he made use of 
as repositories for his treasures and receptacles for his prey, 
and therein he Imd up the fruits that he had got by rajiine ; 
and many of his partisans had their dwelling in them ; and he 
made no secret of it that he was exercbing his men before- 
hand, and making preparations for the assault of Jerusalem. 

£. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread they were in 
of his attacking them, and being willing to prevent one that 
was growing up to oppose them, went out against him with 
their weapons. Simon met them, and joinmg battle with 
them, slew a considerable number of them, and drove the rest 
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before him into the city, but durst not trust so much upon his 
forces as to make an assault upon the walls ; but he resolved 
first to subdue Idumea, and, as he had now twenty thousand 
armed men, he marched to the borders of theu* country. 
Hereupon the rulers of the Idumeans got together on the 
sudden the most warlike part of their people, about twenty- 
five thousand in number, and permitted the rest to be a guard 
to their own country, by reasoh of the incursions that were 
made by the Siclurii that were at Masada. Thus they received 
Simon at their borders, where they fought him, and conti- 
nued the battle all that day, and the dispute lay whether they 
had conquered him, or been conquered by him. So he went 
back to Nain, as did the Idumeans return home. Nor was 
it long ere Simon came violently again upon their country ; 
when he pitched his camp at a certain village called Thecoe, 
and sent Elcazar, one of his companions, to those that kept 
garrison at Herodium, and in order to persuade them to sur- 
render that fortress to him. The garrison received this man 
readily, while they knew nothing of what he came about ; 
but as soon as he talked of the surrender of the place, they 
fell upon him with their drawn swords, till he found that he 
had no place for flight, when he threw himself down from the 
wall into the valley beneath ; so he died immediately : but 
the Idumeans, who were already much afr^d of Simon's 
power, thought fit to take a view of the enemy's army before 
they hazarded a battle with them. 

o. Now there was one of their commanders named Jacobs 
who offered to serve them readily upon that occasion, but 
had it in his mind to betray them. He went therefore from 
the village Alurus, wherein the army of the Idumeans were 
gotten together^ and came to Simon ; and at the very first he 
agreed tobetray his country to him, and took assurances upon 
oath from him that he should always have him in esteem, and 
then promised him that he would assist him in subduing all 
Idumea under him ; upon which account he was feasted afler 
an obliging manner by Simon, and elevated by his mighty 
promises. And when lie was returned to his own men, he at 
Hrst belied the army of Simon, and said it was manifold more 
in number than what it was ; after which he dexterously per- 
suaded the commanders, and by degrees the whole multitude, 
to receive Simon, and to surrender the whole government up 
tt> him without fighting. And as he was doin^ this, he in- 
vited Simon by his messengers, and promised hun to disperse 
tlie Idumeans, which he performed also; for as soon as their 
army was nigh them, he first of all got upon his horse, and 
fled, together with those whom he had corrupted : hereupon 
a terror fell upon the whole multitude, and before it came to 
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a cldse fight, they broke their ranks, and every one retired 
to his own home. 

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march into Idumea with- 
out bloodshed, and made a sudden attack upon the city He- 
bron, and took it ; wherein he got possession of a great deal 
of prey, and plundered it of a vast quantity of fruit Now 
the people of the country say that it is an ancienter city not 
onlv than any in that country, but than Memphis in Egypt, 
and accordingly its age is reckoned at two thousand and three 
hundred years. They also relate that it had been the habi- 
tation of Abram, the progenitor of the Jews, after he had re- 
moved out of Mesopotamia ; and they say that his posterity 
descended from thence into Egypt, whose monuments are to 
this very time shewed in that small city ; the fabric of which 
monuments are of the most excellent marble, and wrought 
after the most elegant manner. There is also there shewed, 
at the distance of six furlongs from the city, a very large tur- 
pentine tree ; * and the report goes that this tree has con- 
tinued ever since the creation of the world. Thence did Si- 
mon make his progress over all Idumea, and did not only ra- 
vage the cities and villages, but laid waste the whole country ; 
for, besides those that were completely armed, he had forty 
thousand men that followed him, insomuch that he had not 
provisions enough to suffice such a multitude. Now^ besides 
this want of provisions that he was in, he was of a barbarous 
disposition, and bore great anger at this nation, by which 
means it came to pass, mat Idumea was greatly depopulated ; 
and as one may see all the woods behind despoiled of their 
leaves by locusts, after they have been there, so was there . 
nothing left behind Simon^s army but a desert. Some places 
they burned down, some they utterly demolished, and what- 
soever grew in the country, "they either trod it down or fed 
upon it ; and by their marches they made the ground that 
was cultivated harder and more untractable than that which 
was barren. In short, there was no sign remaining of those 

E laces that had been laid waste, that ever they had had a 
eing. 

8. This success of Simon excited the zealots afresh; and 
though they were afraid to fight him openly in a fair battle, 
yet did they lay ambushes in the passes, and seized upon his 
wife, with a con^derable number of her attendants ; where- 
upon they came back to the city rejoicing, as if they had taken 
Simon himself captive, and were in present expectation that 

* Some of the ancients call this famous tree, or {prove, an oaky others a ter. 
pentine tree, or grove. It has been very famous in all past ages, and is so, I 
suppose, at this day, and that particularly for an eminent Diart or meeting of 
merchants there every year, as the travellers inform us. 
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he wauldlay down bk arms, and niAke fluf^licatioii to them 
for his wife ; but instead of indulging any metdfiil affectbii, 
he grew very angrv -at them for sei^iog ms bekred wife : so 
he came to the wall of Jerusalem, imd, Hke wild beasts when 
they are wounded, and cannot overtake those that wounded 
them, he vented his spleen upon all persons that he met with. 
Acoordingljr he caught all those that were come out of the 
city-^tes, either to gather herbs or sticks, who were unarmed 
and m years ; he then tormented them and destroyed ^era, 
out of the immense rage he was in, and was almost ready to 
taste the very flesh of their dead bodies. He also cut off d)e 
hands of a great nbanys find sent them into the city to astonish 
his enemies, and in order to make the people £sll into a sedi- 
tion, and desert those that had been the authors of his wife^s 
seizure. He also enjoined them to teil the peode, that 
Simon swore by the Grod of the universe, who sees all things, 
that unless they will restore him his wife, he will break down 
their wall and inflict the like punishment upon all the citi- 
zens, without sparing any age, and without making any dis- 
tinction between the guilty and the innocent. These tnreat- 
enings so greatly affrighted not the people only, but the zea- 
lots themselves also, that they sent his wife back to him, 
when he became a little milder, and left off his perpetual 
bloodshedding. 

9. But now sedition and civil war prevailed,. not only over 
Judea, but in Italy also ; for now Galba was slain m the 
midst of the Boman market-place; then was Otho made 
emperor, and fought against Vitellius, who set up for em- 
peror also, for thelegions in Germany had chosen him. But 
when he gave battle to Valens and Cecinna, who were Yitej- 
lius^s generals, at Betriacum in Gall, Otho gained the advan- 
tage on the first day, but on the second day Vitellius^s sol- 
diers had the victory ; and, after much slaughter, Otho slew 
himself, when he had heard of this defeat at Brixa, and after 
he had managed the public affair's three months and two 
days. * Otho^s army also came over to Vitellius^s generals, 
and he came himself down to Rome with his army. But 
in the meantime Vespasian removed from Cassarea, on the 
fifth day of the month Desius [Sivan] and marched against 
those places of Judea which were not yet overthrown. So he 
went up to the mountainous country, and took those two 
toparchies that were called the Gophnttick and Acrabattene 
toparchies. After which he took Bethel and Ephraim, two 
small cities, and when he had put garrisons into them, he 

« Suetonius differs hardly three days from Josephus* and says Otho perished 
on the 95th day of hU reign. In Othon. See the note on ch. xi. sect. 4. 
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lode BBher as Jerusalem, is n^ucli inarch he took raimj pii* 
soners and manj captives ; but Gerealis, ooe of his com^ 
maadersy took a bedj of horsemen and footmen, and laid 
waste that part of IcUimea which was called the Upper Idum 
meOy and attacked Caphetfara, which pretended to be a small 
dty, and took it at the first onaet^ aod burnt it down. He 
also attadied Capbarabim, and laad ^ge to it, for it had a 
Tery strong wall ; and when he expected to spend a kmg 
time in that siege, those that were within openai theii^ gi^tea 
on the sud&n, and came to b^ pardon, and surrendered 
tfaansehres up to him. When Cerealis had conquered them, 
he went to Hebron,^ another very ancient cky. I have told 
you already, that this city is situated in a mountainous eoun-. 
try^ not far off Jerusalem ; and when he had broken into the 
city by force, what multitude and )Foung men were left ther^ 
he slew, and burnt down the dty ; so that as now all the 
pbces were taken exce{)tinff Herodium, and Masada, and 
Macherus, which were in we possession of the robbers, so 
Jerusalem was what the Romans at present aimed at. 

10. And now, as soon aa Simou had set his wife free, and 
recovered her from the zealots, he returned back to the re« 
mainders of Idumea, and driving the imtion all before him ; 
from all quarters, he compelled a great number of them to 
retire to Jerusalem ; he followed them himself also to the 
city, and aicompassed the wall all round again ; and when he 
Bghted upon any labourers that were coming thither out of 
the country, he slew than. Now this Simon, who was with- 
out the wall, was a greater terror to the people than the Bo- 
mans themselves, as were the zealots who were within it more 
heavy upon them than both of the other; and during this 
time did the mischievous contrivances and courage [of John} 
corrupt the body of the Galileans ; for these Galileans had 
advanced this John, and made him very potent, who made 
them a suitable requital, from the authority he had obtained 
by their means ; for be permitted them to do all things that 
any of them desired to do, while their inclination to plunder 
was insatiable, as was their zeal in searching the houses of 
the rich ; and for the murdering of the men, and abusing of 
the women, it was sport to them. They also devoured what 

rils they had taken, together with their blood, and indulged 
mselves in feminine wantonness, without any disturbance, 
till they were satiated therewith ; while they decked their 
hair, and put on women^s garments, and were besmeared over 
with ointments ; and that they might appear very comely, 
they had piunts under their eyes, and imitated not only the 
ornaments, but also the lusts of women, and were guilty of 
such intolerable uncteanness that they invented unlawful 
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pleasures of that sort : and thus did they roll themselves up 
and down the city, as in a brothel-house, and defiled it en- 
tirely with their impure actions ; nay, while their faces looked 
Uke the faces of women, they killed with th&r right hands ; 
and when their gait was effeminate, they presentH^ attacked 
men, and became warriors, and drew their swords from under 
their finely-dyed cloaks, and ran every body through wh<Hn 
they lighted upon. However, Simon waited for such as ran 
away from Jonn, and was the more bloody of the two ; and 
he who had escaped the tyrant within the wall was destroyed 
by the other that lay before the gates ; so that all attempts of 
flying and deserting to the Romans were cut off, as to those 
that had a mind so to do. 

11. Yet did the army that was under Jc^n raise a sedition 
against him, and all the Idumeans separated themselves from 
the tyrant, and attempted to destroy him ; and this out of their 
envy at his power, and hatred of his cruelty : so they got to- 
gether, and slew many of the zealots, and drove the rest be- 
n>re them into that royal palace that was built by Grapte, 
who was a relation of Izates, the king of Adiabene. The Idu- 
means fell in with them, and drove the zealots out thence 
into the temple, and betook themselves to plunder John's 
effects ; for both he himself was in that palace, and therein 
had he laid up the spoils he had acquired by his tyranny. In 
the meantime, the multitude of those zealots that were dis- 
persed over the city, ran together to the temple, unto those 
that had fled thither ; and John prepared to bring them down 
against the people and the Idumeans, who were not so much 
afraid of being attacked by them, because they were them- 
selves better soldiers than they, as at their madness, lest they 
should privately sally out of tne temple, and get among them, 
and not only destroy them, but set the city on fire also. So 
they assembled themselves together,' and the high-priests with 
them, and took counsel after what manner they should avoid 
their assault. Now it was God who turned their opinions to 
the worst advice, and thence they devised such a remedy to 
get themselves free as was worse than the disease itself. Ac- 
cordingly, in order to overthrow John, they determined to 
admit Simoii, and earnestly to desire the introduction of a 
second tyrant into the city ; which resolution they brought to 
perfection, and sent Matthias the high-priest to beseech this 
hiiiion to come into them, of whom they had so often been 
itfrald. Those also that had fled from tfie zealots in Jerusa- 
leui joined in this request to him, out of the desire they had 
of preserving their houses and their effects- Accordingly he 
in an arrogant manner granted them his lordly protection, 
and came into the city in order to deliver it from the zealots. 
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The ptople also made joyful acclamations to him, as their 
saviour and their preserver ; but when he was come in with 
hifi army, he took care to secure his own authority, and looked 
upon those that had invited him to be no less his enemies 
than those against whom the invitation was intended. 

12. And thus did Simon get possession of Jerusalem in 
the third year of the war, in the month Xanthicus [Nisan] ; 
whereupon John, with his multitude of zealots, as being both 
prohibited from coming out of the temple, and having lost 
their power in the city (for Simon and nis party had plun- 
dered them of what they had), were in despair of deliverance. 
Simon also made an assault upon the temple, with the assist- 
ance of the people, while the others stood upon the cloisters 
and the battlements, and defended themselves from their as- 
saults. However, a considerable number of Simon^s party 
fell, and many were carried off wounded ; for the zealots 
threw their darts easily from a superior place, and seldom 
failed of hitting their enemies ; but having the advantage of 
situation, and naving withal erected four very large towers 
aforehand, that their darts might come from higher places, 
one at the north-east comer of the court, one above the 
Xystus, the third at another comer over against the lower 
dty, and the last was erected above the top of thfe Fasto- 
phoria ; where one of the priests stood of course, and gave 
a signal beforehand with a trumpet, at the beginning of every 
seventh day,* in thfe evening twilight, as also at the evening 
when that day was finished, as giving notice to the people 
when they were to leave off work, and when they were to 
CO to woTK again. These men also set their engines to cast 
darts and stones withal upon those towers, with their archers 
and slingers. And now Simon made his assault upon the 
temple more faintly, by reason that the greatest part of his 
men crew weary of that work ; yet did he not leave off his 
opposition, because his army was superior to the others, al- 
though the darts which were thrown by the engines were 
carried a great way, and slew many of those that fought for 
him. 

• This beginning and endSog the observation of the Jewish seventh day or 
sabbath, with a priest's blowing of a trumpet, is remarkable, and nowhere else 
mentioned, that I know of. Nor is Ilcland*s conjecture here improbable, that 
this was the very place that has puzzled our commentators so long, called Mutach 
Sabbatiy the Covert of the Sabbatk, if that be the true reading, 2 Kings xvi. 18, 
because here the proper priest stood dry under a covcnn^, to prochiin the begin- 
ning and ending of every Jewish Sabbath. 
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CHAP. X. 

How the Soldiers^ both in Juiea and Egypt^ proclaimed 
Vespasian Emperor; and how Vespasian released Jose^ 
phus of his Bonds, 

§ 1. Now about this very time it was that heavy calamities 
came about Rome on all sides ; for Viteliius was come from 
Germany with his soldiery, and drew along with him a great 
multitude of other men besides. And when the spaces al- 
lotted for soldiers could not contain them, he made all Bome 
itself his camp, and filled all the houses with his armed men ; 
which men, when they saw the riches of Rome with those 
eyes whidi had never seen such riches before, and found 
themselves shone round about on all sides with diver and 
gold, they had much ado to contain their covetous desires, 
and were ready to betake themselves to plunder, and to the 
slaughter of such as should stand in their way. And this was 
the state of affairs in Italy at that time. 

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown all the places that 
were .near to Jerusalem, he returned to Caesarea, and heard 
of the troubles that were at Rome, and that Viteliius was 
emperor. This produced indignation in hino^ although be 
well knew how to be governed, as well as to govern, and 
could not, with any satisfaction, own him for his lord who 
acted so madly, and seized upon the government as if it were 
absolutely destitute of a governor. And as this sorrow of 
his was violent, he was not able to support the torments he 
was under, nor to apply himself farther in other wars, when 
his native country was laid waste ; but then, as much as his 
passion excited him to avenge his country, so much was he 
restrained by the consideration of his distance therefrom ; 
because fortune might prevent him, and do a world of mis- 
chief before he could himself sail over the sea to Italy, es- 
pecially as it was still the winter season ; so he restrained his 
anger, how vehement soever it was at this time. 

8. But now his commanders and soldiers met in several 
companies, and consulted openly about changing the public 
affairs, and out of their indignation cried out, how, *^ At 
Rome there are soldiers that live delicately ; and when they 
have not ventured so much as to hear the fame of war, they 
ordain whom they please for our governors, and in hopes of 
gain make them emperors ; while you have gone through so- 
many labours, and are grown into years under your helmets, 
give leave to others to use such a power, when yet you have 
among yourselves one more worthy to rule than any whom 
they have set up. Now what juster opportunity shall they 
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ever have of reciuiting their generals, if they do not make 
use of this that is nowbefore uiem ? while there are so much 

{'ust^ reasons for Vespasian^s being emperor than for Vitel* 
iuSf as they are themselves more deserving than those that 
made the other emperors ; for that they have imdergone as 
great wars as have the troops that come from Grermany ; nor 
are they inferior in war to those that have brought that tyrant 
to Ron^, nor have they undergone smaller lalxmrs than wey ; 
for that neither will the Roman senate nor people bear such 
a lascivious emperor as Vitellius, if he be compared with 
th^ chaste Vespasian ; nor will they endure a most barbar* 
0US tyrant, instead of a eood governor, nor choose one that 
hath no child,* to preside over them, instead of him that is 
a father ; because the advancement of men^s own children to 
dignities is certainly the greatest security kings can have for 
themselves. Whetner, therefore, we estunate the capacity of 
governing from the skill of a person in years, we ought to 
have Vespasian ; or whether from the strength of a young 
man, we ought to have Titus : for by this means we shall have 
the advantage of both their ages ; for that they will afford 
strength to those that shall be made emperors, they haying 
already three legions, besides other auxiliaries from the neigh- 
bouring kinffs, and will have farther all the armies in the east 
to support them, as also those in Europe, so far as they are 
out of the distance and dread of Vitellius, be^des such auxi^ 
liaries as they may have in Italy itself, that is, Vespasian's^ 
brother, and his other son [Domitian] ; the one of which will 
bring in a great many of those young men that are of digu 
nity, while me other is entrusted with the government of the 
dty, which office of his will be no small means of Vespasian's 
obtaining the government. Upon the whole, the case may be 
sndi, that if we oujrselves make farther delays, the senate may 
choose an emperor, whom the soldiers, who are the saviours 
of the empire, will have in contempt.** 

4. These were the discourses the soldiers had in their seve- 
ral companies ; after which they got together in a great body, 
and, encouraging one another, they declared Vespasian J em- 

* iThe Roman aatbon that now remain ny, Vitellias had diildten ; where* 
as Jo8q>bu8 introduces here the Roman soldiers in Judea saying he had none. 
Which of these assertions was the truth, I know not. Spanheim thinks he 
hath given a peculiar reason for calling ViteUius ckildletBy though he reaUv 
bad children. Diss, de Num. pages 649, 660, , to which it appears very dif- 
ficult to give our assent. 

f Thu hrother of Vespasian was Flavius Sabious, ai Suetonius informs 
us, in Vitel. sect. 15, and in Vespasian, sect 2. He is also named by Jose- 
phus presently, ch. xL.sect. 4. 

X It is pUun by the nature of the thing, as well as by Jos€»>hus and £tttro- 
pins, that Vespa^an was first of all saluted emperor in Judea, and not till 
VOL. V. I 
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peror, imd exhorted him to save the government, which wa^ 
now in danger. Now Vespasian's concern had been for a 
considerable dtne about the pubhc ; yet did not he intend to. 
set up for governor himself, though his actions shewed him 
to deserve it, while he preferred that safety which is in a pri- 
vate life, before the dangers in a state of such dignity : out 
when he refused the empire, the commanders insisted the 
more earnestly upon his acceptance, and the soldiers came 
about him with their drawn swords in their hands, and 
threatened to kill him, unless he would now live according 
to his dignity. And when he had shewn his reluctance a 
great whUe, and had endeavoured to thrust away this domi- 
nion from him, he at 'length, being not able to persuade 
them, yielded to their solicitations that would salute him 
emperor. ' 

5. So, upon the exhortations of Mucianus and the other 
coi^manders, that he would accept of the empire, and upon 
that of the rest of the army, who cried out that they were 
willing to be led against all his opposers, he was, in the first 
place, intent upon gaining the dominion over Alexandria, as 
knowing that Egypt was of the greatest consequence in 
order to obtain the entire government, because of its sup- 
plying of com [to Rome], which corn^ if he could be master 
of, he hoped to dethrone Vitellius, supposing he should aim 
to keep the empire by force (for he would not be able to 
support himself, if the multitude at Bome should once be in 
want of food), and because he was desirous to join the two 
legions that were at Alexandria to the other legions that 
were with him. He also considered with himself, that he 
should then have that country for a defence to himself 
against the uncertainty of fortune ; for Egypt ♦ is hard to 
be entered by land, and hath no good havens by sea. It 
hath on the west the dry deserts of Libya ; and on the south 
Siene, that divides it from Ethiopia, as well as the cataracts 
erf the Nilej that cannot be sailed over ; and on the east the 
Red Sea, extending as far as Coptus; and it is fortified on the 
north by the land that reaches to Syria, together with that 
cflUed the Egyptian Sea^ having no havens in it for ships. 
And thus is Egypt willed about on every side. Its length 

time aftenrwd in Egypt. Whence Tacitus's and Suctoniua's presem 

ies muit be correctcif, \v hen tliej both saj, that he was first proclaimed 

^ Egypt, and tljat ^n ihe kalends of July, while they still say it was the tifth 

if the noncA or iUcs of the same July before he was proclaimed in Judea. I 

ippot^ Ihe month tliey tljera intended was June, and not July, as the copies 

W bufe il^ i3ot doei Titcttiw** coherence imply less. See Essay on the Kev. 

~ tiAft nn nuthrniic description of the bounds and circumstances of 

'ay* of Ve#p?i^ijUi and Titus. 
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between Pelusium and Siene is two thousand furlongs; and 
the passage by sea, from Plinthine to Pelusium, is three 
thousand six hundred furlongs. Its river Nile is navigable 
as far as the city called Elephantine^ the forenathed cataracts 
hindering ships from goin^ any farther. The haven also of 
Alexandria is not entered oy tne mariners without difficulty, 
even in times of peace ; for the passage inward is narrow, 
and full of rocks that lie under the water, which oblige the 
mariners to turn from a straight direction : its left side is 
blocked up by works made by men'^s hands on both sides ; on 
its right side lies the island called PharuSy which is situated 
just before the entrance, and supports a very great tower, 
that affords the sight of a fire to such as sail within three 
hundred furlongs of it, that ships may cast anchor a great 
way off in the night-time, by reason of the difficulty of sailing 
nearer. About this island are built very great piers, the 
handywork of men, against which when the sea dashes it* 
self, and its waves are broken against those boundaries, the 
navigation becomes very troublesome, and the entrance 
through so narrq.w a passage is rendered dangerous ; yet is 
the haven itself, when you are got into it, a very safe one, 
and of thirty furlongs m largeness ; into which is brought 
what the country wants, in order to its happiness ; as also 
what abundance the country affords, more than it wants it. 
self, is hence distributed into all the habitable earth. 

6. Justly, therefore, did Vespasian desire to obtain that 
government in order to corroborate his attempts upon the 
whole empire ; so he immediately sent to Tiberius Alexan- 
der, who was then governor of Egypt and of Alexandria, 
and informed him what the army had put him upon, and 
how he, being forced to accept of the burden of the govern- 
ment> was desirous to have him for his confederate and sup~ 
porter. Now as soon as ever Alexander had read thi^ letter, 
be readily obliged the legions and the multitude to take the 
oath of fidelity to Vespasian, both which willingly complied 
with him, as already acquainted with the courage of the man, 
from that his conduct in their neighbourhood. Accordingly 
Vespasian, looking upon himself as already entrusted with the 
government, got all things ready for his journey [to Rome]. 
Now fame carried this news abroad more suddenly than one 
could have thought, that he was emperor over the east, upon 
which every city kept festivals, and celebrated sacrifices and 
oblations for such ^ood news: the lemons also that were in 
Mysia and Pannonia, who had been in commotion a little 
before on account of this insolent attempt of Vitellius, were 
very glad to take the oath of fidelity to Vespasian upon his 
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ooming to the emjure. ' Vespasian then removed from Ca^ 
sarea to Berytus, where many embassages came to him from 
Syria and many from other provinces, bnn^g with them^ 
from every city, crowns and the congratulations of the peo- 
ple. Mucianus came also, who was the president of the 
province, and told him with what alacrity the people [re- 
ceived ^e news of his advancement], and how the people 
of every city had taken the oath of fidelity to him. 

7. So Vespasiau^s good fortune succeeded to his wishes 
everywhere, and the puUic affairs were, for the greatest 
part, already in his hands ; upon which he considered that 
ne had. not arrived at the government without Divine Pro- 
vidence, but that a righteous kind of fate had brought the 
empire under his power ; for as he called to mind the other 
signals which had been a great many everywhere, that fore« 
told he should obtain the government, so did he remember 
'what Josephus had said to him, when he ventured to foretell 
his ooming to the empire while Nero was aUve ; so he was 
much concerned that this man was still in bonds with him. 
He then called for Mucianus, together with his other com* 
manders a^d friends, and, in the first place, he informed 
them what a valiant man Josephus had been, and what great 
hardships he had made him undergo in the siege of Jota- 
pata. After that he related those predictions* of his which 
he had then suspected as fictions, suggested out of the fear 
he was in, but which had by time beisn demonstrated to be 
divine. ^' It is a shameful thing,'^ said he, ^' that this man 
who hath foretold my coming to the empire beforehand, and 
been the minister uf a divine message to me, should still be 
retained in the condition of a captive or prisoner.^ So he 
called for Josephus, and commanded that he should be set 
at liberty : whereupon the commanders promised themselves 
glorious things from this requital Vespasian made to a 
stranger. Titus was then present with his father, and said, 
^ O rather, it is but just that the scandal [of a prisoner] 

* Ag Daniel was preferred by Darius and Cyrus, on account of bis baring 
finetold tbe destruction of the Babylonian monarchy by tlieir means, apd the 
consequent exaltation of the Medes and Persians, Dan. t. 6 ; or rather^as Je- 
xemiao, when he was a prisoner, was set at liberty, and honourably treated by 
Nebocaiadan, at the command of Nebuchadnezzar, on account of his having 
ibretold the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, Jer. xL 1-6, so was 
our Josephus set at liberty, and honourably treated, on account of his having 
foretold Uie advancement of Vespasian and Titus to die Roman empire. All 
these are most eminent instances of the interposition of Divine Providence, and 
of the certainty of divine predictions in the great revolutions of the four mo- 
narchies. Several such like examples there are, both in the sacred and other 
histories ; as in the case of Joseph in Egypt, and of Jaddua the high priest, in 
the days of Alexander the Great, &e. 
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should be taken off Josephus, together with his iron chaiik. 
For if we do not barely loose his bonds, but cut them to 
pieces, he will be like a man that hath never been boimd 
at alL^ For that as is the usual method as to such as have 
been bound without a cause. This advice was i^eed to by 
Vespasian also ; so there came a man in, and cut the chain 
to pieces, while Josephus received this testimony of his in- 
tegrity for a reward, and was moreover esteemed a person of 
ci^t as to futurities alsa 

CHAP. XI. 

TTiaty vpon the Conquest and Slaughter of ViteUius^ Vespa^ 
Stan hastened his Journey to Rome, but Titus his son re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 

§ 1. And now, when Vespasian had given answers to the 
embassages, and had disposed of the places of power justly,* 
and according to every one's deserts, he came to Antioch, 
and consulting which way he had best take, he preferred to 
go to Rome, rather than to march to Alexandria, because 
he saw that Alexandria was sure to him already, but that the 
affmrs at Rome were put into disorder by Vitellius ; so he 
sent Mucianus to Italy, and committed a considerable army 
both of horsemen and footmen to him ; yet was Mucianus 
afraid of going by sea, because it was the middle of winter, 
and so he led his army on foot through Cappadocia and 
Phrygia. 

S. In the mean time Antonius Primus took the third of 
the legions that were in Mysia, for he was president of that 
province, and made haste in order to £ght Vitellius ; where- 
upon Vitellius sent away Cednna, with a great army, having 
a mighty confidence in him, because of his having beaten 
Otho. This Cecinna marched out of Rome in great haste, 
and found Antonius about Cremona in Gall, which city is in 
the borders of Italy ; but when he saw there that the enemy 
were numerous and in good order, he durst not fight them ; 
and as he thought a retreat dangerous, so he began to think 
of betraying his army to Antonius. Accordingly he assem- 
bled the centurions and tribunes that were under his com- 

* This is well observed by Josephus, that Vespasian, in order to secure his 
success and establish bis government at first, distributed his offices and pkces 
upon the foot of justice, and bestowed them on such as best deserved them, and 
were best fit for them. Which wise conduct in a mere heathen ought to put those 
rulers and ministers of state to shame, who, proteshig Christianity, act otherwise* 
and thereby expose themselves and their kingdomi to vice and to destruction. 
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mitnd, and persuaded them to go over to Antonius ; and this 
by diminishing the reputation of Vitellius, and by exaggerat- 
ing the power of Vespasian. He also told them, that " with 
the one there was no more than the bare name of dominion, 
but with the other was the power of it ; and that it were 
better for them to prevent necessity and gain, favour, and, 
while they were likely to be overcome in battle, to avoid the 
dai^r beforehand, and to go over to Antonius willingly ; 
that Vespasian was able of himself to subdue what had not 
yet submitted without their assistance, while Vitellius could 
not preserve what he had already with it.*" 

3. Cecinna said this, and much more to the isame purpose, 
and persuaded them to comply with him, and both he and 
his army deserted ; but still the very same night the soldiers 
repented of what they had done, and a fear seized on them, 
lest perhaps Vitellius who sent them should get the better ; 
and drawing their swords, they assaulted Cecinna in order to 
kill him ; and the thing had been done by them, if the tri- 
bunes had not fallen upon their knees, and besought them 
not to do it : 80 the solmers did not kill him, but put him in 
bonds as a traitor, and were about to send him to Vitellius. 
When [Antonius] Primus heard of this, he raised up his men 
immediately, ana made them put on their armour, and led 
them agmnst those that had revolted ; hereupon they put 
themselves in order of battlie, and made a resistance for a 
while, but were soon beaten, and fled to Cremona. Then did 
Primus take his horsemen, and cut off their entrance into the 
city, and encompassed and destroyed a great multitude of 
them before the city, and fell into the city together with the 
Test, and gave leave to his soldiers to plunder it. And here 
it was that many strangers who were merchants, as well as 
many of the people of that country, perished, and among 
them Vitellius's whole army, being thirty thousand and two 
hundred, while Antonius lost no more of those that came 
with him from Mysia than four hundred and five hundred :^ 
he then loosed Cecinna, and sent him to Vespasian to <tell 
him the good news. So he came, and was received by him, 
and covered the scandal of his treachery by the unexpected 
honours he received from Vespasian. 

4. And now, upon the news that Antonius was approach- 
ing, Sabinus took courage at Rome, and assembled those co- 
horts of soldiers that kept watch by night, and in the night- 
time seized upon the capitol ; and as the day came on, many 
men of character came over to him, with Domitian, his bro- 
ther's son, whose encouragement waa of very great weight 
for the compassing the government. Now Vitellius was not 
much concerned at this Primus, but was very angry at those 
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that had revolted with Sabinus ; and thirsting, out of his own 
natural barbarity, after noble blood, he sent out that part of 
the army which oxne along with him, to fight against the 
capttol ; and many bold actions were done on this side, and 
qn the side of those that held the temple. But eX last the 
^Idlers that came from Germany, being too numerous for 
the others, got the hill into their possession, wh^sre Domitian, 
with many other* of the principal Romans, providentially 
escaped, while the rest of the multitude were entirely cut to 
pieces, and Sabinus himself was brought to Vitellius and 
Uien slain ; the soldiers also plundered the temple of its oma« 
ments, and set it on fire. But now, within a day^s time, 
came Antonius, with his army, and were met by Vitellius and 
his army ; and having had a Dattle in three several places, the 
last were all destroyed. Then did Vitellius come out of the 
palace, in his cups, and satiated with an extravagant and lux-* 
urious meal, as m the last extremity, and being drawn along 
through the multitude, and abused with all sorts of torments, 
had his head cut off in the midst of Rome, having retained 
the government eight months and five days;* and had he 
Uvea much longer, I cannot but think the empire would not 
have been sufficient for his lust. Of the others that were 
slain were numbered above fifty thousand. This battle was 
fought on the third day of the month Apellcus [Casleu] ; on 
the next day Mucianuscame into the city with his army, and 
ordered Antonius and his men to leave o£F killing ; for they 
were still searching the houses, and killed many of Vitellius s 
soldiers, and many of the populace, as supposing them to be. 
of his party; preventing by their rage any accurate distinction 
between tnem and others. He then produced Domitian, and 
recommended him to the multitude, until his father should 
come himself: so the people being, now freed from their 
fears, made acclapiations of joy for Vespasian, as for their 
emperor, and kept festival days for his confirmation, and for 
the destruction of Vitellius. 

5. And now, as Vespasian was come to Alexandria, this 
good news came from Rome, and at the same time came 

• The namb€T8 in Jotephus, ch. ix. sect 2, 9, for Galba 7 months 7 
days, for Otho 3 months 2 days, and here for Vitellius 8 months 6 days, do 
not agree with any Roman historians ; who also disagree among tlienuelves. 
And indeed Scaliger justly complains, as Dr. Hudson observes on ch. ix. 
sect. 2, that this period is very confused and uncertain in the ancient authors. 
They were probably some of them contemporary jtogether for some time. 
One of the best evidences we have, I mean Ptolemy's Canon, omits them all, 
as if they did not altogether reign one whole year, nor had a single Thoth or 
New-Year*s day (which then fell upon Aug. 6.) in their entire reigns. Dio 
also, who says, that Vitellius reigned a year within ten days, does yet estimate 
all their reigns together at no more than one year, one month, and two days. 
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embassies from all his own habitable earth, to congratulate 
him upon his advancement ; and though this Alexandria was 
the greatest of all dties next to Borne, it proved too narrow 
to contain the multitude that then came to it. So upon this 
confirmation of Vespasian^s entire government, which was 
now settled, and upon the unexpected deliverance of the pub- 
lic affiurs of the Bomans from ruin, Vespasian turned his 
thoughts to what remained unsubdued in Judea. However, 
^he himself made haste to go to Rome, as the winter was now 
almost over, and soon set the affairs of Alexandria in order, 
but sent his son Titus, with a select part of his army, to de- 
stroy Jerusalem. So Titus marched on foot as far as Nico- 
pohs, which is distant twenty furlongs from Alexandria : 
there he put his army on board some bng ships, and sailed 
upon the river along the Mendeinan Nomus, as far as the city 
Thmuis ; there he got out of the ships, and walked on foot, 
and lodged all night at a small city called Tanis. His second 
station was Heracleopolis, and his third Pelusium ; he then 
refre^ed his army at that place for two days, and on the 
third passed over the mouths of the Nile at Pelusium ; he 
then proceeded one station over the desert, and pitched his 
camp at the temple of the Casian Jupiter,* and on the next 
day at Ostracine. This station had no water, but the people 
of the country make use of water brought from other places. 
AAer this he rested at Rhinocolura, and from thence he went 
to Raphia, which was his fourth station. This^city b the be- 
ginning of Syria. For his fifth station he pitched his camp 
at Gaza ; after which he came to Ascalon, and thence to 
Jamnia, and after that to Joppa, and from Joppa to Csesa- 
rea, having taken a resolution to gather all his other forces 
together at that place. 

* Thoo an coins of thia Casian Jupiter still extant, as Spanbdm heitin- 
fonnaofl. 
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BOOK V. 



Containing the Interval of near Six Months. 

FEOM THB COKING 07 TITUS TO BESIEGE JEBUSALEK, TO THE 
6ESAT SXTEEMITY TO WHICH THB JEWS WEBB BEDUCED. 



CHAP. I. 

Concerning the Seditions at Jerusalam^ and what terrible 
Miseries afflicted the City by their Means. 

§ 1- When, therefore, Titus had inarched over that desert 
which lies between Egypt and Syria, in the manner fore- 
mentioned, he came to Caesarea, naving resolved to set his 
forces in order at that place, before he began the war. Nay, 
indeed, while he was assisting his father at Alexandria, in 
settling that government which had been newly conferred 
upon them by God, it so happened, that the sedition at Je- 
rusalem was revived, and parted into three factions, and that 
one faction fought against the other ; which partition in such 
evil cases may be said to be a good thing, and the effect of 
divine justice. Now, as to the attack the zealots made upon 
the people, and which I esteem the beginning of the city^s 
destruction, it hath been already explained after an accurate 
manner ; as also whence it arose, ana to how great a mischief 
it was increased. But for the present sedition, one should 
not mistake if he called it a sedition begotten by another 
sedition, and to be like a wild beast grown mad, which, for 
want of food from abroad, feU now upon eating its own 
flesh. 

2. For Eleazar, the son of Simon, who made the first sepa^ 
ration of the zealots from the people, and made them retire 
into the temple, appeared very angry at John's insolent 
attempts, which he made every day upon the people ; for 
this man never left ofl^ murdering : but the trutn was, that 
he could not bear to submit to a tyrant who set up after him. 
So he being desirious of gaining the entire power and domi- 
nion to himself, revolted from John, and took to his assist- 
ance Judas, the son of Chelcias, and Simon the son of 
Ezron, who were among the men of greatest power. There 
was also wi^h him Hezeldah, the son of Chobar, a person of 
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eminence : each of these were followed bj a great many of the 
zealots. These seized upon the inner court* of the temple, 
and laid their arms upon the holy eates, and over the holy 
fronts of that court. And because they had plenty of provi- 
sions, they were of good courage ; for there was great 
abundance of what was consecrated to sacred uses, and they 
scrupled not the making use of them : yet were they afraid 
on account of their small number; and when they had laid 
up their arms there, they did not stir from the place they 
were in. Now as to John, what advantage he had above 
Eleazar in the multitude of his followers, tne like disadvan- 
tage he had in the situation he was in, since he had his ene- 
mies over his head ; and as he could not make, any assault 
upon them without some terror, so was his anger too great 
to let him be at rest : nay, although he suffered more mis- 
chief from Eleazar and his party than he could inflict upon 
them, yet would not he leave off assaulting them, insomuch 
that there were continual sallies made one against another, as 
well as darts thrown at one another, and die temple was de- 
filed everywhere with murders. 

3. But now the tyrant Simon, the son of Gioras, whom 
the people had invited in, out of the hopes they had of his 
assbtance in the great distresses they were in, having in his 
power the upper city and a great part of the lower, aid now 
make more vehement £tssaults upon John and his party, be- 
cause they were fought against from above also ; yet was he 
beneath their situation when he attacked them, as were they 
beneath the attacks of the others above them. Whereby it 
came to pass, that John did both receive and inflict great 
damage, and that easily, as he was fought against on both 
sides ; and the same advantage that Eleazar and his party had 
over him since he was beneath them, the same advantage had 
he, by his higher situation, over Simon. On which account 
he easily repelled the attacks that were made from beneath, by 
the weapons thrown from their hands only ; but was obliged 
to repel those that threw their darts from the temple above 
him, by his engines of war : for he had such engines as threw 
darts, and javelins, and stones, and that In no small number,, 
by which he did not only defend himself from such as fought 
against him, but slew moreover many of the priests, as they 
were about their sacred ministrations. For notwithstanding 
these men were mad with all sorts of impiety, yet did they 

* This appears to be the first time that the zealots ventured to pollute this 
most sacred court of the temple, which was the court of the priests, whenem 
the temple itself and the altar stood. So that the conjecture of those that 
would interpret that Zacharias, who was slain ^^ between the tempk and the 
altar" several months before, B. iv. ch. v. secL 4, vol. iv. as if he were slain. 
there by these zealots, is groundless, as I have noted on that place already. 
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still admit those that desired to offer their sacrifices, although 
they took care to search the people of their own country be- 
forehand, and bbth suspected and watched them ; while they 
were not so much afraid of strangers, who, although they had 
gotten leave of them, how cruel soever they were, to come 
into that court, were yet often destroyed by tnis sedition ; for 
those darts that were thrown by the engines came with that 
force that they went over all the buildings, and reached as 
far as the altar, and the temple itself, and fell upon the 
priests, and those* that were about the sacred offices; inso- 
much that many persons who came thither with great zeal 
from the ends of the earth to offer sacrifices at this celebrated 

Elace, which was esteemed holy by all mankind, fell down 
efore their own sacrifices themselves, and sprinkled that 
altar which was venerable among all men, botn Greeks and 
barbarians, with their own blood; till the dead bodies of 
strangers were mingled together with those of their own 
country, and those of profane persons with those of the 
priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead carcasses stood in 
lakes in the holy courts themselves. And now, '^ O most 
wretched city, what misery so great as this didst thou suffer 
from the Romans, when they came to purify thee from thy 
intestine hatred ? for thou couldst be no longer a place fit for 
God, nor couldst thou longer continue in being, after thou 
hadst been a sepulchre for the bodies of thine own people, 
and hadst made the holy house itself a burying-place in this 
civil war of thine. Yet mayst th9u again grow better, if per- 
chance thou wilt hereafter appease the anger of that God 
who is the author of thy destruction.*"-}- But I must restrain 
myself from these passions by the rules of history, since this 
is not a proper time for domestical lamentations, but for his- 
torical narrations ; I therefore return to the operations that 
follow in this sedition. 

4. And now there were three treacherous factions in the 
city, the one parted from the other. Eleazar and his party 
that kept the sacred first fruits, came against John in their 
cups. Those that were with John plundered the populace, 
and went out with zeal against Simon. This Simon had his 
supply of provisions from the city, in opposition to the sedi- 
Uous. When, therefore, John was assaulted on both sides, 

• The Lcvitcs. 

•f This is an excellepc reflection of Josephos, including his hopes of the re- 
itoratioo of the Jews upon their repentance. See Antiq. B* iv. ch. viiL sect. 4C^ 
vol i. which is the grand Hope cf Itraelf as JManasseh-ben-Israel, the famous 
Jewish Rabbi, styles it, in his small but remarkable treatise on that subject, of 
which the Jewish prophets are everjrwhere fulL See the principal of those pro^ 
phecies collected together, at the end of the flssay on the Kevclation. 
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he made his men turn about, throwing his darts upon those 
citizens that came up against him, from the cloisters he had 
in his possession, wnile he opposed those that attacked him 
fix>m the temple by his engines of war. And if at any time 
he was freed from those tnat were above him, which hap. 
pened frequently, from their being drunk and tired, he sallied 
out with a greater number, upon Simon and his party ; and 
this he did always in such parts of the city as he could come 
at, till he set on fire those houses that were full4>f com* 
and of all other provisions. The same thing was done by 
Simon, when, upon the other's retreat, he attacked the diy 
also ; as if they had on purpose done it to serve the Romans, 
by destroying what the city had laid uj) against the si^e, 
and by thus cutting oflF the nerves of their own power. Ac- 
cordingly it so came to pass, that all the places that were 
about the temple were burned down, and were become an 
intermediate desert space, ready for fighting on both sides of 
it; and that almost all that com was bumt, which would 
have been sufficient for a siege of many years. So they were 
taken by the means of the famine, which it was impossible 
they should have been unless they had thus prepiured the 
way for it by this procedure. 

5. And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides 
from these treacherous crowds of wicked men, the people of 
the city between them were like a ^eat body torn m pieces. 
The ac^ men and the women were in such distress, by their 
intemid calamities, that they wished for the Romans, and 
earnestly hoped for an extemal war, in order to their delivery 
from their domestical miseries. The citizens themselves were 
under a terrible consternation and fear ; nor had they any 
opportunity of taking counsel, and of changing their con- 
duct ; nor were there any hopes of coming to an agreement 
with their enemies, nor coula such as had a mind fly away ; 
for guards were set at all places ; and the heads of the. rob- 
bers, although they were seditious one against another in other 
respects, yet did they agree in killing those that were f^ 
peace with the Romans, or were suspected of an inclination 
to desert to them as their common enemies. They agreed 
in nothing but this, to kill those that were innocent. The 
noise also of those that were fighting was incessant, both by 
day and by night ; but the lamentation of those that mourned 

* This deitrucUoD of such a vas^ quaindty of corn and other provisions, as 
was sufficient for many years, was the direct occasion of that terrible fimiine 
which consumed incredible mmibers of Jews in Jerusalem, during its siege. 
Nor probably could the Romans have taken this dty after all, had not th^ 
seditious Jews been so infotuated as thus madly to destroy what Josephus here 
justly styles, •* the nenres of their power." 
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exceeded the other; nor was there ever any occasion for . 
them to leave ofP their lamentations, because their calamities 
came perpetually one upon another, although the deep con. 
stemation thej were in prevented their outward wailing ; 
but being constrained by their fear to conceal their mward 
passions, they were inwwlly tormented, without daring to 
open their lips in groans. Nor was any regard paid to those 
that were still alive, by their relations ; nor was there any 
care taken of burial for those that were dead : the occasion 
of both which was this, that every one despaired of himself; 
for those that were not among the seditious had no great de- 
nres of any thing, as expecting for certain that they should 
very soon be destroyed; but for the seditious themselves, they 
fought agmnst each other while they trod upon the dead 
bodies, as they lay beaped one upon another, and taking up 
a mad rage n'om tliose dead bodies that were under their 
feet, became the fiercer thereupon. They moreover were 
still inventing somewhat or other that was pernicious against 
themselves ; and when they had resolved upon any thing, 
they executed it without mercy, and omittea no method of 
torment or of barbarity. Naj^, John abused the sacred ma- 
terials,* and employed them in the construction of his en. 
eines of war ; for the people and the priests had formerly 
determined to support tne temple, and raise the holy house 
twenty cubits hiraer ; for king Agrippa had, at a very great 
expense, and with v^ great pains, brought thither such ma- 
terials as were proper for that purpose, being pieces of tim- 
ber very well wortn seeing both for their straightness and 
their largeness ; but the war coming on, and interrupting the 
work, John had them cut, and prepared for the building him 
towers, he finding them long enough to oppose from them 
those his adversaries that fought him from the temple that 
was above him. He also had them brought and erected be- 
hind the inner court, over against the west end of the cloisters, 
where alone he could erect them ; •}• whereas the other sides 
of that court had so many steps as would not let them come 
nigh enough to the cloisters. 

6. Thus did John hope to be too hard for his enemies by 
these engines, constructed by his impiety ; but God himself 
demonstrated, that his pains would prove of no use to him, 

' * This timber, we sec, was designed for the rebuilding those twenty addi- 
tioDal cubits of the holy house above the hundred, which had fallen down some 
years before. See the note on Antiq. B. xv. ch. xi. sec 3, vol. iL 

-f* There being no gate on the west, and only on the west side of the court 
of the priests, and so no steps there, this was the only side that the seditious, 
under this John of GischaU, could bring their engines close to the cloisters of 
that court endways, though upon the floor of the court of Israel. See the scheme 
9( that temple in the description of the temples hereto belonging. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3S6 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK V- 

by bringing the Romans upon him before he had reared any 
of his towers ; for Titus, when he had ffotten together part of 
his forces about him, and had ordered the rest to meet him 
at Jerusalem, marched out of Csesarea. He had with him 
those three legions that had accompaned his father when he 
laid Judea waste, together with that twelfth legion' which had 
been formerly beaten with Cestius ; which legion, as it was 
otherwise remarkable for its valour, so did it march on now 
with greater alacrity to avenge themselves on the Jews, as 
remembering what they had formerly suffered from them. 
Of these legions he ordered the fifth to meet him, by going 
through Emmaus, and the tenth to go up by Jericho : he also 
moved himself, together with the rest; besides which marched 
those auxiliaries that came from the kings, being now more 
in number than before, together with a considerate number 
that came to his assistance from Syria. Those also that had 
been selected out of these four legions, and sent with M ucia- 
nus to Italy, had their places filled up out of those soldiers 
that came out of Egypt with Titus, which were two thousand 
men chosen out of the armies at Alexandria. There fol- 
lowed him also three thousand drawn from those that guarded 
the river Euphrates ; as also there came Tiberius Alexander, 
who was a fnend of his, most valuable both for his good will 
to him, and for his prudence. He had formerly been gover- 
nor of Alexandria, but was now thought worthy to be gene- 
ral of the army [under Titus]. The reason of this was, that 
he had been the first who encouraged Vespasian very lately 
to accept this his new dominion, and joined himself to him 
with great fidelity, when things were uncertain, and fortune 
had not yet declared for him. He also followed Titus as a 
counsellor, very useful to him in this war, both by his age 
and skill in sucn affairs. 



CHAP. II. 



How Titus marched to Jerusalem^ and how he was in Danger^ 
as he was taking a View of the Ciiy, Of the Place also where 
he pitched his Camp. ' 

§ 1. Now as Titus was upon his march into the enemies^ 
country, the auxiliaries that were sent by the kings marched 
first, having all the other auxiliaries witn them ; after whom 
foUov'ed those that were to prepare the roads and measure 
out the camp; then came tne commander'^s baggage, and 
after that the other soldiers, who were completely armed to 
support them ; then came Titus himself, having with him 
another select body; and then came the pikemen ; after whom 
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came the horse belongiDg to that legion. Ail these came 
before the engines ; and after these engines came the tribunes 
and the leaders of the cohorts, with their select bodies ; after 
these came the ensigns, with the eagle ; and before those en- 
signs came the trumpeters belonging to them ; next these 
came the main body of the army m their ranks, every rank 
being six deep ; the servants belonging to every legion came 
after these, and before these last their baggage ; the merce- 
naries came last, and those that guarded them brought up the 
rear. Now Titus, according to the Roman usage, went in 
the front of the army after a decent manner, and marched 
through Samaria to Gophna, a city that had been formerly 
taken by his father, and was then garrisoned by Roman sol- * 
diers : and when he had lodged there one night, he marched 
on in the morning ; and when he had gone as far as a day^s 
march, he pitched his camp at that valley which the Jews in 
their own tongue call the Valley of Thorns^ near a certain 
village called Gabaoihsavl^ which signifies the H'dl of Saul, 
being distant from Jerusalem about thirty furlongs. There 
it was that he chose out six hundred select horsemen, and 
went to take a view of the^city, to observe what strength it 
was of, and how courageous the Jews were ; whether, when 
they saw him, and before they came to a direct battle, they 
would be aflFrighted, and submit ; for he had been informed, 
what was really true, that the people, who were fallen under 
the power of the seditious and the robbers, were greatly de- 
sirous of peace ; but, being too weak to rise up against the 
rest, they lay still. 

2. Now, BO long as he rode along the straight road which 
led to the wall of the city, nobody appeared out of the gates ; 
but when he went out of that road, and declined towards the 
tower Psephinus, and led the band of horsemen obliquely, an ^ 
immense number of the Jews leaped out suddenly at the 
towers called the Women's Towers^ through that gate which 
was over against the monuments of queen Helena, and inter- 
cepted his horse ; and standing directly opposite to those that 
still ran alon^ the road, hindered them from joining those 
that had dechned out of it. They intercepted Titus also, 
with a few others. Now it was here impossible for him to 
go forward, because all the pjaces had trenches dug in them 
from the wall to preserve the gardens round about, and were 
full of gardens obliquely situated, and of many hedges ; and 
to return back to his own men, he saw it was also impossible, 
by reason of the multitude of the enemies that lay between 
them, many of whom did not so much as know that the king* 

• We may here note, that Titus is here called a king and Cottar^ by Jose- 
phui, even while he was no more than the emperor's son, and general of tlie 
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was in any danger, but supposed him sdll among them. So 
he perceived that his preservation must be whdly owing to 
his own courage, and turned his horse about, ana cried out 
aloud to those that were about him to follow him, and ran 
with violence into the midst of his enemies, in order to force 
his way through them to his own men. And hence we may 
principally learn, that both the success of wars, and the dan^ 
gers that Kings* are in, are under the providence of Grod ; for 
while such a number of darts were thrown at Titus, when he 
had nother his headpiece on, nor his breastplate (for, as I 
told you, he went out not to fight, but to view the city), none 
of them touched his body, but went aade without hurting 
him, as if all of them missed him on puipose, and only made 
a noise as they passed by him. So he diverted those perpe^ 
tually with his sword that came on his side, and overturned 
many of those that directly met him, and made his horse ride 
over those that were overthrown. The enemy indeed made 
a shout at the boldness of Caesar, and exhorted one another 
to rush upon him. Yet did those against whom he marched 
fly away, and go off from him in great numbers ; while those 
that were in the same danger with him kept up dose to him, 
though they were wounded both on their oacks and on their 
sides ; for tney had each of them but this one hope of escap- 
ing, if they could as^st Titus in opening himself a way, that 
he might not be encompassed round by his enemies, before 
he got away from them. Now there were two of those that 
were with him, but at some distance ; the one of which the 
enemy compassed round and slew him with their darts, and 
his horse also ; but the other they slew as he leaped down 
from his horse, and carried off his horse with them. 3nt 
Titus escaped with the rest, and came safe to the camp. So 
this success of the Jews^ first attack raised their minds, and 
gave them an ill-grounded hope ; and this short inclination 
of fortune on their side made them very courageous for the 
future. 

3. But now as soon as that legion that had been at £m- 

Boman army, and bis father Vespaatan was still alive ; just as the New Tes* 
tament says Archdaita reigned^ or wtu king. Matt. ii. 22, though he was pro* 
perly no more than ethnarch, as Josephus assures us, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. xi. 
sect. 4, vol. iiL Of the War, B. ii. ch. vL sect 3, vol. iii. Thus also the Jews 
called the Roman emperors king»f though they never took that title to them- 
selves. We have no king but CccBor, John xix. 15. Submit to the king om 
gupreme^ 1 Pet ii. 13, 17* which is also the language of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions, iL 11, 34, iv. 13, V. 10, vi. 2, 25, vii. 16, viii. 2, and elsewhere in 
the New Testament, John xix. 15, Matt :^. 18, xvii 25, 1 Tim. ii. 2, and in 
Josephus also ; though I suspect Josephus particularly esteemed Titus as joint , 
king with his father, ever since his divine dreams that declared them both such, 
B. iii. ch. viiL sect 9, voL iv. 
* See the preceding note. 
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maus was joined to* Caesar at night, he removed thence wh^i 
it wds day, and came to a place called Scopus, from whence 
the city began already to be seen, and a plain view might be 
taken of the great temple. Accordingly this place, on the 
north quarter of the city, and adjoining thereto, was a plain, 
and very properly named Scopus [the prospect], and was no 
more than seven furlongs distant from it. And here it was 
that Titus ordered a camp to be fortified, for two legions 
that were to be together ; but ordered another camp to be 
fortified at three furlongs farther distance behind them, for 
the fifth legion ; for he thought that by marching in the night 
they might be tired, and might deserve to be covered from 
the enemy, and with less fear might fortify themselves ; and, 
as these were now beginning to build, the tenth legion, which 
came through Jericho, was already come to the place, where 
a certain party of armed men had formerly lain, to guard that 
pass into the city, and had been taken before by Vespasian. 
These legions had orders to encamp at the distance of six 
furlongs from Jerusalem, at the mount called the Mount of 
Olives ;♦ which lies over against the city on the east side, 
and is parted from it by a deep valley mterposed between 
them, which is named Cedron. 

4. Now, when hitherto the several parties in the city had 
been dashing one against another perpetually, this foreign 
war, now suddenly come upon them after a violent manner, 
put the first stop to their contentions one against another; ' 
and as the seditious now saw with astonishment the Romans 
pitching three several camps, they began to think of an awk- 
ward sort of concord, and said one to another, " What do we 
here, and what do we mean when we suff*er three fortified 
walls to be built, to coop us in, that we shall not be able to 
breathe freely ? while the enemy is securely building a kind 
of city in opposition to us, and while we sit ^till within our 
own walls, and become spectators only of what they are doing, 
with our hands idle, and our armour laid by, as if they were 
about somewliaf that was for our good and advantage. We 
are, it seems (so did they cry out^ only courageous against 
ourselves, while the Romans are likely to gain the city with- 
out bloodshed by our sedition.*" Thus did they encourage 
one another when they were gotten together, and took their 
fomour immediately, and ran out upon the tenth legion, and 
fell upon the Romans with great eagerness, and with a pro- 

* This situatioa of the Mount of Olives on the east of Jenualem, at about 
the distance of five or six furlongs, with the vallej of Cedron interposed be* 
tween that mountain and the city, are things well known both in the Old and 
New Testament, in Josepbus dsewherc, and in aU the descriptions of Pales- 
tine. 
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digious shout, as the^ were fortifyii^ their camp. These 
Bomans were caught m different parties, and this in orda* to 
perform their several works, igid on that account had in gr^it 
measure laid aside . their arms ; for thev thought the Jews 
would not have ventured to make a salfy upon them ; and, 
liad they; been disposed so to do, they supposed their sedition 
would have distracted them. So they were put into disorder 
unexpectedly ; when some of them left their works they were 
about, and immediately marched off, while many ran to th^r 
anns, but were smitten and shun before they could turn back 
ti^n the enemy. The Jews became still more and more in 
number, aa encouraged by the good success of those that first 
made the attack; and, whUe they had such good fortune, they 
lieemed* both to themselves and to the enemy, to be many 
snore than they really were. The disorderly way of their 
£ghting at first put the Romans also to a stand, who had been 
.constantly used to fight skilfully in good order, and with keep- 
ing their ranks, and obeying the orders that were given them ; 
for which reason the Bomaqs were caught unexpectedly, and 
were obliged to give way to the ass^lts that were made upon 
jtbem. Now when these Romans were overtaken, and turned 
back upon the Jews, they put a stop to their career ; yet, 
when they did not take care enough of themselves through 
the vehemency of their pursuit, were wounded by them ; but, 
aB still more and^more Jews sallied out of the city, the Ro^ 
mans were at length brought into confusion, and put to flight, 
and ran away from their camp. Nay, things looked as though 
the entire legion would have oeen in danger, ^unless Titus had 
been informed of the case they were in, and had sent them 
Buocours immediately. So he reproached them for their 
oowardice, and brought those back that were running away, 
ind fell himself upon the Jews on their flank, with those se- 
lect troops tllat were with him, and slew a considerable num- 
ber, and wounded more of them, and put them all to flight, 
and made them run away hastily down the valley. Now aa 
these Jews suffered gready in the declivity of the valley, so, 
when they were gotten over it, they turnea about, and stocMi 
over against the Romans, having the valley between them, 
and there fought with them. Thus did they continue the 
Bght till noon ; but, when it was already a little after noon, 
Titus set those that came to the assistance of the Romans 
with him, and those that belonged to the cohorts, to prevent 
the Jews from making* any more sallies, and then sent the 
rest of the legion to the upper part of the mountain to fortify 
their camp. 

5. This march of the Romans seemed to the Jews to be a 
flight ; and as the watchman who was placed upon the wall 
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gave a signal by shaking his garment, there came out a fresh 
multitude of Jews, and that with such mighty violence, that 
one might compare it to the running of the most terrible wild 
beasts. To say the truth, none of those that opposed them 
could sustain the fury with which they made their attacks; 
but, as if they had been cast out of an engine, they brake the 
enemies' ranks to pieces, who were put to flight, and ran away 
to the mountain ; none but Titus himself, and a few others 
with him, being left in the midst of the acclivity. Now these 
others, who were his friends, despised the danger they were 
in, and were ashamed to leave their general, earnestly exhort- 
ing him ** to give way to these Jews that are fond of dying, 
and not to run into such dangers before those that ought to 
stay before h'ltn ; to consider what his fortune was, and not, 
by supplying the place of a common soldier, to venture to 
turn bacK upon the enemy so suddenly ; and this bc« ause he 
was general in the war, and lord of the habitable earth, on 
whose preservation the public affair^ do all depend.'^ These 
persuasions Titus seemed not so much as to hear, but op- 
posed those that ran upon him, and smote' them on the face ; 
and when he had forced them to go back, he slew them : he 
also fell upon great numbers as they marched down the hill, 
and thrust them forward ; while those men were so amazed 
at his courage and his strength, that they could not fly ( irectly 
to the city, but declined from him on both sides, and pressed 
after those that fled up the hill; yet did he still fall upon their 
flank, and put a stop to their fury. In the mean time a dis- 
order and a terror fell again upon those that were fortifying 
their camp at the top of the hill, upon their seeing tnose 
beneath them running away ; insomuch that the whole legion 
was dispersed, while they thought that the sallies of the Jews 
upon them were plainly insupportable, and that Titus was 
himself put to flight ; because they took it for granted, that 
if he had staid, the rest would never have fled for it. Thus 
were they encompassed on every side by a kind of panic fear, 
and some dispersed themselves one way and some another, 
till certain of them saw their general in the very midst of an 
action, and being under great concern for him, they loudly 
proclaimed the danger he was in to the entire legion ; and 
now shame made them turn back, and they reproached one 
another that they did worse than run away by deserting 
Cajsar. So they used their utmost force against the Jews, 
and declining from the strait decHvity, they drove them on 
heaps into the bottom of the valley. Then did the Jews turn 
about and fight them ; but as they were themselves retiring, 
and now because the Romans had the advantage of the 
ground, and were above the Jews, they drove them all into 
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the valley. Titus also pressed upon those that were near 
him, and sent the legion again to fortify their camp ; while he 
and those that were with him before, opposed the enemy, and 
kept them from doing farther mischief; insomuch that, if I 
may be allowed neither to add any thing out of flattery, nor 
to diminish any thing out of envy, but to speak the plain truth, 
Caesar did twice deliver that entire legion when it was in 
jeopardy, and gave them a quiet opportunity of fortifying 
their camp. 
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How the Sedition was again revived within Jerusalem^ and 
yet the Jews contrived Snares Jor the Romans, How Titus 
also threatenedhis Soldiers for their ungovernable rashness, 

§ 1 . As now the war abroad ceased for a while, the sedition 
within was revived ; and on the feast of unleavened bread, 
which was now come, it being the fourteenth day of the 
month Xanthicus [Nisan] when it is believed the Jews were 
first freed from the Egyptians, Eleazar and his party opened 
the gates of this [inmost court of the] temple, and admitted 
such of the people* as were desirous to worship God into it. 
But John made use of this festival as a cloak for his treachere 
ous designs, and armed the most inconsiderable of his own 
party, the greater part of which were not purified, with wea- 
pons concealed under th«r garments, and sent them with 
great zeal into the temple, in order to seize upon it ; which 
armed men, when they were gotten in, threw their garments 
away, and presently appeared in their armour. Upon which 
there was a very great aisorder and disturbance about the holy 
house ; while the people who had no concern in the sedition, 
supposed that this assault was made against all without dis- 

* Here wJe see the true occasion of those vast numbers of« Jews that vere 
in Jenualem during this siege by Titus, and perished therein ; ^at the siege 
began at the feast of the Passover, when such prodigious multitudes of Jews 
and proselytes of the gate were come from all parts of Judea, and from other 
countries, in order to celebrate that great festival. See the note B. vL ch. ix. 
sect. 3. Tacitus himself informs us, that the number of men, women, and chil- 
dren in Jerusalem, when it was b.esieged by the Romans, as he had been in- 
formed, was 600,000. This information must have been taken from the K o- 
inans, for Josephus never mentions the number of those that were besieged ; 
only he lets us know, that of the vulgar, carried dead out of the gates, and 
buried at the public charges, was the like number of G00,000, ch. viii. sect. 7* 
However, when Cestius Gallus came first to the siege, that sum in Tacitus is 
no way disagreeable to Josepbus^s history, though they were become much more 
numerous when Titus encompassed the city at the Passover. As to the number 
that perished during the siege, Josephus assures us, as we shall see hereafter, 
t^ey were 1,100,000, besides 97t000 captives. But Tacitus*s history of the 
last part of this siege is not now extant ; so we cannot compare his parallel nam* 
ben with those in Josephus. 
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tinction ; as the zealots thought it was made against them- 
selves only. So these left of guarding the eates any longer, 
and leaped down from their battlements before they c^me to 
an engagement, and fled away into the subterranean caverns 
of the temple, while the people that stood trembling at the 
altar, and about the holy house, were rolled on heaps together, 
and trampled upon, and were beaten both with wooden and 
with iron weapons without mercy. Such also, as had dif. 
ferences with others, slew many persons that were quiet, out 
of their own private enmity and hatred, as if they were 
opposite to the seditious ; and all those that had formerly 
offended any of these plotters were now known, and were 
now led away to the slaughter : and wlien they had done 
abundance of horrid mischief to the guiltless, they granted a 
truce to the guilty, and let those go off that came out of the 
caverns. These followers of John also did now seize upon 
this inner temple and upon all the warlike cn^es therein, 
and then ventured to oppose Simon. And thus that sedition, 
which had been divided into thri/e factions, was now reduced 
to two. 

2. But Titus, intending to pitch his camp nearer to the 
city than Scopus^ placed as many of his choice horsemen and 
footmen as he thought .sufficient opposite to the Jews, to 
prevent their sallying out upon them, while he gave orders 
for the whole army to level the distance, as far as the wall of 
the city. So they threw down all the hedges and walls which 
the inhabitants had made about their gardens and groves of 
trees, and cut down all the fruit-trees that lay between them 
and the wall of the city, and filled up all the hollow places 
and the chasms, and demolished the rocky pi^cipices with 
iron instruments ; and thereby made all the place level from 
Scopus to Herod'*8 monuments, which adjoined to the pool 
called the Serpents. Pool, 

3. Now at this very time the Jews contrived the following 
stratagem against the Komans. The bolder sort of the sedi- 
tious went out at the towers called the Womeii's towers^ as 
if they had been ejected out of the city by those who were 
for peace, and rambled about as if they were afraid of being 
assaulted by the Romans, and were in fear of one another ; 
while those that stood upon the wall, and seemed to be of the / 
people^s side, cried out uloud for peace, and entreated they 
mignt have security for their lives given them, and called for 
the Romans, promising to open the gates to them ; and as 
they cried out after that manner, they threw stones at their 
own people, as though they would drive them away from the 
gates. These also pretended that they 'vere excluded by 
force, and that they petitioned those that were within to let 
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them in ; and rushing upon the Romans perpetually with 
violence, they then came back, and seemed to be in great dis- 
order. Now the floman soldiers thought this cunning stra- 
tagem of theirs was to be believed real, and thinking they 
had the one party under their power, and could punish them 
as they pleased, and hoping that the other party would open 
their gates to them, set to the execution or their designs ac- 
cordingly. But for Titus liimself, he had this surprising 
conduct of the Jews in suspicion ; for whereas he had invited 
them to come to terms of accommodation by Josephus but 
one day before, he could then receive no civil answer from 
them ; so he ordered the soldiers to stay where they were. 
However, some of them that were set m the front of the 
works prevented him, and catching up their arms, ran to the 
gates ; whereupon those that seemed to have been ejected at 
the first retired : but as soon as the soldiers were gotten be- 
tween the towers on each side of the gate, the Jews ran out, 
and encompassed them round, and fell upon tKem behind, 
while that multitude which Iviood upon the wall threw a heap 
of stones and darts of all' kinds at them, insomuch that they 
slew a considerable number, and wounded many more ; for it 
was not easy for the Romans to escape, by reason those 
behind them pressed them forward; besides which, the shame 
they were under for being mistaken, and the fear they were in 
of their commanders, engaged them to persevere in their mis- 
take : whc ?efore they fought with their spears a great while, 
and received many blows from the Jews, though indeed they 
gave them as many blows again, and at last repelled those 
that had encompassed them about ; while the Jews^jursued 
them as they retired, and followed them, and threw darts at 
them as far as the monuments of queen Helen. 

4. After this, thtse Jews, without keeping any decorum, 
grew insolont upon their good fortune, and jested upon the 
Romans i\>v being deluded by the trick they had put upon 
them, and making a noise with beating their shields, leaped 
for gladness, and made joyful exclamations ; while these sol- 
diers were received with threatenings by their officers, and 
with indignation by Cajsar himself, [who spake to them thus]: 
** .These Jews, which are only conducted by their madness, 
do every thing with care and circumspection ; they contrive 
stratagems, and lay ambushes, and fortune gives success to 
their stratagems, because they are obedient, and preserve 
their goodwill and fidelity to one another; while the Romans, 
to whom fortune uses to be ever subservient, by reason of 
their good order and ready -submission to their commanders, 
have now had ill success by their contrary behaviour ; and 
by not being able to restrain their hands from action^ they 
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have been caught ; and that which is the most to their re- 
proach, they have gone on vdthout their commanders in the 
very presence of Caesar. Truly, says Titus, the laws of war 
cannot but groan heavily, as will my father also himself, when 
he shall be informed of this wouna that hath been given us ; 
sdnce he, who is grown old in wars, did never make so creat 
a mistake. Our laws of war do also ever inflict capital pu-^ 
nishment on those that in the least break into good oraer, 
while at this time they have seen an entire army run into 
disorder. However, those that have been so insolent shall 
be made immediately sensible, that even they who conquer 
among the Romans without orders for fighting are to be 
under disgrace.^ When Titus had enlarged upon this matter 
before the commanders, it appeared evident that he would 
execute the law against all those that were concerned ; so 
these soldiers^ minds sunk down in despair, as expecting to 
be put to ^eath, and that justly and cjuickly. However, the 
other legions came round about Titus, and entreated his 
favour to these their fellow-soldiers, and made supplication 
to him that he would pardon the rashness of a few, on 
account of the better obedience of all the rest ; and promised 
for them, that they should make amends for their present 
fault, by their more virtuous behaviour for the time to come. 
6. So Caesar complied with their desires, and with what 
prudence dictated to him also ; for he esteemed it fit to punish 
single persons by real executions, but that the punishment of 
great multitudes should proceed no farther than reproofs ; so 
he was reconciled to the soldiers, but gave them a special 
charge to act more wisely for the future ; and he considered 
with himself how he might be even with the Jews for Uieii* 
stratagem. And now, when the space between the Romans 
and the wall had been levelled, which was done in four days, 
and as he was desirous to bring the baggage of the army, with' 
the rest of the multitude that followed him, safely to the 
camp, he set the strongest part of his army over against that 
wall which lay on the north quarter of the city, and over 
against the western part of it, and made his army seven deep, 
with the footmen placed before them, and the horsemen be^ 
hind them, each of the last in three ranks, while the archers 
stood in the midst in seven ranks. And now, as the Jews were 
prohibited by so great a body of men from making sallies 
upon the Romans, both the beasts that bore the burdens and 
belonged to the three legions, and the rest of the multitude, 
marched on without any fear. But as for Titus himself, he 
was but about two furlongs distant from' the wall, at that part 
of it where was the comer,* and over against that tower 

* Perhaps, says Dr. Hudson, here was that gate called the Gat^of tk§ 
Corner^ in 2 Chron. xxfi. 9. Set ch. iv. sect. 2. Digitized byCiOOQlC 
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which iras called PsephmuSy at which tower the compass of 
the wall belonging to the north bended and extended itself 
over against the west ; but the other part of the army forti- 
fied itself at the tower called Hippicus^ and was distant, in 
lik^ manner, but two furlongs from the city. However, the 
tenth legion continued in its own place, upon the Mount of 
Olives. 



CHAP. IV. 
Tlie Description of Jerusalem. 

§ 1. The city of Jerusalem was fortified with three walls, 
on such parts as were not encompassed with unpassable val- 
leys ; for in such places it hath but one wall. The city was 
built upon two hills, which are opposite to one another, and 
have a valley to divide them asunder ; at which valley the 
corresponding rows of houses on both h'dis end. Of these 
hills, that which contains the upper city is much higher, and 
in length more direct. Accordingly it was called the Citadel 
by king David ; he was the father of that Solomon who built 
this temple at the first ; but it is by us called the Upper Mar- 
het-place. But the other hill, which was called Acrc^ and 
sustains the lower city, is of the shape of a moon when she is 
horned ; over against this there was a third hill, but natu- 
rally lower than Acra, and parted formerly from the other 
by a broad valley. However, in those times when the Asa- 
moneans reigned, they filled up that valley with earth, and 
had a mind to join the city to the temple. They then took 
oflF part of the height of Acra, and reduced it to be of less 
elevation than it was before, that tl^e temple might be supe- 
rior to it. Now the Valley of the Cheesemongers, as it was 
called, and was that which we told you before distinguished 
the hill of the upper city from that of the lower, extended as 
far as Siloam ; for that is the name of a fountain which hath 
sweet water in it, and^ this in great plenty also. But on the 
outsides, these hills are surrounded by deep valleys, and by 
reason of the precipices to them belonging on both sides, they 
are everywhere unpassable. 

% Now of these three walls, the old one was hard to be 
taken, both by reason of the valleys, and of that hill on which 
it was built, and which was above them. But besides that 
great advantage as to the place where they were situated, it 
was also built very strong ; because David and Solomon, and 
the following kings, were very zealous about this work. Now 
that wall began on the north at the tower called Hippicia^ 
and extended as far as the Xistus^ a plape so called, and then 
j<Mning to the council-house, ended at the west cloister of the 



CHAF« IV. THE JEWISH WAR.* - 187 

temple. But if we go the other way westward, it began at 
the same place, and extended through a place called Bethso, 
to the gate of the Essens ; and after that it went southward, 
having its bending above the fountaip Siloam, where it also 
bends again towards the east at Solomon^s pool, and reaches 
as far as a certain place which they called Ophlas^ where it 
was joined to the eastern cloister of the temple. The second 
wall took its beginning from that gate which they called Gen^ 
-nathy which belonged to the first wall ; it only encompassed 
the northern quarter of the city, and reached as far as the 
tower Antonia. The beginning of the third wall was at the 
tower Hippicus, whence it reached as far as the north quarter 
of the city, and the tower Psephinus, and then was so far ex- 
tended, till it came over against the monuments of Helena, 
which Helena was queen of Adiabene, the daughter of Izates ; 
it then extended farther to a great length, and passed by the 
sepulchral caverns of the kings, and bent again at the tower 
of the corner, at the monument which is called the Monu^ 
ment of the FuUer^ and joined to the old wall at the valley 
called the VaUey of Cedron. It was Agrippa who encom- 
passed the parts added to the old city with this wall, which 
bad been all naked before ; for as the city grew more popu- 
lous, it gradually crept beyond its old limits, and those parts 
of it that stood northward of the temple, and joined that hill 
to the city, made it considerably larger, and occasioned that 
hill which is in number the fourth, and is called Bezetka^ to 
be inhabited also. It lies over against the tower Antonia, but 
is divided from it by a deep valley which was dug on purpose, 
and that in order to hinder the foundations of the tower of 
Antonia from jcnning' to this hill, and thereby affording an 
op{>ortunity for getting to it with ease, and hindering the se- 
curity that arose from its superior elevation ; for which reason 
also that depth of the ditch made the elevation of the towers 
more remarKable. This new-built part of the city was called 
Bezetha in our language, which if interpreted in the Grecian 
language, may be called tlie New City, Since, therefore, its 
inhabitants stood in need of a covering, the father of the pre- , 
sent king, and of the same name with him, Agrippa, began 
that wall we spoke of; but he left off building it when he had 
only laid the foundations, out of the fear he was in of Clau- 
dius Caesar, lest he should suspect that to strong a wall was 
built in order to make some innovation in public affairs ; for 
the city could no way have been taken, if that wall had been 
finished in the manner it was begun, as its parts were con- 
nected together by stones twenty cubits long and ten cubits 
broad, which could never have been either easily undermined 
by any iron tools, or shaken by any engines. The wall was. 
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however, ten cubits wide, and it would probably have had a 
height greater than that, had not his 2eal who began it beeii 
hindered from exerting itself. After this, it was erected with 
great diligence by the Jews as high as twenty cubits, above 
which it had battlements of two cubits, and turrets o[ three 
cubits altitude, insomuch that the entire altitude extended as 
far as twenty-five cubits. 

8. Now the towers that were upon it were twenty cubits 
in breadth, and twenty cubits in height; they were square, and* 
solid as was the wall itself, wherein the niceness of the joints, 
and the beauty of the stones, were no way inferior to those 
of the holy house itself. Above this solid altitude of the 
towers ,which was twenty cubits, there were rooms of great 
magnificence, and over them, upper rooms, and cisterns to 
receive rain water. They were many in number, and the 
steps by which you ascended up to theifi were every one 
broad ; of these towers, then, the third wall had ninety, and 
the spaces between them were each two hundred cubits ; but 
in the middle wall were forty towers, and the old wall was 
parted into sixty, while the whole compass of the city was 
thirty-three furlongs. Now the third wall was all of it won* 
d^ul ; yet was the tower Psephinus elevated above it at the 
north-west comer, and there Titus pitched his own tent : for 
being seventy cubits high, it both afforded a prospect of Ara- 
bia at sunrising, as weu as it did of the utmost limits of the 
Hebrew possessions at the sea westward. Moreover, it was 
an octagon, and over against it was the tower Hippicus, and 
hard«by it two others were erected by king Herod in the old 
wall. These were, for largeness, beauty, and strength, be- 
yond all that were in the habitable earth ; for besides the 
magnanimity of his nature, and his magnificence towards the 
city on other occasions, he built these after such an extra- 
ordinary manner, to gratify his own private afiections, and 
dedicated these towers to the memory of those three persons 
who had been the dearest to him, and from whom he named 
them. They were his brother, his friend, and his wife. This 
wife he had slain out of his love [and jealousy] as we have 
already related ; the other two he lost in war, as they were 
courageously fighting. Hippicus, so named from his friend, 
was square ; its length and breadth were each twenty-five cu- 
bits, and its height thirty, and it had no vacuity in it. Over 
this solid building, which was composed of great stones united 
together, there was a reservoir twenty cubits deep; over 
which there was a house of two stories, whose height was 
twenty-five cubits, and divided into several parts ; over which 
were battlements of two cubits, and turrets all round of three 
cubits high, insomuch that the entire height added together 
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amounted to fourscore cubits. The second tower, which he 
named from his brother Phasaelus, ha^ its breadth and its 
height equal, each of them forty cubits ; over which was its 
sohd height of forty cubits ; over which a cloister went round 
about, whose heignt was ten cubits, and it was covered from 
enemies by breastworks and bulwarks. There was also built 
over that cloister another tower, parted into magnificent 
rooms, and a place for bathing ; so that this tower wanted 
nothing that might make it appear to be a royal palace. It 
was also adorned with battlements and turrets, more than 
was the foregoing, and the entire altitude was about ninety 
cubits ; the appearance of it resembled the tower of Pharus, 
which exhibited a fire to such as sailed to Alexandria, but 
was much larger than it in compass. This was now con- 
verted to a house, wherein Simon exercised his tyrannical 
authority. The third tower was Mariamne, for that was his 
queen^s name : it was solid as high as twenty cubits ; its 
breadth and its length were twenty cubits, and were equal 
to each other : its upper buildings were more magnificent, 
and had greater variety than the other towers had ; for the 
king thought it most proper for him to adorn that which was 
denominated from his wife, better than those denominated 
from men, as those were built stronger than this that bore 
his wlfe^s name. The entire height of this tower was fifty 
cubits. 

4. Now a^ these towers were so very tall, they appeared 
mu<^h taller by the place on which they stood ; for that very 
old Vail wherein they were was built upon a high hill, and 
was itself a kind of elevation that was still thirty cubits taller ; 
over which were the towers situated, and thereby were made 
much higher to appearance. The largeness also of the stones 
was wonderful ; lor they Were not made of common small 
stones, nor of such larger ones only as men could carry, but 
they were of white marble, cut out of the rock ; each stone 
was twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth, and five in 
depth. They were so exactly united to one another, that 
each tower looked like one entire rock of stone, so growing 
naturally, and afterward cut by the hands of the artificers 
into their present shape and corners ; so little, or not at all, 
did their joints or connexion appear. Now as these towers 
were themselves on the north side of the wall, the king had 
a palace inwardly thereto adjoined, which exceeds all my 
ability to describe it ; for it was so very curious as to want 
no cost nor skill in its construction, but was entirely walled 
about to the height of thirty cubits, and was adorned with 
towers at equal distances, and with large bed-chambers, that 
would contain beds for a hundred guests a-piece, in which 
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the variety of the stones is not to be expressed ; for a large 
quantity of those th^t were rare of that kind was collected 
together. Their roofs were also wonderful, both for the 
length of the beams, and the splendour of their ornaments. 
The number of the rooms was also very great, and the va- 
riety of the figures that were about them was prodigious ; 
their furniture was complete, and the greatest part of the 
vessels that were put in them was of silver and gold. There 
were besidss many porticoes, one beyond another, round 
about, and in each of those porticoes curious pillars ; yet 
were all the courts that were exposed to the air everywhere 

!freen. There were moreover several groves of trees, and 
ong walks through them,*with deep canals and cisterns, that 
in several parts were filled with brazen statutes, through 
which the water ran out. There were withal many dove- 
courts* of tame pigeons about the canals. But indeed it is 
not possible to give a complete description of these palaces ; 
and the very remembrance of them is a torment to one, as 
putting one m mind what vastly rich buildings that fire which 
was kindled by the robbers hath consumed : for these were 
not burnt by the Romans, but by these internal plotters, as 
we have already related in the beginning of their rebellion. 
That fire began at the tower of Antonia, and went on to the 
palaces, and consumed the upper parts of the three towers 
themselves. 




CHAP. Y. 

A Description of the Tempk, 

§ 1. Now this temple, as I have already said, was built upon 
a strong hill. At first the plain at the top was hardly suf- 
ficient for the holy house and the altar ; for the ground about 
it was very uneven, and like a precipice ; but when king 
Solomon, who was the person that built the temple, and 
built a wall to it, on its east side, there was then aaded one 
cloister, founded on a bank cast up for it, and on the other 
parts the holy house stood naked. But in future ages the 
people added new banks,t and the hill became a larger 

• These dove-courts in Josephus, built by Herod the Great, are, in the opi- 
nion of Kekrttl^ the very »ame that are mentioned by the Talmudists, and 
named by Oicm Jltrad'n flave.courtg. Nor is there any reason to suppose other- 
irbe, tjfice in boiii aecouats they were expressly tame pigeons which were kept 
in them* 

f See the dc-scriptinn <jf the temples hereto belonging, chap. xv. But note, 
tK«t what Jtui^phuii here ^ya of the original scantiness of this Mount Moriah, 
ihat it iraii f]itit« tno litUe for the temide, and that at first it held only one 
' nmty 9t i^outt i^t BoldEQOn*s building, and tliat the foundations were forced 
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plain. They then broke down the wall on the north side, 
and took in as much as sufficed afterward for the compass of 
the entire temple. And when they had built walls on three 
sides of the temple round aboiit, from the bottom of the hill, 
and had performed a work that was greater than could be 
hoped for (in which work long ages were spent by them, as 
well as all their sacred treasures were exhausted, which were 
still replenished by those tributes which were sent to God 
from the whole habitable earth), they then encompassed 
their upper courts with cloisters, as well as they [afterward] 
did the lowest [court of the] temple. The lowest part of 
this was erected to the height of tnree hundred cubits, and 
in some places more ; yet did not the entire depth of the 
foundations appear, for they brought efarth and filled up the 
valleys, as bemg desirous to make them on a level with the 
narrow streets of the city, wherein they made use of stones 
of forty cubits in magnitude : for the great plenty of money 
they then had, and the liberality of the people, made this • 
attempt of theirs to succeed to an incredible degree. . And 
what could not be so much as hoped for as ever to be ac- 
complished, was, by perseverance and length of time, brought 
to perfection. 

2. Now for the works that were above these foundations, 
these were not unworthy of such foundations ; for all the 
cloisters were double, and the pillars to them belonging were 
twenty-five cubits in height, and supported the cloisters. 
These pillars were of one entire stone each of them, and that 
stone was white marble ; and the roofs were adorned with 
cedar, curiously graven. The natural magnificence, and ex- 
cellent polish, and the harmony of the joints in these cloisters, 
afforded a prospect that was very remarkable ; nor was it on 
the outside adorned with any work of the painter or engraver. 
The cloisters [of the outmost court] were in breadth thirty 
cubits, while the entire compass of it was by measure six fur- 
longs, including the tower of Antonia ; those entire courts 
that were exposed to the air were laid with stones of all sorts. 
When you go through these [first] cloisters unto the second 
[court of the] temple, there was a partition, made of stone 
all round, whose height was three cubits; its construction was 

to be added long afterwards by degrees, to render it capable of the cloisters for 
the other courts, &c, is without all foundation in the scriptures, and not at all 
confirmed by his exacter account in the Antiquities. All that is or can be true 
here is this, that when the court of the Gentiles was long afterwards to be en- 
compaitsed with cloisters, the southern foundation for these cloisters was found 
' not to be large or firm enough, and was raised, and that additional foundation 
supported by great pillars and arches underground, which Josephus speaks of 
elsewhere, Andq. B. xv. ch. xi. sect 3, vol. iii. and which Mr. Maundrell taw 
and describes, page 100, as extant underground at this day. 
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yery eiegani : upon it stood pillars at equal distances from 
one anoUier, declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, and 
iome in Roman lett«*s, that no Jbreigner should go tcithln 
thai sanctuary ; for that second [court of the] temple was 
called the Sanctuary ^ and was ascended to by fourteen steps 
from the first court This court was four-square, and had 
a wall about it peculiar to itself; the height of its buildinn^s, 
although it were on the outside forty cubits, was hidden by 
the steps, and on the inside that height was but twenty-five 
cubits ;♦ for it being built over against a higher part of the 
hill with steps, it was no farther to be entirely discerned with- 
in, being covered by the h*dl itself. Beyond these fourteen 
steps there was the distance of ten cubits ; this was all plain : 
whence there were other steps, each of five cubits a^piece, 
that led to the gates ; which gates on the north and south 
sides were eight, on each of those sides four, and of neces- 
sity two on the east. For since there was a partition built 
for the women on that side, as the proper place wherein they 
were to worship, there was a necessity of a second gate for 
diem ; this gate was cut out of its wall over against the first 
gate. There was also on the other sides one southern and 
one northern gate, through which was a passage into the 
court of the women ; for as to the other gates, the women 
were not allowed to pass through them ; nor when they went 
through their own gate could they go beyond their own walL 
This place was allotted to the women of our own country, 
and of other countries, provided they were of the same na- 
tion, and that equally ; the western part of this court had no 
gate at all, but the wall was buUt entire on that side. But 
then the cloisters which were betwixt the gates extended 
from the wall inward before the chambers ; for they were 
supported by very fine and large pillars. These cloisters 
were single, and excepting dieir magnitude, were no way in- 
ferior to those of the lower court. 

3. Now nine of these gates were on every side covered 
over with gold and silver, as were the jambs of their doors 



* What Jotephus seems here to mean is this, that these pillars, supporting 
the cloisters in the second court, had their foundations or lowest parts as deep as 
the floor of the first or lowest court ; but that so far of those lowest parts as 
were equal to the elevation of the upper floor above the lowest, were, and must 
be, hidden on the inside by the ground or rock itself on which that upper court 
was built ; so that forty cubits visible below were reduced to twenty-five visible 
above, and implies the diflerence of their heights to be fifteen cubits. The 
main difficulty lies here, how fourteen or fifteen steps should give an ascent of 
fifteen cubits, h^lf a cubit seeming sufficient for a single step. Possibly tbctv - 
were fourteen or fifteen steps at the partition w|Ul, and fourteen or fifteen nuKe 
thence into the court itself, which would bring the whde near to the just pro- 
portion. See sect. 3, infra. But I determine nothing. 
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and their lintels ; but there waft one gate that was withqat 
the [inward court of] the holy house which waa of Corin- 
thian brass, and greatly excellea those that were only covered 
over with silver and gold. Each gate had two doors, whose 
height was severally thirty cubits, and their breadth fifteen. 
However, they had large spaces within of thirty cubits, and 
had on each side-rooms, and those, both in breadth and ih 
len^h, built like towers, and their height was above forty 
cubits. Two pillars did also support these rooms, and were 
in circumference twelve cubits. Now the magnitudes of the 
other eates were equal one to another ; but that over the 
Corinthian gate, which opened on the east over against the 
gate of the holy house itself, was much larger ; for its height 
was fifW cubits, and its doors were forty cubits ; and it was 
adorned after a most costly manner, as having much richef ; 
and thicker plates of silver and gold upon them than tlu^ 
other. These nine gates had that silver and gold poured 
upon them by Alexander the father of Tiberius. Now there 
were fifteen steps, which led from the wall of the court of 
the women to this greater gate ; whereas those that led thi- 
ther from the other gates were five steps shorter. 

4. As to the holy house itself, which was placed in the midst 
[of the inmost court], that most sacred part of the temple, it 
was ascended to by twelve steps ; and in front its height and 
its breadth were equal, and each a hundred cubits, though 
it was behind forty cubits narrower ; for on its front it had 
what may be styled shoulders on each side, that passed twenty 
cubits farther. Its first gate was seventy cubits high, and 
twenty-five cubits broad : but this gate had no doors, for it 
represented the universal viability of heaven, and that it 
cannot be excluded from any place. Its front was covered 
with gold all over, and through it the first part of the house, 
that was more inward, did' all of it appear ; which, as it was 
v^ry large, so did all the parts about the more inward gate 
ajppear to shine to tliose that saw them : but then, as the en- 
tire house was divided into two parts within, it was only the 
first part of it that was open to our view. Its height ex- 
tended all along to ninety cubits in height, and its length was 
fifty cubits, audits breadth twenty. But that gate which was 
at this end of the first part of the house was, as we have al- 
ready observed, all over covered with gold, as was its whole 
wall about it ; it had also golden vines above it, from whidi 
clusters of grapes hun^ as tall as a man^s height. But then 
this house, as it was divided into two parts, the inner part 
was lower than the appearance of the outer, and had golden 
doors of fifty-five cubits altitude, and sixteen in breadth ; 
but before these doors there was a veil of equal largeness with 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



144 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK T, 

the doors. It was a Babylonian curtain, embroidered with 
blue and fine linen, and scarlet and purple, and of a con- 
texture that was truly wonderful. Nor was this mixture of 
colours without its mystical interpretation, but was a kind of 
image of the universe ; for by the scarlet there seemed to be 
enigmatically signified fire, by the fine flax the earth, by the 
blue the air, and by the purple the sea ; two of them having 
their colours the foundation of this resemblance ; but the fine 
flax and the purple have their own origin for that foundation, 
the earth producing the one and the sea the other. This 
curtain had also embroidered upon it all that was mystical in 
the heavens, excepting that of the [twelve] signs, represent- 
ing living creatures. 

5. When any person entered into the temple, its floor re- 
ceived them. This part of the temple therefore was in height 
sixty cubits, and its length the same ; whereas its breaoth 
wa9 but twenty cubits ; but still that sixty cubits in length 
was divided again, and the first part of it cut off^ at forty 
cubits, and had in it three things that were very wonderful 
and famous among all mankind, the candlestick, the table [of 
shew bread], and the altar of incense. Now the seven lamps 
signified the seven planets ; for so many there were springing 
out of the candlestick. Now the twelve loaves that were 
upon the table signified the circle of the zodiac and the year ; 
but the altar of incense, by its thirteen kinds of sweet smell- 
ing spices, with which the sea replenished it, signified that 
God is the possessor of all things that are both in the un- 
inhabitable and habitable parts of the earth, and that they 
are all to be dedicated to his use. But the inmost part of 
the temple of all was of twenty cubits. This was also se- 
parted from the outer part by a veil. In this there was 
nothing at all. It was inaccessible and inviolable, and not to 
be seen by any ; and was called the Hdy of Holies, Now 
about the sides of the lower part of the temple ^here were 
little houses, with passages out of one into another ; there 
were a great many of them, and they were of three stories 
high ; there were also entrances on each side into them from 
the gate of the temple. But the superior part of the temple 
had no such little houses any farther, because the temple was 
there narrower, and forty cubits higher, and of a smaller body 
than the lower parts of it. Thus we collect that the whole 
height, including the sixty cubits from the floor, amounted to 
a hundred cubits. 

6. Now the outward face of the temple in its front wanted 
nothing that was hkelyto surprise either menu's minds or their 
eyes ; tor it was covered all over with plates of gold of great 
weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflected back a 
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%try finy splendour, aoid made those who forced tfaemflelt«s 
to lock upon it to turn their ejes away, just as they would 
hare done at the sun^s own rays. But tliis temple appeared 
to atnifigers, when theji^ were coming to it at a distance, lik« 
a mountain covered with snow ; for as to those parts of it 
that were not gilt, they were exceeding white. On itsntop it 
had spikes witn sharp points, to prevent any pollution of it 
by birds sitting upon it. Of its stones, some of them were 
forty-five cubits in length, five in height, and six in breadth. 
Before this temple stood the altar, fifteen cubits high, and 
equal botli in length and breadth ; each, of which dimensions 
was fifty cubits. The figure it was built in was a square, and 
it had comers like hfvns ; and the passaj^re up to it was by an 
insensible acclivitj. It was formed without any iron tool^ 
nor did any such iron tool so much as toudi it at any time. 
There was also a wall of partition, about a cubit in height, 
made of fine stones, and so as to be grateful to the sight ; 
this encompassed the holy house and the altar, and kept the 
people that were on the outside ofi^ from the priests. Mar»« 
over, those that had the gonorrhea and the leprosy were 
excluded out of the city entirely ; women also, when their 
courses were upon them, were shut out of the temple ; nor, 
when they were free from that impurity, were they allowed 
to go beyond the limit before mentioned : men also, that were 
not thoroughly pure, were prohibited to come into the inner ^ 
[court of the] temple ; nay, the priests themselves that w«rt 
not pure were pronibitcd to come into it alsa 

7. Now ail those of the stock of the priests, that could not 
minister by reason of some defect in their bodies, came within 
the partition, together with those that had no such imperlno* 
tion, and had their share with them by reason of their stodk^ 
but still made use of none except their own private garments ; 
lor nobody but he that officiated had on his sacred garments: 
but then those priests that were without any blemish upon 
them went up bo the altar clothed in fine linen. They ap^ 
stuned chiefly from wine out of this fear, lest otherwise they 
should transgress some rules of their ministration. The biga-i 
piiest did also go up with them ; not always indeed, but on 
the seventh days and new moons, and if any festivals belos^-* 
ing to our nation, which we celebrate every year, happened. 
When he officiated, he had on a f>air of breeches that reached 
beneath his privy parts to his thighs, and had on an inner 
garment of linen, together with a blue garment, round, with* 
oat scam, with fringe-work, and reachmg to the feet. There 
were also golden beUs that hung upon the fringes, and pome« 
eranvtes intermixed among tbem. The bells signified thun*- 
oer, and the pomegranates Ughtning. But that girdle thai 

VOL. IV. ^ L 
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tied the gannent to the breast was embroidered with five rows 
of various colours, of gold, and purple, and scariet, as also 
of fine linen and blue, with which colours we told you before 
the veils of the temple were embroidered also. The like 
embroidery was upon the ephod ; but the quantity of gold 
therein; was greater. Its figure was that of a stomacher for 
the breast. There were upon it two golden buttons like 
small shields, which buttoned the ephod to the garment ; in 
these buttons were enclosed two very large and very excellent 
sardonyxes, having the names of the tribes of that nation en- 
graved upon them : on the other part were hung twelve stones, 
three in a row one way, and four in the other ; a sardius, a 
topaz, and an emerald ; a curbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire ; 
an agate, an amethyst, and a ligure; an onyx, a beryl, and a 
chrysoUte ; upon every one of which was agmn engraved one 
of the forementioned names of the tribes. A mitre also of fine 
linen encompassed his head, which was tied by a blue rib* 
band, about which there was another golden crown, in which 
was engraven the sacred name [of God] ; it consists of four 
vowels. However, the high-priest did not wear these jjar- 
ments at other times, but a more plain habit ; he only did it 
when he went into the most sacrea part of the temple, which 
he did but once in a year, on that day when our custom is 
for all of us to keep a fast to God. And thus much concern- 
ing the city and the temple ; but for the customs and laws 
hereto relating, we shall speak more accurately another \ime ; 
for there remain a great many things thereto relating, which 
have not been here touched upon. 

8. Now, as to the tower of Antonia, it was situated at the 
comer of two cloisters of the court of the temple, of that on 
the west, and that on the north ; it was erected upon a rock 
of fifty cubits in height, and was on a great precipice ; it was 
the work of king Herod, wherein hedemonstratea his natural 
magnanimity. In the first place, the rock itself was covered 
over with smooth pieces of stone from its foundation, both 
for ornament, and that any one, who would either try to get 
up or to go down it, might not be able to hold his feet upon 
it. Next to this, and before you come to the edifice of the 
tower itself, there was a wall three cubits high ; but within 
that wall all the space of the tower of Antonia itself was bui^t 
upon, to the height of forty cubits. The inward parts had 
the largeness and form of a palace, it being parted into all 
kinds of rooms and other conveniences, such as courts, and 
places for bathing, and broad spaces for camps ; insomuch 
that, by having ail conveniences that cities wanted, it mi^t 
seem to be composed of several cities ; but by its magnifi- 
cence, it seemed a palace : atid as the entire structure resera- 
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bled that of a tower, it contained also four other distinct 
towers at its four corners ; whereof the others were but fifty 
cubits high, whereas that which lay upon the south-east coro- 
ner was ^seventy cubits bigh, that from thence the whole ten^ 
pie might be viewed : but on the corner, where it joined to 
the two cloisters of the temple, it had passages down to them 
both, through which the guards (for there always lay in this 
tower a Roman legion) went several ways among the cloi^ 
ters witli their arms on the Jewish festivals, in order to watch 
^e people, that they might not there attempt to make any 
innovations ; for the temple was a fortress that guarded the 
city^ as was the tower of Antonia a guard to the temple ; and 
in that tower were the guards of those three.* There was 
also a peculiar fortress belonging to the uppeif city, which 
was Herod^s palace ; but for the hill Bezetha, it was divided 
from the tower of Antonia, as we have already told you ; and 
as that hill on which the tower of Antonia stood was the 
highest of these three, so did it adioin to the new city, and 
was the only place that hindered the sight of the temple on 
the north. And this shall suffice at present to have spoken 
about the city and the walls about it, because I have purposed 
to myself to make a more accurate description of it else- 
where. 
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CHAP. VI. 

-Concerning the Tyrants Simon and John. How aUo^ as 
Titus was going round the Wall of the ' City^ Nicc^nor 
was zffonnded by a Dart ; which Accident provoked Titus 
to press on the Siege, 

§ 1. Now the warlike. men that were in the city, and the 
multitude of the seditious that were with Simon, were ten 
thousand, besides the Idumeans. Those ten thousand had 
fifty commanders, over whom this Simon was supreme. The 
Idumeans that paid him homage were five thousand, and had 
eight commanders, among whom those of greatest fame were 
Jacob the son of Sosas, and Simon the son of Cathlas. John, 
who had seized upon the temple, had six thousand armed 
men, under twenty commanders ; the zealots also that had 
come over to him, and left off their opposition, were two 
thousand four hundred, and had the same commander that 
the^ had formerly, Eleazar, together with Simon, the son of 
Annus. Now, while these factions fought one against an- 
other, the people were their prey on both sides, as we have 

* Those three guards th«t lay in the tower of Antonia mast be those that 
guarded the city, the temple, and that tower of Antonia. 
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nod already ; and that pert of the people which would not 
join with them in their wicked practices were plundered by 
Doth (SBtetionB. Simon held the upper city, and the great wall 
as far as Cedron, and as much of the cud wall as betit from 
Sitoam to the east, and which ^ent down to the palace of 
MoQobazus, who was king of the Adiabeni beyond Euphrates; 
lie ako held that fountain, and the Acra, which was no 
other than the lower cit j ; he also h^d all that reached to the 
palace of queen Helena, the mother of Monobazus. But 
John held the temple, aad the parts thereto adjoining, for a 
great waj, as also Ophla, and tne valley called the VaUey tf 
Cedron : and when the parts that were interposed between 
their possessions were burnt by them, they left a space whereia 
tliey might fight with each other ; for this internal sedition 
did not cease even when the Romans were encamped near 
their very walls. But although they had grown wiser at the 
first onset the Romans made upon them, this lasted but a 
while ; for they returned to their former madness, and sepa- 
rated one from another, and fought it out, and did every thii^ 
that the besiegers could desire them to do ; for they never 
suffered any tlung that was worse from the Romans than they 
made each other suffer ; nor was there any misery endured 
by the city, after these men'^s actions, that could be esteemed 
new. But it was most of all unhappy before it was over- 
thrown, while those that took it did it a greater kindn^s ; for 
I venture to affirm, that the sedition destroyed the city, and 
the Romans destroyed the sedition, which it was a much 
harder thii^ to do than to destroy the walls ; so that we may 
justly ascribe our misfortunes to our own people, and the just 
vengeance taken on them to the Romans ; as to which mat- 
ter, let every one determine by the actions on both sides. 

9. Now, when affairs within the city were in this posture, 
Titus went round the city on the outside with some chosen 
horsemen, and looked about for a proper place where he 
night make an impression upon the walls ; but as he was in 
doubt where he could possibly make an attack on any side 
(fV[r the place was no way accessible where the valleys were, 
and on the other side the first wall appeared too strong to be 
shaken by the engines), he thereupon thought it best to make 
his assault upon the monument of John the high-priest ; for 
there it was that the first fortification was lower, and the se- 
cond was not joined to it, the builders neglecting to build the 
wall strong where the new city was not much inhabited : here 
also was an easy passage to the third wall, through which 
he thought to take the upper city, and, through the tower of 
Antonia, the temple itself. But at this time, as he was going 
round about the city, one of his friends, whose name was 
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JViddmor, wis woundsd with a <krt xm his left dlouMer, m im 
i^roachedy together with Josepbua, too near the wall, «iid 
luttODpted to discourse to those tW were apon the wdQ aboUt 
teittis of peace ; for he was a person known bj theM. On 
thifl aooount it was that Caesar, as 6oon as he knew their '▼e^ 
heraenee, that they would not bear even such as approached 
dietn to persuade them to what tended to th^r own preaer* 
▼atiOD, was provoked to press on the sic^ He also, at the 
same timei gave his soldi^ra leave to set the suburbs on fire^ 
and oidered that Ibey should bring timber togethar, and raise 
baidLs against the city ; and when be had parted his army 
ioio three parts, inoraer to set about those works, be placed 
tlMSe that shot darts, and the ardiers, in die midst of the 
banks that were then raising ; before whom he friaced those 
engines that threw javelins, and darts, and stones, that he 
might prevent the enemy from saUying out upon their work^ 
aad might hinder those that were upon the watl from being 
able to obstruct them. So the trees were now cut down im* 
mediately, and the suburbs left naked. But now while the 
timber was carrying to raise the bai^, and the wbole army 
was earnestly enga^^ in their works, the Jews were not 
however quiet; and it happened that the people of Jerusalem, 
who had been hitherto plundt^ed and murdered, were now 
of good courage, and su{q)09ed they should have a breathing 
time, while the others were very busy in opposing their ene- 
mies (Without the city, and that they should now be avenged 
OB those that had been the authors of their miseries, in case 
the Romans did but get the victory. 

8. However, John staid behind out of his fear of Simon, 
even while his own men were earnest in making a sally upon 
their enemies without. Yet did not Simon lie still ; for he 
lay near the place of the siege : he brought his enraies of 
war, and disposed of them at due distances upon the wall, 
both those which they took from Cestids formerly, and those 
which they got when they seized the gairison that lay in the 
.tower Antonia. But though they had these engines in their 
possession, they had so little skill in using diem, that they 
were in a great measure useless to them ; but a few there were 
who had been taught by deserters how to use them,' which 
they did use, though after an awkward manner. So they east 
stones and arrows at those that were making the banks ; they 
also ran out upon them by companies, and fought with them. 
Now those that were at work covered themselves with hur- 
dles spread over the'u* banks, and their engines were opposed 
to them when they made their excursions. These engines, 
that all the legions had ready prepared for them, were admi- 
rably contrived ; but still more extraordinary ones belonged 
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to the tenth legion ; those that threw darts and those that 
threw stones were more forcible and larger than the rest, by 
which they not only repelled the excursions of the Jews, but 
drove those away that were upon the walls also. Now the 
stones that were cast were of the weight of a talent, and 
were carried two furlongs and farther. The blow they gave 
was no way to be sustained, not only by those that stood first 
in the way, but by those that were beyond them for a great 
space. As for the Jews, they at first watched the coming of 
the stone ; for it was of a white colour, and could therefore 
not only be perceived by the great noise it made, but could 
be seen also oefore it came by its brightness : accordingly the 
watchmen that sat upon the towers gave them notice when 
the engine was let go, and the stone came from it, and cried 
out aloud in their own country language, The son cometh;* 
so those that were in its way stood off, and threw themselves 
down upon the ground ; by which means, and by their thus 
guarding themiselves, the stone fell down, and did them no 
harm. But the Romans contrived how to prevent that by 
blacking the stone, who then could aim at them with success, 
when the stone was not discerned beforehand, as it had been 
till then ; and so they destroyed many of them at one blow. 
Yet did not the Jews, under all this distress, permit the Ro- 
mans to raise their banks in quiet ; but they shrewdly and 

* What should be the meaning of this signal or watchword, when the watch- 
man saw a. stone coming from the engine. The soH cometu, or what mistake 
there is in the reading, I cannot telL The M'SS. both Greek and L^tin, all 
agree in this reading ; and I cannot approve of any grooodless conjectural al- 
teration of the text from TIOS to 102, that not the son or a atone, but that the 
arrow or dart cofoetK ; as hath been made by Dr. Hudson, and not corrected by 
HaTercamp. Had Joaephus written even his first edition of these books of the 
war in pure Hebrew, or had the Jews then used the pure Hebrew at Jerusalem, 
the Hebrew word for a 9on is so like that for a •toae, Ben and Eben^ that such 
a correction might hare been more easily admitted. But Joeephus wrote his 
former edition for the use of the Jews beyond Euphrates, and so in the Chaldee 
language, as he did this second edition in the Greek language ; and Bar was 
the Chttldee word for «on, instead of the Hebrew Ben<, and was used not only in 
Chaldea, &c. but in Judea also, as the New Testament informs us. Dio also 
lets us know that the very Romans at Rome pronounced the name of Simon, 
the son of Geora^ Bar Porat for Bar Giorag, as we learn from Xiphiline, p. 
217> Reland talfes notice that ^^ many will here lock for a mystery, as though 
the meaning were that the Son of God came now to take vengeance on the sins 
of the Jewish nation ;** which is indeed the truth of the fact, but hardly what 
the Jews could now mean ; unless possibly by way of derision of Christ's thrfat- 
enings so often made, tliat he would come at the head of the Roman army for 
their destruction. But even this interpretation has but a very small degree of 
probability. If I were to make an emendation by mere conjecture, I would read 
nETFOX instead of TIOS, though the likeness be not so great as in lOZ ; be- 
cause tliat is the word used by Josephus just before, as I have already noted on 
this very occasion ; while IDS, an arrow or dart^ is only a poetical word, and 
never used by Josephus clscif here, and is indeed no way suitable to the occasion, 
tills engine not throwing arrows or darts, but great stones, at this time. 
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boldly exerted themselveS) and repelled them both by night 
and by day. 

4. And now, upon the finishing the Roman works, the 
workmen measured the distance there wa^ from the wall, and 
this by lead and a line, which they threw to it from their 
banks ; for they could not measure it any otherwise, because 
the Jews would shoot at them if they came to measure it 
themselves; and when they found that the engines could reach 
the wall, they brought them thither. Then did Titus set his 
^[igines at proper distances, so much nearer to the wall, that 
the Jews might not be able to repel them, and gave orders 
they should go to work ; and when thereupon a prodigious 
noise echoed round about from three places, and tnat on the 
sudden, there was a great noise made by the citizens that 
were within the city, and no less a terror fell upon the sedi- 
tious themselves, whereupon both sorts, seeing the common 
danger th^ were in, contrived to make a like defence. So 
those of different factions cried out one to another, that they 
acted entirely as in concert with their enemies ; whereas they 
ought, however, notwithstanding Grod did not grant them a 
lasting concord, in their present circumstances, to lay aside 
their enmities one against another, and to unite together 
against the Romans. Accordingly Simon gave those that 
came from the temple leave, by proclamation, to go upon the 
wall ; John also himself, though he could not believe that 
Simon was in earnest, gave them the ssime leave : so on both 
sides they laid aside their hatred and their peculiar quarrels, 
and formed themselves into one body. They then ran round 
the walls, and having a vast number of torches with them, 
they threw them at the machines and shot darts perpetually 
upon those that impelled those engines which battered the 
wall ; nay, the bolder sort leaped out by troops upon the hur- 
dles that covered the machines, and pulled thera to pieces, 
and fell upon those that belonged to them, and beat them, 
not so much by any skill they had, as principally by the bold- 
ness of their attacks. However, Titus himself still sent 
assistance to those that were the hardest set, and placed both 
horsemen and archers on the several sides of the engines, and 
thereby beat off those that brought' the fire to them ; he also 
thereby repelled those that shot stones or darts from the 
towers, ana then set the engines to work in good earnest : 
yet did not the wall yield to these blows, excepting where 
the battering ram of the fifteenth legion moved tlie comer of 
a tower, while the wall itself continued unhurt ; for the wall 
was not presently in the. same danger with the tower, which 
was extant far above it ; nor could the fall of that part of the 
tower easily break down any part of the wall itself together 
with it. 
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5. And now the Jews intermitted their talliea for awhile ; 
but when they observed the Romans dispersed all abroad at 
their works, iod in their seyeral camps (for they thought the 
Jews had retired out of weariness and fear)| these all at once 
Bude a sally at the tower Hippicus, through an obecure gate, 
andVt the same time brought fire to burn the works, and 
went boldly up to the Romans, and to their very fortificatiobs 
tfaemselves; where, at the cry they made, those that were near 
cune presently to their assistance, and those further off came 
running after them. And here the boldness-of the Jews waa 
too hard for the good order of the Romans ; and as they 
beat those whom Uiey first fell upon, so they pressed upon 
those that were now gotten together. So this fight about the 
ttachines was very hot, while the one side tried bard to set 
them on fire, and the other side to prevent it ; on both sides 
there was a confused cry made, and many of those in the fere- 
front of the battle were slain. However, the Jews were now 
too hard for the Romans, by the furious assaults they made 
like madmen ; and the fire caught hold of the works, and 
both all those works and the engines themselves had been in 
danger of being burnt, had not many of those select soldiers 
that came from Alexandria opposed themselves to prevent it ; 
and had they not behaved themselves with greater oourafle 
than they themselves supposed they could have done ; ior 
they outdid those in this fight that had greater reputation 
than themselves before. This was the state of tilings, till 
CflBsar took the stoutest of his horsemen,' and attacked the 
enemy, when he himself slew twelve of those that were in the 
fore-front of the Jews ; which death of these men, when the 
rest of the multitude saw, they gave way, and he pursued 
them, and drove them all into the city, and saved the works 
from the fira Now it happened at this fight, that a certun 
Jew was taken alive, who by Titus'^s order was crucified be- 
fore the wall, to see whether the rest of them would be 
afifrighted, and abate of their obstinacy. But after the Jews 
were retired, John, who was commander of the Idumeans, 
and was talking to a certain soldier of his dcc[uaintance be* 
fore die wall, wa^ wounded by a dart shot at him by an Ara* 
loan, and died immediately, leaving the greatest lamentation 
to the Jews, and sorrow to the seditious ; for he was a man 
of great eminence, both for his actions and his conduct also. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CMikP. ^I. THJE JBWISH WAS. 109 



CHAP. VII. 

^o» On^ of the Towers erected by the Romans Jett down qf 
its own accord; and how the RomanSy after great Slaughter 
?iad been made^ got Possession of the first Wall Howalso 
Titus made his Assaults upon the Second Wall ; as also 
concerning Longinus the Roman^ and Castor the Jew, 

§ 1. Now on the next nighty a surprising disturbance fell 
u{(on the Romans ; for whereas Titus had given orders for 
the erection of three towers of fifty cubits high» that by set* 
ting men upon them at every bank, he might from thence 
drive those away who were upon the wall, it so happened 
that one of these towers fell down about midnight ; and as 
its fall made a very great noise» fear fell upon the army, and 
they supposing that the enemy was coming to attack them, 
ran all to their arms. Whereupon a disturbance and a tumult 
.arose among the legions ; and as nobody could tell what had 
happened, they went on after a disconsolate manner ; and 
seeing no enemy appeared, they were afraid one of another, 
and every one demanded of his neighbour the watchword, 
with great earnestness, as though the Jews had invaded their 
camp. And now were thev like people under a panic fear, 
till Titus was informed ot what had happened, and gave 
orders that all should be acquainted with it; and then, 
though with some difficulty, they got clear of the disturbi. 
ance they had been under. 

% Now these towers were very troublesome to the Jews, 
who otherwise opposed the Romans very courageously ; for 
they shot at them out of their lighter engines, from those 
tow\ers, as they did also by those that threw darts, and the 
archers, and those that flung stones. For neither could the 
Jews reach those that were over them, by reason of theif 
haght, and it was not practicable to take them, nor to over* 
turn them, they were so heavy, nor to set them on fire, be- 
cause they were covered with plates of iron. So they retued 
out of the reach of the darts, and did no longer endeavour to 
hinder tlie impressions of their rams, which, by continually 
beating upon the wall,* did gradually prevail against it ; so 
that the wall already gave way to the NicOy for by that name 
did the Jews themselves call the greatest of their engines, be- 
cause it conquered all things. And now they were for a long 
while grown weary of fighting, and of keeping guards, and 
were retired to lodge in the night-times at a distance from the 
wall. It was on other accounts also thought by them to be 
superfluous to guard the wall, there being besides that, two 
other fortifications still remaining, and they being slothful. 
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and their counsels having been ill conoerte4 on all occasions ; 
so a great many grew lazy and retired. Then the Romans 
mounted the breach, where Nico had made one, and all the 
Jews left the guarding that wall, and retreated to the second 
wall ; so those that had gotten over that wall opened the 
mtes, and received all the army within it. And thus did the 
Romans get possession of this first wall on the fifteenth daj 
of the siege, which was the seventh day of the month Artimi* 
sius [Jyarl, when they demolished a great part of it, as well 
as they did of the northern parts of the city, which had been 
demolished also by Cestius formerly. 

3. And now Titus pitched his camp within the city, at that 
place which was called the Camp of the Assyrians^ having 
seized upon all that lay as far as Cedron, but took care to be 
out of the reach of the Jews^ darts. He dien presently began 
his attacks, upon which the Jews divided themselves into 
several bodies, and courageously .defended that wall ; while 
John and his faction did it from the tower of Antonia, and 
from the northern cloister of the temple, and fought the Ro- 
mans before the monuments of king Alexander ; and Simon^s 
army also took for their share the spot of ground that was 
near John^s monument, and fortified it as far as to that gitte 
where water was brought into the tower Hippicus. How- 
ever, the Jews made violent sallies, and that irequently also, 
and in bodies together, out of the gates, and there fought the 
Romans ; and when they were pursued all together to the 
wall, they were beaten in those fights, as wanting the skill of 
the Romans. But when they fought them from the walls, 
they were too hard for them ; the Romans being encouraged 
by their power, joined to their skill, as were the Jew^ by 
their boldness, which was nourished by the fear they were in, 
and that hardiness which is natural to our nation under cala- 
mities ; they were also encouraged still by the hope of deliver^ 
ance, as were the Romans by their hopes of suoduing them 
in a little time. Nor did either side grow weary ; but attacks 
and fightings upon the wall, and perpetual sallies out in 
bodies, were there all the day long ; nor were there any sort 
of warlike engagements that were not then put in use. And 
the night itself had much ado to part them, when they be^;an 
to fight in the momitig ; nay, the night itself was passed with- 
out sleep on both sides, and was more uneasy than the day to 
them, while the one was afraid lest the wall should be taken^ 
and the other, lest the Jews should make sallies upon their 
camps ; both sides also lay in their armour during the night- 
time, and thereby were ready, at the first appearance of light, 
to go to the battle. Now arpong the Jews, the ambition was, 
who should undergo the first dangers, and thereby gratify 
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their commanders. Above all, they had a great veneration 
and dread of Simon ; and to that degree was he regarded by 
every one of those that were under him, that at his command 
they were very ready to kill themselves Mrith their own hands. 
What made the Romans so courageous was their usual cus- 
tom of conquering, and disuse of being defeated ; their con- 
stant wars, and perpetual warlike exercises, and the gran- 
deur of ^heir dominion ; and, what was now their chief en- 
couragement, Titus, who was present everywhere with them 
all ; ror it appeared a terrible thing to grpw weair while 
Csesar was there, and foughtbravely as wellas they did, and 
was himself at once an eye-witness of such as behaved them- 
selves valiantly, and he who was to reward them also. It 
was, besides, esteemed an advantage at present to have any 
one^s valour known by Caesar, on which account many of 
them appeared to have more alacrity than strength to answer 
it. And now as the Jews were about this time standing in 
array before the wall, and that in a strong body, and while 
both parties were throwing their darts at each other, Longi- 
nus, one of the equestrian order, leaped out of the army of 
the Romans, and- leaped into the very midst of the army of 
the Jews ; and as they dispersed themselves upon this attack, 
he slew two of their men of the greatest courage ; one of them 
he struck in his mouth as he was coming to meet him ; the 
other was shun by him by that very dart which he drew out 
of the body of the other, with which he ran this man through 
his side as he was running away from him ; and when he had 
done this, he first of all ran out of the midst of his enemies 
to his own side. So this man signalized himself for his valour, 
and many there were who were ambitious of gaining the Uke 
reputation. And now the Jews were unconcerned at what 
they suffered themselves from the Romans, and were only 
solicitous about what mischief they could do them ; and death 
itself seemed a small matter to them, if at the same time 
they could but kill any one of their enemies. But Titus 
took care to secure his own soldiers from harm, as well as to 
have them overcome their enemies. He also said, that in- 
considerate violence was madness, and that this alone was the 
true courage, that was joined with good conduct. He there- 
fore commanded- his men to take care when they fought their 
enemies, that they received no harm from them at tne same 
time, and thereby shew themselves to be truly valiant men. 
4. And now Titus brought one of his engines to the mid- 
dle tower of the north part of the wall, in which a certaiil 
crafty Jew, whose name was Castor, lay in ambush, with ten 
ethers like himself, the rest being fled away by reason of the 
archers. These men lay still for awhile, as in great fear, 
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under tlieir breast-pktes ; but when the tower was wbaiaeHf 
they arose, and Castor did then stretch out his hand as m toe*, 
titioner, aud called for Csesar^ aad by his voice moved W 
ixmipassion, and begged of him to have mercy upon them ; 
and Titue^ in the innocency of his heart, believing him to be 
in earnest, and hoping that the Jews did now repent^ stopped 
the working of the battering ram, and forbade them to shoot 
at the petitioners, and bid Castor say what he had a mind to 
say to him. He said that he would come down, if he would 
give him his right hand for hie security. To which Titus re^ 
plied, that he was well pleased with such his agreeid>le con« 
duct, and would be well pleased if all the Jews would be of 
his mind, and that he was ready to give tlie like security to 
the city. Now five of the ten dissembled with him, and pr». 
tended to beg for mercy, while the rest cried out aloud, that 
they would never be slaves to the Romans while it was in 
their power to die in a state of freedom. Now while these 
men were quarrelling for a long while, the attack was delay* 
ed ; Castor also sent to Simon, and told him that they might 
take some time for consultation about what was to be done, 
because he would delude the power of the Romans for a con* 
s'lderable time. And at the same time that^'he sent thus to 
him» he appeared openly to exhort those that were obstinate 
to accept of Titus'^s hand for their security ; but they seemed 
very angry at it, and brandished their naked swords upon the 
breast^works, and struck themselves upon their breasts, and 
fell down as if they had been slain. Hereupon Titus, and 
those with him, were amazed at the courage of the men ; 
and as they were not able to see exactly what was done, they 
admired at their great fortitude, and pitied their calamity. 
During this interval, a certain person snot a dart at Ca^or, 
and wounded him in ^his nose ; whereupon he presently 
pulled out the dart and ^ewed it to Titus, and complained 
that this was unfair treatment ; so CsBsar reproved him that 
shot the dart, and sent Josephus, who then stood by him, to 
give his right hand to Castor. But Josephus said that he 
would not go to him, because these pretended petitioner^ 
meant nothing that was good ; he al6o restrained those friends 
of his who were zealous to go to him. But still there was 
one Eneas, a deserter, who said he would go to him. Castor 
also called to them that somebody should come and receive 
the money which lie had with him : this made Eneas the more 
earnestly to run to liim with his bosom open. Then did Cas- 
tor take up a great stone, and threw it at faim^ which missed 
him, because he guarded himself against it, but still it 
wounded another soldier that was coming to him. When 
Csesar understood that this was a delusion, he perceived that 
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mercy in war is a pernieious thing, because such eamitfig 
tricks have less place under the exercise g( greater severity. 
So he caused the engine to work more strongly than before, 
on account of his anger at the deceit put upon him. But 
Castor and his conipanion» set the tower on fire when it be^ 
gan to give way, and leaped through the flame into a hidden 
vault that was under it; which made the Romans farther sup- 
pose that they were men of great courage, as having cast 
themselves into the fire. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Mow the Romans took the Second Wall tzmce^ and got all 
ready for taJAng the Third Wall. 

1. Now Caesar took this wall there on the fifth day after 
e had taken the first ; and when the Jews had fled from 
him, he entered into it with a thousand armed men, and 
those of Ifis choice troops, and this at a place where were 
the merchants of wool, the braziers, and the market for cloth, 
and where the narrow streets led obliquely to the wall. Where- 
fore, if Titus had either demolished a larger part of the waU 
immediately, or had come in, and according to the law of 
war had made waste what was left, this victory would not, 
I suppose, have been mixed with any loss to himself. But 
now, out of the hope he had that he should make the Jews 
ashamed of their obstinacy, by not being willing, when he 
was able to afflict them more than he needed to do, he did 
not widen the breach of the wall in order to make a safer 
retreat upon occasion ; for he did not think they would lay 
snares for him that did them such a kindness. When, there- 
fore, he came in, he did not permit his soldiers to kill any 
of those they caught, nor to set fire to their houses neither ; 
nay, he gave leave to the seditious, if they had a mind, to 
fight without any harm to the people, and promised to restore 
the peoples' eflects to them ; for he was very desirous to pre^ 
serve the city for his own sake, and the temple for the sake 
of the city. As to the people, he had them of a long time 
ready to comply with his proposals ; but as to the fighting 
men, this humanity of his seemed a mark of his weakness, 
and they imagined that he made these propoals because he 
was not able to take the rest of the city. They also threatened 
death to the people, if they should any one of them say a 
word about a surrender. They moreover cut the throats of 
such as talked of a peace, and then attacked those Romans 
that were come withm the wall. Some of them they met in 
the narrow streets, and some they fought against from their 
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houses, while they made a sudden sally out at the upper 
gates, and assaulted such Romans as were beyond the wall, 
till those that guarded the wall were so affrighted that they 
leaped down from their towers, and retired to their several 
eamps. Upon which a great noise was made by the Romans 
that were within, because they were encompassed round on 
every side by their enemies ; as also by them that were with- 
out, because they were in fear for those that were left in the 
city. Thus did the Jews grow more numerous perpetually, 
and had great advantages over the Romans by their full 
knowledge of those narrow lanes; and they wounded a great 
many of them, and feU upon them, and drove them out of the 
city. Now these Romans were at present forced to make 
the best resistance they could ; for they were not able, in 
great numbers, to get out at the breach in the wall, it was so 
narrow. It is also probable, that all those that were gotten 
within had been cut to pieces, if Titus had not sent thetn suc- 
cours ; for he ordered the archers to stand at the upper ends 
of these narrower lanes, and he stood himself where was the 
greatest multitude of his enemies, and with his darts be put 
a stop to them ; as with him did Domitius Sabinus also, a 
valiant man, and one that in this battle appeared so to be. 
Thus did Caesar continue to shoot darts at the Jews conti- 
nually, and to hinder them from coming upon his men, and 
this until all his soldiers had retteated out of the city. 

2. And thus were the Romans driven out, after they had 
possessed themselves of the second wall. Whereupon the 
fighting men that were in the city were lifted up in their 
mmds, and were elevated upon this their good success, and 
began to think that the Romans would never venture to come 
into the city any more ; and that, if they kept within it them- 
selves, they should not be any more conquered. For God 
had blinded their minds for the transgressions they had been 
guilty of, nor could they See how much greater forces the 
Romans had than those that were now expelled, no more 
than they could discern how a famine was creeping upon 
them ; for hitherto they had fed themselves out of the puolic 
miseries, and drank the blood of the city. But now poverty 
had for a long time seized upon the better part, and a great 
many had already died for want of necessaries ; although the 
seditious indeed supposed the destruction of the people to be 
an easement to themselves ; for they desired that none others 
might be preserved but such as were against a peace with 
the Romans, and were resolved to live in opposition to them ; 
and they were pleased when the multitude of those of a con- 
trary opinion were consumed, as being then freed from a 
heavy burden. And this was their disposition of mind with 
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regard to those that were within th^ city, whi)e they covered 
themselves with their armour, and prevented the Romans, 
when they were trjripff to get into the city agsun, and made a 
wall of their own bodies over against that part of the wall 
that was cast down. Thus did they valiantly defend them- 
selves for three days ; but on the fourth day they could not 
support themselves against the vehement assaults of Titus, 
but were compelled by force to fly whither they bad fled be- 
fore ; so he quietly possessed himself again of that wall, and 
demolished it entirely. And when he had put a garrison into 
the towers that were on the south parts of the city, he con- 
trived how he might assault the third wall.' 



CHAP. IX. 

Tittis^ when the Jews were not at all mollified by his leaving 
off the Siege for awhile^ set himself again to prosecute the 
same ; but soon sent Josephus to discourse with his own 
Countrymen about Peace. 

§ 1. A RESOLUTION was DOW taken by Titus to relax the 
siege for a little while, and to^afibrd the seditious an inter- 
val for consideration, and to see whether the demolishing of 
their second wall would not nqake them a litde more com^ 
pliant, or whether they were not somewhat afraid of a famine, 
oecause the spoils they had gotten by rapine would not be 
sufficient for them lon^ ; so he made use of this relaxation 
in order to compass his own designs. Accordingly, as the 
usual appointed time, when he must distribute suosistence- 
money to the soldiers, was now come, he gave orders that 
the commanders should put the army into battle array, in the 
face of the enemy, and then give every one of the soldiers 
their pay. So the soldiers, according to custom, opened the 
cases wherein their arms before lay covered, and marched 
with their breast-plates on, as did the horsemen lead their 
horses in their fine trappings. Then did the places that were 
before the city shine very splendidly for a great way; nor 
was there any thing either so grateful to Titus's own men, or 
so terrible to the enemy, as that sight. For the whole old 
wall, and the north side of the temple, were full of specta- 
tors, and one might see the houses lull of such as looked at 
them ; nor was there any part of the city which was not 
covered over with their multitudes ; nay, a very great con- 
sternation seized upon the hardiest of the Jews themselves, 
when they saw all the army in the same place, together with 
the fineness of their arms, and the good order of their men. 
And I cannot but think that the seditious would have changed 
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their minds at that sights unless the crimes. they had eom- 
mitted i^mnst the people had been so horrid that they de- 
spaired of forgiveness from the Rcmians ; but as they believed 
oeath with torments must be thdr punishment, if they did 
not go on in the defence of the city, they thought it much 
better to die in war. Fate also prevailed so far over them, 
that the innocent were to perish with the guilty, and the city 
was to be destroyed with the seditious that were in it. 

S. Thus did the Romans spend four days in bringing this 
subsistence-money to the several legions. But on the fifth 
day, when no signs of peace appeared to come from the 
Jews, Titus divided his l^ons, and began to raise banks, 
both at the tower of Antonia and at John^s monument. 
Now his designs were to take the upper city at that monu- 
ment, and the temple at the tower of Antonia ; for if the 
temple were not taken, it would be dangerous to keep the 
city itself: so at each of these parts he raised him banks, each 
legion raising one. As for those that wrought at John^s mo^ 
nument, the Idumeans, and those that were in arms with 
Simon, made sallies upon them, and put $ome stop to them; 
while John^s party, and the multitude of zealots with them^ 
did the like to those that were before the tower of Antonia. 
These Jews were now too hard for the Romans, not only in 
direct figiiting, because they. stood upon the higher ground, 
but because they had now learned to use their own engines ; 
for their continual use of them one day after another did by 
degrees improve their skill about them ; for of one sort of 
engines for darts they had three hundred, and forty for stonet, 
by the means of which they made it more tedious for the 
Romans to raise their banks. But then Titus, knowing that 
the city would be either saved or destroyed for himself, did 
not only proceed earnestly in the siege, but did not omit Co 
have the Jews exhorted to repentance ; so he mixed good 
counsel with his works for the siege. And being sensible 
that exhortations are frequently more effectual than arms, he 
persuaded them to surrender the city, now in a manner already 
taken, and thereby to save themselves, and sent Josephus to 
speak to them in their own language ; for he imagined they 
might yield to the persuasion of a countryman of their own, 

8. So Josephus went round about the wall, and tried to 
find a place that was out of the reach of their darts, and yet 
within their hearing, and besought them, in many woras, 
" To spare themselves, to spare their country and their 
temple, and not to be more obdurate in these cases than 
foreigners themselves; for that the Romans, who had no re- 
lation to those things, had a reverence for their sacred rites 
and places, though they belonged to their enemies ; and had 
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till now kept timt hands off fiDm mcddbiig with them ; 
ivbik fiiioh at were brought up under tbetn, md, if they be 
preserved, will be tbeoaly pec^le that will reap the benefit 
of them, hurry on to have tnem destroyed. Tnat certainly 
tbey hate seen theit strongest wails demolished, and that die 
wall still remaining was weaker than' those that ware already 
.taken. That they must know the Boman pdwer was invin^* 
cible, and that they had been used to serve them ; for that in 
case it be dlowed a right thing to fight for liberty, diat 
ought to have been done at first ; but for them that have onoe' 
fSdien^under the power of the Romans, and have now submit* 
ted to them for so many long years, to pretemi to shake off 
that yoke afterward, was the work of such as had a mind to 
die miserably, not of such as were lovers of hl^erty. Besides, 
men may well enough grudge at the dislumour of owning 
ignoble masters over them, but ought not to do so to those 
who hhve all things under their command ; for what part of 
the world is there that hath escaped the Hoosaaa, unless it 
be such as are of no use for violent heat or for violent oold ? 
And evident it is, that fortune is on all hands gone over to 
them ; and that God, when he had gone round the nations 
with this dominion, is now settled in Italy. That moreover, 
it is a strong and fixed law, even among brute beasts, as well 
as among men, to yield to those that are too strong for them, 
and to suffer those to have the dominion who are too hard 
for the rest in war; tor which reason it was, that their fine, 
fathers, who were far superior to them both in their souls 
and bodies and other advantages, did yet submit to the Ro- 
mans ; which they would not have suffered, had they not 
known that Grod was with them. As for themselves, what 
can they depend on in tins their oppositaon, when the greateat 
part of th^r city is already taken ? and when those that are 
within it are under greater miseries than if diey were taken, 
although their walls be still standing ? For that the Romidus 
are not unacqaainted with that famine which is in the city, 
whereby the people are already consumed, and the fighting 
men will in a little time be so. too i for although the Unmans 
isliould leave off the siege, and not fall upon the city with their 
swords in their hands, vet was there an insuperable war that 
beset them within, and was augmented every hour ; unless 
they were able to wage war with famine, and fight against it, 
or could alone conquer their natural appetites.^^ He added 
this farther, *^ How right a thing it was to change their con^ 
duct, before their calamities were become incurable, and to 
have recourse to such advice as might preserve them, while 
opportunity was offered them for so doing ; fof that the 
Romans would not be mindful of their pisist actions to their 
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disadrantage, unless they perseyared in their iasolent b^ba- 
Tiour to the end ; because they were oaturally mild in their 
ODnquests, and preferred what was profitable before what 
their passions dictated to them ; which profit of theirs lay 
not in leaving the city empty of inhabitants, nor the country 
a desert : on which account Caesar did now offer them hi» 
right hand for their security. Whereas, if he took the city by 
force, he would not save any of them, and this e8i)eeial(y, if 
they rejected his offers in these their utmost distresses ; for 
the walls that'were already taken could not but assure them 
that the third wall would quickly be taken also. And al- 
though their fortifications should prove too strong for the 
Romans to break through them, yet would the famine fight 
for the Romans agunst them."^ 

4. While Josephus was making this exhortation to the 
Jevrs, many, of them jested upon him from the wall, and 
many reproached him ; nay, some threw their darts at him ; 
but when be could not himself persuade them by such open 
good advice, he betook himself to the histories belonging to 
their own nation, and cried out aloud, ^^ O miserable crea* 
tures! are you so unmindful of those diat used to assist you, 
that you will fight by your weapons and by your hands against 
the Romans ? When did we ever conquer any other nation by 
such means ? and when was it that God, wno is the Creator 
of the Jewish people, did not avenge them when they had 
been injured? Wrll not you turn again, and look back, and 
consider whence it is that you fight with such violence, and 
how great a supporter you have profanely abused ? Will not 
you recall to mind the prodigious things done for your fore- 
fathers and this holy place, and how great enemies of yours 
were by him subdued under you ? I even tremble myself in 
declaring the works of God before your ears that are un- 
worthy to hear tliem ; however, hearken to me, that you may 
be informed how you fight, not only against the Romans, 
but agaiast God himself. In old time there wasi one Necao, 
king of Egypt, who was also called Pharaofi ; he came with 
a prodigious army of soldiers, and seized queen Sarah, the 
mother of our nation. What did Abraham our progenitor 
then do ^ Did he defend himself from this injurious person 
by war, i^lthough he had three hundred and eighteen captains 
under him, and an immense army under each of them? In- 
deed he deemed them to be no number at all without God^s 
assistance, and only spread oiit his hands* towards (his holy 

* Josephui tuppoieRy to this bit admirable speecb to tbe Jowr, that oot 
Abraham only, but Pharaoh, king of Egypt, prayed towards a temple at Je- 
rusalem, or toward! Jerusalem itself, in which were Moant Sion, and Monni 
Moriab, on which the\tabemade and temi^e did afterwards atand ; and this 
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place, which you have now polluted, and reckoned upon him 
as upon his invincible supporter, instead' of his own army. 
Was not our queen sent back, without any defilement, to her 
Husband the very next evening ? while the king of Effypt fled 
away, adoring this place, which you have defiled by snedding 
thereon the blood of your own countrymen ; and he also 
trembled at those vision^ which he saw in the night-season, 
and bestowed both stiver and gold on the Hebrews, as on a 
people beloved by God. Shall I say nothing, or shall I 
mention the removal of our fathers into Egypt, who, when 
they were used tyrannically, and were fallen under the power 
of foreign kings for fbur hundred years together, and might 
have defended themselves by war and by fighting, did yet 
do nothing but commit themselves to God ? Who is there that 
does not know bow Egypt was, overrun with all sorts of wild 
beasts, and consumed hy all sorts of distempers ? how their 
land did not bring form its fruit? how, the Nile failed of 
water ? how the ten plagues of Egypt followed upoh one 
another ? and how by those means our lathers were sent away, 
under a guard, without any bloodshed, and without running 
any dangers, because Grod conducted them as his peculiar 
servants? Moreover, did not Palestine groan undertlie ravage 
the Assyrians* made when they carried away our sacred ark ? 
as did tneir idol Dagon, and as also did that entire nation of 
those that carried it away ; how they were smitten with a 
loathsome distemper in the secret parts of their bodies, when 
their very bowels came down together with what they had 
eaten, till those hands that stole it away were obliged to bring 
it back again, and that with the sound of cymoals and tim- 
brels, and other oblations, in order to appease the anger of 
God for their violation of his holy ark. It was God who 
then became, our general, and accomplished these great 
things for our fathers, and this because they did not meddle 
with war and fighting, but committed it to him to judge about 
their afiairs. When Sennacherib, king of Ass;^ria, brought 
along with him all Asia, and encompassed this city round 

loBg befora eikher the Jewish ubcxnacle or temple were built. Nor is the fk- 
mous eoiiim«nd given by God to Abraham* to go two or three days* journejr 
oil purpose to offer up his son Isaac there, uofaTourtJile to such a notion. 

* Note here, that Josephus, in this his same admirable speech, calls the 
Syrians, nay, even the Philistines on the most south part of Syria, ^styrMiit ; 
which Rcland observes as what was common among the ancient writett. Note 
also, that Josephus might well put the Jews in mind, as he does here more 
than once, of their wonderful and truly miraculous detiverance from Senna* 
cherib, king of Assyria ; while the Roman army, and himself with them, were 
now encamped upon and beyond that very spot of ground where the Assyrian 
army lay 780 yean before, and which retained the very name of the Cmmp rf 
ikt M»yrian$ to that vary- day. See ch. viL seeL 3, and ch. xii. sect 2. 
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with his army, did he fall by the hands of men? were iiot 
those hands lifted up to God io prajrers, without meddluig 
with their arms, when an angel of God destroyed that pro- 
digious army in one ni^ht ? when the Assyrian king, as he 
arose the next day, found a hundred fourscore and five 
thousand dead bodies, and when he, with the remainder df 
hfis army, fled away from the Hebrews, though they were 
unarmed, and did not pursue them. You are also acqumted 
with the slavery we were under at Babylon, ^here the people 
*-were captives for seventy years ; yet were they not dekvered 
into freedom i^ain before God made Cyrus his gracions in- 
fiftrument in bringing it about : accordingly they were set free 
by him, and did again restore the wordbip of their deliverer 
at his temple. And, to speak in general, we can produce to 
example wheran our fathers got any success by war, or faited 
<of success when without war they committea themselves to 
God. When they staid at home they conquered, as pleased 
their judge ; but when they went out to fight, they were al- 
.ways disappointed : for example^ when the king of Babylon 
besiegied this very city, and our king Zedekiah fought against 
hitn, contrary to what predictions were made to him by 
-Jeremiah the prophet, he was at once taken prisoner, and 
saw the city and the temple demolished. Yet bow much 
greater was the moderation of that king than is that ctf your 
present governors, and that of the people then under him 
than is that of you at this tim&P for when Jeremiah cried out 
aloud how very angry God was at them because of their 
transgressions, and tdd them they should be taken prisoners 
unless ^ey would sarrender up their city, neither did the 
king nor the people put him to death : but for you (to pass 
over what you have cUme within the city, which I am not able 
to describe as your wickedness deserves), you abuse me, aiid 
throw darts at me, who only exhort you to save yourselves, as 
beiilg provoked when^nou are put in mind of your stns, aitd 
caiynot bear the very mention of those crimes which you 
every day perpetrate. For another example, when Antiochus, 
who was called Epiphan^s, lay before this city, and had been 
guilty of many indignities against God, and our forefathers 
met him. in arms, they then were s!ain in the battle, this city 
was plundered by our enemies, and our sanctuary made deso- 
late for three years and six months. And what need I Hbring 
.any more examples ? Indeed, T'ehat can it be that hath stirred 
up an army of the Romans against our nation ? Is it not the 
impfety of the inhabitants ? Whence* did our servitude comi- 
mence ? Was it not derived from the sedition* that were 
among our forefathers, when tlie madness of Aristobulus and 
Hyrcanas, and our mutual quarrels, brought Pompey upon 
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tlU(dty» jmd ivfaeiiGkipL vedocttd those under subjedtioa toi 
llie' RoDUiii^ wko w«n uowortbjF of the fibeitj they had 
^njayecL After a megs^ tfaeiBfbfe, of three monthsv they 
isiere forced to gurrender themselves^ akhougb they had not 
beeirgaUty of sachojfeiices with regard to our fianocuary and 
our law» as you han^ ; and thi^ while they had nivch greatet^ 
adrantagea to go towar than you have. Do not we know) 
what eM Antigonus^ the sOd^of Aristobuhis, caine to, under 
whose r^gn God provided that this city should be taken agaid 
ufion accoUBtof the .peopled offences? When Haxid^ the 
son of Ant^fiater, brought upon u»So«nus, and Sosius brought . 
' i^Mid us the Roman arkny, they vfere then eneompaseed and 
beneged Sot Ax m^atfas, till, a» a punishment for their nms^ 
ibty were taken, and the city wa& plundered by the ^nemji 
Thuft it appears diat arras were neva* given to ournatiouy 
but that we are' alwajm givcm up to be fbught against, aiid^to 
be taken; for I suppose that «Vich as inhabit tms holy placd 
ought to eommii the disposal of all things to God, and then 
on^ tp disregard the assistance of men when they resign 
themaciVesup to their arbitrator who is above. As fot you^ 
what hove you d<^e of tliose things that are recomn^ended 
by our i^slator? and what have you not Aotto of those 
things that he hath condemned ? How fnuoh more impious ard 
you than those which were so- quickly taken ? You have not 
avcided so much as those sins that are usnally done in seci?et ^ 
I tnean thefts, and tfeachemus plots against men, atid aduU 
teries^ You are quarrelling libout rafpines and murders^ and 
invent strange ways of wickedness. Nay, the temple itself ss 
become the receptacle of all, and this dfvihe place^ is polluted 
by the hands of those of our own country ; which place liadi 
yet been reverenced by the Romans, when it was at a dis- 
tance from: them, when they have suffered many of tlieiaf own 
customs to give place to our law. And after all this^ do yqii 
expect him whom you have so impiously abused to' be your 
supporter ? To be sure, then, you have a right to be pelv- 
tiDU^]:4B,.and to call upon him to as^st you, so ptinre are your 
hands'! Did your king [Hezekiah] lii^ up such hands in prayer 
to God against the king of Assyria, when he destroyed ifnal 
great army m one night ? And do the Romans commit sooh 
wickedness as did the king of Assyria, that you may Jww^ 
^aeon to hope for the like vengeance upon them r* Bid not 
that king accept of money from our king on this condition, 
that he should not destroy the city ; and yet, contrary t6 the 
oath he had taken^ he came down to burn the temfde P while 
thri Romans do demand no more than that accustomed tribute 
which our fathers paid to then- fathers ; and if they m?iy but 
once obt^n that^ they neither aim to deatr^y this city, uorto 
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touch the sanctuary ; nay, they will grant you besides, that 
your posterity Bhall be free, and your possessions secured to 
you, and will preserve your holy laws myiolate to you. And 
It is plain maaness to expect that God should appear as well 
disposed towards the wicked as towards the rignteous, since 
he knows when it is proper to punish men for their nnsimme* 
diately : accordingly he Drake the power of the Assyrians the 
very first night that they pitched their camp. Wherefore, had 
he judged that our nation was worthy of freedom, or the 
Romans of punishment, he had immediately inflicted punish- 
ment upon those Romans, as he did upon the Assyrians, when 
Pompey began to meddle with our nation, or when after him 
Sosius came up against us, or when Vespasian laid waste 
Galilee, or lastly, when Titus came first of all near to this 
city; although Magnus and Sosius did not only suffSer nothing,' 
but took the city by force ; as did V^espasian go from the war 
he made against you to receive the empire ; and as for Titus^ - 
those springs that were formerly almost dried up* when they^ 
were under your power, since he has come run more plentj^ 
fully than they did before: accorchngly you know that Siloam, 
as well as all the other springs that were without the city, did 
so far fail that water was sold by distinct measures ; wnereas 
they now have such a great quantity of water for your ene* 
mies, as is sufficient not only for drink both for themselves 
and their cattle, but for watering their gardens also. The 
same wonderful si^n you had also experience of formerly, 
when the forementioned king of Babylon made war against 
us, and when he took the city, and burnt the temple ; while 
yet, I believe, th^ Jews of that age were not so impious as you 
are. Wherefore I cannot but suppose that Goa is fled out 
of his sanctuary, and stands on the^ide of those against whom 
you fight. Now even a man, if he be but a good man, will 
fly from an impure house, and will hate those that are in it ; 
and do you persuade yourselves that God will abide with 
you in your iniquities, who sees all secret things, and bear» 
what is kept most private ? Now what crime is there, I pray 
you, that is so much as kept secret among you, or is con* 
eealed by you ? nay, what is there that is not open to your 
very enemies.^ for you shew your transgressions after a 
pompous manner, and contend one with another which of 
you shall be more wicked than another ; and you make a 

* Thii drying up of the Jerusalem fountain of S3oam when the Jews wanted 
it, and its flowing abundantly when the enemies of the Jews wanted it, and these 
both in the days of Zedekhh and of Titus (and thb last as a certaia e^ent «eU 
kaovn by the Jews at that time, as Joscphus here tells them openly to their 
faces), are rery remarkable instances of a Divine Providence for the punishment 
of the Jewish nation, when they were grown YCfj wicked, at both ihom timet 
of the destruction of Jerusalem. 
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Siblio deBionstratkm of jour tnjuftioe, a» if it urece Tiitue. 
oweyer, diere is a plaee left for your presenratton, if yau 
be williag to aoeeptof it ; and Grod is easily reocmdled to 
Ikhose that confess their faults and repent of them. O hard- 
hearted wretches as you are ! east away all your arms, and 
take pity of your country already going to ruin ; return from 
jouT wicked wa^s, and have re^Bod to the ^cellency of that 
city you are gomg to betray, to that excellent temple, with 
the donations of so many countries in it. Who could bear 
to be the first that should set that temple on fire? who could 
be willing that these things should be no mcHre P and what is 
there that can better deserve to be preserved ? O insenmble 
creatures, and more stupid than are the stones themselves ! 
And if you cannot look at these things with discerning eyes, 
yet, however, have pity upon your families, and set ocnure 
every one of your eyes, your children, and wives, and pa- 
rents, which will be gradually consumed either by fEumine or 
by war. I am sensible that this danger will extend to my 
mother and wife, and to that family of mine which have been 
by no means igndble, and indeed to one that hath been very 
eminent in old time ; and perhaps you may imagine that it is 
on their account only that I give you this adv^ : if that be 
all, kill them ; nay, take my own blood as a reward, if it may 
but jH'ocure your preservation ; for I am ready to die, in case 
you will but return to a sound mind after my death.*^ 
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CHAP. X. 

How a great many of the People earnestly endeavoured to 
desert to the Romans; as also what intolerable things 
those that staid behind suffered by Fainine^ and the sad 
Consequences thereof. 

§ 1. As Josephus was speaking thus with a loud voice, the 
seditious would neither yield to what he said, nor did they 
deem it safe for them to alter dieir conduct ; but as for the 
people, they had a great inclination to desert to the Romans : 
accordingly some of them sold what they had, and even the 
most precious things that had been laid, up as treasures by 
them, for a very small matter, and swallowed down pieces of 
gold, that they might not be found out by the robbers ; and 
when they had escaped to the Romans, went to stool, and 
had wherewithal to provide plentifully for themselves ; for 
Titos let a great number of them go away into the country 
whither they pleased. And the main reasons why they were 
so ready to desert were these : that now they should be freed 
from those miseries which they had endured in that city, and 
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yet should not bein datery to the RonHUu. Howet^er, John 
and Simon, with their faction^ did move carefulfy vatch these 
men^s going out than they did the coming in of die Romans ; 
and if an^ one did but afford the least shadow of suspidoa of 
such an xntentian^ his throat vas cut immediately- 

2. Rut as for the richer sort, it proTed all one to them 
nrhether they staid in the city or attempted to get out of it ; 
for they were equally destroyed in both cases ; for every snch 
person was put to cCeath under diis ppetence, that they were 
going to desert, but in reality that the robbers might ^t 
what they had. The madness of the seditious did also in- 
crease together with their famine, and both those miseries 
were every day inflamed more and more ; for there was no 
corn which anywhere appeared publicly, but the robb^s 
came running into and seardbed men^s private houses ; and 
then, if. they found any, they tormented them, because tfa^ 
had oenied they had any ; and if they found none, they tor- 
mented them worse, because they supposed they had more 
carefully oonoealed it. The indication they made use of» 
whether they had any or not, was taken from the bodies of 
these miserable wretoies ; which, if they were in good case, 
they supposed they were in no want at all of food ; but if 
they were wasted away, they walked off without searching 
any farther : nor did they think it proper to kill such as these, 
because they saw they would very soon die of themselves for 
want of food. Many there were, indeed, who sold what 
they had for one measure ; it was of wheat, if they were of 
the richer sort, but of barley, if they were poorer. When 
these had so done, they shut themselves up in the inmost 
rooms of their houses, and eat the corn they had gotten ; 
some did it without finding it, by reason of the extremity of 
the want they were m, and others baked bread of it, accord- 
ing as necessity and fear dictated to them ; a table was no- 
where laid for a distinct meal, but they snatched the bread 
out of the fire, half baked, and eat it very hastily. 

S. It was now a miserable case, and a sight that would 
justly bring tears into our eyes, how men stood as to, their 
food, while the more powerful had more than enough, and 
the weaker were lamenting [for want of it]. But the famine 
was too hard for all other passions, and it is destructive to 
Bothing so much as to modesty ; for what was otherwise 
worthy of reverence was in this case despised ; insomuch 
that children pulled the very morsels that tneir fathers were 
eating out of their very mouths ; ai)d, what was still more to 
be pitied, so did the mothers do as to their infants ; and when 
those that were most dear were perishing under their hands, 
they, were not asliamed to take from tlicm the very last drops 
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tlwA mghi firafierYe their Ihres : and wfaik they a<» itfuer tbk 
HMUnieDr) ytt wene they not' oimcealed in to doing; but' the 
«editiou8 everywhere : came upon them immediately^ and 
floatched away from them what they had gotten from others ; 
for when they saw any house shut up^ this was to them a sigL 
ml that the people withiahadgi^ten some food; wfaereopoa 
they broke open the doors aod ran in, and took pieces of 
what they wer^ eating almost up out of their very throats^ 
and this by force: the old men who held their food fast were 
beaten; and if the wotaen hid what they. had within <heir 
liands^ dieir hsir was torn for so doing ; nor was there any 
oomnuseration diewn either to the a^d or to the infimts ; 
but they lifited up children from the ground, at they hung 
upon the nK)r8els they had gotten, imd shook them down 
upon the floor. But still were they more barbarously croel 
to those that had prevented their coming m^ and had actually 
swidlowed down wliat they were going to seize tqKm, as if 
Ib^ had be^i unjustly d^&auded of their right. They also 
invented terrible methods of torments to discover where any 
food was ; and they were these, to stop up the passages of 
the privy parts of the miserable wretches, and to drive sharp 
stakes up their fundaments ; and a man was forced to bear 
what it is terrible even to hear, in order to make him confess 
thi^ he had but one loaf <^ bready or that be might distover 
a handful of barley^meal that was concealed ; sod this* was 
done whffli these tormentors were not themselves hungry ; 
for the thin^ had been less barbarous had necessity forced 
them to it ; but this was done to keep their madness in exep- 
€tae, and as making preparation of provisicms for themselves 
for the following days. These men went also to meet those 
that had crept out ca the city by night, as far as the Roman 
guards, to gather some plants and herbs that grew wild ; and 
whoi those people thought they had got clear of the enemy, 
these taatched from them what they had brought with them, 
even while they had frequently entreated them, and that by 
calling upon the tremendous name of God, to give them 
back some part of what they had brought ; though these 
would not give them the least crumb, and they were to be 
weU contented that they were only spoiled, and not slain at 
the same time. 

4. These were the afflictions which the lower sort of peo- 
ple suffered from these tyrants^ guards ; but for the men that 
were in dignity, and witnal were rich, they were carried be- 
fore the tyrants, themselves; some of which were falsely ac- 
cused of laying treacherous plots, and so were destroyed ; 
others of them were charged with designs of betraying the 
city to the Romans ; but the readiest way of all was this, to 
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luborn somebody to affirm that they were reaolred to desert 
to the enemy. And he who was utteriy despoiled of what 
be had by Simon, was sent back again to John ; as of those 
who bad been akeady plundered by John, Simon got what 
remained ; insomuch that they drank the blood of the po- 
pulace to one another, and divided the dead bodies of the 
poor creatures between them : so that although, on account 
of their ambition after dominion, they contended with each 
other, yet did they very well agree in their wicked practices; 
for he that did not communicate what he got by the miseries 
of others to the other tyrant, seemed to be too little guilty, 
and in one respect only ; and he that did not partake of what 
was so communicated to him grieved at this, as at the loss 
of what was a valuable thing, that he had no share in such 
barbarity. 

5. It IS therefore impossible to go distinctly over every 
instance of these men'^s iniquity. I shall therefore speak my 
mind here at once briefly, that neither did any other city ever 
suffer such miseries, nor did ady age ever breed a generation 
more fruitful* in wickedness than this was, from the be^nning 
of the world. Finally, they brought the Hebrew nation into 
contempt, that they might themselves appear comparatively 
less impious with regard to strangers. They confessed what 
was true, that they were the slaves, the scum, and the spu- 
rious and abortive offspring of our nation ; while they overu 
threw the city themselves, and forced the Romans, whether 
they would or no, to gain a melancholy reputation by acting 
gloriously against them, and did almost draw that fire upon 
the temple which they seemed to think came too slowly ; and 
indeed, when they saw that temple burning from the upper 
city, they were neither troubled at it, nor did they shed any 
tears on that account, while yet these passions were disco- 
vered among the Romans themselves. Which circumstances 
ve shall speak of hereafter in their proper place, when we 
come to treat of such matters. 



CHAP. XI- 



How the Jews were crucified before the Trails of the City- 
Concerning Antiochus Epiphanes, And how the Jews 
overthrew the Banks thai had been raised by the Ro- 
mans. 

§ 1. So now Titus^s banks were advanced a great way, not- 
withstanding his soldiers had been very much distressed from 
the wall. He then sent a party of horsemen, and ordexed 
they should lay ambushes ior those that went out into the 
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valleys to gather food. SoiDe of these "^ere indeed fighting 
men, who were not contented with what they got by rapine ; 
but the greater part of them were poor people, who wero 
deterred from deserting by the concern they, were under for 
their own relations; for they could not hope to escape away, 
tqeether with their wives afid children, without the know» 
ledge of the seditious ; nor could they think of leaving these 
relations to be slain b^ the robbers on their account ; nay, 
the severity of the famine made them bold in thus going out : 
so nothing remained but that, when they were concealed from 
the robbm, they should be taken by the enemy ; and when 
they were going to be taken, they were forced to defend them- 
selves for fear of being punished ; as after they had fought, 
they thought it too late to make any supplications for mercy : 
so they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts 
of tortures, before they died, and were then crucified before 
the wall of the city. This miserable procedure made Titus 
greatly to pity them, while they caught every day five hun- 
dred Jews ; nay, some days they caught more : yet did it not 
appear to be safe for him to let those that were taken by 
force to go their way, and to set a guard over so many he 
saw would be to make such as guarded them useless to him. 
The main reason why he did not forbid that cruelty was this, 
that he hoped the Jews mi^ht perhaps yield at that siffht^ 
out of fear lest they might themselves afterwards be liabfeto 
the same cruel treatment. So the soldiers, out of the ivrath 
and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed tliose they caught, one 
after one way and another after another, to the crosses, by 
way of jest, when their multitude was so ^at that room was 
wanting for the crosses, and crosses wantmg for the bodies.* 
2. But so far were the seditious from repenting at this sad 
sight, that, on the contrary, they made the rest of the jnul- 
titude believe otherwise ; for they brought the relations of 
those that had deserted upon the wall, with such of the po- 

f»ulace as were \ery eager to go over upon the security of- 
ered them, and shewed them what miseries those underwent 
who fled to the Romans ; and told them, that those who were 
caught were supplicants to them, and not such as were taken 
prisoners. This siffht kept many of those within the city who 
were so eager to desert, till the truth was known ; yet did 
some of them run away immediately as unto certain punish- 
ment, esteeming death from their enemies to be a quiet de« 

* Reluid rery properly Ukct notice here, bow Jaitly thk jadgmeot came 
upon tlie Jeirs, when they were crucified in such multitudes together that (he 
Bomani wanted room for the eroMe^, and cfe««e# for the bodies of these Jews, 
aince they had brought this judgment on themselyes by the crutifixian of their 
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paiture, if oompflred wttfa thai hj fasiiiie. So Titus com- 
nuinded that the hands of many of thoee that wert caught 
'Should be «ut ofl^ that they mi^t not be thought deserters^ 
and might be credited on account of the calamity they were 
oBder, and sent them in to John and Simon, with vm ex- 
hortation, that " they would now at length leave off [their 
madness]^ and not force him to destroy the city, "whereby they 
would have those advantages of repentance even in their ut- 
most distress, that they would preserve their own lives, and 
ao fine a city of their own, and that temple which was their 
peculiar.^ He then went round about trie banks that were 
cast up, and hastened them in order to shew that his words 
diould in no long time be followed by his deeds. In answer 
to which, the seditious cast reproaches upon Csesar himself, 
and upon his father also, and cried out with a loud voice, 
Uiat ** they contemned deslth, and did well in preferring it 
before slavery ; that they would do all the mischief to the 
Romans they could, while they had breath in thera ; and that 
for their own city, since they were, as he said, to be destroy- 
ed, they had no concern about it, and that the world itself 
was a better temple to God than this ; that yet this temple 
would be preserved by him that inhabited therein, whom ^ 
they still had for their assistant in this ^mr, and did there- 
fore laugh at all his threatenings, which would come to no- 
thing ; because the conclusion of the whole depended upon 
Cbd only.*** These word^ were mixed with reproaches, and 
with them they made a mighty clamour. 

3. In the meantime Antiochus Epiphanes came to the 
city, having with him a considerable number of other armed 
men, and a band called the Maceddnian band about him, all 
of the same age, tall, and just past their childhood, armed 
and instructed after the Macedonian manner, whence it was 
that they took that name. Yet were many of them unwor- 
thy of so famous a nation ; for it had so happened that the 
king of Commagena had flourished more than any other k'mgs 
that were under the power of the Homans, till a change hap- 
pened in his condition ; and when he was become an old man, 
he declaredplainly, that we ought not to call any man happy 
before he is dead. But this son of his, who was then come 
thither before his'father was decaying, said; that ** he could 
not but wonder what made the Romans 90 tardy in -making 
their attacks upon the wall.'* Now he waa a warHke macn, 
and naturally bold in exposing himself to dangers ; he waf 
also so strong a mart that his boldness seldc^m tailed of hav- 
ing success ; upon this Titus smiled and said, ** be would 
share the pains of an attack with him.'' However, Antio- 
chus went as he then was, and with his Macedonians made a 
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middeB afsauk upon the wfiU ;.«od indeed^ for his own part, 
his fltreogtli and «kiU were m gneat that he guarded bmiialf 
from the Jewish datto, amd, yet shot his darts at* theai^ while 
yet the young men with hint ware abooist all sorely galled; 
Hbr they bsd so ^eat a regard to the promisee that had been 
made of their courage, that they would needs persevere m 
thei^ ^idng^ and at length many of them retired, but not 
till they were wounded ; and th^ they p^^rceived ihat true 
.Mafoedonians, if they were to be conquerors, must hare 
Alexander's good fortune also. 

4. Now aa tbeBomaQs began to raise their hanks on the 
twelfth day of the month. Artemisius [Jyarl, so had Chey 
much ado .to finish them, by the twenty-ninth day of the same 
months after they had labotu^ hard for seventeen days con^ 
tinually. For there were now four great banks raised, one 
.of which was at the tower Antonia ; this was raised by the 
fifth legion, oter aminst the middle of that pool which was 
called SirmAhiS* Anotli^r was cast up by the twelfth legion, 
at the distjsace of about twenty cubits fron the other. .But 
the labours of the tenth' legion, which lay a great way off 
these, woi^-on the north quarter, aiid at the pool called 
Am^gdokm ; as was tbast of the fifteenth legion about thirty 

' Gubttii from: it^ and at liiehigli-priest'a monument. And now, 
when the engines were brongbt, John had from within under* 
mined the space that was over agai^t the tower of Antonia^ 
as fiur as the banks thiemselves, and bad supported the ground 
over the mine with beams laid across one another, whereby 
the Roman works stood upon an uncertain foundation* 
Then did he order sudi .materials to be brought in as were 
daubed ov^r with fntoh and bitumen, and set them on fire ; 
afid, as the cross beams that supported the banks were bum* 
ing, the diteh yielded on the sudden, and the banks were 
ehaken down, and jGell into the ditch with a prodigious ncuse. 
Now at the tirst there arose a very thick smoke and dust, as 
the fire was choked with the fall of the bank ; but as the 
suffiseated materials were now gradually consumed, a plain 
flame brake out, xxi which sudden appearance of the fiame 
a consternation M\ upon the Bomans, and the shrewdness of 
the contrivance discoui^aged them : and indeed this accident 
ckHning upon them at a time when they thought they had al- 
ready gained their point, cooled their hc^s for the time to 
oome. They also thought it would be to no; purpose to take 

,tbe pains to extinguish the fire, since, if it were extinguished, 
the banks were swallowed up already [and become useless 
to-tbeni]. 

5. Two days after this, Simon and his party made an at- 
tempt to destroy the other ba«ks; for the Romans had 
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broaght their engines to bear there, and began already to 
make the wall shake. And here one Teptheus of Garsis, a 
city of Galilee ; and Megassarus, one who was derived from 
some of queen Mariamne^s servants, and with them one from 
Adiabene, he was the son of Naluiteus, and called bf the 
name of Chagiras^ from the ill fortune he had, the word sie- 
nifying a lame many snatched some torches, and ran suddenly 
upon the migines. Nor were there during this war any men 
that ever sallied out of the city who were their superiors, 
either in their own boldness or in the terror they struck into 
their enemies ; for they ran out upon the Romans, not as 
if they were enemies, but friends, without fear or delay ; nor 
did they leave their enemies till they had rushed violently 
through the midst of them, and set their machines on fire. 
And though they had darts thrown at them on eveiy side, 
and were on every side assaulted with their enemies'* swords, 
yet did they not withdraw themselves out of the dangers they 
were in, till the fire had caught hold of the instruments ; but 
when the flame went up, the Romans came running from 
their camp to save their engines. Then did the Jews niuder 
their succours from the wul, and fought with those that en- 
deavoured to quench the fire, without any regard to the 
danger their bodies were in. So the Romans pulled the en- 
gines out of the fire, while the hurdles that covered them 
were on fire ; but the Jews caught hold of the battering 
rams through the flame itself, and held them fast, although 
the iron upon them was become red hot ; and now the fire 
spread itketf from the engines to the banks, and prevented 
tnose that came to defend them ; and all this while die Ro- 
mans were encompassed round about with the flame, and 
despairing of saving their works from it, they retired to their 
camp. Then did the Jews become still more and more in 
number, by the coming of those that were within the city to 
their assistance ; and as they were very bold upon the good 
success they had had, their violent assaults were almost irre- 
. sistible ; nay, they proceeded as far as the fortifications of 
the enemies'* camp, and fought with their guards. Now there 
stood a body of soldiers in array before that camp, which 
succeeded one another by turns in their armour ; and as to 
thQse, the law of the Romans was terrible, that he who left 
his post there, let the occasion be whatsoever it mi^t be, he 
was to die for it ; so. that body of soldiers, preferring rather 
to die in fighting courageously than as a punishment for 
their cowardice, stood finn ; and at the necessity these men 
were in of standing to it, piany of the others that had run 
away out of shame turned back again ; and when they had 
set the engines against the wall, they kept the multitude 
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from coiDing more of them out of the mty, [which they could 
the more easily do] because they had made no provision for 
preserving or guarding their bodies at this time ; for the Jews 
fought now hand to hand with all that came in their way, 
and, without any caution, fell against the points of their ene- 
mies^ spears, and attacked them, bodies against bodies ; {or 
they were now too hard for the; Romans, not so much by 
their other warlike actions as by these courageous assaults 
they made upon them ; and the Romans gave way more to 
their boldness than they did to the sense of the harm they had 
received from them. 

6. And now Titus was come from the tower of Antonia, 
whither he was gone to look out for a place for raising other 
banks, and reproached the soldiers greatly for permitting 
their own walls to be in danger, when they had taken the 
walls of their enemies, and sustained the fortune of men be- 
sieged, while the Jews were allowed to sally out against them, 
though they were already in a sort of prison. He then went 
round about the enemy with some chosen troops, and fell 
upon their flank himself ; so the Jews, who had been before 
assaulted in their faces, wheeled about to Titus, and conti- 
nued the fight. The armies also were now mixed one among 
another, and the dust that was raised so far hindered them 
from seeing one another, and the noise that was made so far 
hindered them from hearing one another, that neither side 
could discern an enemy from a friend. However, the Jews 
did not flinch, though not so much from their real strength 
as from their despair of deliverance. The Romans also would 
not yield, by reason of the regard they had to glory and to 
their reputation in war, and because Caesar himself went info 
the danger before them ; insomuch that I cannot but think 
the Romans would, in the conclusion, have now taken even 
the whole multitude of the Jews, so very angry were they at 
them, had these not prevented the upshot of the battle, and 
retired into the city. However, seeing the banks of the Ro- 
mans were demolisned, these Romans were very much cast 
down upon the loss of what had cost them so lon^ pains, and 
this in one bourns time. And many indeed despaired of 
taking the city with their usual engines of war only. 



CHAP. XII. 



Tittis thought Jit to encompass the city round with a waH ; 
after xchich the Famine consumed the People by whole 
Houses and Families together, 

§ I. Ano now did Titus consult with his commanders what 
was to be done. Those that were of the warmest tempers 
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thot^bt he flhookt bring the vrheie army aniast the dty, and 
atorm the wall; £<»- that hitherto no more Sian a part of their 
army had fought with the Jews ; but that in case the entire 
army was to come at once, they would not be able to sustain 
their attacks, but would be overwhelmed by their darts. Bat 
of those that Wj&re for a more cautious mani^ment, some 
were for raising their banks again, and others advised to let 
the banks alone, but to liestUl before the city, to guard against 
the coming out of the Jews, and against their carrying provi- 
mons into the city, and so to leave the enemy to the famine, 
and this without direct fighting with them ; for that despair 
was not to be conquered, especially as to those who are de- 
sirous to die by the sword, while a more terrible misery than 
that is reserved for them. However, Titus did not think it 
fit for so great an army to lie entiriely idle, and that yet it was 
in vain to fight with those that would be destroyed one hj 
another: he also shewed them how impracticable it was to 
cast up any more banks for want of materials, and to guard 

r'lnst the Jews coming out still more impracticable ; as 
, that to encompass the whole city round with his 
army was not very easy, by reason of its magnitude and the 
difficulty of tho^situation, and on other accounts dangerous 
upon the sallies the Jews might make out of the city. For 
although they might guard the known passages out of the 
place, yet would they, when they found themsdves under the 
greatest distress, contrive secret passers out, as being well 
acquainted with all such places; and if any provisions were 
carried in by stealth, the si^e would thereby be longer de- 
layed. He also owned that he was afraid that* the length of 
time thus to be spent would diminish the gloiy of his suocess; 
for though it be true that length of time will perfect every 
thing, yet that to do what we do in a little time is still neces- 
sary to the gaining reputation. That therefore his opinion 
was, that if they aimed at quickness joined with security, they 
must build a wall round about the whole city, which was, he 
thought, the only way to prevent the Jews from coming out 
any way, and that then they would either entirely despair of 
saving the city, and so would surrender it up to him, or be 
still the more ea»ly conquered when the famine had far- 
ther weakened them. For that besides this wall, he would 
not lie entirely at rest afterward, but would take care then 
to have banks raised again, when those that would oppose 
them were become weaker. But that if any one should 
think such a work to be too great, and not to be finished 
without much difficulty, he ought to consider that it is not 
fit for Romans to undertake any small work ; and that none 
but Qod himself could with ease accomplish any great thing 
whatsoever. 
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. 8. Tbeae aigumeiltB prevailed with the comniandcri. So 
Titus ffave orden that the anny should be distributed to their 
seyeralshaies of this work ; and indeed there now came upon 
th^ soldiers a certain divine fury, so that they did not only 
part the whole wall that was to be built among them, nor did 
only one le^^ion strive with another, but the lesser divimons of 
the army did Uie same ; insomuch that each soldier was am* 
Intious to please his decurion, each decurion his centurion, 
each centurion his tribune, and the ambition of the tribunes 
was to please their superior commanders ; while Csesar him^ 
self took notice of, and rewarded the like contention in Uiose 
commanders ; for he went round about the works many times 
every day, and took a view of what was done. Titus began 
the wall from the camp of the Assyrians, where his own camp 
was pitched, and drew it down to the lower parts of Ceno- 

Slis ; thence it went along the valley of Cedron, to the 
ount of Olives ; it then bent toVards the south, and en- 
compassed the mountain as far as the rock called Perktereonf 
and that other hill which lies n^t it, and is over the valley 
which reaches to Siloam ; whence it bended again to the west, 
and went down to the valley'of the fountain, beyond which 
it went up again at the monument of Ananus the higlupriest, 
and encompassing that mountain where Pompey had formerly 
pitched his camp, it returned back to the north side of the 
<dty, and was carried on as far as a certain village called the 
House of the Erebinihi; aft^r which it encompassed Herod's 
monument, and there, on the east, was jcnned to Titus's own 
camp, where it began. Now the length of this wall was forty 
furlonffs, one only abated. Now at this wall, without, were 
erected thirteen places to keep garrison in, whose circumfer- 
ences put together amounted to ten furiongs. The whole 
was completed in three days ; so that what would naturally 
have required some months was done in so short an interviu 
as is incredible. When Titus had therefore encompassed 
the city with this wall, and put garrisons into proper places, 
he went round the wall at the first watch of tne night, and 
observed how the guard was kept ; the second watch he aU 
lotted to Alexander; the commanders of Wions took the 
third watch. They also cast lots among themselves who 
should be upon the watch in the night-time, and who should 
go all night long round the spaces tliat were interposed be- 
tween the flarrisons. 

3. So all hope of escaping was now cut off from the Jews, 
toffether with their liberty of going out of the city. Then 
did the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people 
by whole houses and families; the upper rooms were full of 
women and children that were dying by famine, and the 
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lanes of the ohy were full of the dead bodies of the aged ; 
the children also and the young men wandered about the 
market-places like shadows, all swelled with the faminei and 
fell down dead wheresqever their misery seized them. As 
for burying them, those that were sick themselves were not 
able to do it, and those that were hearty and well were de- 
terred from doing it by the great multitude of those dead bo- 
dies^ and by the uncertainty there was how soon they should 
die themselves ; for n^any died as they were burying others, 
and many went to their coffins before that fatal hour was 
come. Nor were there any lamentations made under these 
calamities, nor were heard any mournful complaints ; but the 
famine confounded all natural passions ; for those who were 
just going to die looked upon those that were gone to their 
rest before them with dry eyes and open moutns. A deep 
silence also, and a kind of deadly night, had seised upon tb!^ 
city ; while yet the robbers were still more terrible than these 
miseries were themselves ; for they brake open those houses 
which were no other than graves of dead bodies, and plun- 
dered them of what they had, and carrying off the coverings 
of their bodies, went out laughing, and tried the points of 
their swords in their dead bodies ; and in order to prove 
what mettle they were made of, they thrust some of those 
through that still lay alive upon the ground ; but for those 
that entreated them to lend them their right hand and their 
sword to dispatch them, they were too proud to grant their 
requests, and left them to be consumed by the famine. Now 
every one of these died with their eyes fixed upon the tem- 
ple, and left the seditious alive behind them. Now the sedi- 
tious at first gave orders that the dead should be buried out 
of the public treasury, as not enduring the stench of their 
dead bodies. But afterwards, when they could not do that, 
they had them cast down from the walls into the valleys be- 
neath. 

4. However, when Titus, in going his rounds along those 
valleys, saw them full of dead bodies, and the thick putre- 
faction running about them,, he gave a groan, and spreading 
out his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was 
not his doing ; and such was the sad case of the city itself. 
But the Romans were very joyful, since none of the seditious 
could now make sallies out of the city, because they were 
themselves disconsolate, and the famine already touched them 
also. These Romans besides had great plenty of com and 
other necessaries out of Syria, and out of the neighbouring 
proviiKes ; many of which would stand near to the wall of 
the city, and shew the people what great quantities of provi- 
sions tney had, and so make the enemy more sensible of their 
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famine by the great plentTy even lo' satiety, which they had 
themselTes. However, when the seditious still shewed no in- 
droatioDs of yielding, Titus, out of his commiseration of the 
pec^le that remained, and out of his earnest desire of res- 
cuing what was still left out of these miseries, b^^an to raise 
his banks again, although materials for them were hard to 
be ccMine at; for all the trees that were about the city had 
been already cut down for the making of the former banks. 
Yet did the soldiers bring with them other materials from the 
distance of ninety furlongs, and thereby raised banks in four 
parts, much greater than the former, though this was done 
only at the tower of Antonia. So Caesar went his rounds 
through the legions, and hastened on the worfcs, and shewed 
the robbers tlwt they were now in his hands. But these men, 
and these only, were incapable of repenting of the wicked- 
ness, they had been guilty of; and separating their souls 
from their bodies, they used them both as if they belonged 
to other folks, and not to themselves : for no gentle affection 
could touch their souls, nor could any pain affect their bodies, 
since they could still tear the dead bodies of the people as 
dogs do, £ind fill the prisons with those that were sick. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The great Slatighters and Sacnlege that were in Jerusalem. 

§ 1. Accordingly Simon would not suffer Matthias, by 
whose means he got possession of the city, to go off without 
torment. ' This Matthias was the son of Boethus, and was 
one of the high-priests, one that had been very faithfiil to 
the people, and in great esteem with them : he, when the 
multitude were distressed by the zealots, among whom John 
was numbered, persuaded the people to admit this Simon to 
come in to assist them, while he had made no terms with 
him, nor expected any thing that was evil from him. But 
when Simon was come in, and had gotten the city under his 
power, he esteemed him that had advised them to admit him 
as his enemy equally with the rest, as looking upon that ad- 
vice as a piece of his simplicity only ; so he had him then 
brought before him, and condemned to die for being on the 
flide of the Romans, without giving him leave to make his 
defence. He condemned also his three sons to die with him ; 
for as to the fourth, he prevented him by running away to 
Titus before. And when he begged for this, that he might 
be slmn before his sons, and that as a favour, on account tnat 
he had procured the gates of the city to be opened to him, 
he gave order that he should be slain the last of them all ; so 
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lie was Bot alahi till be had seen his sons dain before his eyee^ 
and that by bong produced o^er against the Romans; for 
such a charge had Simon given to Ananus, the son of Bama^ 
dus, who was the most barbarous of all his ffuards. He also 
jested upon him, and told him that he mi^t now see whe- 
ther those to whom he intended to go over would send him 
any succours or not ; but still he forbade their dead bodies 
should be buried. After the slaughter of these, a certain 
priest, Ananias, the son of Masambulus, a person of emii 
nency, as also Aristeus, the scribe of the sanhedrim, and bom 
at Emmaus, and with them fifteen men of figure among the 
people, were slain. They also kept Josepfaus^s fadier ^ in 
prison, and made public proclamation that no citizen whatsou 
ever should either speak to him himself, or go into his com- 
pany among others, for fear he should betray them. They 
also slew such as Joined in* lamenting these men, without any 
farther examination. 

2. Now when Judas, the son of Judas, who was one of 
Simon^s under officers, and a person intrusted by him to keep 
one of the towers, saw this procedure of Simon, he called to- 
gether ten of those under him that were most faithful to him 
(perhaps this was done partly out of pity to those that had so 
barba^usly been put to death, but principally in order to 

i)rovide for his own safety), and spake thus to tnem : *^ How 
ong shall we bear these miseries ? or what hopes have we 
of deliverance by thus continuing faithful to such wicked 
wretches P Is not the famine already come against us ? Are 
not the Romans in a mann» gotten within the city ? Is not 
Simon become unfaithful to his benefactors ? and is there not 
.reason to fear he will very soon bring us to the like putiisht- 
Blent, while the security the Romans offer us is sure ? Come 
on, let us surrender up this wall, and save ourselves and the 
city. Nor will Simon oe very much hurt, if, now he despairs 
of deliverance, he be brought to justice a little sooner than 
he thinks on.^ Now these ten were prevailed upon by thoae 
arguments ; so he sent the rest of those that were under him', 
.some one way and some another, that no discovery might be 
made of what they had resolved upon. Accordingly he called 
to the Romans frcHn the tower about the thura hour ; but 
they, some of them out of pride, despised what he said, and 
others of them did not believe him to be in earnest^ though 
the greatest number delayed the matter, as believing they 
should get possession of the cit]^ in a little time without any 
hazard. But when Titus was just coming thither with hift 
armed men, Simon was acquainted with the matter before he 
came, and presei|tly took the tower int6 bis own eiistodif 
before it was surrendered, and seized upo» these men, and 
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put theon ID death in the sidit of the BdmAii$ themselves; 
and when he had mngled uieir dead bodie^^ he threw theia 
down befiH?e the waU of the aty. 

S. tn the mean time Josephus, a3 be was going round the 
citjy had hiB, bead wounded b^ a stone that was thrown at 
him, upon which he fell down as giddy.. Upon wbi<ih fall 
of his, the Jews made a sally, andne had been hurried aw^, 
into the city, if Caesar had not sent men to protect him imme- 
diately ; and as these men were fighting, Josephus was taken 
up, though he heard little of what was done. So the sedi-< 
tious supposed they had now slain that man whom they were 
the most desirous of killing, and made thereupon a great noise 
in way of rejoidng. This accident was told m the city ; and 
the multitude that remained became very disconsolate at the 
news, as being pi^rsuaded that he was really dead on whose 
account alope tl^y could venture to desert to the Romans, 
But when Josephus^s mother heard in prison that her son 
was dead, she said to those that watched about her, that 
** die bad always been of opinion, since the siege of Jotapata 
[that he would be slain], and she should never enjoy him 
alive any more.^ She also made great lamentation privately 
to the maid-servants that were about her, and said, that 
'^ this was all the advantage she had of bringing so extra-* 
ordinary a person as this son into the world, that she should 
not b^ able even to bury that son of hers, by whom she €%^ 
pected to have been buried herself/' Ho^vever, this false 
report did not put his .mother to pain, nor afford merriment^. 
to the robbers long ; for Josephus soon recovered of his 
wound, and came out, and cried out aloud, that ^* it would 
not be lon^ ere they ^ould be punished for this wound they 
bad eiven him.^ He also made a fresh exhortation to .the 
people, to come out upon the security that would be given 
them. This sight of Josephus encouraged the people great*^ 
ly, and brought a great consternation upon the seditious. 

4. Hereupon some of the deserters, having no other way,, 
leaped down from the wall immediately, while others of them 
went out of the city with stones, as if they would fight them ; 
but thereupon they fled away to the Romans. But here a 
worse fate accompanied these than what they had found 
within the city ; and they met with a quicker dispatch, from 
the too great abundance they had among the Romans, than 
th^ could have done from the famine among the Jews ; for^ 
when they came first to the Romans, they were puffed u^by! 
the famine, and swelled like men in a dropsy ; after which^ 
they all on the sudden over-filled those bodies that were be^ 
fore empty, and so burst asunder, excepting such only as were 
dulful eaoMj^ torestriun their appetit^s^ and by degrees took 
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in their food tntd bodies unaccustomed thereto. Yet did an- 
other plague seize upon those that were thus preserved ; for 
there was found among the Syrian deserters a certun person, 
who was caught gathering pieces of gold out of the excre- 
ments of the Jews^ bellies ; for the deserters used to swallow 
such pieces of gold, as we told you before, when they came 
out ; and for these did the seditious search them all ; for 
there was a great quantity of gold in the city, insomuch that 
as much was now sold [in the Roman camp] for twelve Attic 
[drams] as was sold before for twenty-five. But when this 
contrivance was discovered in one instance, the fame of it 
filled their several camps that the deserters came to them 
full c>f gold. So the multitude of the Arabians, with the 
Syrians, cut up those that came as supplicaats, and searched 
their bellies. Nor does it seem to me tnat %ny misery befell 
the Jews that was more terrible than this, since in one eighths 
time about two thousand of these deserters were thus dis- 
sected. 

5. When Titus came to the knowledge of this wicked prac- 
tice, he had like to have surrounded thosetliat had been guilty 
' of it with his horse, and have shot them dead ; and he hact 
done it, had not their number been so very greit, and those 
that were liable to this punishment would have been mani- 
fold more than those whom they had slain. However, he 
called together the commanders of the auxiliary troops he had 
with him, as well as the commanders of the Roman legions 
(for some of his owa soldiers had been also guilty herein, as 
he had been informed), and had great indignation against 
both sorts of them, and said to them, " What ! have any of 
my own soldiers done such things as this out of the unoer- 
tarn hope of gain, without regarding their own weapons, 
which are made of silver and gold ? Moreover, do the Ara- 
bians and Syrians now first of all begin to govern themselves 
as they please, and to indulge their appetites in a foreign war, 
and then, out of their barbarity in murdering men, and out 
of their hatred to the Jews, get it ascribed to the Romans ?^ 
For this infamous practice was said to be spread among some 
of his own soldiers also. Titus then threatened that he 
would put such men to death if any of them were discovered 
to be so insolent as to do so again ; moreover, he gave it in 
charge to the legions, that' they should make a search after 
such as were Suspected, and should bring them to him. But 
it appeared, that the love of money was too bard for all their 
dread of punishment, and a vehemcfnt desire of gain is na- 
tural to men, and no passion is so venturesome as covetous- 
ness ; otherwise such passions have certain bounds, and are 
subordinate to fear. But in i-eality it Wds Cr^d who con- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. XIII. THE JAWI8H "VfAK. 183 

demned the wbole nation, and tiirned evoy course (hat was 
tak^ for their preservation to their destruction. This, ther^ 
fore, whidi was forbidden by CsBsar under such a th^reaten- 
4ng, was ventured upon private]^ against the deserters, and 
these barbarians would go out still, and meet those that ri^n 
away before any saw them, and looking about them to see 
that no Roman spied them, they dissected them, and pulled 
this polluted money out of their bowels ; which money was 
atill found in a few of them, while yet a great many were de- 
stroyed by the bare hope there was of thus getting by them ; 
which miserable treatment made many that were deserting to 
return back again into the dty. 

6. But as for John, when he could no loneer plunder the 
people, he betook himself to sacrilege, and melted down many 
4xf the sacred utensUs, which had been given to the temple, 
as also many of those vessels which were necessaiy for such 
as ministered about holy things, the caldrons, the dishes, and 
the tables ; nay, he did not abstain from those pouring ve^s 
that were sent them by Augustus and his wii^ ; for the Ro- 
man emperors did ever both honour and adorn this temple ; 
whereas this man, who was a Jew, seized upon what were the 
donations of foreigners, and said to those that were With him, 
that it was proper for them to use divine things, whUe they 
were fighting for the Divmity, without fear, and that such 
whose warfare is for the temple should live off the temple \ 
on which account he emptied the vessels of that sacred wine 
and oil, which the priests kept to be poured on the burnt- 
offerings, and which lay in the inner court of the temple, and 
distributed it among the multitude, who, in their anoinUng 
themselves, and drinking, used [each of them] above a hin 
of them. And here I cannot but speak my mind, and vhat 
the concern I am under dictates to me, ana it is this ; I sup- 

^pose, that had the Romans made any longer delay vtt coming 
against these villains, that the city would either have been 
swallowed up by the ground opening upon them, or been 
overflowed by water, or else been destroyed by such thunder 
as the country of Sodom* perished by ; for it had brought 
forth a generation of men much more atheistical than were 
those that suffered such punishments ; for by their madness 
it was that all the people came to be destroyed. 

7. And, indeed, why do I relate these particular calamities? 

* Josephus, both here and before« B. i?. ch. riii. sect 4, estceroe the land of 
Sodom, not as part of the lake Asphaltitis, or under its waters, but near it only, 
as Tacitus also took the same notion from him, Hist. v. vi. 7* which the great 
Reland takes to be die very truth, both in hb note on this place^ and in his Pa- 
lestina, torn, i, page 254-268, though I rather suppose part of that region of 
Pentaporui to be now under the waters of the south part of that sea, but perhap« 
net tb« whole country. 
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while Manneusi the son of Lazftrus, came Tanning to Tltus 
at this very time, a&d told him, that there had been carried 
out through that one gate, which was entrusted to his care, 
no fewer than a hundred and fifteen thousand eight hiindred^ 
and eighty dead bodies, in the interval between the four- 
teenth day of the month Xanthicus [Nisan] when the Ro- 
mans pitched their camp by the city, and the first day of the 
month Panemus [Tamuz]. This was itself a prodigious mul- 
titude ; and though this man was not himseli set as a gover- 
nor at that gate, yet was he appointed to pay the public 
stipend for carrying these bodies out, and so was obliged of 
necessity to number them, while the rest were buried by their 
relations ; though all their burial was but this, to bring them 
away and cast them out of the city. After this man, there 
ran away to Titus many of the eminent citizens, and told him 
the entire number of the poor that were dead, and that no 
fewer than six hundred thousand were thrown out at the 
gates ; though still the number of the rest could not be dis- 
covered : and they told him farther, that when they were no 
loneer able to carry out the dead bodies of the poor, they 
laid their corpses on hei^s in very large houses, and shut 
them up therein ; as also that a meaimnus of wheat was sold 
for a taknt, and that when, a while afterward, it was not pos- 
sible to gather herbs, by reason the citv was all walled about, 
some persons were driven to that terrible distress as to search 
the common shores and old dunghills of cattle, and to eat 
the dung which they got there ; and what they of old ooiiU 
not endure so much as to see, they now used for food. When 
the Romans barely heard all this, they commiserated their 
ease; while the seditious, who saw it also, did not repent, 
but suffered the same distress to come upon themselves ; fer 
they were blinded by that fate which was abready coming 
upon the city, and upon themselves also. 
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BOOK VI. 



Containing the Interval ofaixmt One Month. 

FEOM THE GREAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WEI^E 
REDUCED, TO THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY TITUS. 



CHAP. I. 

T%U the Miseries of the Jews stiU grew worse ; andhow the 
Romans made an Assault upon the Tower ofAnUmia. 

§ 1. Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem grow worse and 
worse every day ; and the seditious were stiU more irritated 
by the calamities they were under, even while the £Eunine 
preyed upon themselves after it had preyed upon the people. 
And indeed the multitude of carcasses that lay in heaps one 
upon another was a horrible sight, and produced a pestilen- 
tial stench, which was a hinderance to those that would make 
sallies out of the city, and fight the enemy ; but as thos^ 
were to go in battle array, who had been already used to ten 
thousand murders, and must tread upon those dead bodies as 
they marched along, so were they not terrified, nor did they 
pity men as they marched over them ; nor did they deeqi 
this affront offered to tlie deceased, to be any ill omen to 
themselves ; but as they had their right hands already pol- 
luted with the murders of their own countrymen, and in th^t 
condition ran out to fight with foreigners, they seem to me to 
have cast a reproach upon God himself, as if he were too slow 
in punishing them : for the war was not now gone on with 
as if they had any hope of victory ; for they gloried after a 
brutish maimer, m that despair of dehverance they were al- 
ready in. And now the Romans, although they were greatly 
distressed ingettingtogether theirmaterids, raised their banks 
in one and twenty days, after they had cut down all the trees 
that were in the country that adjoined to the city, and that 
for ninety furlongs round about, as I have already related. 
And truly the very view itself of the country was a melan*. 
choly thing; for those places which were before adorned 
urith trees and pleasant gardens, were now become a deso- 
late coantry every way, and its trees were all cut down ; nor 
could any foreigner tnat had formerly seen Judea, and the 
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most beautiftd suburbs of the city, and now saw it as a de- 
sert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great a change ; fm* 
the war bad laid all the signs of beauty quite waste ; nor, if 
any one that had known the place before, had come on a 
sudden to it now, would he have known it agun ; but though 
he were at the city itself, yet would he have inquired for it 
notwithstanding. 

S. And now the banks were finished, they afforded a foun* 
dation for fear both to the Romans and to the Jews ; for the 
Jews expected that the city would be taken, unless they 
could bum those banks ; as did the Romans expect that, if 
these were once burnt down, they sliould never be able to 
take it ; for there was a mighty scarcity of materials, and the 
bodies of the soldiers began to fail with such hard labours, as 
did their souls faint with so many instances of ill success; nay, 
the very calamities themselves that were in the city proved a 

S eater discouragement to the Romans than to those within 
e city ; for they found the fighting men of the Jews to be 
not at all mollified among such their sore afflictions, while 
they had themselves perpetually less and less hopes of success, 
and their banks were forced to yield to the stratagems of the 
enemy, their engines to the firmness of their wall, and their 
closest fights to the boldness of their attack ; and, what was 
their greatest discouragement of all, they found the Jews* 
courageous souls to be superior to the multitude of the mise- 
ries they were under by their sedition, their famine, and the 
war itself; insomuch that they were ready to imagine, that 
the violence of their attacks was invincible, and that the ala- 
crity thdy shewed would not be discouraged by their calami- 
ties ; for what would not those be able to bear if they should 
be fortunate, who turned their very misfortunes to the im- 
provement of their valour ? These considerations made the 
Romans to keep a stronger guard about their banks than they 
formerly had aone. 

8. But now John and his party took care for securing 
themselves afterward, even in case this wall should be thrown 
down, and fell to their work before the battering rams were 
brought against them. Yet did they not compass what they 
endeavoured to do, but as they were gone out with their 
torches, they came back under great discouragement before 
they come near to the banks : and the reasons were these, 
that, in the first place, their (Conduct did not seem to be una- 
nimous, but they went out in distinct parties, and at distinct 
intervals, and after a slow manner, and timorously, and, to 
say all in a word, without a Jewish courage ; for they were 
now defective in wTiat is peculiar to our nation, that is, in 
boldness, in violence of assault, and in running upon the ene- 
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my all together, and in peraeverinff in what they go about, 
thou^ they do not at first succeed in it ; but they now went 
out in a more languid manner than usual, and at the same 
time found the Romans set in array, and more courageous 
than ordinary, and that they guarded their banks both with 
their bodies and their entire armour, and this to sudi a de- 
gree on all sides, that they left no room for the fij'e to get 
among them, imd that every one of their souls was in such 
good courage that they would sooner die than desert their 
ranks; for, besides their notion that all their hopes werecyt 
ofi^, in case these their works were once burnt, the soldiers 
were greatly ashamed that subtilty should be quite too hard 
for courage, madness for armour, multitude for skill, and 
Jews for Romans. The Romans had now also another ad- 
vantage, in that their engines for sieges cooperated with them 
in throwing darts and stones as far as the Jews, when they 
were coming out of the city ; whereby the man that fell be- 
came an impediment to him that was next him, as did the 
danger of going farther make them less zealous in their at- 
tempts ; and for those that had run under the darts, some off 
them were terrified by the good order and closeness of the 
enemies^ ranks, before they came to a close fight, and others 
were pricked with their spears, and turned back again : at 
length they reproached one another for their cowardice, and 
retired without doing any thing. This attack was made upon 
the first day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. So when the 
Jews were retreated, the Romans brought their engines, aU 
though they had all the while stones thrown at them from 
the tower of Antonia, and were assaulted by fire and sword, 
and by all sorts of darts which necessity afibrded the Jews to 
make use of; for, although these had great dependence on 
their own wall, add a contempt of the Roman en^nes, yet 
did they endeavour to hinder the Romansfrom bringing them. 
Now these Romans struggled hard, on the contrary, to bring 
them, as deeming that this zeal of the Jews was in order to 
avoid any impression to be made on the tower of Antonia, 
because its wall was but weak, and its foundations rotten. 
However, that tower did not yield to the blows given it from 
the engines ; yet did the Romans bear the impressions made 
by the enemies' darts which were perpetually cast at them, 
and did not give way to an v of those dangers that came upon 
them from above ; and so tliey brought their engines to bear. 
But then, as they were beneath thS other, and were sadly 
wounded by the stones thrown down upon them, some of 
them threw their shields over their bodies, and partly with 
their hands, and partly with their bodies^ and partly with 
croVfs, they undermined its foundations, artd with great pains 
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they removed four of its stones. Tb^n niflbt oame' upon 
bou sidesi andput an end to this struggle fcJT the piteaeat. ; 
however, that night the wall was so shal^ by the battering 
nuns in that place where cFohn had used his stratagem be£cNre» 
and had undermined their banks^ that the ground then gaVe 
way, and the wall fell down suddenly. 

4. When this accident had unexpectedly happened, the 
minds of both parties were variously affected ; for thougjb cme 
would expect that the Jews woula be discouraged, because 
this fall of their wall was unexpected by them, and they had 
MBade no provision in that case, yet did they puU up their 
courage, because the tower of Antonia itself was still stand- 
ing ; as was the unexpected joy of the Romans at this fall of 
the wall soon quench^ by the sight they had of another waU, 
which John and his party had built within it. However, the 
attack of this second wall appeared to be easier than that of 
the former, because it seemed a thing of greater facility to 
get up to it through the parts of the former wall that were 
now thrown down. This new wall appeared also to be much 
weaker than the tower of Antonia, and accordingly the Bo- 
mans imagined that it had been erected so much on the sud- 
den, that they should soon overthrow it ; yet did not any 
body venture now to go up to this wall, for that such as first 
ventured to do so must certainly be killed. 

fi. And now Titus, upon consideration that the alacrity of 
soldiers in war is chiefly excited by hopes and by good words, 
and that exhortations and promises do frequently make men 
to forget the hazards they run, nay, and sometimes to despise 
death itself, got together the most courageous part of bis 
army, and tried what he could do with his men by these mcr 
thods : <^ O fellow-soldiers,^ said he, ^^ to make an exhdrtsr 
tion to men to do what hath no peril in it is on that v.ery ac- 
count inglorious to such to whom that exhortation is made ; 
and indeed so it is, in him that makes the exhortation^ ^ 
argument of his own cowardice also. I therefore think that 
such exhortations ought then only to be made use of when 
affairs are in a dangerous condition, and yet are worthy of 
being attempted by every one themselves : accordingly I am 
fiilly of the same opinion with you, that it is a difficult task 
to go up this wall ; but that it is proper for those that d^are 
reputation for their valour to struggle with difficulties in such 
cases, will then appear, when i have particularly shewed 
that it is a brave thing to die with glory, and that the courage 
here necessary shall not go unrewarded in those that first b^ 
fpn the attempt And let my first argument to move you to 
it be taken from what probably some would think reasonable 
to dissuade you, I mean the constancy and patience of these 
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J^irs even. under their ill suocesses; for it is imbeooming 
you, who 0Je Bonians, and my soldiers, who have in peace 
Wen taught how to make wars, and who haye also been used 
to conquer in those wars, to be inferior to Jews either in ac- 
ticm of the hand or in courage of the soul, and this e^jpectaMj 
when you are at the conclusion of your victory, and are 
assisted by God himself; for as to our misfortunes, the^ 
halve be»i owing to the madness of the Jews, while their 
sufferings have c^n owing to your valour, and to the assist- 
ance Grod h&th afforded you ; for as to the seditions they have 
been in, and the famine they are under, atid the siege they 
now Endure, and the fSall of their walls without our engineSy 
what can they all be but demonstrations ct Grod^s anger 
against them, and of his assistance afforded us ! It will not 
therefore be proper for you either .to shew yourselves infis. 
rior to those to whom you are really superior, or to betray 
thiEit divine assistance which is afforded you. And, indeedf, 
how can it be esteemed otherwise than a base and unwordiy 
thing, that while the Jews, who need not be much ashamed 
if they be deserted, because they have long learned to be 
slaves to others, do yet desmse death, that they may be so 
no l<Higer ; and do make salues into the very midst of us fr». 
quently, not in hopes of conquering us, but merely for a de- 
monstration of their courage ; we, who have ^tten possea* 
sion of almost all the worU that belongs to either land or 
sea, to whom it will be a great shame if we do not conquer 
them, do not once undertake any attempt against our enemiea 
wherein there is much danger, but sit stm idle, with such 
brave arms as we haVe, and only wait till the famine and 
fortune do our business themselves, and this when we have 
it in our power, with some small hazard, to gain all that we 
desire. For if we go up to this tower of Antonia, we gain 
the city ; for if there should be any more occa^on for fight« 
ing against those within the city, which I do not sunpose 
there will, since we shall then be upon the top of the hill,* 
and b0 upon our enemies before they can have taken breath, 
these advantages promise us no less than a certain and sudden 
victory. As for myself, I shall at preset wave any com<« 
rbendations of those who die in war,*f- and omit to speak of 

. * RelaBil notes here, very pertinentlj, that the tower of Antonia stood higjher 
than the floor of the temple, or court adjoining to it ; and that accordingly thef 
detctndtd thence into the temple, as Josephas elsewhere speaks also. See B. vi- ^ 
di. ii. sect. ft. 

fin this speech of Titiu we may clearly see the notionfl which the Somaiw 
then had of death, and of the happy state of those who died hravdy in. war, and 
the contrary esute of those who died ignobly in their beds by sickness. . BeUad 
here also produces two parallel passages, theon^ out of Ammianus Marcellinus, 
concerning the Alani, lib. xzxi. That *' they judged that man happy who laid 
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^e immortality of those men who- ate siaitt in the midbt of 
dieir martial bravery : yet cannot I forbear to imprecate upon 
dbose who are of a contrary disposition, that they may die in 
time of peace by some distemper or other, since their souls 
are condemned to the grave t<^ether with their bodies. For 
what man of virtue is there wno does not know that those 
aonls which are severed from their fleshly bodies in battles 
by the sword, are received by the ether, that purest of ele- 
ment^ and joined to that company which are placed among 
the stars; that they become good demons and propitious 
heroes, and shew themselves as such to their posterity after- 
wards ? While upon those souls that wear away in and with 
their distempered bodies, comes a subterranean night, to dis* 
solve them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take away all 
the remembrance of them ; and this notwithstanding they 
be clean from all spots and defilements of this world ; so 
that in this case, the soul at the same time comes to the 
utmost bounds of its life, and of its body, and of its memo- 
rial also. But since fate hath determined that death is to 
come of necessity upon all men, a sword is a better instru- 
ment for that purpose than any disease whatsoever. Why 
is it not then a very mean thing for us not to yield up that 
to the public benefit, which we must yield up to fate P And 
this discourse have I made upon the supposition that those 
who first attempt to go upon this wall must needs be killed 
in the attempt, though still men of true courage have a 
chance to escape, even in the most hazardous undertakings. 
For in the first place, that part of the former wall that is 
thrown down is easily to be ascended ; and for the new- 
built wall, it is easily destroyed. Do you, therefore, many 
of you pull un your courage, and set about this work, and 
do you mutually encourage and assist one another; and this 
your bravery will soon break the hearts of your enemies ; 
and perhaps such a glorious undertaking as yours is may be 
accomplished without bloodshed. For although it be justly 
to be supposed that the Jews will try to hinder you at your 
first beginning to go up to them, yet when you have once 
concealed yourselves from them, and driven them away by 
force, they will not be able to sustain your efforts against 
themuny longer, though but a few of you prevent them, and 
get over the wall. As for th/it person who first mounts the 
wall, I should blush for shame if I did not make him to be 
• envied of others, by those rewards I would bestow upon him. 
If such a one escape with his life, he shall have the corn- 
down his life in battle.** The other of Valerius 31 axitnus, lih. xi. c. 6, who 
•ays that *• the Cimbri and the Celtiberi exulted for joy in the army, as being 
to go oat of the world glorionsly and happily.'' 
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maud of others that are now but his equals; although it be 
true also, that the greatest rewards* will accrue to such as 
die ia the attempt'" 

6. Upon tills speech of Titus, the rest of the multitude 
were affrighted at so great a danger. But there was one» 
whose name was SabinuSy a soldier that served among the 
cohorts, and a Syrian by birth, who appeared to be of very 
great fortitude, both in the actions he bad done, and the cou- 
rage of his soul he had shewed ; although any body would 
have thought before he came to his work, that he was of. 
such a weak constitution of body that he was not fit to be a 
soldier ; for his colour was black, his flesh was lean and thin, 
and lay close together ; but there was a certain hercuc soul 
that dwelt in this small body, which body was indeed much 
too narrow for that peculiar courage which was in him. Ac« 
cordingly he was the first that rose up, when he thus spake : 
*' I reaclily surrender up myself to thee, Csesar ; I first 
ascend the wall, and I heartily wish that my fortune may foU 
low my courage and my resolution. And if some ill fortune 
grudge me the success of my undertaking, take notice, that 
my ill success will not be unexpected, but that I choose 
death voluntarily for thy sake."" When he had said this, and 
had spread out his shield over his head with his left hand^ 
and had with his right hand drawn his sword, he marched 
up to the wall iust about the sixth hour of the day. There 
followed him eleven others, and no more, that resolved to 
imitate his bravery ; but still this was the principal person of 
them all, and went first, as excited by a divine fury. Now 
those that guarded the wall shot at them from thence, and 
cast innumerable darts upon them from every side ; they also 
rolled very large stones upon them, which overthrew some of 
those eleven that were with him. But as for Sabinus himself, 
he met the darts that were cast at him, and though he were 
overwhelmed with them, yet did he not leave off the violence 
of his attack before he had gotten up on the top of the wall, 
and had put the enemy to mght : for as the Jews were asto* 
nished at his great strength and the bravery of his soul, and 
as withal they imagined more of them bad gotten upon the 
wall than really haS, they were put to flight. And now one 
cannot but complain here of fortune, as still envious at virtue, 
and always hindering the performance of glorious achieve- 
ments ; this was the case of the man before us when he had 
just obtained his purpose; for he then stumbled at a certain 
large stone, and ^11 aown upon it headlong with a very great 
noise. Upon which the Jews turned back, and when they 

* See the preeeding note. 
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MW him to be alone, vand fallen down also, thej threw darta * 
at him from eveiy side. However, he got upon bis knee, 
and covered himself with his shield, and at the first defended 
himself agunst them, and wounded many of those that canie 
near him ; but he was soon forced to relax his right hand, 
by the multitude of the wounds that had been given him, till 
at length he was quite covered over with darts before he gave 
up the ghost. He was one who deserved a better fate, br 
reason of his bravery ; but, as might be expected, he feu 
under so vast an attempt. As for the rest of his partners, 
the Jews dashed three of them to pieces with stones, add 
slew them as they were gotten up to the top of the wall ; the 
other oght being wounded, were pulled down and carried 
back to the camp. These things were done upon the third 
day. of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. 

7. Now two days afterward, twelve of those men that were 
on the fore-front, and kept watch upon the banks, got to- 

Sther, and called to them the standard-bearer of the fifth 
jion, and two others of a troop of horsemen, and one trum- 
peter : these went without noise, about the ninth hour of the 
night, through the ruins to the tower of Antonia ; and when 
diey had cut the throats of the first guards of the place, as 
they were asleep, they got possession of the wall, and ordered 
the trumpeter to sound his trumpet. Upon which the rest of 
the guard got up on the sudden, and ran away, before any 
body could see how many they were that were gotten up ; for, 
jpertly from the fear they were in, and partly from the sound 
of the trumpet which they heard, they imagined a great 
number of the enemy were gotten up. But as soon as Caesar 
heard the signal, he ordered the army to put on their armour 
immediately, and came thither with his commanders, and 
first of all ascended, as did the chosen men that were with 
him. And as the Jews were flying away to the temple, they 
fell into that mine which John had dug under the Roman 
banks. Then did the seditious of both the bodies of the Jew- 
ish army, as well that belonging to John, as that belonging 
to Simon, drive them away ; and indeed were no wav want-r 
ing as to the highest de^ee of force and alacrity ; for they 
esteemed themselves entirely ruined if once the Romans got 
into the temple, as did the Romans look upon the same thing 
as the beginning of their entire conquest. So a terrible battle 
was fought at the entrance of the temple, while the Romans 
were forcing their way in order to get possession of that 
temple, and the Jews were driving them back to the tower 
of Antonia ; in which battle the darts were on both sides use* 
less, as well as the spears, and both sides drew their swords, 
and fought it out hand to hand. Now during this struggle, 
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the pontioDS of the men were uDdistinguished on both sides^ 
and thej fought at random, the men b^ng intennixed one 
with another, and confounded by reason of the narrowness of 
the place ; whUe the noise that was made fell on the ear after 
an indistinct manner^ because it was so very loud. Crreat 
slaughter was now made on both i^des, and the combatants 
trod upon the bodies and the armour of those that were dead, 
and dashed them to pieces. Accordingly, to which side soever 
the battle inclined, those that had the aavantage exhorted one 
another to go on, as did those that were beaten make great 
lamentation. But still th^e was no room for fl^ht, near for 
pursuit, but disorderly revolutions and retreats, while the ar*- 
mies were intermixed one with another ; but those that were 
in the first ranks were under the necessity of killing or be- 
inff killed, without any way for escaping ; for those ovt both 
«iaes that came behind, forced those before them to go on, 
without leaving any space between the armies. At length the 
Jews^ violent zeal was too hard for the Roman skill, and the 
battle already incUned entirely that way ; for the nght had 
lasted from the ninth hour of the night till the seventh hour 
of the day, while the Jews came on in crowds, and had the ' 
danger the temple was in for their motive ; the Romans hav- 
ing no more here than a part of their army ; for those l^ons 
on which the 'soldiers on that side depended were not come 
lip to them. So it was at present thought sufficient by the 
Romans to take possession of the tower of Antonia. 

8. But there was one Julian, a centurion, that came from 
Bithynia ; a man he was of great reputation, whom I had for- 
merly seen in that war, and one of the highest fame both for 
hiA skill in war, his strength of body, and the courage of bis 
soul. This man seeing tine Romans giving ground, and in a 
sad condition, for he stood by Titus at the tower of Antonia, 
leaped out, and of himself alone put the Jews to fli^ht^ when 
they were already conquerors, and made them retire as far 
as the comer of the inner court of the temple; from him the 
multitude fled away in crowds, as supposing that neither his 
strength nor his violent attacks could be those of a mere 
man. Accordingly, he rushed through the midst of the Jews, 
as they were dispersed all abroad, and killed those that he 
caught Nor indeed was there any sight that appeared more 
wonderful in the eyes of Caesar, or ^ more ternble to others 
than this. However, he was himself pursued by fate, which 
it was not possible that he, who was but a mortal man, should 
escape; for as he had shoes* all full of thick and sharp nails, 

* No wooder that tUf JuMan, who had to manj naila in his shoes, slipped 
upon the pavement of the tciT)ple> which was smooth, aod laid with marble of 
diff<?TcDt colours. 
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m^ bid every • one of the odier sddieEs ; so when he ran 4^1 
the iaLVeimnt of the temple, he dipped^ imd fell dcnrn upon 
his iMek with a very great noise, ^ich- was made by hii 
arniotrr; Thi» made those that were running away to tuitt 
back; whereupon those Romans that were in the tower of 
Antonia set up a great shout, as they were in fear for the 
iban. But the Jews got about him in crorwds, ahd struck 'it 
him with their spears, and with their swotxls, 6n all sidesi 
Now he received a ^neat many of the strokes of- these iroik 
weapons upon his shield, and often attempted to get up again^ 
biit was thrown dawn by those that struck at him ; yet did he^ 
^is^ he lay along, stab many of them with his sword. Nor wtt| 
be soon killed, as being covered with his helmet and fail 
breast-plate in all those parts of his foody where h^ might b* 
ibottaliy wounded ; he also pulled his neck close to his body^ 
4sll ail his other Kmbs were shattered, and nobody durst eotaie 
to defend him, and then he yiekied to his fate.. -Now Cseisair 
WHS deeply affected, on- account of this man of so ^eat ford» 
lude, and especially as he was killed in the sight of so m^ny 
iseoiple; he was desirous himself to come to his amstance^ 
but tb^ place would not give him leave, while such as could 
have done it were too much terrified to attempt it Thus 
when Julian had •struggled with deaftb a great While^ and bdl 
kt but few of those that had given him his mortal woi»id go 
«iP unhurt, he had at last his throat eut^ though not without 
some difBculty, and left behind him a very great faaae, tidt 
only afttong the Bomans, and with Caesar himself, but among 
his eneimes also; then did the Jews catch up his dead body, 
and put the Romans to flight again, and shut them up in the 
tower of Antonia. Now those that most signalized themselves, 
and fought most zealously in this battle of the Jewish side, 
were one Alexas and Gyphtlieus of John^s party ; and of 
Simon's party were Malachias, and Judas the son of Merto, 
and James the son of Sosas, the commander of the Idumeans; 
and of the zealots, two brethren, Simon and Judas, the sons 
of Jiurus: 
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CHAP. IL 

Horo Titus gave orders to demolish the Tower of Antonia^ 
and then persuaded Josephtis to exhort the Jexvs again \to 
a Surreiider.'] 

§ 1. And now Titus gave order to his soldiers that were 
with him, to dig up the foundations of the tower of Antonia, 
and make him a ready passage for bis army to come up ; 
while he himself had Josephus brought to him (for he had 
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be«h infonted that on IhM v0ry day» wbieh was the flevefi« 
te8Dt))*.div|r.Qf Pmi^«i^^ [Ttunpa] the 8«crifi<% called t)^ 
da%.«0crf^c(! had faUcd* and had not -been offered to Ghidy 
foe waot of jQoen. to (off^r. it^. and that the people were grieV^ 
oimIj ,liimhled a( H)^.aiid contaanded him to say thersafiie 
tfaSoga to Johft that he.had said before. That '< if he bad any 
imdictoUft inpUoatiOafor fightine, he might come oi^^ wiA 
as maoy'.of his men aa he {Hoasea^ in order to fight,* witboil% 
the.dai^r of destroying either his city .or t^^^pla ; but that 
be desiredite. would noi defile the.tempe, nor tnereby offend 
against God : that he might,, if he pleased, offer the s^eri^t ^ 
fices. which were now disoontinued, by any of the Jews whosi 
he should pitch uppn.**" Uoon this, Josephus stood in sutb 
a fda^ where he might.be n^ard, not by John only, but by 
many more, and then d^ared to them what CsBsar had giveo 
him in ohar^t and this in. the Hebrew language*-}- &> ha 
earnestly prayed, them '^ to. span their own dty, and to pra^ 
vent that fire, which was just ready to seize upon the temptef 
and to offer thcur usual sacrifices to God therein.'" At thes4 
words of hisi a great sadness and silence were 9bsen[ed among 
the .people* But the tyrant himself cast many reproachef 
U]K>n Josaphus, irith imprecations beside^ ;- and at last adde4 
this wUbid, ** That h^ qi^ never fear the taking of the city^ 
because it was God's own city."^ In answer to which« Joset> 
phua said thus with a Ipiid yoice» *^ To be sure tliou hast kept 
this city wonderful pare for Grid's sake ; the temple also 
continues entirely unnolhit^ ! Nor ha^t thou been guilty of 
any imipiety against nim fojr whose assistance thou hopesti 
He still receives his accustomed sacrifices ! Vile wretch thi^ 
thou art! If any one should deprive thee of thy daily food^ 
thou, wouldst esteem him to be an enemy to thee ; but thou 
hopest to have that God for thy supporter in this war, whon^ 
thou hast derived of his everlasting worship ; and thou im- 
putest those sins to the Bomans, who to this very time take 
care to have our laws observed^ and almost compel these 
sacrifices to be still offered to God, which have by thy means 
been intermitted. Who is there that can avoid jproans and 
lamentations at the amazing change that is made m the city? 

* This WM ft KDiftrkable day indeed, the 17th of Fancmaff [Tamus] A.D. 
70 ; wheo, aoooiding to Daniel't predietioo, 600 years before, the Romaaa in 
kalf m w€ek eattud U« eoert/Soe wid Mmtkm <o ccmc, Dao. is. 27- For from 
Uie month of Fd>roaiy, A. D. 66, about which time Vespaiian entered on tfaia 
war, to this very time, waa jutt three yeara and a half. See Bp. Lloyd's Tables 
of Chronology, puhlisbod by Mr. Maishall, on this year. Nor is it to be omit- 
ted* what very nearly eonSrms this duration of the war, that four years beibte 
the war began waa somewhat abofe seven years five months before the destrue- 
taen of Jerusalem, ds ▼. sect 3. 

t The sane that in the New Testament is always so called, and was theq the 
common bngnage of the Jews in Judea, which was the Syriae dialed. 
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since very foreigners and enemies do now correct that imjpkeity 
which tHou hast occasioned ; while thou, who art a Jew, and 
wast educated in our laws, art become a greater enemy to 
them than the others. But still, John, it is never dishonoor- 
able (b repent, and amend what hath been done amiss, even 
at the last extremity. Thou hast an instaiu^e before thee in 
Jechoniah,^ the king of the Jews, if thou hast a mind to save 
the city ; who, when the king of Babylon made w«r a^unst 
him, did of his own accord go out bf this city before it was 
taken, and did under^ a voluntary ca]itivity with his family, 
that the sanctuary might not be delivered up to the enemy, 
and that he might not sec the house of God set on fire ; on 
which account he is celebrated among all the Jews in their 
sacred memorials, and his memory is oecome immortal, and 
will be conveyed fresh down to our posterity throu^ all 
ages. This, John, is an excellent example in such a time of 
danger; and I dar^e venture to promise that the Romans shall 
still forgive thee. And take notice that I, who make this ex- 
hortation to thee, am one of thine own nation ; I, who am a 
Jew, do make this promise to thee. And it will become thee 
to consider who I am that give thee this counsel, jomI whence 
I am derived ; for while I am alive, I shall never be in such 
slavery as to forego my own kindred^ or forget the lawa.of our 
forefathers. Thpu hast indignation at me again, and makest 
a clamour at me, and reproachest me; inde^ I cannot deny 
but I am worthy of worse treatment than all this amounts to, 
because^ in opposition to fate, I make this kind invitation lo 
thee, and endeavour to force deliverance upon those whom 
€k>d hath condemned. And who is there that does not know 
what the writings of the ancient prophets contain in tliem? 
and particularly that orac]e-|' which is just now going to be 
fulfilled upon this miserable city ? For they foretxjld that this 
city should be then taken, when somebody shall begin the 
slaughter of his own countrymen. And are not both the city 
and the entire temple now full of the dead bodies of your 
countrymen ? It is God,J therefore, it is God himself, who is 
bringing on this fire to purge that city and temple by meaiiji 
of the Romlins, and is going to pluck up this city. Which is 
full of your pollutions.*" 

* Our present copies of the Old Testament want thii eneomiura upon lung 
Jechontah, or Jrbobchim, which it seems was io Josephns^s copy. 

•f Of this oracle sec the note on B. ir. ch. ti. sect 3. 

i Josephus, both here and in many places elsewhere, speaks so that it ia 
most evident he was fully satisfied that God was oq^ th« Rimimn tide, and made 
ttse of them now for the destruction of that wicked' nation of the Jews ; wfaick 
was for certain the true atate of this matter, as the propli^ Daniel iirst, and ovr 
*" '-ur himself afterwards, had dearly foretold. See J-it. Accompl of Proph. 
4, Ac. 
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9. A^ Josepbus spake these words, with groans, and tears 
in his eyes, his voice was interested by sobs. However, the 
Romans could not but pity the affliction he was under, and 
wonder at his conduct. But for John» and those that were 
with him, they were but the more exasperated against the 
Romans on this account, and were desirous to get Jose]:Jius 
also into their power ; yet did that discourse influence a great 
many of the better sort; and truly some of them were so ^ 
afraid of the guards set by the seditious that they tarried 
where they were, but still were satisfied that both they and 
the city were doomed to destruction. Some also there were, 
who, watching a proper opportunity when they mi^ht quietly 

Set away, fled to the Romans, of whom were the liigh-priestfi 
oseph and Jesus ; and of the sbns of high-priests three, 
whose father Was Ishmael, who was beheadea in Cyrene ; 
and four sons of Matthias, as also one son of the other 
Matthias, who ran away* after his fatlier'*s death, and whose 
father was slain by Simon, the son of Gioras, with three of 
his sons, as I have already related ; nvany also of the other 
nobility went over to the Romans, together with the high- 
priests. Now Csesar not only received these men xeYy kindly 
in other respects, but knowing they would not willingly hve 
after the customs of other nations, he eent them to Gophna, 
and desired them to remain there ibr the present, ana told 
them, tliat when he was gotten clear of this war, he would 
restore each of them to their possessions again : so they 
cheerfully retired to that small cky which was allotted them, 
without fear of any danger. But as they did npt appear, the 
seditious gave out again that these deserters were slain by 
the Romans, which was done in order to deter the rest from 
running away, by fear of the like treatment. This trick of 
theirs succeeded now for a while, as did the like trick before; 
for the rest were hereby deterred from deserting, by fear of 
the like treatment. 

3., However, when Titus had recalled those men from 
Gophna, he gave orders that they should go round the wall, 
' together with Josephus, and shew themselves to the pc(^le; 
upon which a great many fled to the Romans. These men 
also got in a great number together, and stood before the 
Romans, and besought the seditious, with groans, and tears 
in their eyes, in the first place to receive the Romans entirely 

" JpMphus had before told us, B. ▼• ch. xiii. sect 1, that this fourth son of 
Matthias ran away to the Bocnans brfore his £at]ier*s and brethren's slaughter, 
and not after it, as' here. The former account is, in all probability, the truest ; 
for had not that fourth son escaped before the others were caught and put to 
death, he had been caught and put to death with them. This last account, 
therefbre, looks like an in^itance of a small inadvertence of Josephus in the place 
bel'ore us. 
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into tlie citj, and save that their own pkoe crf'r^denceagain ; 
Imt that, if they would not a^ree to such a proposal, they 
wiould at least aepart out of the tempk, and save the holy 
house for their own use ; for that the Romans would not ven- 
ture to^aet the saiictuary on fire, but under the roost press- 
ing necessity. Yet did the seditious still more and more 
contradict them ; and while they cast loud and bitter re- 
proaches upon these deserters, they also set their engines for 
throwing of darts, and javelins, and stones, upon the sacr^ 
gates of the temjde at due distances from one another, inso- 
.much that all the space round atx>ut, within the temple, mieht 
be copipared to a Durying-ground, so great was th^ nuimer 
t>f the aead bodies therein ; as might the holy house itself be 
•oompared to a citadel. Accordingly these men nmhed upon 
these holy places in their armour, that were otherwise unap- 
proachable, and that while their hands were yet warm with 
the blood of their own people, which they had shed ; nay, 
they {)roceeded to such great transgressions, that the velry 
same indignation which Jews would naturally have against 
-Romans, had they been guilty of such abuses agiunst thera, 
the Romans now had against Jews, for their impiety in re- 
gard to their own religious customs. Nay, indeed, there 
were none of the Roman soldiers who did not look with a 
sacred horror upon the holy house, and adored it, and wished 
that the robbers would repent before their miseries became 
incurable. 

« 4. Now Titus was deepljr affected with this state of things, 
-and reproached John and his party, and said to them, <' Have 
not you, vile wretches that you are, by our pcrmi3sion, put 
up this partition-wall* before your sanctuary ? Have not you 
been allowed to put up the pillars thereto belon^ng at due 
distances, and on it to engrave in Greek, and in your own 
letters, this prohibition, That no foreigner should go beyond 
that wall P Have not we given you leave to kill such as go 
lieyond it, though he were a Roman ? And what do you do 
*ow, you pernicious villians ? Why do you trample upon 
dead bodies in this temple ? And why do you pollute this 
holy house with the blood of both foreigners and Jews thenK 
selves? T appeal to the gods of my own counffy, and to 
e^ery god that evt*r liad any regard to this place (for I do 
not suppose it to be now regard^ by any of them) ; I also 
appeal to iny own army, and to those Jews that are now 
with me, and even to you yourselves, that I do not force you 
to defile this yoiir sanctuary ; and if you will but change the 
plate whereon you will fight, no Roman shall either come 

* OS thu ^mrttuon^WAll, sepamtlog Jews and Gentilev, with it« pilUn %nd in- 
»oJ{^t]cn) fM the dfscfiption of i lie ttrnplet, ch. xv. 
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near your sanctuary, or offer any affront to it ; nay, I will 
endeavour to preserve you your holy house, whether you will 
or no-''* 

5. As Josephus explained these things from the mouth of 
Caesar, hotb me robbers and the tyrant thought that these 
edM)rta&)ns proceded from Titus's fear, and not from his 
good will to them, and grew insolent upqn it. But when 
Titus saw that these men wer^s neither to be moved by com- 
•iiseration jtawards themselves, nor had any concern i^pon 
tfaeili.to have the bqlv boMse spared, be proceeded un^lU 
in^y tO' go OB vitji the war a^un ^g&i^st them. Qe cquld 
not ladew bring all his army ligiunst them, the place was S9, 
narrolv ; but chopsipe t;hirt3r soldiers of the most valiant out 
•f evei^ hundoed, and (^mmitting a thousand to (oach tribune, 
arid raa king Cerc^s their con^mander in chief, he gave orders 
that they m>uld ^tack the guards of the temple about the 
ninth hour of that night. But as he was now in his armpuc, 
ted preparing to go dowp with tbem^ his friends would pot 
1st hm go, by reason of the gjreaitness pf the danger,, and 
what Hf0 pommamlers siig^st^ to them ; tar they s|^, that 
f^ he would do more by sitting above in the tower of Anto- 
nia,. as a dii^n$er of rewards to those soldiers that signalized 
themselves in the figbt^ than by coming down and hazardipff 
hb own per^ in tbe fore-front of them ; ifor that they would 
bi\ fight stoutly, while Caesar looked upon them." With this . 
advice Ccesartjpmplied, and said, that ^^ the only reason he 
had for such compli^ce >nth the soldiers was this, that he 
niight.be able to jud^^e of their courageous actions, and that 
Ao valiant soldier anight lie concealed, and misp of his re- 
word^ a^.noAowarcUy soldier might go unpunish^; bjut 
■that be .might h wself be an c^e-witness, and able to giv^ 
evidence of all tliat yf^s d<??|e, who 'fas to be the disposer of 
fnniflhments and rewards tp jthem." . So he sent the sddiers 
about their wprk.at ^he hour forementicmed, -while he wen^ 
nut himself U> a higher plane in the tower of Antonia, whence 
he might see what was done, and there waited with impa^ 
iience to see the event. 

' 6. However, the soldiers that were sent did not find the 
guards of the temple asleep, as th^y hoped to have done, but 
"Were obliged to fight with them immediately hand to hand 
las they rushed with violence upon them with a great shout. 
'Now, #is soon as the rest within the temple heara that shout 
.of those thM were upon the watch, they ran out in troops 

* TluU <th«9e seditioitt Jewi wer« the direct occasions of their own destruction, 
and of the cQnflagration of their city and temple, and that Titus earnestly and 
constantly' laboured to Bare' both, b here' and eterywhere roost evident in Jiac- 
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upon them. Then did the Romans receive the onset of those 
that came first upon them ; but those that followed them fell 
upon their own troops, and many of them treated their owtt 
soldiers as if they had been enemies ; for the great confused 
noise that was made on both sides hindered them from distin- 
guishing one another^s voices, as did the darkness of the night 
hinder them from the like distinction by the wght ; beades 
that blindness which arose otherwise also from the pasaon and 
the fear they were in at the same time : for which reason it 
was all one to the soldiers who it was they struck at. How- 
ever, this ignorance did less harm to the Romans than to the 
JewSy because they were joined together under tlieir shields, 
and made their sallies more regularly than the others did, and 
each of them remembered their watchword ; while the Jews 
were perpetually dispersed abroad, and made their attacks 
and retreats at random, and so did frequently seem to one 
another to be enemies ; for every one of them received those 
of their own men that came back in the dark as Romans, and 
made an assault upon them ; so that more of them were 
wounded by their own men than by the enemy, tiU, upon the 
coming on of the day, the nature of the fight was discerned 
by the eye afterward. Then did they stand in battle array 
in distinct bodies, and cast their darts regularly, and regu* 
larly defended themselves. Nor did either side yield, or grow 
weary. The Romans contended with each other who should 
fight jthe mpst strenuously, both single men and entire regi- 
ments, as being under the eye of Titus ; and every one con- 
cluded that this day would begin his promotion if he fought 
bravely. What were the great encouragements gf the Jews 
to act vigorously were, their fear for themselves and for the 
temple, and the presence of their tyrant, who exhorted some 
and beat and threatened others to act courageously. Now 
it so happened that this fight was for the most part a sta< 
tionary one, wherein the soldiers went on and came back in 
a short time and suddenly ; for there was no long space of 
ground for either of their flights or pursuits. But still there 
was a tumultuous noise among the Romans from the tower of 
Antonia, who loudly cried out upon all occasions to their own 
men to press on courageously, when they were too hard for 
the Jews, and to stay when they were retiring backward ; so 
that here was a kind of theatre of war ; for what was done in 
this fight could not be concealed either from Titus or from 
those that were about him. • At length it appeared that this 
fight, which began at the ninth hour of the night, was not 
over till past the fifth hour of the day, and that, in the same 
place where the battle began, neither party could say they 
nad made the other to retire ; but both the armies lel*t the 
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victory almost iii uncertainty between them ; wherein those 
that signalized themselves on the Roman side were a great 
many ; but on the Jewish ade, and of those that were with 
Simon, Judas the son of Merto, and Simon the son of Josias ; 
of the Idumeans, James and Simon, tKe latter of whom was 
the fion of Cathlas, and James was the son of Sosas ; of those 
that were with John, Gyphtheus and Alexas ; and of the zea- 
lots, Simon the son of Jairus, 

7. In the meantime the rest of the Roman army hdd, in 
seven days^ time, overthrown [some] foundations of the tower 
of Antonia, and had made a ready and broad way to the tem^ 
ple. Then did the legions come near the first court,* and 
began to raise their banks. The one bank was over against 
the north-w^est comer of the inner temple ;"|- another was at 
that northern edifice which was between the two gates ; of 
the other two, one was at the western cloister of the outer 
court* ^f the temple, the other against its northern cloister. 
However, these works were thus far advanced by the Romans, 
not without great pains and difficulty, and particularly by 
being obligea to bring their materials from the distance of a 
hundred furlongs. They had farther difficulties also upon 
them : sometimes by their over great security they were in 
that they should overcome the Jewish snares laid tor them, 
and by that boldness of the Jews which tlieir despair of es- 
caping had inspired them withal ; for some of their tiorsemen, 
when they went out to gather wood or ha^, let their horses 
feed without having their bridles on, durmg the time of fo- 
raging ; upon which horses the Jews salhed out in whole 
bodies and seized them. And when this was continually done, 
and Caesar believed what the truth was, that the horses were 
stolen more by the negligence of his own men than by the 
valour of the Jews, he determined to use greater severity to 
oblige the rest to take care of their horses ; so he commanded 
that one of those soldiers who had lost their horses should 
be capitally punished ; whereby he so terrified the rest, that 
they preserved their horses for the time to come ; for they 
did not any longer let them go from them to feed by them- 
selves, but as if they had grown to them, they went always 
along with them when they wanted necessaries. Thus did 
the Romans still continue to make war against the temple, 
and to raise their banks ag^nst it. 

8. Now, after one day had been interposed since the Ro- 
mans ascended the breach, many of the seditious were so 
pressed by the famine u[)on the present failure of their ra-^ 

• Court of the Gentiles. f Couit of I»raeL 
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Tages, that they got together, and made an attack on those 
Roman guards that were upon the Mount of Olives, and this 
about the eleventh hour of the day, as supposing, first, that 
they would not expect such an onset ; and, m the next place^ 
that they were then taking care of their bodies, and thkt 
therefore they should easily beat them. But the Bomank 
•were apprised, of their coming to attack them beforehand, 
and running together from the neighbouring camps on the 
sudden, prevented them from getting over tlieir fdnificadon, 
or forcing the widl that was built wout them. Upon this 
-came on a sharp fij^t, and here many great actbns weire pep- 
formed on both sides; «l>ilethe Romans shewed botli the^ 
iooarage and their ddll in war, As did the Jews come on them 
with immoderate violence and intolerable passion. The one 
party were urged on by shame, and the other by neeesnty ; 
m it seemed a very i^ameful thing to the Ramans to let the 
Jews go, now they were taken in a kind of net ; while the 
fJews had but one hope of saving themselves, and that was 
in case they could by violence break throi^h the Roman wall; 
■and one whose name was Pedaniiis^ belon^ng to a party of 
^horsemen, when the Jews were already b^ten and forced 
tdown into the valley together, spurred his horse on their flank 
fwath great vehemence, and caught up a certmn young man 
belonging to the enemy by his ancle, as he was running away. 
The man was, however, of a robust body, and in nis ar- 
mour : so low did Pedanius bend himself downward from bis 
horse, even as he was^ galloping away, and so great was the 
atmngth of his right hand^ and of the rest of his body, |»i^Ik> 
*soch skill had be in horsemanship. So this man seised upon 
'that his prey as upon a precious treasure, and carried mm 
as his captive to Gcesar; whereupon Titus admired the man 
that had seized the other, fer his great iftnength; andordered 
'the man that was caught to be punished [with death] for his 
'attempt against die Roman wail, but betook himself to Ibe 
siege of die temple and to pressing on the raising of the 
banks. 

9. In the meantime, the Jews were so distressed by the 
fights they had been in, as the war advanced higher and 
higher, and creeping up to the holy house itself, mat they, 
as it were, cut off those limbs of their body which were in- 
fected, in order to prevent the distempers spreading farther*; • 
for they set the north-west dbister, whidi was ioined to the 
tower of Antonia, on fire, and . after that braice off about 
twenty cubits of diat doister, and thereby made a beginning 
in burning the sanctuary : two days after which, or on the 
twenty*faurth day of the forenamed month f Panemus, or 
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Tamuz], the RcMnans set fire to the oloiater that joined to 
the other, when the fire went fifteen cubits farther. Ti|e 
Jews in like mamier cut off its roof; nor did they entirelj 
leave off what they were about till the tower of Antonia was 
parted from the temple, even when it wbs in their power to 
nave stopped the fire ; nay, they lay still while the temple 
was first set on fire, and deemed this spreading of the fire 
to be for their own advantage. However, the armies were 
still fighting one against another about the temple, and the 
W^ was managed by conUnua) sallies of particuliiir parties 
'ag£unst one another. , 

10. Now there was at this time a man among the Jews ; 
low of stature he was, and of a despicable appearance ; of np 
fjiaracter, either as to his family or in odii^ rei^pects; his 
name was Jonathan. He went out at the high*pnest Jolm^s 
nosrament, and uttered many othor insolent tilings to the 
Bomaiis, and challenged the best of th^n all to a single 
ooombaL But many of those that stood there in the army 
huffbd him, and many, of them (as they might well be) were 
afraid of hun. Some of tb^m eiso reasoned thun, and that 
justly enouffh, that it was not fit to fight with a man that 
desired to die, becanse those that utterly desfMured <tf deliver, 
ance had, besideB other passbns, a violence of attacking men 
that could not be japfoaedy and bad no iregax^ to God him* 
aelf ; and that to hazard ooe'^B self with a person, whom if 
Vou overcome yoii. do Jio great motiter^ and by whom it is 
naiardous that you iBay be iaken prisoner, would be an in- 
stance not of manly courage^ but of unmaoly rashness. So 
* there bdng nobody that came out to accept the man^s dial- 
leDfl;e, and the Jew cutting them with a great number of re* 
proacbes, as cowards. (for he was a very haughty man iii hisK 
self, and a great despiser^ the fiomans), one whose name 
Ifas fHuUnsj of the oody of horsemen, out of h^s abomiaa* 
tioB of the other^s words, and of his impudence withal, and 
perhaps out of an inconsiderate arrogance, on aeoount of the 
pther^s loWness of stature, ran out to him, snd wHs.too hard 
for bim in other respects, but was betrayed by.his ill fortune, 
finr he fell down v and as he was down, Jonathan eame run. 
ning to him, and cut. his throat, and tlien standit^ upon has 
dead body, he brandished his sword, bloody as it iras,> and 
diook his shield with his left band, and made usany acdaraa^ 
ticns to ^he Roman army, and insulted over the dead man, 
apd jested upon the Komans ; till at length one Friacus, a 
centurion, shot a dart at him, as he w^ leaping and play- 
ing the fool with himself, and thereby piercea him thlt)ugh : 
upon which a shout was set up botn by the Jews and the 
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RonuuiB, though on different aooounts. So Jonathan grew 
giddy by the pain of his wounds, and fell down upcm the 
body of his adversary, as a plain instance how Suddenly yen* 
geance may come upon men that have success in war with* 
out any just deserving the same. 



CHAP. III. 

Concerning a Stratagem thai was devised by the Jew9y by 
which they burnt many of the Romans ; xtith another De- 
scription of the terrible Famine thai was in the City, 

1. But now the seditious that were in the temple did every 
lay openly endeavour to beat off the soldiers that were upon 
the banks, and on the twenty-seventh day of the forenamed 
month [Panemus, or Tampz], contrived such a stratagem as 
this : they filled that part of the western cloister* which was 
between the beams, and the roof under them, with dnr ma« 
terials, as also with bitumen and pitch, and then retired from 
that place, as though they were tired with the pains they had 
taken ; at which procedure of theirs, many of the most in* 
considerate apiong the Romans, who were carried away with 
violent passions, followed hard after them as they were re* 
tiring, and applied ladders to the cloister, and got up to it 
suddenly : but the more prudent part of them, when they 
understood this unaccountable retreat of the Jews, stood still 
where they were before. However, the cloister was full of 
those that were going up the ladders ; at which time the Jews 
set it all on fire ; and as the flame burst out everywhere on 
the sudden, the Romans that were out of the danger were 
seized with a very great consternation, as were those that 
were in the midst of the danger in the utmost distress.^ So 
when they perceived themselves surrounded with the flames, 
some of them threw themselves down backwards into the cky, 
and some among their enemies [in the temple] ; as did many 
leap down to their own men, and brake their limbs to pieces ; 
but a great number of those that were going to take these 
violent methods were prevented by the fire ; though some 
prevented the fire by tneir own swords. However, the 'fire 
was on the sudden carried so far as to surround those who 
would have otherwise perished. As for Csesar himself, he 
could not however but commiserate those that thus perished, 
although they got up thither without any order for so doing, 
since there was no way of giving them any relief.. Yet was 

• Of tlie Coart of the Gentiles. 
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this some comfort to those that were destroyed, that every 
body might see that person grieve for whose sake they came 
to their end ; for he cried out openly to them, and leaped up, 
and exhorted those that were about him to do their utmost 
to reUeve them. So every one of them died cheerfully, as 
carrying along with him these words, and this intention of 
Caesar, as t^ sepulchral monument Some there were, in- 
deed, who retired into the wall of the cloister, which was 
broad, and were preserved out of the fire, but were then sur- 
rounded by the Jews ; and, although they made resistance 
against the Jews for a long time, yet were they wounded by 
them, and at length they all fell down dead. 

2. At the last, a young man among them, whose name was 
Longus, became a decoration- to this sad affair ; and while . 
every one c£them that perished were worthy of a memorial, 
tills man appeared to deserve it beyond all the rest. Now 
the Jews admired this man for his courage, and were farther 
desirous of having him slain : so they persuaded him to come 
down to them, upon security given him for his life. But . 
Cornelius, his brother, persua^d him, on the contrary, not 
to tarnish his own gWy nor that of the Roman army. He 
complied with this li^t advice, and lifting up his sword be- 
fore both armies, he slew himself. Yet was there one Arto* 
ritis among those surrounded with the fire, who escaped by 
his subtilty, for when he had with a loud voice called to him 
Liudus, one of his fellow-soldiers that lay with him in the 
same tent, and said to him, ^^ I do leave thee heir of all I 
have, if thou wilt come and receive me."^ Upon this he came 
running to receive him readily : Artorius then threw himself 
down upon him, and saved his own life, while he that re- 
ceived him was dashed so vehemently against the stone pave- 
ment by the other's weight, that he died immediately. This 
melancnoly accident made the Romans sad for a while, but 
still it made them more upon their guard for the future, and 
was of advantage to them against the delusions of the Jews, 
by which they were greatly damaged through their unac*^ 
quaintedness with the places and with the nature of the in- 
habitants. Now this cloister was burnt down as far as John^s 
tower, which he built in the war he made against Simon, 
over the gates that led to the Xystus. The Jews also cut 
off the rest of that cloister from the temple, after they had 
destroyed those that cot up to it. But the next day the 
Romans burnt down Uie northern cloister entirely as far as 
the east cloister, whose common angle joined to the valley 
that was called CedroUy and was built over it ; on which ac- 
count the depth was frightful. And this was the state of 
the temple at that time. 
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8. No^, 6{ tho8e that perished by £Eumiie in the tniy^ th^ 
ninnbeF was prodtgtoua, and the miseries they unclerwteoli 
were unspeakable ; for if so miicb as tbe shadow 6f any kiri4 
of food aid anywhere appear^ a war Was comtaaieiiced p^e^* 
sently, and the dearest friends fell a*-fightilig one. with aobther 
about it« snatching from each other the ittost miaerable w^ 
ports of life: : Nor itbuld men beliete that those who were 
dyin^ had no food, but the robbers would jseaoch them y^h&tk 
they were expiring, lest any one should have concealed foo4 
in their bosoms, and counterfeited dying; nay, these robbem 
ffa{)edfor want, and ran about sturabfing and staggering along 
ake mad dogs, and reeling i^ainst the doors of the bouses like 
drunken men ; they would also, in the great distress they were 
in, rush into the very same houses two or three times m one 
and the same day. Moreover, their hunger was so iniqler'^ 
able, that it obliged them to chew every thing, wUle they 
gathered such tfainffg as the most sordid animals would i|0l 
toucbi and endurea to eat them ;[ Mr did they at length abu 
stain from sirdles and shoes, and. the very leather which bek 
longed to their shields they puDed off and gnliwed; the ver^ 
wisps of old hay became food to some^ ami sotne gathered 
up fibres^ and sold a very small weight of them for four Attic 
[orachmse.] But why do I , describe the shameless impudence 
thai the famine brought on men in their eating inanimate 
thinffs ? while I am going to relate a matter of fact, the like 
to which no history relates,* either among the Greeks or 
barbarians. It is horrible to speak of it, and ipacredible when 
heard. I. had indeed willingly omitted this Calamity of ours, 
that I might not seem to deliver what is so portentous to pos- 
terity, but that I have innumerable witnesses to it in my own 
age ; and besides, my country would have had little reason 
to thank me for suppressing the miseries that she underwent 
at.this time^ 

4. There was a certain woman that dwelt beyond Jordan ; 

* What Josepbus observes here, that no paraUel examples had been veoorded 
before this time of such sieges^ wherein mothers were forced by extremity lif 
iiMnine to eat their own «hlldteii, as had been thicaiened to the Jews, in the law 
of Moses, upon obstinate disobedience, and more than once fulfilled, (see my 
Boyle*8 Lectures, p. 210-214), is by Dr. Hudson supposed to have liad twb 
or three parallel examples in later ages. He might have had more examplca, 
I rappose, of persons on shipboard, or in a desert island, casting lota for cadi 
oih^*s bodies ; but all this was only in cases where they knew of no possible way 
to avoid death themselves but by killing and eating others. Whether such ex- 
amples come up to the present case may be doubted. The Homans were not 
only willing, but very desirous to grant those Jews iA Jerusalem both their lives 
and their liberties, and to save both their city and their temple. But the aealots, 
the robbers, and the seditious, would hearken to no terms of submission. They 
voluntarily chose to reduce thd citizens to that extremity as to force mothers to 
this unnatural barbarity, which, in all its eircomstances, has not, I stiU suppose* 
been hitherto paralleled among the rest of mankind* 
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ber mme was Mwry ; her father wasEIeazar, of the Tilhi^ 
Bettieznb, whicli signifies the house of Hvssop. She wotf 
emineBt for her fenmy and h^r wedlth, and bad fled away to 
Jerusalem with the rest of the multitude, and was with tnein 
besieged therein at this time. The other effects of this wo« 
man had been abready seized upon, such I mean as she had 
brought with her out of Perea, aiid removed to th^ city; 
What she had treasured up be^es, as also what food dnej 
bad cohtrived to save, had been also carried off by the rapo^ 
cious guards^ who came every day ruining into her house for 
that purpose. This put the poor woman into a very great 
passion^ and by the fr^uient reproaches and imprecations, she 
east at these rapacious villains, she had provoked them tb an-* 
geri^ainst her ; but none of them, either out of the itidigna^ 
tbn she had raised agidnst herseiC^ or out of oommiserationr 
of her case, would take away her life; atid if she found any 
UnAj she perceived her liliours were for others and not fotf 
herself; and it was now be<k)me impossible for. her any way 
to>find any more food) while the famine pierced through heo 
very bowels and nAarrow, when also her passion was fired to 
a degree bejnDtid the favnne itself; nor aid she consult with 
atiy thing but with her passion and the. necessity she was in;. 
She- then attempted a most unaatimi thing, and snatchinff 
up her son, who was a child sucking at ber breast, shcl saio^ 
^ O thou miserable infknt I for whom shall I preserve thee in 
this war, this famine, and this sedition P As to the war witfe 
the Romans, if the^ preserve oiir lites, we itiust be slaves^ 
This famine also will destroy us even before that slavery 
comes upon us. Yet are these* seditious rogues more tem«» 
ble than both the other. Come on ; be thou my food, and 
be thou a fury to those seditious varlets, and a by-word to 
the world, which is all that is now wanting to complete the 
calamities of us Jews.^ As soon as she had said this, die 
slew her son, and then roasted him, and eat the one-half of 
him, and kept the other half by her concealed. Upon this, 
the seditious came in presently, and smelling the horrid scent 
of this food, they threatened her, that they would cut her 
throat immediately, if she did not shew them what food she 
had gotten ready. She. replied^ that '* she had saved a very 
fine portion of it for them ;^ and withal uncovered what wa$ 
left of her son. Hereupon they were seized with a horror 
and amazement of mind, and stood astonished at the sight, 
when she said to them, ** This is mine own son, and what hath 
been done was mine own doing. Come, eat of this food, for 
I have eaten of it myself. Do not you pretend to be either 
more tender than a woman, or more compassionate than a 
mother ; but if you be so scrupulous, and do abominate this 
my sacrifice, as I have eaten the one half, let the ifst be 
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reserved for me also.'** After which, those men vent out 
trembling, being never so much affrighted at any dung as 
thej were at this, and with some difficulty they left the rest 
of that meat to the mother. Upon which the whde city was 
full of this horrid action immediately ; and while every hodr 
laid this miserable case before their own eyes, they tremblea, 
as if this unheard-of action had been done b^ themselves. 
So those that were thus distressed by the famine were very 
desirous to die, and those already dead were esteetned happy, 
because they had not lived long enough either to hear or to 
see such miseries. 

5. This sad instance was ouickly told to the Romans, some 
of which could not believe it, and others jntied the distress 
nfhich the Jews were under ; but there were many of tliem 
who were hereby induced to a more bitter hatred thffii ordi- 
nary agunst our nation. But for Caesar, he excused himself 
before God as to this matfer, and said/ that ** he had pro- 
posed peace and liberty to the Jews, as well as an dbliviod 
of all thar former insolent practices ; but that they, instead 
of concord, had chosen sedition ; instead of peace, war; and, 
before sadety and abundance, a famine : that they had be* 
gun with their own hands to bum down that tempe which 
we have preserved hitherto ; and that therefore they deserved 
to eat such food as this was : that, however, this horrU 
action of eating an own child ought to be covered with the 
overthrow of their very country itself, and men ought not to 
leave such a city upon the habitable earth to be seen by the 
sun, wherein mothers are thus fed, although such food be 
fitter for the fathers than for the mothers to eat of, since it 
is they that continue still in a state of war against us, after 
they have undergone such miseries as these. And at the 
same time that he said this, he reflected on the' desperate 
condition these men must be in ; nor could he expect that 
such men could be recovered to sobriety of mind, dfter they 
had endured those very sufferings, for the avoiding whereof 
it only was probable they might have r<qpeiited. 






CHAP. IV. 

When the Banks were completed^ and the Battering Jtams 
brotighty and could do nothings Titus gave orders to set 
Fire to the Gates qf the Temple ; in no long Time after 
uhichj the Holy House itself was burnt down^ even against 
his Consent 

§ 1. And now two of the legions had completed their banks 
on the eighth day of the month Lous [Ah] Whereupon 
"*1tas gave orders lliat the battering-rams; r.liould be brought, 
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and set over against the western edifice of the inner temple ; 
for, b^>re these were brought, the firmest of all the other 
engines had battered the w«l for six days together without 
ceasing^ without making any impression upon it ; but the vast 
ki^geness and strong connexion of- the stones was superior to 
that encine and to S\e other battering-rams also. Other Ro- 
mans did indeed undermine the foundations of the northern 
gate, and, after a world of pains, removed the outermost 
stones ; ^et was the ^te stiU upheld by the inner stones, and 
stood still unhurt ; till the workmen, despairing of all such 
attempts by engines and crows, brought their ladders to the 
cloisters. Now the Jews did not interrupt them in so doin^ ; 
but when they w«re gotten up, they fell upon them and fouj^t 
with them ; some of them they thrust down, and threw them 
backwards headlong ; others of them diey met, and slew : 
they also beat many of those that went down the ladders again, 
and slew them with their swords before they could bring 
thfir shields to protect them ; nay, some of the ladders they 
threw down from above, when they were full of armed men : 
a great slaughter was made of the Jews also at the same time, 
while those that bare the ensigns fought hard for them, as 
deeming it a terrible thing, and what would tend to their great 
^ame, if they permitted them to be stolen away. Yet did 
the Jews at length get possession of these engines, and de- 
stroyed th(^ that had gone up the ladders, while the rest 
were so intimidated by what those suffered who were slain, 
that they retired ; although none of the Romans died without 
having done good service before his death. Of the seditious, 
those that had fought bravely in the former battles did the 
like now ; as besides them did Eleazar, the brother^ son of 
Simon the tjrrant. But when Titus perceived that his en* 
deavours to spare a foreign temple turned to the damage of 
his soldiers, and made them be killed, he gave order to set 
the gates an fire. 

S. In the meantime, there deserted to him Ananus, who 
came from Emmaus, the most bloody of all Simon^s guards, 
and Archelaus, the son of Magadatus ; they hoping to be still 
forgiven, because they left the Jews at a time when they were 
the conquerors. Titus objected this to these men, as a cun- 
ning trick of theirs; and as he had been informed of their 
other barbarities toward the Jews, he was going, in all haste, 
to have them both slain. He told them, that ^* they were 
only driven to this desertion because of the utmost custress 
they were in, and did not come away of their own good dis- 
position ; and that those did not deserve to be preserved by 
whom their own city was already set on fire, out of whien 
fire they now hurried themselves away.^^ However, the se- 
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entity he ba4 prpq^ised dee^ierv qveitaw^ bis QonePtroentA^ 
^ijui be <UsimsE|ea tbi^vi aQCprdiiu^ly* though be did IH>I gj^y^ 
then tbe «aine pn?ikge8 th^t h^ hftajdTord^ l» Ptfaers. A«d 
TBd^ tb^ sokUers bod alreody put fire (Q.tbe galies, end the 
silver that wiu» over ihem ouickl}^ parried the flaiiies to the 
wood that was.withui it, wneiice it ^read itadf all on Ib^ 
pifddefQ, and eaugbt hold of the doistcaw. Upon the J0wa 
aeeiag this fir^ all about th^oi, their spirit wuik, tpgetber iri^h 
tbpir bodied) oaA they we»e under Mieh aatonisbiaent that not 
QW of them made any haste either to defied bims^ or |a 
qoeneh the fire, but they stood as mute spectators of it o9l}f> 
However, they did not so «ieye at the loss of what was oqjfvr 
burniag, as to grow wiser thereby for the time to come ; but» 
as though the holy house itself had been on fire alceadyii 
tbey whetted their passions against the Romans. This fire 
prevailed during that day and the next also ; for the soldiers 
were npt able to burn all the cloisters that were round about 
together. atone time, but only by pieces. 
: 8. But then, on the next davy Titus commanded part of 
bis anny to quench the fire, ana to make a road for the more 
easy marching up of the legions, while he himself gathered 
the commanders together. Of those there were assembled 
the six principal persons; Tiberius Alexander, the coipmaiU 
der [under tne. general] of the whole army, with Sex^us 
Cerealis, the commander of the fifth legion, and Larcius 
Lc^idus, the eommander of the tenth kgion, and Titus 
Frigius^ the commander of the fifteenth legion ; th^-e was dso 
with them Etemius, the leader of the two le^ns that came 
from Alexandria, and Marcus Aatontus Julianus^ procurator • 
of Judea ; After these came together also the rest of the proi- 
ouralors and tribunes. Titus proposed to. these» that they 
thould giye him. their advice what should be done about the 
holy house. Now some of these thought, ^^ it would be the 
best way to act according to the rules of war [and demolish 
it], because the Jews would never leave ofi" rebelling while 
Ihat hou^ was standing, at whidb house it was that tbey used 
to get all tcgetber."^ Others of them were of opinion^ that 
'^ in case the Jews would leave it, and none of them would 
lay their arms. 4ip in it, he might save it ; Imt that in case they 
^t upon it, and fought any more, he m^ht burn it ; because 
R mUst then be looked upon, not as a holy house, but as Ji 
citadel ; and that the impiety of burning it would then belong 
to those that forced this to be done, and not to them.*^ But 
Titus said, that *^ although the Jews should gfi upon that 
holy house, and fight us thence, yet ought we not to re^ 
Tenge oursdves on things that are inanimate, instead of the 
men themselves ; and that be was not in any case for burning 
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down «>.VMt « wiwk •« tM WAS* lip^c^vife .Um v»Qiil4 Ihi » 
oiiflchief (o Ibe Roma^ft ttiernsolv^Sy aa it wo|dd be a^ pfMr 
fipkeUt tq.ti^ir goyerqiQept whiW it coptiui^.'" Sd^Firoiiit9 
^4 Al0mi¥kr «^ C^rf^alis grew bold upcHi tbltt d^darir 
ti^y .mid agE^ to the opiiuon of Titus* Then w^f tbja 
M^embiy dissolved) iNhen jl'itvis had giyen ofder^ tp %l^ otmr 
mand^ra. that the re^t of their forces ahocdd li^ stiU, Wit.th4i 
they ^oiild make U9e of sueh as were most oouragepu^jn \ki» 
attack. . So he commaDded tliat the choseomeQ,thal,ifer^ 
taken out of the cohorts ahould make th^ir way through th^ 
ruins, and ({uench the &ve. . . 

4. Now it is true, that on this day the Jew9 Mfer& ap ve^ufy^ 
and under siich oonstemation, that they i^frain^d from any 
attacks. But on the next day they gathered their whole fc^^ 
togethei:» and ran upon those that guarded thQ outward ^mt 
of tho temple) very boldly, tlirough the east g^te* and tl^y^ 
about the second hour of the day. These, guards received 
that their attack with great bravery, and by covering thenipf- 
fielves with their shields before, as if it were with a w^l, thf^y 
dn^w their squadrons close together ; yet was it evident thai 
they oouki not abide there very long, but would be overborn^ 
by the multitude of those that sallied out upon them, and by 
the heat of their passion. However, C»sar seeing,. frond tih^ 
tower of Antonia, that this squadron was likely to ^ye way<, 
he sent some chosen horsemen to support them. Hereupon 
the Jews found themselves not able to sustain tjieir onset, 
and upon the slaughter of those in the fore^fcont, many of the 
rest were put to ffight. But as the Bomans were gomg off, 
the Jews turned upon them and fought them ; apd as thosjp 
Romans came back upon them, they reti^ted agaip, unt^ 
about the fifth hour of the day they were overborne, and shut 
themselves up in the inner [court of the] temple. 

5. So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, and resolved 
to storm the temple the next day, early in the morning, with 
his whole army, and to encamp round about the hply hqusa 
fiut as for that house, Grod had for certain long ago doomed 
it to the fire ; and now that fatal day was come, according tp 
the revolution of ages. It was the tenth day of the month 
Lous [Ab], upon which it was formerly burnt by the kif^ 
of Babylon ; although these flames took their rise from th^ 
Jews themselves, and were occasioned by them ; for i^pon 
Titus^s retiring, the seditious lay still for a little while, ^nd "" 
then attacked the Bomans again, when those that guarde4 
the holy bouse fought with those thait quenched the fire th^t 
was burning in the inner [court of the] temple ; but these 
Romans put the Jews to flight, and proceeded as far a^ the 
holy house itself. At which time one of the soldiers, without 
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ftiaying for any ftrders, nnd without any cnHr^ni or dread upon 
liim at BO great an undertaking, and being hurried on by a 
certain divine fury, snatched somewhat oqt of the matenab 
that were on fire, and lM?ing hfled up by another soldier, he 
Bet fire to a ^>ldcn window, throuf^b whidi there was a pas* 
sage to the rooms that were round about the holy hou&e, on 
the north side of it. As the flatrles went upward, the Jew* 
made a great el amour, such as ^ irighty an affliction required^ 
and ran together to prevent it ; and now they spared not 
their lives «ny longer, nor sneered any tJnni^ to restrain their 
force, since that lioly house was peri filing, for whose sake k 
Was that they kept such a guard about it* 

6, And now a certain person came running to Titus, and 
told htm of this fire, as he w^as resting himself in his tent after 
the last battle ; whereupon he rose up in great haste, and, a* 
he was, ran to the holy house, in order to have a stop put to 
the fire ; after him fi>l lowed all his commanders, and tiftef 
them followed the several legions in great astonishment : so 
there was a great elatnour and tumult raised, as was natural 
trfxjn the disorderly motion of so great an army. Then did 
Cfesar, both by calung to the soldiers that were tight in g, with 
a loud voice^ and by giving a signal to them with hi^ right 
hand, order them to quench the lire. But they did not hear 
what he said^ though he spake m ioud, having their ears al- 
ready dinned by a greater noise another way ; nor did the^ 
attend to the signal he made with his hancf neither, as still 
some of them were <Ui^tracteti with Hghting, and others with 
passion. But as for the legions that c^me ruunir>g thither* 
neither any p<>rsu as ions nor any threaten in gs could restrain 
their violencej but each one^s own passion was his rommamler 
at this lime ; and as they were cmwding into the temple to- 
gether, many of them were trampled on by the others; while 
a great number fell among the rums of tlie cloister*^ i^hicll 
were still hot and smoking, and were destroyed in the«ame 
miserable way with those whom they had conquered; and 
when they were come near the holy house, they made m if 
they did not ^o much as hear Caesar's orders to the contrary ; 
but they encouraged those that were before them to set it an 
fire. As for the t^editious, they were in too gi"eat distress 
ttifeady to aifbrd their assistance [towiirds quenching the fire] ; 
they were everywhere slain, and everywhere beaten i and a» 
for a great part of the people, they were weak, and without 
arms, and had tht.'ir throats cut wherever they were caught. 
Now round about the altar lay dead fxHlies heaped one upon 
another, as at the steps* going up to it ran a great quantity 

• These step* U> t!ic ultar i5f burnt^offtfing seem licre tiiliet nn inipm|*rr slid 
ifiJKCunitc ex^sian ('f Jospplms, wnre it was titijflifrfii^ to mnkc tcidikt !!?tp* ; 
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of their blood; whitber ako the dead bodies that were dkuu 
above [on the alt^] fdl: down. . . :. < 

7. And now, since Caesar was no way able to restrain the 
enthusiastic fury of the soldiers, and the fire proceeded oil 
more and more, he went into the holy place ot the tewfplej - 
with his commaiiders, and saw it, with what was in it, which 
he found to be superior to what the relations of forrignefB 
contained, and not inferior t& what we ourselves boasted of 
and believed about it. But as the flame had not as yet reached 
to its inward parts, but was still consuming the rooms that 
were about the holy house, and Titus supposing, what the 
fact was, that the house itself might yet be saved, he came up 
in haste, and endeavoured to persuade the soldiers to qucn^ 
the fire, and gave order to Liperalius the centurion, and one 
of those spearmen that were about him, to beat the soldiers 
that were refractory, with their staves, and to restrain them ; 
yet were their passions too hard for the regards they had for 
Caesar, and the dread they had of him who forbade them^ as 
was their hatred of the Jews, and a certain vehement inclina^ 
tioQ to fight them too hard for them also. Moreover, the 
hope of plunder induced many to go on, as having this opi- 
nion, that all the places within were full of money, and as 
seeing that all round about it was made of gold. And besides^ 
one of those that went into the place prevented Caesar, when 
he ran out so hastily to restrain the soldiers, and threw the 
fire upon the hinges of the gate, in the dark ; whereby the 
flame burst out from within the holy house itself immediate- 
ly, when the commanders ret'u*ed, and Caesar with them, and 
when nobody any longer forbade those that were without to 
set fire to it. And thus was the holy house burnt down 
without Caesar'^s approbation. 

8. Now, although any one would justly lament the de* 
st ruction of such a work as this was, since it was the most 
admirable of all the works that we have seen or heard, both 
for its curious structure and its magnitude, afid also for the 
vast wealth bestowed upon it, as well as for the glorious re- 
putation it had for its holiness ; yet might such a one comi- 
fort himself with this thought, that it was fate that decreed it 
so to be, which is inevitable, both as to living creatures and 
as to works and places also. However, one cannot but wonl 
der at the accuracy of this period thereto relating ; for the 
same month and dlay were now observed, as I said before, 
wherein the holy house was burnt formerly by the Babylo- 

Bce description of the templet, ch. xiii. and note on Antiq. B iv. ch. tiii. «eot. 
d ; or else those steps or stairs we now use were invented befoK the days of 
Herod the Great, and had been here built by him, though the later Jcwv al- 
ways deny it, and say that even lierod*s altar was uecendcd 4o by an acclivity 
only. ' 
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BiaHs. Now the Dluofcer of years that passed frotti itd first 
foundaUon, which was laid by kiiig Stdmnon, tiH this its de- 
sttuction, which happened in the seooiid year df the l^eign of 
Vesfiasiao^ aie'OoUeeted to be one thousand one hundred and 
thirty, be&les seven months end fifheen days ; and fi^iii the 
steond building of it, which was done by Haggai, in the 
seoend year of Cyrus the lun^, till its destructi^Ai >undef Ves- 
pasbm, there were six hundjrkl thirty-nine years and finrty- 
ive days. 



CHAP. V. 

TftegreiU d&stress the Jews were in upon the Cofi/kiffratwn of 
the Holy House, Concealing a false Prophet^ and me 
Si^pfts that preceded this Destructmn. 

§ 1. While the holy house wae on fire, every thing was 
plundered that came to hand, and ten thousand of those that 
were caught were slain; nor was there a commiseration of any 
age, or any reveroice of gravity, but chiMren and old men, 
and profane persons and priests, were all slain in the same 
manner ; so that this war went rotmd all sorts of men, and 
brougbt them to destruction, and as well those that made 
supplication for thrir lives as those that defended themselves 
fay %htiBg. The flame Was also carried a long way, and 
atede an echo, together with the ^pans of those that were 
slain ; and because this hill was high, and the works at the 
temple were very great, one would have thought the whole 
city had been on fire. Nor can one imagine any thing either 
greater or more terrible than this noise ; for there was at 
once a shout of the Roman legions, who were marching all 
togeCher, and a sad clamour of the seditious, who were now 
anrrounded with fire and sword. The people also that were 
4eft iabove, wwe beaten back upon the enemy, and under a 
gi*eat consternation, andmade sad moans at the calamity they 
were under ; tTie multitude also that was in the city joined in 
this outcry with those that were upon the hill. And, besides, 
many of those that were worn away by the famine, and their 
mouths almost closed, when they saw the fire of the holy 
Jkouse, they exerted their utmost strength, and brake out into 
groatis and outcries again ; Perea* did also return the echo, 
as weH as the mountains round about [the city], and aug- 

* This Perfo, if the word be not mutaken in the copies, cannot well be that 
Perea whvch was beyond Jordan, whose mountains were at a considerable dis- 
••nee from Jotdao, and much too r^note from Jerusalem to join in this echo at 
<h« oonflagratioD of the tanplei but Perea must be rather some mountains be- 
yand the brook Oedron, as was die Mount of Olives, or some odiers, about 
fttdi • d^laiiee from Jerusalem ; wliichobsenration is so obvious, that it if a 
wonder our commentatort here take no notice of it. r^ T 
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mented the force of the entm noise* Yet wds die miserj^ 
itedf more tevrible than tb» disofder ; for oDe would ha^ee 
tlKMi^t that tie hiU itself, on which the temj^ stood, was 
seething hot, at full of fire on every part of it ; that the blood 
W88 hffger ki qoantity than the fire, and those that were slain 
more in numbier than those that slew them ; for the ground 
did OBwhetie lif]|)ear visibfe, for the dead bodies that ky o» 
it ; but the soldiers went or?er heaps of those bodies as they 
ran opon such as fied from them. And now it was that the 
multitude of die robbers wene thrust out [of the inner court 
of die temple] by the Romans, and bad much acb to ^et 
iQlo th^ outward court, and fknn thence into the city, while 
the remaindeF of the popnlace ied into the cloister of that 
outer eourt. As for the priests, some of them plucked up 
front the holy house the sfmcesf* that were upon it, with their 
bases, wbich were made of lead, and shot them at the Ho^ 
maas ixistead of darts. But then, as they pained nothing by 
so doing, and as the fire burst out upon them, they retirea 
to the wall,, that was eight cubits broad, and there they tar- 
ried; yet did two of these of eminence amongst them, who 
might have saved themseivea by going over t& the Rcnmma, 
or have borne up with courage and taken their fortune 'with 
the others, thiV>w themselves into the fire, and were bumt^ 
together with the holy house: their names were Meirus the 
•on of Belgas, and Joseph the son of Daieus. 

ft. And now the Bcnnan^ judging that it was in vain to 
spare what was round about the^holy house, burnt all those 
places^ as also the remains of the cknsters and the gates, two 
exoepted ; the one on the east side and the other on the 
sooth ; both which, howerer, they burnt aftei::ward. They 
also burnt down the treasury chambers, in which was an im- 
mense quantity of money, and an immense number of gari. 
ments, and other precious goods^ there reposited ; and, to 
speak all in a few words, there it was that the entire riches of 
tn^ Jews were heaped up together, while the rich people had 
there boik themsdves chambers [to contain such furniture}; 
The soldiers ako came to the rest of the cloisters that .were 
in the outer [court of the] temple, whither the women and 
children, and a great mixed multitude of the people, flejd, in 
number about six thousand. But before Ccesar had deter- 
mined any thing about these people, or given the commanders 
any orders relating to them, the soldiers were in such a rage 

* Boland, I tlunk, htre judgei weQ, when he Interprets theee 4|^es, of thoee 
that itood on the top of the holy house, with sharp pjbits : they were fixed ioto 
lead, to prevent the birds from sittyig there, and defiling the holy house ; for 
ioch spilus there were now upon it, as Joi^us himKlf hath already ^sfurod 
U8» B. ▼. ch. T. sect. 6. 
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that they set that cloister an fire ; by which means it came, to 
pass, that soipe of these w«re destroyed by throwing them* 
selves down headlong, and some were burnt in the cloistens 
themselres. Nor did any one of them escape with his life: 
A false prophet was the occanon* of these peopWs destruc*' 
tion, who had made a public proclamation in the city that 
▼ery day. That ^^ God commanded them to get up upon the 
temple, and that there they should receive miraculous signs 
of their deliverance.'" • Now there was then a great number 
of false prophets suborned by the tyrants to impose on the' 
people, who denounced this to them, that they should wut 
for deliverance from Grod; and this, was in order to keep 
them from deserting, and that they might be buoyed up above 
fear and care by such hopes. Now a man that is in aaversity 
does easily comply with such promises ; for when such a se^ 
ducer makes him believe that he shall be delivered from those 
miseries which oppress him, then it is that the patient is full 
of hopes of such deliverance. 

3. Thus were the miserable people persuaded by these de- 
cdvers, and such as belied God himself ; while they did not 
attend nor give credit to the signs that were so evident, and 
did so plainly foretell their future desolation, but like men in- 
fatuated, without either eyes to see or minds to consider, did 
not regard the denunciations that God made to them. Thus 
there was a star'f* resembling a sword, which stood over tlie 
dty, and a cometf that contmued a whole year. Thus also, 
before the Jews^ rebellion, and before those commotions 
which preceded the war, when the people were come in 
great crowds to the feast of unleavened bread, on the ^shth ^ 
cay} of the month Xanthicus [Nisan], and at the ninth hour 
of the night, so ^eat a light shone round the altar and the 
holy house that it appeared to be bright day-time ; which 
light lasted for hal{^.an hour. This Tight seemed to be a 
good sign to the unskilful, but was so interi)reted by the sacred 
scribes as to portend those events that followed immediately 
upon it. At the same festival also a heifer, as she was led hj 
the high-priest to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in ttie 

* Reland here justly takes notice, that these Jews, who had despised the true 
Pnpket,. wen deseiredlj abused and deluded by these faUe ones, 

•f Whether Josephus means that this star was different from that comet whidi 
lasted a whole year, I cannot certainly determine. His words most fiivour their 
being diffierent horn one another. 

X Since Josephus still uses the Syro.Macedonian month Xanthicus for the 
Jewish month Nisan, this 8th, or, as Nicephorus reads it, this 9th of Xanthicus 
or Nisan, was almost a week before the FassoTer on the Uih ; about which time 
we learn from St John that Maity used to fgo out tf the ceumtry to JerutaUm to 
fwrify tAemte/MS, John xi. 55, with xii. £ in agreement witih Josephus also, 
B. T. eh. iii. sect. 1. And it might well be that in the sight of these this es. 
traordinary light might appear. 
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mi^st of the temple. Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner 
[court of the] temple, which was of brass, and vastly heavy, 
and had been with difficulty shut by twenty men, and rested 
upon a baus armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very 
deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one entire 
stone, was seen to be opened of its own accord about the 
bixth hour of the night. Now those that kept watch in the 
temple came hereupon running to the captidn of the temple, 
and told him of it ; who then came up thither, and not with- 
out great difficulty was able to shut the gate again. This 
also appeared to the vulgar to be a very happy prodigy, as if 
God did thereby open them the gate of happiness. But the 
men of learning understood it, that the security of their holy 
house was dissolved of its own accord, and that the gate was 
opened for the advantage of their enemies. So these publicly 
oeclared that this signal foreshewed the desolation that was 
coming upon them. Besides these, a few days after that 
feast, on the one and twentieth day of the month Artemisius 
[ Jyar], a certwi prodigious and incredible phenomenon ap- 
peared. I suppose the account of it would seem to be a fable, 
were it not related by those that saw it^ and were not the 
events tliat followed it of so considerable a nature as to de- 
serve such signals ; for, before sunsetting, chariots and troops 
of soldiers in their armour were seen running about among 
the clouds, and surrounding of cities. Moreover,, at that 
feast which we call Pentecost^ as the priests were going by 
night into the inner* [court of the] temple, as their custom 
was, to perform their sacred ministrations, they said, that in 
the first place they felt a quaking, and heard a great noise ; . 
and after that they heard a sound as of a multitude, sajring, 
" Let us remove hence.*" But what is still more terrible, 
there was one Jesus, the son of Ananus, a plebeian and a _ 
husbandman, who, four years before the war began, and at a 
time wheif the city was m veiy great peace and prosperity, 
came to that feast whereon it is our custom for every one to 
make tabernacles to God in the temple,f began on a sud- 
den to cry aloud, " A voice from the east, a voice from the 
west, a voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem 

* TbU here teems to be the court of the prietts. 

t Both Keland and Haveicamp io this place alter the natural punctuation 
and sense of Josephus, and this contrary to the opinion of Valesius and Dr. 
Hudson, lest Josephus should say that the Jews built booths or tents within the 
ttmpU at the feast of Tabernacles, which the Uuer rabbins wUl not allow to have 
been the ancient practice ; but then, since it is expressly told us io Nehcmiah, 
viti. 16, that, in still elder times, the Jema made bootka in the court of the house 
of God at that festival, Jo^ephus may well be permitted to say the same. And 
indeed the modern ndibifls are of very small authority io all such maltera of cc- 
t antiquity. 
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and the holy house, a voice a&iast the bridegrooros and the 
brides, and a voice against this whole people.*** This "vtiIs bis 
crv, as he went about bj d&j and by night, in all the lanea 
of the city. However, certain of the mosrt eminent amo^g 
the populace had great indignation at this dire cry of bis, 
and took up the man, and save him a great number of severe 
stripes ; yet did not he ritner say any tbin^ for himself, or 
any thing peculiar to those that chastised him, but still went 
on with the same words which he cried before. Hereupon 
our rulers suppodng, as the case proved to be, that this was 
a sort of divine fury in the man, brought him to the Roman 
procurator, where he was whipped till his bones were laid 
bare : yet did not he make any supplication for himself, nor 
shed any tears ; but turning his voice to the most lamentable 
tone possible, at every stroke of the whip his answer was, 
*• Woe, woe to Jerusalem !" And when Albinus (for he was 
then our procurator) asked him, ** Who he was, and whence 
he came ? and why he uttered such words ?" he made no 
manner of reply to what he said, but still did not leave off 
his melancholy ditty, till Albinus took him to be a madman, 
and dismissed him. Now, during all the time that passed 
before the war began, this man did not go near any of the 
citizens, nor was seen by them while he said so ; but he every 
day uttered these lamentable words, as if it were his preme- 
ditated -vow, " Woe, woe to Jerusalem !** Nor did he give 
ill words to any of those that beat him every day, nor good 
words to those that gave him food ; but this was his reply to 
all men, . and indeed no other than a melancholy presage of 
what was to come. This cry of his was the louaest at the 
festivals; and he continued this ditty for seven years and five 
months, without growing hoarse or being tired therewith, 
until the very time that he saw his presage in earnest ftilfllled 
in our siece, when it ceased ; for as he was going round upon 
the wall, he cried out with his utmost force, ** Woe, woe t6 
the city again, and to the people, and to the holy hoolse!^ 
And just as he added at the last, " Woe, woe to myself also!'' 
there came a stone out of one of the engines, and smote hiro, 
and killed him immediately ; and, as he was uttering the very 
same presages, he gave up the ghost. 

4. Now, if any one consider these things, he.will find that 
God takes care of mankind, and by all ways possible fore- 
shews to our race what is for their preservation, but that men 
perish by those miseries which they madly and voluntarily 
bring upon themselves ; for the Jews, by demolishing tKe 
tower of Antonia, had made their temple foui*-square, while 
at the same time they had it written in their sacred oracles. 
That " then should their city be taken, as well as their hoiy 
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home, when onoe their temple should become ibur-square.^ 
Bat now, what did the most ^letate them m undertaking this 
war, was an ambiguous oracle that was found also in their 
aucred writings, how ** about that time, one (Vom their coun* 
Uy should become governor ^ the habitable eartfa.^ The 
Jews took this prediction to belong to themselves in particu* 
lar, and many of the wise men were thereby deceived in their 
determination. 'Now this oracle certainly denoted the go- 
vemment of Vespauan, who was appointed empetx)r in Judea. 
However, it is not possible for men to avoid fate, idthougb 
they see it beforehand. But these men interpreted some of 
these signals according to their owti pleasure, and some of 
them tikey utterly despised, until their madness was demon- 
strated, both by the taking of their city and their own de- 
struction. 

CHAP. VI. 

How the Romans carried their Ensigns to the Temple^ and 
^iMdejoyfvi Acclamations to Titus, The Speech that Titus 
made to the Jews when they made Supplication for Mercy, 
What Reply they made thereto ; and how that Reply moved 
Ti^is*s Indignation against them. 

§ 1. And now the Romans, upon the flight of the seditious* 
mto the city, and upon the burning of the holy house itself, 
^md of all the buildings round about it, brought their ensigns 
to the temple,* and set them over asainst its eastern gates ; 
and there did they offer sacrifices to them, and there did they 
make Titus Imperator,f with the greatest acclamations of 
joy. And now all the soldiers had such vast quantities of 
the spoils whidi they had gotten by plunder, that in Syria a 
pound weight of gold wa& sold for half its former value. But 
as for those priests that kept themselves still upon the wall j: 
of the holy house, there was a boy, that out of the thirst he 
was in, desired some of the Roman guards to give him their 
light hands as a security for his life, and confessed he was 
very thirsty. These guards commiserated his age, and the 

• Take Havcrcanip's note here — " Thli," says he, " is a remarkable place ; 
^ TfrtuUian truly gays in his Apologetic, cb. xvi. p. 1G2, that the entire re- 
I'fi^ of the Romao camp almost consisted in wonhipping the ensigns, in swear- 
^ by the ensigns, and in preferring the ensigns before all the [other] gods.*' 
See what Havercamp says upon that place of T^rtullian. 

t 'Hiis dedaritig Titos Jmperutor by the soldiers, upon such dgnal saccess, 
^ the slai^hter of such a yaat number of enemies^ waa acooiding to the aaual 
P^ctice of the Romans in like cases, as Kdand assures us on this place. 

t The Jews of later times agree with Josephus, that there were hiding-places 
w secret chambers ab«ot the holy house, as Keland here Informs us, where he 
^^^^ h9 to fMOd tbeie tery walls deKfibed by then. 
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distress be was m^ and gave him their right hands acceid- 
ingly. So he came down himself, and drank some water, 
and 611ed the vessel he had with him when he came ta them 
with water, and then went off, and fled away to his awn 
friends ; nor could any of those guards overtake him-; but 
still they reproached him for his perfidiousness. To which 
he made his answer : ^' I have not broken the agreement ; 
for the security I had given me was not in order to my staying 
with you, but only in order to my coming down safely, and 
taking up some water ; both which things I have performed, 
and thereupon think myself to have been faithful to my en- 
gagement.^ Hereupon those whom the child had imposed 
upon admired at his cunning, and that on account of his age. 
On the fifth day afterward, the priests that were pined with 
the famine came down, and when they were brought to Titira 
by the guards, they begged for their lives ; but he replied. 
That " the time of pardon was over as to them, and that this 
very holy house, on whose account only they could justly 
hope to be preserved, was destroyed, and that it was agree^ 
able to their office, that priests should perish with the house 
itself to which tl^ey belonged."" So he ordered them to be 
put to death. 

2. But as for the tyrants themselves, and those that were 
with them, when they found that they were encompassed on 
every side, and as it were walled round v/ithout any method 
of escaping, they desired to treat with Titus by word of 
mouth. Accordingly, such was the kindness of his nature 
and his desire of preserving the city from destruction, and 
was joined to the adviqe of his frienas, who now thought the 
robbers were come to a tenaper, that he placed himself en the 
western side of the outer [court of the] temple ; for there 
were gates on that side above the Xystus, and a bridge that 
connected the upper city to the temple. This bridge it was 
that lay bet^'een the tyrants and Cxsar, and parted them ; 
wliile the niultilude stood on each side ; those of the Jewish 
nation about Simon and John, with great hopes of pardon, 
and the Romans about Caesar, in great expectation how Titus 
would receive their supplication. So Titus charged his sol- 
diei% to restrain their rage, and to let their darts alone, and 
appointed an interpreter uet ween them, which was a sign that 
he was the conqueror, and first began the discourse, and said : 
" I hope you, Sirs, are now satiated wifh the miseries of your 
country, who have not had any just notions, either of our 
great power or of your own great weakness, but have like 
madmen, after a violent and inconsiderate manner, made 
such attempts as have brought your people, your city, and 
your holy house to destruction. You have been the men 
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that bave never left off rebelting since Porapey first con- 

auered ydu, and have since that time made open war with 
le Romans. Have you depended on your multitude, while 
a y&ry small part of the Roman soldiery have been strong 
enough for you ? Have you relied on the fidelity of your 
confederates ? And what nations are there out of the liihit? 
of our dominion, that would choose to assist the Jews be- 
fore the Romans? Are your bodies stronger than ours? 
Nay, you know that the [strong] Germans themselves are our 
servants. Have you stronger walls than we have ? Pray, 
what greater obstacle is there than the wall of the ocean, 
with which the Britons are encompassed, and yet do adore 
the arms of the Romans ? Do you exceed us in courage of 
soul, smd in the sagacity of your commanders ? Nay, indeed 
you cannot but know that the very Carthaginians have been 
conquered by us. It can therefore be nothing certmnly but 
the Kindness of us Romans which hath exci^ you against 
us ; who, in the first place, have given you this land to pos^: 
sess ; vid, in the next place, have set over you kin^s of your 
own nation ; and, in the third place, have preserved the laws 
of your forefathers to you, and have withal permitted you to 
live either by yourselves or among others, as it should please 
you ; and, what is our chief favour of all, we have given 
you leave to gather up that tribute which is paid to God,* 
with such other gifts that are dedicated to him ; nor have 
we called those that carried these donations to account, nor * 
prohibited them ; till at length you became richer than wc 
ourselves, even when you were our enemies ; and you made 
preparations for war against us with our own money : nay, after 
all, when you were in the enjoyment of all these advantages, 
you turned your too great plenty against those that gave it 
you, and, like merdless serpents, nave thrown out your poison 
against those that treated you kindly. I suppose, therefore, 
that you might despise tne slothfalness of Nero, and hke 
limbs of the body that are broken or dislocated, you did then 
lie cjuiet, waiting for some other time, though rtill with a 
malicious intention, and have now shewed your distemper to 
be greater than ever, and have extended your desires as f«" 
as your impudent and immense hopes would enable yon t6 
do it. At this time my father come into this country, not 
with a de^gn to punish you for what you had' done under 
CestiuB, but to admonish you ; for, had he come to overthrow 
your nation, he had run directly to your fountain-head, and 
nad immediately laid this city waste ; whereas he went and 

* Spanheini notea here, that the Romans used to permit the Jews to collect 
tlieir sacred tribute, and send it to Jeru^em ; of which we have had abundant 
evidence in Josephus already on other occasions. 
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burnt Galilee and the neighbcMifui^ pacftB» and thereby gave 
you time for repeptanoe ; which mstaiice of humaoity yoa 
took for an argument of his weakness, and. nourished up your 
impudence by our mildness. When Nero was gone out of 
the world, you did as the wickedest wretches would baTe 
done, and encouraged yourselves to act against ua by our 
civil dissensions, bm abused that time when both I and my 
father were gone away for Egypt, to make preparations for 
this war. Nor were you ashamed to raise disturbances 
agmnst us when we were made emperors, and this while 
you had experienced how mild we had been, when we 
were no more than generals of the army. But when the 
government was devolved upon us, and all other people did 
thereupon lie quiet, and even foreign nations sent emoassies, 
and congratulated our access to the government, then did 
you Jews shew yourselves to be our enemies. You sent em- 
bassies to those of your nation that are beyond Euphrates, 
to asrist you in your raising disturbances ; new wails were 
built by you round your city, seditions arose, and one tyrant 
contended against another, and a civil war broke out among 
you ; such, indeed, as became none but so wicked a people 
as you are. I then came to this city, as unwillingly sent oy 
my father, and received melancholy injunctions from him. 
When I heard that the people were disposed to peace, I re- 
joiced at it : I exhorted you to leave off these proceedings 
^ before I began this war ; I spared you even when you had 
fought against me a great while ; I save my right hand as 
security to the deserters ; I observed what I had promised 
faithfully. When they fled to me, I had compassion on 
many of those I had taken captive ; I tortured those that 
were eager for war, in order to restrain them. It was un- 
willingly that I brought my enginesof war against your walls. 
I always prohibited my soldiers, when they were set upon 
your slaughter, from their severity against you. After every 
victory, I persuaded you to peace, as though I had been 
myself conquered. When I came near to your temple, I 
again departed from the laws of war, and exhorted you to 
spare you own sanctuary, and to preserve your holy house 
to yourselves. I allowed you a quiet exit out of it, and se- 
curilv for your preservation ; nay, if you had a mind, I gave 
you leave to fight in another place. Yet have you still des- 
pised every one of my proposals, and have set fire to your 
noly lK>use with your own hands. And now, vile wretches ! 
do you desire to treat with me by word of mouth ? To what 
purpc^se is it that you would save such a holy house as this 
was, which is now destroyed ? What preservation can you 
vHiw riesire, after the destruction of your temple ? Yet do you 
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stand still at this very time in your armour ; nor can you 
bring yourselves so much |is to pretend to be supplicants, 
even in thb your utmost extremity. O miserable creatures ! 
what is it you depend on ? are not your people dead ? is not 
your holy house gone ? is not your city in my power ? and 
are not )rour own very lives in my hands ? And do you still 
deem it a part of valour to die ? However, I will not iiHi* 
late your madness. If you will throw down your arms^ and 
deliver up your bodies to me,"" I grant you your Uves ; and 
I will act like a mild master of a family ; what cannot be 
healed shall be punished, and the rest I will preserve for 
my own use." 

3. To that offer of Titus they made this reply, That ** they 
could not accept of it, because they had sworn never to do 
so ; but they aesired they might have leave to go through 
the wall that had been made about them, with their wives 
and children ; for that they would go into the desert, and 
leave the city to him." At this Titus had great indignation, 
that, when they were in the case of men already ta&n cap*- 
tives, they should pretend to make their own terms with 
him, as if they haa been conquerors. So he ordered this 
proclamation to be made to them. That '^ they should no 
more come out to him as deserters, nor hope for any farthei* 
security ; for that he would henceforth spare nobody, Init 
%ht them with his whole army ; and that they must 'save 
themselves as well as they could ; for that he would from 
henceforth treat them according to the laws of war." So he 
g^ve orders to the soldiers both to bum and to plunder the 
city ; who did nothing indeed that day ; but on the next day 
they set fire to the repository of the archives, to Acra, to tlie 
council-house, and to the place called OpkUu ; at which 
time the fire proceeded as far as the palace of queen Helena, 
which was in the middle of Acra : the lanes also were burnt 
down, as were also those. houses that wene full of the dead 
bodies of such as were destroyed by famine 

.4. On the same day it was that the sons and brethren of 
Izates the king, tog^lier with many others of the eminent men 
of th.e populace, got together there, and besought Caesar to 

E'vetheranbrighthandfor their security; upon which, thomb 
I were very angry at all that were now remaining, yel old 
he not lay aside his old moderation, but received these men. 
At that time indeed he kept them all in custody, but still 
b^und the king'^s sons, and kinsmen, and led them with hii» 
to Rome, in onler to make them hostages for their couotry^s 
fidelity to the Romans. 
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CHAR VII. 

What cffieruoard b^eU the Seditious^ when they had done a 
great Deal qf mutchief, and suffered many Mis/brtunes ; 
as also how Ccesar became Master qftJte Upper CUy. 

§ 1. Ai^D now the seditious rushed into the royal palace, 
into which many had put their efiects, because it was so 
strong, and drove the Romans away from it. They also slew- 
all the people that had crowded into it, who were m number 
about eight thousand four hundred, and plundered them of 
what they had. They also took two of the Romans alive ; 
the one was a horseman and the other a footman. They 
then cut the throat of the footman, and immediately had him 
drawn through the whole city, as revenging themselves upon 
the whole b^y of the Romans by this one instance. But 
the horseman said he had somewhat to suggest to them, in 
order to their preservation ; whereupon he was brought be- 
fore Simon ; but he having nothing to say when he was there, 
he was delivered to Ardaias, one of his commanders, to be 
punished, who bound his hands behind him, and put a rib- 
Dand ovor his eyes, and then broiight him out over against 
the Romans, as intending to cut off his head. But the man 
prevented that execution, and ran away to the Romans, and 
this while the Jewish executioner was drawing out his sword. 
Now, when he was gotten away from the enemy, Titus could 
not think of putting him to death ; but because he deemed 
him unw(»thy of being a Roman soldier any longer, on ac- 
count that he had been taken alive by the enemy, he took 
away his arms, and ejected him out of the legion whereto he 
had belonged ; which, to one that h^ a sense of shame, was a 
penalty severer than death itself. 

2. On the next day the Romans drove the robbers out of 
the lower city, and set all on fire as far as Siloam. These 
soldiers were indeed glad to see the city destroyed. But they 
missed the plunder, because the seditious had carried off all 
their effects, and were retired into the upper city ; for they 
did not yet at all repent of the mischiefs they had done, but 
were insolent, as if they had done well ; for, as they saw the 
city on fire, they appeared cheerful, and put on joyful coun* 
tenances, in expectation, as they said, of death to end 'their 
miseries. Accordingly, as the people were now slain, the 
holy house was burnt down, ana the city was on fire, there 
was nothing farther left for the enemy to do. Yet did not 
Joseph^s grow weary, even in this utmost extremity, to b^ 
of them to spare what was left of the city : he spake largely 
to them about their barbarity and impiety, and gave them his 
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advice in order to their escape ; though he gained nothing 
thereby more than to be l^i^hed at by. them ; and as they 
could not think of surrendeung themselves up, because of the 
<m^ they hoA taken, nor were strong enough to fight wkh' tiie 
Romans any longer upon the square, as being surrounded on 
all sides, and a kind at prisoners already, yet were they so 
accustomed to kill peo^e, that they could not restiaiii tneir 
right liaqds from actmg ficoordin^ly. So they diqpeinved 
themselves before the city, and laia themselves in ipijbiush 
among its rui^s, to catch those that attempted to desert to the 
Romans; accordingly ma^y SMch deserters were capglit by 
thpn, and were aU sbjia ; ior these were too weal^, by refU9o« 
€f their want of food, to fly away from tiu^ ; so thcar ,d^ 
bodies were thrown to the dogs. Now every othejr i^rt of 
death was thought more tolerwle than the ftminc^ inapmucb 
that though the Jews despaired now of mercy, yet would 
they fly to the Romans, and woi^ld themselves, even of their 
Dwu accord, fall amone the murderous rebels also. Nor 
was there any place in the city that had qo dead bodies 'm it, 
but what was eptirely covered with those that were kiUed 
eitl^er by the famine or the rebellion ; <uid all was f uU qf tb^ 
dead bodies qf such ap bad perished either by tliat aeditioa 
pt by that famii;ie. 

3. So now the last hope which supported the tyrants and 
that crew of robbers which were with them, ¥fas in the q^ves 
and caverns under ground ; whither, if they could opqe fly, 
they did not expect to be searched for, b^t endeavoured, that 
after the whole city should be destroyed, and the Rpvians 
gone away, they might come out again, and escape from 
them. This was no better than a draun of th^ip»i £ov they 
were not able to lie hid either from God or from ^e Roimns« 
However, they depended on these undergroqi^d subterfiigt^ 
and set more placeson ^ than did theRomanf %tmselvea^ 
and those that fled out of their houses, thus aet.o^ fire, loto 
ditches, they killed without mepncy, ^d pil^ge4 them also ; , 
apd if they discovered food belonging.to any one^ they wvf^ 
upon it, and swallowed it dowi^, together with theur blood 
also; nay, they were now oome to fight one with another 
about their plunder; and I cannot but think, that had not 
their destruction prevented it, thar barbarity i¥ould have; 
made them taste of even the dead bodi^ themselves. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Hcfw C(Bsar raised Banks roundabouiihe Upper CUv,'* em^ 
.when they were completed^ gave Orders tnat the Machines 
should be brought. He t/^ possessed himself qf the whole 
Cify- 

§ 1. Now, when Caesar perceived that the nppjer city was bo 

a that it cottM not possiBly be taken without .pisaxkst 
s attiunst it, he distributed the several parts of that won 
amongms anny, sod this on the twentieth di^ of the month 
Lous [ Ab.j Now the carriage of the materials was a di£B- 
cult task, suloe all the trees, as I have already told you, that 
wisre about the city, within the distance of a honared fm% 
longs, had their branches cut off already, in order to make die 
former banks. The works that belonged to the font legions 
were erected on the west side of the city, over agmnst the 
royal palace ; but the whole body of the auxiliary troops, with 
the rest of the multitude that were with them [erected their 
banks] at the Xystus, whence they reached to the bridge, and 
that tower of Simon* which he had built as a citadel for him-^ 
self against John, when they were at war one with another. 
2. It was at this time that the commanders of the Idumeans 
got together privately, and took counsel about surrendering 
up themsdves to the RonTans. Accordingly they sent five 
men to Titus, and entreated him to ^ve them his right hand 
tor thar security. So Titus, thinking that the tyrants would 
yield, if the Idumeans^ upon whom a great part of the war 
depended, were once withdrawn from them, after some re- 
luctance and delay, compliied with them, and gave them secu- 
rity for their lives, and sent the five men back. But as these 
Idumeans were preparing to march out, Simon perceived it, 
and immediately slew the five menr that had gone to Titus, 
and took thar oommanda^, and put them in prison, of whom 
the most eminent was Jacob the son of Sosas ; but as for the 
multitude of the Idumeans, who did not at aU know what to 
do, now their commanders were taken from them; he had 
them watehed, and secured the walls by a more numerous 
* garrison. Yet could not that garrison resist those that were 
desarting ; for although a great number of them were sldn, 
yet were die deserters many more in number. These were 
all received bj the Romans, because Titus himself grew neg- 
ligent as to his former orders for killing them, and because 
the very soldiers grew weary of killing them, and because 
they hoped to get some money by sparing them ; for they left 

* I. e. Mount Sion. 
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'oolj the populace, and 8old*'tiie rest c( the muldtude, with 
their wives and dnldren, and every one of them for a very 
low price, nod that because such as were sold were very 
many, and the buvers very few ; and although Titus had 
made proclamation Worehand, that no deserter should come 
abne by himseif, that so they mi^ht bring out their families 
with them, yet <]Udhe receive such as these also. However, 
he set over them such as were to distinguish some from others, 
in order to see if ^y of them deserv^ to be punished. And 
indeed, the number of those that were sold was immense ; 
but of the populace above forty thousand irere saved, whom 
Caesar let go whither every one of them pleased. 

8. But now, at this time it was that one of Uie priests, the 
son of Thebuthus, whose name was Jesus, upon his having 
security given him by the oath of Caesar that he should be pre- 
served, upon condition that he should deliver to him certain 
of the precious things diat had been reposited in the temple,*!- 
came out of it, and delivered him, firom the wall of the hdy 
house, two candlesticks, like to those that lay in the holy 
house, with tables, and cisterns, and vials, all made of solid 

Sid, and very heavy. He dso delivered to him Uie veils and 
e garments, with the precious stones, and a great number 
of omerpreciotts vessels that belonged to their sacred W(n:. 
ship. The treasurer of the temj^e also, whose name was 
PAmeas, was seized on, and ^ewed Titus the coats and 
girdles of the priests, with a js^reat quantity of purple and 
scarlet, which were there reposited for the uses of^the veil, as 
also a great deal of cinnamon and cassia,! with a large quan- 
tity of other sweet spices, which used to be mixed together, 
and offered as incense to God every day. A great many 
other treasures were also delivered to him, with sacred orna- 
ments of the temple not a few ; which things, thus delivered to 

* This inniimenble mnltitiide of Jewt that wen mU by the Beouuii were an 
endneBt completkm of Ood't ancieDt thieateniDg by Moaee, that if thej apoita- 
tiaed fVoin tbe obedlenoe to hia Uwt, they ahoiild be aotd unto tkeir tntmkt for 
hmtdmm and hmdmcmft Dent xzrifi. 68. See more cepedally the note on 
chap. iz. sect. 8. Bat one thing here it pecoliariy remarkablet that Moeea-adde, 
Thoaffh they ihould be told for ilaTet, yet no nmn thonld h^ them ; L e. either' 
they Aoold hare none to redeem them from thii sale into thiTery, or rather, that 
the tlaTee to be iold ahould be more than were the purcfaaien for them, and ao 
they should be told for Utue or nothing, whidi if what Joeephna here affirms to 
have been die case at this time. 

f What became of these spoils of the temple that escaped tbe fire, see Jose- 
phas himself hereafter, B. vii. diap. ▼. sect 5, and Beland do SpoUio Tmpti^ 
page l2tf-13S. 

i These Tarioos sorts of spices, even more than those four which Moses pre* 
Kribed, £zod« xzxi. 34, we see were used in the puMic worship under Herod's 
temple, partieularly einnamon and cassia ; which Reknd takes partknlar notioe 
of, as agreeing with the later testimony of the Talmudists. 
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Titqs^ obtained of him for tliis man tfae same paidoQ tli«t he 
k^ #Uowed to such as desarted of their <mn acxxird. 

4. And now were the banks fimshed, on the seventh day 
oi the noonth Gorpieus [Elul] in eij^ileen days' tine, when 
the Romans brought their machines against uie waU. But 
for the seditious, some of them, as despnni^ of saving the 
city, retired from the wall to the citadel ; others of them went 
down into the subterranean vaults, though still a great many 
of th^n defended themselves asainst those that Inonght tiae 
engines for the battery 2 yet did the Bomans overcome them 
by their number and by their strength^ and, what was the 
principal thing of all, by going cheerfully about their work, 
while the Jews were quite dejected and become weak. Now, 
as soon as a part of the wall was battered down, and certain 
of the towers yielded to the impression of tfae battering-rams, 
those that opposed themselves fled away, and such a terror 
fell upon the tyrants as was much greater than the occasion 
required ; for before the enem^^ got over the breach, they 
were quite stunned, and were immediately for flying away. 
And now one might see these men, who had hitherto heen so 
insolent and arrogant in their wicked practices, to be cast 
down, and to tremble, insomuch that it would pity one*^ 
heart to observe the change that was made in those vile per* 
sons. Accordingly they ran with great violence upon the 
Homan wall that encompassed them, in order jto force away 
those that guarded it, and to break through it and get away. 
But when they saw that those who had formerly been £ntn- 
ful to them had gone away (as indeed they were fled whi- 
thersoever the ^reat distress they were in persuaded them to 
flee), as also wnen those that came running before the rest 
tola them that the western wall was entirely overthrown, 
while others said the Romans were gotten in, and others that 
they were near, and looking out for then, which wer« only 
the dictates of their fear, which imposed upon their sight, 
they fell upon their face, and greatly lamented their own 
mad conduct; and their nerves were so terribly loosed that 
.they could not flee away. And here one may chiefly reflect 
on the powar of God exercised upon these wicked wretches, 
and on the good ibrtune of the Romans ; .for these tyrants did 
now wholly deprive themselves of the security they had in 
their own power, and came down from those very towers of 
their own accord, wherein they could have never been taken 
by force, nor indeed any other way than by famine. And thus 
did the Romans, when they had taken such great pains about 
weaker walls, get by good fortune what they could never 
have gotten by their engines ; for three of these towers were 
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too strong for all mechanical en^nes whatsoever : concerning 
which we have treated above« 

5. So they now left tketfe towers ni themsehresy c»r rathet 
fiic^ were ejected out ci them by God hirnddf^ and fled im- 
]lkiedifttely to that valky which was under Siloan^ wb6re they 
again neoovered thenuidves out of the dread they Were in for 
a while, and ran vidently aj^nst that part of the Roman wall 
which lay on that fflde ; but as their courage was too much 
depressed to make their attacks with sufficient force, and. their 
powter was now broken with fear and affiction, they were re- 
pulsed by the guards, apd dispersing themselves at distances 
from each other, went down mto tne subterranean caverns. 
So the Romans being now become masters of the walls, they 
both placed their ensigns upon the towers, and made joyfu! 
acclamations for the victory they had ^ned, as having found 
the end of this war much hghter than its beginning ; for when 
they had gotten upon the last wall without any bloodshed, 
they could hardly oelieve what they found to be true ; but 
se^ng nobody to oppose them, they stood in doUbt what such 
an unusual solitude could mean. But when they went in 
numbers into the hpes of the city, with their swords drawn, 
they slew those whom they overtook without mercy, and set 
fire to the houses whither the Jews were fled, and butnt every 
soul in them, and laid waste a great many of the rest ; and 
when they were come to the houses to plunder them, they 
found in them entire families of dead men, and the upper 
rooms fuU of dead corpses; that is, of such as died by the 
famine ; they then stood in a horror at this sight, and went 
out without touching any thing. But although they had this 
commiseration for .such as were destroyed in that manner, 
yet had they not the same for those that were still alive, but 
they ran every one through whom they met with, and ob- 
structed the very lanes with their dead bodies, and made the 
whole city run clown with blood, to such a degree indeed that 
the fire of many of the houses was quenched with these men's 
blood. And truly so it happened, that though the slayers 
left off at the evening, yet aid the fire greatly prevail in the 
night ; and as all was burning, came that eighth day of the 
month Gorpieas [Elul] up<^n Jerusalem, a city that had been 
liable to so many miseries during this siege, that had it al- 
ways enjoyed as much happiness from its first foundation, it 
would certainly have been the envy of the world. Nor did 
it on any other account so much deserve these sore misfor- 
tunes, as by producing such a generation of men as were the 
occasions of this its overthrow. 
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CHAP. IX, 

Whai Injunctions CiBsar gmve when he woe come wUhin the 
CUy. The Number ^ the CapHves, and of those thai 
perished in the Siege; as abo^ concerning tnose ihat had 
escaped into the stMerranean Caverns f among whom were, 
tiie Tyrants Simon and John themselves. 

§ 1. Now when Titus was come into this [upper] city, he ad- 
mired not only some other places of strength in it, out par- 
ticularly those strong towers which the tyrants, in their mad 
conduct, had relinquished ; for when he saw their solid alti- 
tude, and the largeness of their several stones, and the exact- 
ness of their joints, as also how great was their breadth, and 
how extensive their length, he expressed himself after the 
manner following : " We have certainly had G^ for our as- 
sistant in this war, and it was no other than God who ejected 
the Jews out of these fortifications ; for what could the nands 
of men, or any machines, do towards overthrowing these 
towers ?^ At which time he had many such discourses to his 
friends ; he also let such eo free as had been bound by the 
tyrants, and were left in the prisons. Tcr conclude, when he 
entirely demolished the rest of the city and overthrew its 
walls, he left these towers as a monument of his good for- 
tune, which had proved his auxiliaries, and enabled him to 
take what otherwise could not have been taken by him. 

S. And now ance his soldiers were already quite tired with 
killing men, and yet there appeared to be a vast multitude 
still remaining alive, Caesar gave orders that they should kill 
none but those that were in arms, and opposea them, but 
should take the rest alive. But, tocethte with those whom 
they had orders to slay, they slew the aged and the infirm ; 
but for those that were in their flourishing age, and who 
might be useful to them, they drove them together into the 
temple, and shut them up witnin the wall's of £e court of the 
women ; over which Caesar set one of his freed men, as also 
Fronto, one of his own friends, which last was to determine 
every one^s fate accordmg to hb merits. So this Fronto slew 
all those that had been ^itious, and robbers, who were im- 
peached one by another; but of the young men he chose out 
the tallest and most beaudful, and reserved them for the tri- 
umph ; and as for the rest of the multitude that were above 
seventeen years old, he put them into bonds, and sent them 
to the Egyptian mines.* Titiis also sent a great number 

* See the terenl predictioDi that the Jewi, if they became obatiiiate in their 
idolatry and wickednen, should be lent asain or sold into Egypt ibr their pa- 
iiiahment,DeutxxviiL68; Jer.xliv.7; Hoeea viiL 13 ; ix. 3 $ xl 4, 5 ; £sd.ZT. 
10-13, with Authentic Reeorda, Part L p. 40-131, and Beland Palestina, torn. 
iL p. Tib, 
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into tlie proyincesy as a present to thooQ, that ihej might be 
•deatroyea upon their theatres by the tmxd and fay the wild 
beasts; but those lihat were under seventeen years of age were 
sold for filaives. Now during the days wherein Fronto was 
distinguishing these men, there penshed for wan^ of food 
ele^n thousand; some of which did not taste any food^ 
through the hatred their guards bore to them, and others 
would not take in any wtten it was g^v«n them. The multi- 
tude also was so very great that they w^re in want even of 
^x>m for thar sustenance. 

8. Now the number* of those that were carried captive 
during this whole war, was collected to be ninety-seven thou- 
sand ; as was. the numbor of those that perished during the 
whole Aege devai hundred thousand, the greater part of 
whom were indeed of the same naticm [with the citizais of 
Jerusalem], but not beloi^ing to the city itself; for they were 
oome up from all the country to the feast of unleavened bread, 
and were on a sudden shut up by an urmy, which at the very 
first occasioned so great a straitness among them that there 
came a pestilential destruction upon them, and soon after- 
ward such a fiunine as destroyed Uiem more suddenly. , And 
that this dty could contain so roai^ people in it, is manifest 
by that number of them whicb was taken under Cestius, who 
being dearous of informing Nero of the flower of the city, 
who otherwise was disposed to contemn that nation, en- 
treated the hiflh-priests, if the thmg were possible, to take 
. the number of their whole multitucfe. So these high-priests, 
upon the coming of that feast which is called the pfusover, 
when they slay their sacrifiiks, from the ninth hour till the 
eleventh, but so that a company not less than tenf belong * 

* The whde multitiide of Jewt that were destroyed during tbe entire serea 
jretn before thii time, in all the oountriet of and bordering on Judea, ii lummed 
up by Archbishop Uiher, fioin Lypsius, out of Josephus, at the year of Christ 
70» and amounts to 1,337)490. Nor could there hav« been that number of 
Jf ws in Jerusalem lo be destroyed in this smm, as will be presently set 4own 
by Josephus, but that both Jews and proseljB of justice were just then come 
up out of die other countries of Galilee, Samam, Judea, and Perea, and other 
leaaoter regions, to the PassoTsr, hi vast numbcn, and therein cooped up as in 
a prison by the Roman army, as Josephus himsdf wdl observes in thia,«nd In 
the next section, and as is exactly related elsewheie, B* t. cli. iiL sect 1, and 
di. xm. secL 7* * 

<f This number of a company for one paschal lamb, between ten and twenty, 
agiM exaedy wHh the number thhrtscn, at our Saviour's last Passover As to * 
the whole number of the Jews that used to come up to the Passover, and eat of 
it at Jesbsalem, see the note on B. iL ch. xiv. sect 3. This number ou^t to 
be here indeed just ten times die number of the Iambs, or just 9,566,000, by 
Josephus*s own reasoning; whereas it is in his present copies no leas than 
S,700,000, which last number b however nearest the other number in the jdace 
mMr cHed, whidi is 3,000,000. But what is here diiefly remarkable is this, diat 
no foreign nation ever came thus to destroy the Jews at any of their adlsmn foe. 
tivals from the days of Moses till diis dme, but came now upon their apostacy 
tnm Gody and from obedience to him. Nor is it posttble, in the nature of j 

-'^—-^ — Ogle 
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to every sacriflce (for it is not lawful for tketn to feast stDgij^ 
by them selves) ; and many of us are twenty in a ^mipany. 
Now tli^ number of sacrifices was two hundred fifty-rix thou- 
sand and fi^^c hundred ; which, upon the allowance of no 
more than ten that feast together^ amounts to two miiliond 
seven hundi-ed thousand and two hundred persons diat were 
pure and holy ; for as to those that have the leprosy or the 
gondrrhcea, or women that have iheir monthly eourses, or 
»uch as are otherwise polluted, it is not lawful for them to 
be partakers of this aacrificei nor indeed for any foreigners 
neither, who come hither to worship. 

4. Now this vast multitude is indiNjd collected outof reniotu 
places ; but the entire nation was now shut up by fate, aa in 
a prison, and the Roman army encompassed tne city when it 
was crowded with inhabitants, Acjcordingly the multitude 
of those that therein perished exceeded all the destructions 
that either men or God ever brought upon the world ; for, 
to speak only of what wasa publicly known, the Romans slew 
some of them, some ihey carried captives, and others they 
made a search for under ground ^ and when they found where 
they were, they broke up the ground and slew all they met 
with. There were also found kUIii there above two thou- 
sand pereone, partly by their own hands and partly by onr 
another, but chiefly destroyed by the famine ; but then the 
ill savour of the dead bodies was most offensive to those tliat 
Ughted upm them, insomuch that fsome.were obliged to get 
away innnediately, while others were so greedy of gain that 
they would go in among the dead bodies that lay on lieaps, 
ana tread upon them ; for a gt&ii deal of treasure was found 
in these caverns, and the hope of gain made every way of 
getting it to be esteemed lawful. Many also of those that 
had been put in prison by the tyrants were now brouglit 
out ; for they did not leave ofl" their barbarous cruelty at the 
very last : yet did God avenge him^lf upon them both, in a 
manner agreeable to jus^c. As for John, he wanted food, 
together with his hrethrlSi, in these caverns, and begged that 
the Romans would now give him their right hand for his se- 
curity, which he had often proudly rejected before ; but for 
Simouj he struggle<:l hard with the distress he was in, till he 
was forced to surrender himself, as we shall relate hereafter; 
so he was reserved for the triumph, and to be then slain, as 
was John condemned to perpetual imprisiinment. And now 
the R<imans set fire to the extreme j^rts of the ci^, and 
burnt them down, and entirely demohshed its walls- 

ihin((B^ that in any otbct nation sucli vast nunibfrrt bhmild be gotten logethtar, MAd 
p«ri*h in the licgt of wiv one city *hiUoe¥cr, as npw btppesicd in JcniaiJeQi. 
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CHAP. X. 

Thai whereas Oie Citj/ qf Jerusalem had been Five Times 
iakenjbrmerhf this was the Second Time qf its Desola^ 
lion. A iriejJccount of its History. 

§ 1 . Am> thuB WM JeniMdem taken, in the second year 6tthe 
reim of Vespasian, <m the ^gfath day a( the month Gorpieus 
[Eiul.] It nad been taken five* times before, though this 
was the second time of its desolation ; for Shishak, the king 
of Egypt, and after him Antiochus, and after him Pompey, 
and idfter them Sosius and Herod, took the city, but still pre- 
served it ; but before all these the king of Babylon conquered 
it, and made it desolate, one thousand four hundred and sixty- 
eight y^ars and six months after it was built. But he who 
first built f it was a potent man amons the Canaanites, and 
is in our tongue called [Melchisedek] me righteous King^ for 
such he really was ; on «irhich account he was [there] the first 
priest of God, and first built a temple [there], and cidled the 
tity Jerusalem^ which was formerly called Salem. How- 
ever, David, tne king of the Jews, ejected the Canaanites, 
and settled his own people therein. It was demolished en- 
tirely4>y the Babylonians, four hundred and seventy-seven 

• * Bfliide»theM fl?e here cnumerited who had taken Jenualem of dd, Joae- 
' phoa, upon fiuther recollection, feckona a aixth, Antiq. B. zit di. L aeet. 1, who 
ahoold hare been here inserted ti\ ibe tfeamd place ; I mean Ptolemy, the son of 
Ifagoss 

t Whf the gnat Becfaart slieald sej) De Phonio. Coloa. B« IS. ch. iv. thst 
'* Uiere are in thia clause of Josephui aa many mistakes as words,** I do by no 
means understand. Josephua thought Meldiuedsk first built, or rebuilt and 
adorned this dty, and that it was then caOed SaUnu as Psalm ixxH. 2 ; that it 
afWrwards came to be called Jenunkm^ and that Mdchiasdek, being a priest 
as well as a king, built to the true God therein a temple, or place for public 
^iHbie wordlip and saeiifiee i all wUdi thinga may be very true for aught irt 
know to the contrary. And for the word U^ or temjvZc, aa if it must ne^ be- 
long io the great temple built by Solomon long afterward, Joeephus himself uses 
k^ for the small tabenkdo of Moees, Anttq. B. ViL ch« li. sect 4. See also 
Antiq. B. iii. ck* tI. sect 1, aa he here presently nasa ni^ fot a laige and splen- 
did synagogue of the Jewa at Anti^ch'only, B. tii. ch. m. sect. %^ 

N, B. This is the proper phce for such as baye diiaely attended to thdse kuter 
books of the War to peruse, and that with equal attention, those distinct and 
plain predictions of Jesus of Nazareth in the gospels thereto relating, as com- 
pared with their euKt iomptctkins. in JoMphek's histdiy | iqien which comply 
Ciona, as Dr. Whitby wdl observes, Annot. on Mutt: ui^. J* no somU part of 
the evidence for the truth of the Christian religion does depdP» and as I have, 
step by step, compared them together in my LUeral AccompUthment of Scripture 
PnpUeiet. The reader ia to observe forther, that the true reason why I have 
so seldom taken notice of tiioae completiona in the eourse of these notes^ aotwidi- 
standing their being so very remarkable, and frequently so very obvsDUB» is this^ 
that I bad entirely prevented myself in that treatise beforehand ; to which there- 
fore I must licre, once for aB, ocrioaaly refor every inquisitive reader. 
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years and fix. months after him. And from king David, who 
was the first of the Jews who reigm>d themn^ to this destruc- 
tion under Titus, were one tfaouBand one hundred and seventy- 
nine years ; but from its first building till this last destruction, 
were two thousand one hundred and seventy-seven years ; yet 
faath not its great antiquity, nor its vast fiche9» nor the diffu- 
sion of its nation over all the habitable ejirth, nor the great* 
ntm of the veneration paid to it on a religious account^ been 
sufficient to preserve it from being destroyed. And thus 
ended the siege of Jerusalem. 



BOOK VIL 



Contalmng the Interval of about Three Years^ 

nOM THE TAltlKG OF JEEUSALEM BV TltHTS, TO THE 
SEDITION OF THE JEWS AT CYSEXS- ^ 



m, CHAR L 

Mow the entire CHy of Jenual-em wa$ demoihhrtl^ except Ifig 
three Towers ; and hoTP THm cmnmmded hu Soldiers tn 
a Speech made to them^ and distributed Rewards to iknHf 
ana th^i dismissed manj/ of i/tem^ 

§ 1, Now as soon as the army had no more people to slay 
or to plunder, because there remained none to be the objects 
of their fury (for they would not have spared any* had there 
remained any other such work to be done), Caesar gave orders 
that they should now demolish the entire city and temple, 
but should leave as many of the towers standing as were 
of the greatest emUiency, that is Phasaelus and Hippicus, 
and Mariamne, and so much of the wall as enclosed tlie ciiy 
on the west si^e. This wall was spared, in order to afford a 
camp for such as were to lie in garrison, as were the towers 
also spared in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of 
city it was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valour 
had subdued ; but for all the rest of the wall, it was so tho- 
roughly laid even willi the ground by those tliat dug it up to 
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the fowidation, that there was left nothipff to make ibate that 
came thither believe it had ever been imialuted. This waa 
the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those 
that were for innovations ; a city otherwise of great magnifi* 
oence, and of mighty fame among all mankind. 

S. ^ut Csesar resolved to leave there, as asuard, the tenth 
le^^on, with certain troops of hOTsemen, ana companies of 
footmen. So, having entirely completed this war, he was 
desirous to commend nis whcJe army on account of die great 
€X{doit8 they had performed, and to bestow proper rewards 
on such as had signalized themselves therein. lie had there- 
fore a ereat tribunal made for him in the midst of the place 
where ne had formerly encamped, and stood upon it witn his 
prindpal commanders about hun, and spake so as to be heard 
oy the whole army, in the manner following : That *^ he re- 
turned them abundance 9f thanks for their good will which 
they had shewed to him ; he commended them for thati^dy 
obedience they had exhibited in this whole war, which obedi^ 
ence had appeared in the many aild great dangers which they 
had courageouslv undergone ; as auo for that courage they 
had shew^, andf had thereby augmented of themselves theur , 
coimtry^s power, and had made it evident to all men, that 
neither the multitude of their enen4K, nor the strength of 
their places, nor the largeness of their cities, nor the mdi 
boldness and brutish rage of their antagonists, were sufficient 
at any time to get clear of the Rooian valour, although some 
of them may have Fortune in many respects on theu: ude.'*' 
He said farther, ^^ that it was but reasonable for them to put 
an end to this war, now it had lasted so long, for they had 
nothing better to wish for when thev entered into it ; and 
mat this happened more favourably for them, and more for 
their glory, t^ all the Bomans had willingly accepted of 
those for their governors, and the curators of their domi- 
nions, whom they had chosen for them, and had sent into 
their own country for that purpose, which still continued 
under the mana£;ement of those whom they had pitched on, 
and were thanktul to them for pitching upon them f that 
accordingly, although he did both admire, and tenderly re- 
gard them all, because he knew that every one of them had 
gone as che^uUy about thdr work^ as their abilities and 
opportunities would g^ve thenv leave; yet he said that he 
would immediately bestow rewards and dignities on those 
that had fought the most bravely, and with ^reateif force, and 
had rignalized thar conduct in tne most glonous manner, and 
had made his arm v more famous by ihm noble explcnts ; and 
that no one who bad been willing to take more pains than 
another should miss of a just retribution Sor the same ; for 
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ihiit he had been eitceeding cat^ul about this kafttteT) and that 
the more because be had milch rather re^rurd the virtues of 
bis fellow-soldiers, thatt puBish such as had offended.^ 

8. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose business it Was to 
read the list of all that had performed great exploits in this 
War, whom he cdled to him by their nAmes^ and cbmm^nded 
them before the oompmrf) and rejoiced in than in the same 
manner as A man would have rejbieed in his own exploits. 
He also put on their heads crowns of gold^ and golden onuu 
ments about their necks, and gave tiiem long spears of gold, 
«nd ensigns that were made of silver, and removed every one 
of thehi to a higher rank ; and besides this, he pl^tiAiIly dis* 
tributed among them, out of the spoils, and the other prey 
they had taken, niver and gold, and garments. 80 When 
they had all tfai^ honours wstowed on them, according to 
his own appointment made to erery one, and he bad whmed 
all sorts of happiness to the whole atmy, he came down 
among the great acclamations which were made to him, and 
then betook himself to oSer^ank-oifbings [to the gods], and 
at once saciified a vast number of oxen, that stood ready at 
the altars, and distributed them among the army to feast on. 
And when he had stMul three da^s among the principal 
commanders, and so llljg feasted with them, he sent away 
the rest of his army to the several places whete they would 
be every one best situated ; but permitted the tenth legion to 
Stay as a guard at JerUsiflem, and did not send them away 
beyond Euphrates, where they had been before. And as he 
remembered that the twelfth legion had given way to the 
Jews under Cestius their general, he «)cp3led them out of 
all Syria \ for they had lain formerly at Raphanea ; and sent 
them away to a place called Jlfffe/tfi^, near Euphrates, which 
is in the hmits of Armenia and Cappadoda; m also thought 
iit that two of the legions should stay with him till he should 
go into Egjrpt. He then went down with his army to that 
Csesarea which lay by the see-side, and there laid up the rest 
of bis spoils in great quantities, and gave order that the cap- 
tives%hould be kept there ; for the winter season hindered 
him then from saihng into Italy. ' 



CHAP. ir. 

How TiUk$ eoMliied aU Sorts qf Slmos at Casiarea PhUifpi 
Concerning Simon the Tj^ani^ how he v)as iaken aina rr- 
served for the Triumph. 

§ 1. Now at the same time that Titus Cs^sar lay at the 
siege of Jerusalem, did Vespasian go on board a merchant 
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ship, and sidled from Alexandria to Bhode% T?bence he sailed 
away in ships with three sows of oars ) aod as he touched at 
several cities that lay in his road, he was jojrfully leoeiTed by 
them an, and so passed over from Ionia into Greeoe ; whence 
he set sail' from Corcyra to the promontory of lapyx, whence 
he took his journey bv land. But as for Titus, he marched 
from that Cssarea wnich lay by the sea-side, and came to 
that which is named Coiorea PkiBppi, and staid there a con- 
siderable time, and ^diibited all sorts of shows there. And 
here a great number of the captives were destroyed ;. some 
being tnrown to wild beasts, and others in midtitu4e0 foticjed 
to kul one another, as if they were enemies. And here tt 
^ras that Titus was informed of the sebure of Simon, the sen 
of Oioras, which was made after the manner fbUowing. This 
Simon, during the siegeof Jerusalem, was in the upper city, 
but when the Soman army was gotten within the wails, and 
were laying die city waste, he then took the most faithful of 
his friends with Mm, and among them «ome that were stone- 
cutters, with those iron tools wnich belonged to their oocu- 
pation, and as great a quantity of provisions as would suffice 
them for a long time, and let himself aod of all them down 
into a certain subterraneous cavern that was not visible above 
ground. Now, .so far^as had been digged of old, they went 
onward along it without disturbance ; but where they met 
with solid earth, they dug a mine under ground, and this in 
hopes that they should be able to proceed so far as to rise 
from under ground in a safe place, and by that means escape. 
But when tl^y came to make the experiment, they were ms- 
appointed of tndr hope ; for the miners could make but small 
progress^ and that with difficulty also ; insomuch that their 
provisions, though they distributed them bv measure, began 
to faU them. And now Sinon, thinking he might be cu>le 
to a&toflisb atid delude the Romany, put on a white frock, and 
buttoned upon him a pur{^ cloak, and appeared out of the 
ground in the place where the temple had formeriy been. 
At the first, indeed, those that saw him were greatly asto- 
nished, and stood sdll where they were; but afterward they 
came nearer to him, and asked him who he wa;. Now Simon 
would not tell them, but bid them call for their captain ; and 
when they Van to call him, Terentius Ruftis,* wno was left 
to command the army there, came to Simon, and learned of 
him the whole truth, and kept Mm in bonds, and let Caesar 

* This Terentius Bufus, as ReUnd in part observes here, is the same person 
whom the Talmudists call Tumtu Rufut^ of whom they sekoe that keploughtd 
up Sion at afidd^ and made Jemtalpm become at heapt^ and tk% mountain of 
w koMtit at ike high placet of a forest ; which was long before foretold by the 
prophet Micah, iii. 12, and quoted from him in the prophecies of Jeremiali» 
XKri. 18. 
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know that he was taken. Thus did Grod faring tfak man to 
be punished for what bitter and sairage tyranny he had exer- 
dsed against his countrymen by those who were his worst 
enemies ; and this while he was not subdued by violence, but 
voluntarily delivered himself up to them to be punished, and 
that on the very same account that he had laia false accus»* 
tions against many Jews, as if they were falling away to the 
Bomans, and had barbarously slain them ; for wicked actions 
do not escape the divine anger, nor is justice too weak to 
punish offenders, but in time overtakes those that transgress 
Its laws, and inflicts its punishments upon the wicked in a 
oianner so much more- severe, as thev expected to escape it 
on account of their not being punishea immediately.* Sunon 
was made senrible of this bv fiilling under the inmj^ation of 
theBomans. This rise of nisout of^the ffround did also oc- 
casion the discovery of a great number of others of the sedi- 
tious at that time, who had hidden themselves under grpund. 
But for Simon, he was brought to Csesar in bonds, when he 
was come back to that Cassarea which was on the sea^de ; 
who gave order that he should be kept against that triumph 
which he was to celebrate at Bome upon this occarion. 
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CHAP. III. 



Haw TUuSf upon thjp Celehratim of his Brother^ s and Father's 
Birth-Daysy had many of ike Jews slain. Concerning 
' the Danger the Jews were in at Aniioch, by Means of me 
Trarisffression and Impiety of one Aniiochus a Jew. 

8 1. While Titus was at Csesarea, he solemnized the birth- 
day of his brother [Domitian] after a splendid manner, and 
inflicted a gveat deal of the punishment intended for thp Jews 
in honour of him ; for the number of those that were now 
slain in fighting with the beasts, and were burnt, and fought 
with one another, exceeded two thousand five hundred. Yet 
did all this seem to the Bomans, when they were thus des- 
troyed ten thousand several ways, to be a punishment beneath 
their deserts. After this, Caesar came to Berytus,f which is 
a city of Fhenicia, and a Boman colony, and staid there a 
longer time, and exhibited a still more pompous scdemnity 
about his father^s birth-day, both in the ma^ificence of the 
shows, and in the other vast expenses be was at in his devices 

* See£ccIcs.viiLll. 

'f Thii Berytiu wm oertainlj « Boman ooIodj, and has coini extant that 
nitnesi the same, ai Hudson and Spanbeim inform us. See the note on Antiq. 
B. xvi. chap. xi. sect. 1. 
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thereto hAmpng ; so that a great multitude of the caplivea 
were here de^royed alter the same manner as before. 

^ It happened also about this time, that the Jews who 
remained at Antioeh were under accusations, and in danger 
of perishing from the disturbances that were raised agmnst 
them by the Antiochians ; and this both on account of the 
danders spread abroad at this time against them, and on 




may 
with those that went before. 

8. For as the Jewish nation' is widely dispersed over all 
the habitable earth among its inhi^tants, so it is very modi 
intermingled with Syria by reason of its nrighbourhood, aad 
had the srei^est multitudes in Antioch by reason of the large- 
ness of the dty, wher^ the kings, after Antieohus, had af* 
forded tiiem a habitation with the most undisturbed tranonil. 
lity ; for though Antiochus^ who was called Epiphane^^lead 
Jerusalem waste, and spiled the temple, yet.oia thole thai 
succeeded him in the kingdom restore all the donaticms that 
were made of brass to the Jews pf Aoitioch, and dedicated 
them to their sjnamjgaey and granted them the enjoyment of 
equal privileges ofcitizens wiUi the Grreeks themselves ; and 
as the succeeding kii^ treated them after the same manner, 
they both multiplied to a great number, and adomeB their 
temple* gloriously by fine ornaments, and with great magni- 
ficence, in the use of what had been given theai. They also 
made proselytes of a great many of tiie Greeks perpetually, 
and thereby after a sort brought them tobeaporti(HM>f th^ 
own body. But about this time, when the present war b^an, 
and Y^sp^^Ai^ ^^ Bewly sailed to %ria, and all men had 
taken up a great hatred against tiie «/ews, then it was that a 
certain person, whose name was AnHotAus^^keing one of the 
Jewish nation, and greatly respected on account m hiafather, 
who was governor^ of the Jews at Antioch, came upon the 
theatre at a time wnen the people of Antioch were assembled 
together, and became an informer against his father, and ao* 
cused both him and others, that they had resolved to bum 
the whole city in one night ; he also delivered up to them 

* t. e. Their lynagogue. See the note on B. tL di. x« tect 1. 

•)■ The Jews at Antioch and Alexandria, the two principal cities in all the 
east» had allowed them, both bj the Macedonians and afterwards by the Ro- 
mans, a goremor of |beir own, who was exempt from the jarisdictioa of Uie 
other civil gofernors. He was ooUed sonetipies barely governor, sometimca 
etkmankf and [at Alexandria] alahwrckt as Dr. Hudson takes notice on this 
place out of Fuller's Miscellanies. They had the like governor or governors 
allowed them at Babylon under their captivity there, as tfie history of Susanna 
iropliet. 
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^Qipe Jews lliat were foragners, as partaers in tlieir veaoltu 
tions. Whest the ^p^offlk heard tkisy tfaey oould not refirain 
their pasaov^ but oomniandecl that Uioae who were d^vered 
up to them should have fire brouffht to bum them ; who were 
a^corcUnglv all burat upon tjbe ueatise Momediately. They 
did also rail violently upon the multitude of the Jews, as sup- 
pofiing that by punishing them suddenly, they should save 
dieir own city. As for Antiochu8» he aggravated the lage 
ftey wre in» and thought to cnve them a demonstration of 
his ovm oonversioo, and of bis hatred of the Jewish customs, 
by sacrificing after the manner of the Greeks: he persuaded 
the rest ilso to compel them to do the same, because they 
would by that means discover who they «ei» diat had jplotted 
against than* since they would not do so ; and when the pecu 
pleof Antioch tried tKe experiment, some few complied^ but 
thQ9e that would not do so were slain. As to/t Antiochus 
himself, he obtained soldiers from the Roman commander, 
and became a severe master over his own citizens, not per-^ 
iotitting them to rest on the seventh day, but forcing tliem to 
do all that they usually did on other days ; and to that dt^pree 
of distress did he reduce them in this matter, that the vest of 
the seventh day was dissolved not^ only at Antioch, but the 
same thing, which took thence its rise, was done in other dties 
• also, in like manner, for some small tuKie. 

4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened to the Jews 
M Antioch, a second calamity befell them, the descriptian of 
which when we mere going about, we premised the account 
forcing; for upon Uiis accident, whereby die four-square 
marKetfilace was burnt down, as well as the archives, and 
the place where the puUic records were preserved, and the 
royal palaces (and it was not without dincukv that the fire 
was then put a stop to, which was likely, by the fliry where- 
with it was canikl alobg, to have gone over the whole city), 
Antiodius accused the Jews as the occasion of all the mis. 
<:hief that was done. Now this induced the people of Antioch, 
who were now under the immediata persuasion, by reason of 
the disorder they were in, that this calumny was true, and 
would have been under the same persuasion, even though they 
had not borne an ill will at the Jews before, to believe this 
uiiiiih itccusulouj us|Kxially when they considered what had 
been done belbrt, and this to such a degree that they all fell 
vH'lentlj upon those that were accused, and this Ukc mad- 
men, in a very furious vti^ also, even as if they had seen the 
Je^^ iti a timnncr ^setting tire themselves to the city ; nor was 
it wittiout ditflatltv that one Cneas CoUegas, the legate, 
^cyilil previiil uith them to permit the afiairs to be laid befcNre 
~* for as to C'l'^ennius Pet us, the president of Syria, 
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Vespantn had aiready attit him away ; and so it happened, 
that be was not yet come back thitber. But when Collegas 
had made a careiul inqiury into the matter, he found out the 
truth, and that not one of those Jews that were accused by 
Antiochus had any hand in it ; but that all was done by some 
Tile persons greatly in debt, who supposed that if they could 
once set fire to the market>{^aoe, and bum the puUie racords, 
ibey should have no farther demands made upon them. So 
the Jews were under ereat disorder and terror, in the uncer« 
tain expectations 4)f v^at would be the upshot of these accu. 
sations against them. 



V»V%»*%i%%%<»»»»»%%»^V 



CHAP. IV. 



How Vespasian was received at Rome ; as also how the Ger- , 
mans revoUedJhmi the Romafis^ but were subdued. That 
the Sarmatians overran Mysia^ but were compelled to 
return to their own Country again, 

8 1. And now Titus Csesar, upon the news that was brought 
him concerning his father, that his coming was much desired 
by all the Italian. cities, and that Rome especially received 
him with.ffreat alacrity and splendour, betook himself to'ro. 
joidnff and pleasui^ to a great degree, as now freed from 
the sdicitHoe he had been under, after the most agreeable 
Buuiner. For all men that were in Italy shewed their respects 
to him in their minds*before he came thither, as if he were 
already come, as esteeming the very expectation they had of 
him to be his real presence on account of the great desires 
they had to see him, and because the good will they bore him 
was entirely free and unconstrained ; for it was a desirable 
thing to the saiate, who well remembered the calamities they 
had undergone in Uie late changes of their goremors, to re- 
ceive a soyemor who was adorned with the gravity of old 

2e, and with the high^t skill in the actions of war, whose 
vanoement would be, as they knew, for nothing el$e but for 
the preservation of those that were to be governed. More* 
over, the people bad been so harassed by Uieir civil miseries, 
that they were still more earnest for his coming immediately, 
as supposing they should then be firmly delivered from theic 
calamities, and believed they should then recover their secure 
tranquillity andjprosperity ; and for the soldiery, they had the 
principal re^rdf to him, for they were chiefly apprized of his 
great exploits in war ; and* since they had experienced the 
want of skill and want of courage in other commanders, they 
were very desirous to be freed from that great shame they 
had undergone by their means, and heartily wished to receive 

VOL. IV. * i^ T 
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9uch aprinoe as night be a security and an ornameiit tott^eiiK 
Aod as this, good will to VespasiaQ waa umversal, those that 
eojoyed any remarkable dignities co^ not have jpatienoe 
enough to stay in Rome, but made haste ta meet hun at a 
^evy gieat obstance fmn it ; nay, indeed, none of the rest 
eould endure the delay of seeing JiMiB, but did all pout out of 
the caty in such crowds, and were so nmveisaHy poss es s ed with 
the opinion that it was easier and better for tnem to go out 
than to stay there, that this was the very first time tut the 
dty joyfiilfy perceived itself almost empty af its dtizena; for 
those that staid within were fewer than those that ^ent out 
But as soon as the news was come that he was hard by, and 
those that had met him at first related with what good hu- 
mour he received every one that came to him, then it was 
that tbe whde multitude that bad remained in the cit^, wi|)i 
their wives and children, came into the road,, and waited for 
bim there ; and for those whom he passed by, they made all 
sorts of acclamations on account of the joy they nad to see 
him, and the pleasantness of his countenance, and styled him 
iMr benefbi^ar and saxmmrf and the only person wha was 
worthv to be ruler of the city of Borne, ^d now the city 
was liae a temple, full of garLEUida and sweet odours ; nor was 
it easy for him to come to the royal palace, for the multitude 
of the people that stood about him^ wherd yet at last he per- 
formed his sacrifices of thanksgiving to his household gods, 
for his safe return to the city. The multitude did also betake 
themselves to feasting ; which feasts and drink-^offerings they 
celebrated by their tnbes, and their families, and their neiffb- 
bourhoods, and still prayed Grod Uft gnmt that Vespaaan, nis 
sons, and all their posterity, might continue in tne Roman 
government for a very long time, and that his dominion might 
be preserved from aU opposition. And this was the manner 
in which Borne so joyfully received Veq>aBian, and thence 
grew immediately into a state of great prosperity. 

8. But before this time^ and while Vespasian was about 
Alexandria, and Titua was Ijring at the siege of Jerusalem, a 
great iiiultltudo of the Germans were in commodon, and 
tended to ri^btllion; and as the Gaulsin their neiffhbourbood 
joinc-d with iliem, they conspired together, and had thereby 
ffreat hopes of success, and that they should free themselves 
from the dominion of the Bottians. The motives that in- 
dui'ed the (j^iinnans to this attempt for a revolt, and foe 
beginning the war, were these : in the first place, the nature 
[of the people], which was destitute of just reasonings, and 
xeady to throw themselves rashly into danger upon small 
bo}Ks ; ill thc' next place, the hatred they bore to those that 
were ibijjr governors, while their nation bad never been con- 
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scioiii of subyeolMiD to any but to tbe Romaii8> and that by 
compulakm cnly. Bendes theae motives, it wag tbe <^por- 
tonity that now oERbred itself, which %hove all the refldt pre- 
vailed with them so to do ; for when they aaw the Roman 
gbvcnmient in a great intarnal disorder by the continual 
changes of its rulers, and understood that every part of the 
habitable earth under them was in an unsettled and tottering 
cmiditioo, they thought this was tbe best c^portunity that 
oonld affcnd itself lor themselTes to make a sedition, whoi 
tl^ state of the Ramans was so ill. Classicus * also, and 
Vitdliu%*f* two of their commanders, puffed them up with 
such hopes. These had far a long time been <4)6nly desL. 
roua of sudi an innovation, and were induced by the present 
<^)|Murtunity to ventiure upon the declaration of their senti« 
meots ; the multitude was also ready, and wh^ these men 
told them of what they intended to attempt, that news was 
gkdly received by them. So when a great part of the Ger^ 
mans had agreed to rebel, and tbe rest were no better disposed, 
Vespadan, as ^ded by divine Providence, sent letters to 
PetuiuB Cereahs, who had fonnerly had the command of 
Germany, whereby he declared him to have the dignity of ccm- 
sul, and commanded him to take upon him the government 
of Britain ; so he went wlnther he was ordered to go, and 
when he was informed oi th& revolt of the Germans, he fell 
upon ihem as soon as they were gotten toge^ier, and put his . 
army in battleoirray, and slew a great multitude of them in 
the fight, and forced them to leave ofl[ their madness, and 
to grow wiser ^ nay, had he not fallen thus sucMenly upon 
them, on the plaos^ it had not been long ere they would, 
however, have been brought to punishmeat ; for as soon as 
ever the news of their revolt was come to Rome, and Caesar 
Domitian was made acquainted with it, hejnade no delay even 
at that his age, when he was exceeding young, but undertook 
this weighty affair. He had a couri^eous mind from his fa- 
ther, and had made greater improvements than belonged to 

* This CUuicuB, and Clvilis^ and Cerealia> are names weQ known in Tacitua $ 
the two f9mier as moving leditioD against tlire Aomans, and the last as bmC to 
rtptsaa them by Vtipasiaa, ju«t aa the^ ace hare diMrihed m Jostpbwi ; which 
is the case also of Fonteius Agrippa and Rubrius Gallus in aecL 3. But as , 
to the very faYourable acceont presently gi?en of Domitian, particularly as to 
hia dosigns b this his Gallic and Garmaa t xpeditimH it is not a little oontrarr 
to that in Suetonius, Veq>. sect 7* Nor are the reasons unobyious that might' 
Occa:don this great diversity. Donitian was one of Josephus's patrons, and 
when he pnblkhed these hooka of the Jewish wat, was very ymng, aid had 
hfudly bfi^ those wicked practices whkh render e d ham so mlamous afterward ; 
whila Suetonius aeems to ha«« been too young, and too low ia life to receive any 
remarkable fovoura from him ; as Domitian was certainty very lewd and cmd, 
and generally hated, when Suetonius wrote ahout htm* 

t Civilis. 2^01^ 

R 2 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



244 TfiR JEWISH WAR. BOOK Til. 

such an a^. Accordingly he marched itoonst the barbarians 
immediately ; whereupon their hearta faoled them at the Tery 
rumour of his approach, and they submitted thetnsdves to 
bim with fear, and thought it. a happy thing that they were 
brought under their old yoke again without suffering any fiur- 
ther mischiefs. When therefore Domitian had settfed all the 
affairs of Gaul in such good order that it would not be easily 
put into disorder any more, he returned to Borne with ho* 
nour and glory, as having performed such exploits as were 
aboye his own age, but worthy of so great a father. 

, 8. At the very same time with the for&.mentioned revolt 
of the Germans, did the bold attempt of the Scythians wainst 
the Romans concur ; for those Scythians who are called aSor- 
nuUianSf being a very numerous people, transported them* 
selves over the Danulie into Mysia, without being perceived; 
after which, by their violence and entirely unexpected assault, 
they slew a great many of the Romans tnat guarded th^ froiw 
tiers ; and as the consular legate, Fonteius Agrippa, came to 
meet themt and fought courageously against them, he was 
slain by them. They then overran all the r^on that had 
been subject to him, tearing and rendinff every thing that fell 
in thdr way. But when Vespasian was mformed of what had 
happened, and how Mysia was laid waste, he sent away Ru^ 
bnus Gallus to punish these Sarmatians ; by whose means 
many of them perished in the battles he fought a^nst them, 
and that part which escaped fled with fear to4heir own coun* 
try. So when this general had put an end to the war, he 
provided fof the future security of the country also ; for he 

E laced more and more numerous garrisons in the place, till 
e made it altogedier impossible for the barbarians to pass 
over the river any more. And thus had this war in Mysia a 
sudden conclunon. 



»»»^0%»^»%«%<*^%i%<»X%^«^a»V»^» 



CHAP. V. 



Concerning the SabbaHc River which Titus saw as he teas 

joumeyvng through Syria ; and how the People ofAntioch 

came wUh a Petition to Titus against the feivSy but were 

refected by him ; as*also concerning Titus and VesfiisiaaCs 

Triumph, 

§ 1. Now Titus Csesar tarried some time at Berytus, as we 
told you before. He thence removed, and exhibited mag- 
nificent shows in all those cities of Syria through which he 
went, and made use of the captive Jews as public instances 
of the destruction of that nation. He then saw a river, as he 
went along, of such a nature as deserves to be recorded in 
history. It runs in the middle between Arcea, belonging to 
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JkgnmC% kiogdcMn, and Bai^ianea. It hath somewhat very 
peculiar in it ; for when it runs, its current is strong, and has 
plenty of water ; after which its springs fail for six days to- 
gether, and leave its channd dry, as any one mav see ; after 
which days it runa on the seventh day as it did before, and 
as though it had undergone no change at all : it hath also 
been observed to keep this qrder perpetually and exactly ; 
whaice it is that they call it the Sabbatic river^* that name 
being taken fcom the sacred seventh day among the Jews. 

2. But when the people of Antioch were informed that 
Titus was approaching, tney were so glad at it that they could 
iiot keep within their walls, but hasted away to give him the 
meetuig ; nav they proceeded as far as thirty furlongs and 
fliore'*with that intenUon. These were not the men only» 
but a multitude of women also with their children did tne 
same ; and when they saw him coming up tp them, they stood 
on both sides of the way, and stretched out their right hands, 
saluting him, and making all sorts of acclamations to him, 
and turned back together with him. They also, among all 
the acclamations they made to hi|n, besought him all the way 
they went, to eject the Jews out of their city : yet did not 
Titus at all yiela to this their petition, but gave them the bare 
bearing of it quietly. However, the Jews were in a great 
deal or terrible fear, under the uncertainty they were in what 
his opinion was, and what he would do to them. For Titus 
did not stay at Antioch, but continued his progress imme- 
diately to Zeugma, which lies upon the Eupnrates, whither 
came to him messengers from Vologeses king of Farthia, and 
brought him a crown of gold upon the victory he had sained 
over the Jews ; which he accepted of, and feasted the Kin&'^s 
messengers and then came back to Antioch. And when tne 
senate and people of Antioch earnestly entreated him to come 
upon their theatre, where their whole multitude was assem^ 
bled and expected him, he complied with great humanity; but 
when they pressed him with much earnestness, and continu- 
ally begged of him that he would eject the Jews out of their 
dty, he gave them this very pertinent answer : — " How can 
this be done, since that country of theirs, whither the Jews 
must be obliged then to retire, is destroyed, and no place will 

* Since in theM Uter wgn this Subbatie river^ once so £unous, which^ by Jo- 
sephas*s jtfoount here, ran every ttventk day^ and rested on «ir, but according 
to Fliny, Nat Hut. zxxi. 11, ran perpetually on six days, and rested emy 
Beoemtk (though it no way appears by either of their aooounta that theMOMlA 
4ajr of this mer was die Jewish seventh day or sabbath), is (mite vanished, X 
abaU add no more about it ; only see Dr. Hudson's note. In Varenius*8 Geo- 
graphy, i. 17, the reader will find several instances of such periodical fountains 
and rivers, though none of their periods were that of a just week, as of old this 
appeals to have beeiu 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1846 THE JEWISH WAE. BOOK Vll. 

receive them besides ?** Whereupon the people of Antioeh) 
when they had failed of success *in this their firit request* 
made him a second ; for they desired that he would order 
those tables of brass to be removed on wh^ the Jews^ pri- 
Tileees were engraven. However, TitUs would not grant tnat 
neither, but permitted the Jews of Antioch to continue (o 
ei^oy. the very same privileges in that «ity which they had 
before, and then departed for Egypt ; and as he came to 
JeruE^em in his progress, and compared the melancholy 
condition he saw it then in with the ancient glory of the dty, 
and called to mind the greatness of its present ruins, as well 
as its andent splendour, he could not out pity the destruc* 
tion of the city, so far was he from boasting that so^^eat 
and goodly a city as that was had been by him taken by 
force ; nay, he frequently cursed those that had been the 
authors of their revolt, and had brought such a punishment 
upon the city ; insomuch that it openly appeared that he did 
not desire that such a calamity, as this punishident of theirs 
amounted to, should be a demonstration of his courage. Yet 
was there no small quantity of the riches that had ueen in 
that city still found among its ruins, a great deal of which 
the Romans dug up; but the greatest part was discovered 
by those who were captives, and so they carried it away ; I 
mean the gold and the silver, and the rest of that most pre- 
cious furniture which the Jews had, Md which the ownen 
had treasured up underground against the uncertain for- 
tunes of war. 

S. So Titus took the journey he intended to Egypt, and 
passed over the desert very suddenly, and came to Alexandria, 
and took up a resolution to ^ to Rome by sea. And as he 
was accompanied by two legions, he sent each of them again 
t6 the places whence they had before come ; the fifth he sent 
to Mysia, and the fifteenth to Pannonia: as for the leaders of 
the captives, Simon and John, with the other seven hundred 
men, whom he had selected out of the rest, as being eminently 
tall and handsome of body, he gave order that they should 
be soon carried to Italy, as resolving to produce them in his 
triumph. So when he had had a prosperous voya^ to his 
mind, the city of Rome behaved itself m his reception, and 
their meeting him at a distance, as it did in the case of his 
father. But what made the most splendid appearance in 
Titus^s opinion was, when his father met him, and received 
hhn ; but still the multitude of the citizens conceived the 
ffreatest joy, when they saw them all three * together, as they 
did at tbb time : nor were many days overpast, when they 

* Vetp&sian, and hu two sons Titus and DomittaD. 
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4elenribied to liaye btit one Immpb, that abooM b^ ttaoi 
mem to faotk of tbeni, ofei aooouat of the glorious espkHts 
tfaef had petfomed) idthouffh the lenato bad decreed each 
of them a «epMrale trinkanli bjr bimaelf. So when notioe hid^ 
been |[lvea beforehlmd of the day af^iointed for diis ponu 
poiM eeleranitjr lo be made on*aeoount of thekr victories, not 
one of the immense multitude was left in the citjv but every 
body went out so far as to gain only a station where they 
might stand, and left only s«^ a passage as was necessary 
for those that-were to be seen to go along it. 

4. Now aU the soldiery nritrch^ out Mbn^haad by oonii 
panies, and in their several ranks, under their several cdoI. 
maadc»9, in the niffht4inle, and were about the ^ates, ndt of 
the upper palaces, out those near the temfde of Isis ; for there 
it was that the emperoiv bad rested the foreeoiuj; night* And 
as sOdB as ^ver it was day, Vespasian and Titus came out^ 
crowned wkh lautid, and clotbea in those ancient purple h&. 
bite which were pmper to theur family, and then went as fiir 
as Octavian^s walks ; for there it was tb^t the senate and the 
principal rulers, and those tbat bad been recorded as 6f tiie 
equestrian order, wmfted for them. NoVr a.tribunal had beea 
.ereeted before the eloisten^ attd ivory chairs had been set 

upon it, when they came and sat down upon them. Where- 
upon the soldiery made an aoebunation of jojr to them i»Biec> 
dmtely, imd dlgave tli^nt attestations of their valour; while 
they Were then^ves without their ihrms, aad only in thor 
silken garments, and crowned #ith laurel ; then Vesparian 
accepted <^ these shouts of tbeirs ; but while they were stiH 
disposed to goon in such acclamations, he gave them a i^nai 
of silence. And when every body entirely held their pcaee^ 
he stood up, and covering tM greatest part of hb head with 
his cloak, be put up the accustoikied solonn prayers ; the like 
prayers did Titus put up also : after which prayers Vespasian 
made a short speech to all the people, and then seilt aw^ the 
soldiers to a dinner prepared for them by the emperors. Then 
did he retire *to that gate which was called the Oaie qf'Ae 
Pampj because pompous shows do always go through thit 
£ate: there it was that they tasted some food ; andwh^thej 
bad put on their triumphal varments, and had offered sacn*. 
fices to the gods that were placed at the gate, they sent the 
triumph forward, and marched through the theatres, that 
they might be the more easily seen by Uie multitudes. 

5. Now it is impossible to descrifaie the multitude of the 
shows as they deserve, and the magnifioence of them all i 
such indeed as a man could not easily think of, as performed 
either by the labour of workmen, or the variety of ridies, or 
the rarities of nature ; for ahnost all such curiosities as the 
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most happy men ever get by piecem^ were here one heaped 
on another, and those both admirable and coetly in thar na- 
ture; and as all brought together on that day, demonstrated 
the vastness of the dominions of the Romans ; for there was 
here to be seen a mighty quantity of nlver, and gold, and 
ivory, contrived into all sorts df thmgs, and did not appear as 
earned along in pompous show only,l>ut, as a man may say, 
running along like a river. Some* parts were composed of 
the rarest purple hangings, and so carried alon^, and others 
accurately represented to the life what was embroidered by 
the art of the Babylonians. There were also precious stones 
that were transparent, some set in crowns of gold, and some 
in other ouches, as the workmen pleased ; and of these such 
a vast number were brought, that we could not but thence 
leari^ how vainly we imagined any of them to be rarities. The 
images of the gods were also earned, being as well wonderful 
for thdr largeness, as made very artificially, and with great 
skill of the workmen % nor were any of these images of any 
other than very costly materials; ana many species of animals 
were brought, everyone in their own natural ornaments. The 
men also, who brought every one of these shows, were great 
multitudes, and adorned with purple garments all over inter- 
woven with gold ; those that were chosen for carrying these 
pompous shows having also about them such magnificent or- 
naments as were both extraordinary and surprising. ^ Besides 
these, one might see that even the great number of *the cap- 
tives was not unadorned, while the variety that was in their 
garments, and their fine texture, concealecf from the sight the 
deformity of their bodies. But what afforded the greatest 
surprise of all was the structure of the pageants that were 
borne along ; for indeed he tMit met them could not but be 
afraid that the bearers would not be able firmly enough to 
support them, such was their magnitude ; for many of them 
were so niade that they were on three or even four stories 
one above another. The magnificence also of their structure 
afforded one both pleasure and surprise ; for -Upon many of 
them were laid carpets of gold. There was also wnkight gold 
and ivory fastened about them all; and many resemblaiices of 
the war, and those jn several ways and variety of contrivances, 
affording a most lively portraiture of itself. For there was to 
be seen a happy country laid waste, and entire squadrons of 
enemies slain, while some of them ran away, and some were 
carried into captivity ; with walls of great altitude and mag- 
nitude overthrown, and ruined by machines, with the strong- 
est fortifications taken, and the wal^s of most populous cities 
upon the tops of hills seized on, and an army pouring itself 
within the walls; as also every place fuU of slaughter, and 
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suppBcatioiis of the enemies, when the^ were no lonflei^ aUe 
to lift up their hands in way of oppoation. Fire luso sent 
upon temples was here representeo, and houses overthrown 
and {alHng upon their owners ; rivers also, after they came 
out of. a large and melancholy desert, ran down, not into a 
laad cultivated, nor as drink for men or for cattle, but through 
a land srill on fire upon every side ; Jbr the Jews related tbit 
such a thin^ they had undergone during this war. Now the 
workmanship of these representations was so magnificent and 
lively in the construction of the things, that it exhibited what 
had been done to such as did not see it, as if they had been 
there really present. On the top of every one of these 
pageants was placed the commander of the city that was 
taken, and the manner wherein he was taken. Moreover, 
there followed those pageants a great number of ships; add 
for the other spoils, they were carried in great pl^ty. But 
for those* that were taken in the temple of Jerusalem, th^ 
made the greatest figure of them all; that ia, the golden table, 
of the weight of many talents ; the candlestick aLo, that was 
made of gold, though its construction were now changed 
from that which we made use of; for its middle shaft was 
£xed upon a baris, and the small branches were produced out 
of it to a great length, having the Ukeness ot a trident in their 
porition, and had every one a socket made of brass for a lamp 
at the tops of them. These lamps were in number seven^ 
and represented the dignity of the number seven among the 
Jews ; and the last of all the spoils was carried the Law of 
the Jews. After these spcnls passed by a great many men 
carrjring the images of victory, whose structure was enUrely 
either ^ ivory or of gold. Afler which, Vespasiim marched 
in the first jnac^, and Titus followed him ; Domitian also 
rode along with them,, apti made a glorious appearance, and 
rode on a horse that was.^»orthy of admiration. 

6. Now the last part^ qf this pompous show was at the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, whether when they were come, 
they stood still ; for it was the Romans^ ancient custom to 
stay till somebody brought the news that the general of the 
enemy was sliun. This general was Simon, the son of Gioras, 

* See the represeatationt of these Jewish vessels, as they still stand oa Titus*s 
triumphal arch at Rome, in Keland*s very curious book, De Spolm Templi^ 
throughout. But what things are chiefly to be noted, aro these :*-l. That Jo» 
aepbus says, the candlestick here carri^ in this triumph was not thoroughly 
like that which was used in the temple, which appears in the number of the 
little knops and flowers in that on the triumphal arch not well agreeing with 
Moies*s description, Exod. xxw, 31-^. 3. The smaUiiestf of the brandiea in 
Joeephtts, compared with, the thickness of those on that arch. 3. That ^t 
Law or Pentateuch does not appear on that arch at all, though Joeephus, an 
eye-witnefl|s, assures us it was carried in this procession. All which things de- 
terre the consideration of the inquurltife reader. 
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wlio had then been led in this triumph ambne die capiifiTies ; 
A rope had also been p«t upon his head^ and he had heed 
drawn unto a proper place in the fbram, and bad withal been 
tormented by those that drew him alone ; and the kw of the 
Romans required that malefaclors oonaenmed to die should 
be slain there. Acoordtn^j, when it was related diat tbei^ 
was an end of him, and all the people had set up a diout for 
joy, they then began to offer those sacrifices which they had 
tonsecratedy in the prayers used in such solemnities, which 
trhen they had fini^ed, they went away to the palace. And 
as for some of the spectators, the emperors entertttined tbeni 
mt their own feast ; and for all the rest there were ttoble pre^ 
{larations made for their feasting at home ; for this was a fe». 
tiyal day to the city of Rome, as celebrated for the vietory 
obtained by their army over their enonies, tot the end thAt 
Was now put to their ciiil miseries, and for the cosmience- 
ment of their hopes of future prosperity and happiness. 

7. After these triumphs were over, and after the affairs of 
the Romans were settled on tfie surest foundations, Vespasian 
k«soIved to build a temple to Peace, which was finishea in ao 
short a time, and so norious a manner, as was beyond aU 
human expectation and opinion; for he havine now by ProTt<^ 
dence a vast quantity of wealth, besides What he had nmnerlr 
gained in his other exploits, he had this temple adorned with 
pictures and statues ; for in this temple were collected and 
reposited all such rarities as men aforetime used to wander 
all ov^ the habitable world to see, when they had a desire to 
see one of them after another ; he also laid up therein thoie 
golden vessels and instruments that were taken out of the 
Jewish temple as ensigns of his glory. But still he gave 
order that they should lay up their- law, an& the purple veils 
t»f the holy place, in the royal palace itself, and keep them 
there. 



%*^^^%^'»^'*»^»<i%»%1%* 



CHAP. VI. 



Concerning Macherus^ and how Lucilius Bassus took that 
Citaiiely and other Places. 

S 1. Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate into Judea, «nd 
tnere he received the army from Cerealis Vitellianus, and 
took that citadel which waa in Herodium, together with the 
garrison that was . in it ; after which he got toG;etfaer all the 
soldiery that wus there (which was a large body, but dispersed 
into several parties) with the tenth lea;ion, and resolved to 
make war upon Macherus; for it was highly necessary that 
this citadel snould be demolished, lest it might be a means of 
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drawing awi^ txmny into rebellion, by reason of its sti^ex^th ; 
for the nature of the place was very capable of affording the 
Burest hopes of safety to tkost that possessed it, as well as 
delay and fear to those that should ^ttack it ; for what was 
walled in was itself a very rocky hill, elevated to a Tety great 
height, which circumstance done made it very hard to be 
aubdued. It was also so contrived by teture, that it could 
not be easily ascended ; for it is, as it were, ditched about 
with flfueh valleys on all sides, and to such a depth, that the 
eye cannot reach their bottoms, and such as are not easily to 
be passed over; and even sudi as it is impossible to fill up 
with earth. For that valley which cuts it on' the west extends 
to threescore furloi^, and did not end till it came to the lake 
Asphaltitis ; on the same side it was also that Macherus had 
the tallest top of its hill elevated above the rest. But then, 
for the vidieys that lay on the north and south dides, althou^ 
they be not so large aa that already described, yet is it in 
like manner an impracticable thing to think of getting over 
them ; and for the valley that lies on the east side, its depth 
IB found to be not less than a hundred cubits. It extends 
as far as a mountain that lies over against Macherus, with 
which it b bounded. 

2. Now when Alexander [Janneus], the king of the Jews, 
observed the natute of this place, he was the first who built 
a citadel here, which afterwards was demolished by Gabinius 
when he made war against Aristobulus. But wnen Herod 
Gune to be king, he thought the place to be worthy of the 
utiAost regard, and of being built upon in the firmest man- 
ner, and uAs especially because it lay so near to Arabia ; for 
it is seated in a convenient place on that account, and hath 
a prospect toward that country. He therefore surrounded a 
large space of ground with walls and towers, and built a city 
there, out of which city there was a way that led up to the 
very citadel itself on the top of the mountain : nay, more 
than Ihis, he built a wall round that top of the hill, and 
erected towers at the comers, of a hundred and sixty cubits 
high ; in the middle of which place he built a palace, after a 
magnificent manner, wherein were large and beautiful edifices. 
H^ also made a great many reservoirs for reception of water, 
that there might be plenty of it ready for all uses, and those 
in the properest places that were afforded him there. Thtts 
did he, as it were, contend with the nature of the place, that 
he might exceed its natural strength and security, which yet 
itself rendered it* hard to be taken by those fortifications 
which were made by the hands of men. Moreover, he put 
a large quantity of darts and other machines of war into it, 
and contrived to get every thing thither that might any way 
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contribute to its inhabitants^ security, under the longest siege 
possible. 

8. Now within this place there ^w a sort of rue,* that 
deserves our wonder oi% account of its largeness, for it was no 
way inferior to any fig-tree whatsoever, either in height or in 
thickness; and the report is, that it had lasted ever since the' 
times of Herod, and would probably have lasted much lon^, 
had it not been cut down by those Jews who took possession 
of the place aflerward. But still in that valley which encom- 
pass^ the city on the north side, there is a certain place called 
BaaraSf which jiroduces a root-f- of the same name with it- 
self: its colour is like to that of flame, and towards the even- 
iuff it sends out a certain ray like lightning; it is not easily 
taken by such as would do it, but r^edes from their hands ; 
nor will yield itself to be taken quietly, until ^ther the urine 
of a woman or her menstrual blood l>e poured upon it ; nay, 
even then it is certain death to those that toudi it, unless any 
one take and hang the root itself down from his hand^ and so 
carry it away. It may also be taken another way, without 
danger, which is this : they dig a trench quite round about it, 
till ue hidden part of the root be very small ; they then tie a 
dog to it, and when the dog tries hardf to follow him that tied 
him, this root is easily plucked up, but the dog dies imme- 
diately, as if it were instead of the man that would take the 
plant away ; nor after this need any one be afraid of taking it 
into their hands. Yet after all this pains in getting, it is only 
valuable on account of one virtue it hath, mat ii it be only 
brouffht to the rick persons^ it quickly drives away those 
callea demons, which are no other than the spirits of the 
wicked, that enter into men that are alive, and kill them, un. 
less they can obtain some help against them. Here are also 
fountains of hot water, that flow out of this place, which have 
a very difierent tast^ one from the other; for some of them are 
bitter, and others of them are plainljr sweet. Here are also 
many eruptions of cold waters, and this not only in the*jplaces 
that lie lower, and have their fountains near one another, but 
what is still more wonderful, here is to be seen a cert^n cave 
bard by, whose cavity is not deep, but it is covered over by a 
rock that is prominent : above tnis rock there stand up two 

* Spanheim obtenres here, that in GraeU Major and Sicilf they had rue pro* 
digtoiuljr great and durable, like this rue at Macbema. 

t This itrange aoooont of the place and root Baaraa, aeema to have been taken 
from the magicians, and the root to have been made use of in the days of Jose- 
phus, in that superstitious way of casting 'out demons, supposed by him to have 
been derived from king Solomon, of which we have alrAidy seen he had a gieat 
opinion, Antiq. B. viiL ch. iL sect 5. We also may hence learn the true notion 
Josephna had of demons and demoniacs, exactly like that of the Jevs and 
Christians in the New Testament, and the first four centuries. See Antiq. 
B. vi. ch. viii. sect. 2 ; B. xU ch. ii. sect 3*. 
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[hills or] Imasts, as it were, but a Httle cBstant one from 
another, the oDe of which sends out a fountmn that is very 
oold, and the other sends out one that is very hot, whida 
waters, when they are mingled together, compose a most 

Eleasant tiath ; thev are medicinal indeed for other maladies, 
ut especially gooa for strengthening the nerves. This place 
has in it also mines of sulphur and alum. 

4. Now when Bassus luul taken a full view of this place, 
he resolved to besiege it, by filling up the valley that lay on 
the east side; so he fell hard to work, and took great pains to 
raise his banks as soon as pos»ble, and by that means to ren- 
der the siege easy^ As for the Jews that were caught in the 
place,' they separated themselves from the strangers that were* 
with them, and they forced those strangers, as an otherwise 
useless midtitude, to stay in the lower part of the city, and 
undergo the principal dangers, while they themselves seized 
on the upper citadel and held it, and this both oft account of 
its strenetii, and to provide for their own safety. They also * 
supposed they might obtain their pardon in case they should 
[at last] siurender the citadel. However, they were willing 
to make trial in the first place, whether the hopes they had 
of av(nding a siese would come to any thii^, with which in« 
tention they made sallies every day, and lought with those 
that met tnem, in which conflicts diey were many of them 
alain, as they therein slew many of the Romans, lout still it 
was the opportunities that presented themselves which chiefly 
mined botn tides their victories : these were gained by the 
Jews, when they fell upon the Romans as they were ofi^ their 
guard ; but bj^'the Romans, when upon the others^ sallies 
i^giunst their banks they foresaw th^ coming, and were uj)on 
their guard when they received th^n. But the conclusion 
of this ^ege did* not depend upon these bickerings; but a 
certain surprising accident, relating to what was done in this 
siege, fenced the Jews to surren4er the citadel. There was 
a certain young man among the besieged, of great boldness, 
and very active of his hand; his name was EUcaar: he greatly 
agnalized himself in those saUies, and encouraged the Jews 
to go out in great numbers, in order to hinder the raising of 
the banks, and did the Romans a vast deal of mischief when 
they came to fighting. He so managed matters, that those 
who sallied out made their attacks easily, and returned back 
without danger, and this by still brin^g up the rear himself. 
Now it happened that on a certain tune^ when the fight was 
over, and ooth sides were parted and retired home, he, in 
way of contempt of the enemy, and thinking that qone of 
them would begin the fight again at that time, staid without 
the gates, and talked with those that were upon the wall, and 
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Ms mind wag wholly Intent upon what thej said. Now a 
certain person belonging to .the Roman camp, whose name 
was Mi^fudi by biith an Egyptian, ran upon him suddenly, 
when nobody expected such a thing, and carried him off, 
with his armour itself; while in the meantime thosk that saw 
it from the wall were under such an mnazement, that Rufus 
prevented their assistance, and carried Eleaaar to the Roman 
camp. So the general of the Romans ordered that be should 
be taken up naked, set before the city to be seen, and sorely 
whipped before thar eyes. Upon this sad accident that befid 
die young man, the Jews were terribly confounded ; and the 
city, with one vcMce, sorely lamented him, and the mourning 
proved greater than could well be suf^x>8ed upcm the cala- 
mity of a single person. When Bassus perceived that, he be- 
gan to think of using a strata^m against the enemy, and waa 
desirous to aggravate their gnef, in order to prevail widi them 
to surrend^ the city for the preservation of that man. Nor 
did he fcdl (^ bis hope ; for he commancbd them to set iqp a 
cross, as if he were just going to hang Eleazar upon it imme- 
diately : the sight of this occasioned a sore grief among those 
that were in the citadel, and they groaned vehemently, and 
cried out, that they could not bear to see him thus destroyed. 
Whereupon Eleazar besought them not to disregard him^ 
now he was going to suifer a most miserable death, and. ex- 
horted them to save themselves, by yielding to the RoImui 
power and good fortune, since all other people were now 
conquered by them. These men were ^eally moved with 
what he said, there being also many within the city that in- 
terceded for him, because he was of an emipent and very 
numerous family ; so they now yielded to their passion c» 
commiseration, contrary to their usual custom. Accordingly 
they sent out immediately certain messengers, and treated 
with the Romans, in order to a surrender of the citadel to. 
them, and desired that the^might be permitted to go awi^, 
and take Eleazar along with them. Then did the Romans 
and their general accept of these terms; while that multitude 
of strangers that were in the lower part of the' city, beariog 
of the agreement that was made by the Jews for themselves 
alone, was resolved to fly awa3^*pnvately in the night-time; 
but as soon as they had opened their gates, those that had 
come to terms with Bassus told him of it ;. whether it were 
that they envied the other^s deliverance, or whether it were 
done out of fear, lest an occasion should be taken against them 
upon their escape, is uncertain. The most courageous, there- 
fore, of those men that went out, prevented the enemy, and 
got away, and fled for it ; but for those men that were caught 
withm, they were slain to the number of one thousand seven 
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fauocbed, as were the wfloien and the childroi Madt dsyes^ 
But aa BaasuE thought he must perform the covenaQt ke bad 
made with those that had smrendered the citadel^ he let thasL 
go, aad restored Eleaaar to thekn. 

5. When Bassus had settled these affium, he marched hastilj? 
to the forest of Jarden, as it is called ; for he had heard that 
a great many of those diat had fled fiom Jerusalem and Ma- 
cherus formerly were there gotten together. When he was 
therefore come to the place, and understood that the former 
news wa3 no mi9take, q^ Uk the fijE^t«p(4(0?, surrounded the 
whole place with his horsemen, that such of the Jews as h|ul 
boldness enough to try to break throu^ mi^ht have no way 
possible for escaping, by reason of the situation of these horse- 
men ; aind for th^ tootmen, he ordered them tO'«ut down tb^ 
trees that were in the wood whither they were fled. So the 
Jews were under a necessity of perfonaiog some glorious ez^ 
ploit, and of greatly exposing themselves in a oattle, since 
they might peniaps thereby escape. So th^ made a general 
attack, and with a great shout fell upon those that surrounded 
them, who received them with great courage ; anA so, while 
the one ude fought desperately, and the others wiould not 
yield, the fiffht was prcMoagea on that account. But tha 
event of the battle £d not answer die expectations <tf the 
assailants ; for so it happened, that no more than twdve fell 
on the Roman tide, with a few that were wounded ; but not 
one of the Jews escaped out of this battle^ but th^ were all 
killed, being in the 'whole not (ewefc in number than three 
thousand, together with Judas, the son of Jairus, their ge- 
neral ; ooncerning whom we have before spoken, that he had 
been a captain of a certmn band at the siege of Jerusaleoiy 
and, by goine down into a certain vault under ground, had 
privately made his escape. 

6. About the same time it was that Oaesar sent a letter to 
Bassus, and to Libevius Maximus^ who was the proeumtor 
[of Judeal, and gave order that all Judea should be exposed 
to sale ;^ for he did not tovmd any city diere, but reserved 
the country for himself. However, he assigned a place for 
eight hundred men only, whom he had dismissed frcmi his 
army, which he save them for their halHtation ; it is sailed 
EmnrnuSj-f and is distant fh>m Jerusalem Areesoore fiuvi 

* It ii Tery remarkable that Titai did not people this now desolate eountiy of 
Jndea, bat ordered H to be ^ mM ; nor todeed is it properly peojded ni thk 
day, but lies ready Ibr its did iofial^tants the Jews, at their iViture lesteradoiK 
See Litend Acooinplishment of Prophecies, page 77* 

f That tfte dty Emrnaus o^Ammaua in Jotej^knu and ethers, whi^ was the 
^aee of the goremment of JaMns Africanus, in the beg^nioe of the third cen« 
tnry, and wbieb he then procured t6 be rebuilt, and after which rebttildiDg it 
was called NicopoUtf is entirely different from that Emrnaus which is sMStioncd 
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longs. He aiso laid a tribute upon the Jewff wheresoever 
they were, and enjoined every one of them to bring two 
drachmae every year into the capitol, as thejr used, to pay 
the same to the temple at Jerusalem. And this was the 
state of the Jewish affairs at this ume. 

CHAP. VII. 

Concerning the Calamikfihat befell Jntiochuei King if Com- 
magene. As also concerning the Alans^ and whai great 
MiecMtfa they did to ihe Medes and Armenians. 

§ 1. And now, in the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian, 
it came to pass, that Antiochus, the king of Commagene, 
with all his family, fell into very great calamities. The ooca- 
aon was this : Cesennius Fetus, who was president of Syria 
at this time, whether it were done out of regard to truth, or 
whether out of hatred to Antiochus (for which was the real 
motive waft never thoroughly discovered) sent an epistle to 
Caesar, and therein toldhim. That *^ Antiochus, with his son 
Epiphanes, had resolved to rebel against the Romans, and 
had made a league with the king of Parthia to that purpose ; 
that it was therefore fit to prevent them, lest Ihey prevent us, 
and begin such a war as- may cause a general disturbance 
in the Roman empire.^ Now Caesar was disposed to take 
some care about the matter, since this discovery was made ; 
for the neighbourhood of the kingdoms made this affair wor- 
thy of a greater regard ; for Samosata, the capital of Com- 
masene, Ties upon Euphrates, and upon any such deagn 
oouid afford an easy passage over it to the Parthians, and 
could also afford them a secure reception. Petus was ac- 
cordingly believed, and had authority given him of doiuj; 
what he should think proper in the case ; so he set about it 
without delay, and fell upon Comma^ne before Antiochus 
and his people had the least eiipectation of his coming. He 
bad with hun the tenth legion, as also some cohorts, and 
troops of horsemen. These kings also came to his assistance ; 
Aiifllabulus, king of the country called ChakidenCf and So- 
bemus, who was called King ofEmesa. Nor was these any 
opposition made to his forces when they entered the king- 
by St. Luke, xxi?. 17f ue Reland*t PalestinB, lib. xL page 429» And under tbe. 
name Ammaus also. But he justly thinks that that in St Luke may well be 
the same with this Ammaus heSoi^ ua, especially since the Greek copies here 
usually make it 60 furlongs distant from Jerusalem, as does St. Luke, though 
the Latin copies say only SO. The place also Jlotted for tliese 800 soldiers, aa 
for a Ronum garrison, in this pbce, would most naturally be not so remote from 
Jeniaaleip as was the other Kmmaus or Nieopolis. 
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dbm ; fior no one of that country \KOuld so mucli as lilt up 
Jus band against tbem. When Antiochus heard this unex- 
pected newfi, he could not think in the least of making war 
mth the Romans, but determined to leave bis whole kingdom 
in the state wherein it now was, and to retire privately, with 
his wife and children, as thinking thereby to demonstrate 
himself to the Romans to be innocent as to the accusaticm 
laid against him. So he went away from that city as far 
as a hundred and twenty furlongs, into a plain, and there 
pitched his tents. 

S. Petus then sent some of his men to seize upon Samo- 
sata, and by their means took possession of that city, while 
he went himself to attack Antiocbus, with the rest of his array.* 
However, the king was not prevailed upon by the distress 
he* was in, to do any thing in the way of war against the Ro- 
mans, but bemoaned his own hard fate, and endured with 
patience what he was not aUe to prevent But his sons, who 
were young, and unexperienced in war, but of strong bodies, 
were not easily induced to bear this calamity without fight- 
ing. Epiphanes, therefore, and Callinicus, betook then^ 
selves to military force ; and as the battle was a sore one, and 
lasted all the day long, they shewed their own valour in a 
remarkable manner, and nothing but the approach of night 
put a period thereto, and that without any diminution of 
•their forces; yet would not Antiocbus, upon this concluoon 
of the fight, continue there by any means, but took his wife 
and his daughters, and fled away with them to Cilicia, and 
by so doing quite discouraged the minds of his own soldiers. 
AcGorduigiy they revolted and went over to the Romans, 
4»Mt of the despair they were i^ of his keeping the kingdom ; 
-and his case was looked upon by all as quite desperate. It 
was therefore necessary that Epiphangeand his 8(ddiers should 
^et clear of their enemies, before they becanoe entirely dea. 
titute of any confederates ; nor were tnere any more than ten 
horsemen with him, who passed with him over Euphrates, 
whence they went undisturbed to Vologeses, the King of 
Parthia, where they were not disregard^ as fugitives, but 
had the same respect paid them as if tiiey h^ retained their 
ancient prosperity. 

8. Now when Antiocbus was come to Taisus, ^n C^icia, 
Petps ordered a centuriop to go to him, and send him in 
bonds to Rome. However, Vespasian could not endure to 
have a king brought to him in that manner, but thought it 
fit rather to have a regard to the ancient friendship that had 
been between them, than to preserve an inexorable anger 
upon pretence of this war. Accordingly he gave orders that 
they should take off his bonds, while he was still upon the 
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road, and that he should not come to Rome, but should mfW 
go and Uve'at Lacedemon ; he also gave him large revenues, 
that he might live, not only in plenty, but like a king als9. 
When Epiphanes, who before vas in great fear for his father, 
was informed of this, their minds were freed from that great 
and almost incurable concern they had been under. He also 
hoped that Caesar would be reconciled to them, upon the in- 
tercession of Vologeses; for although be lived in plenty, he 
knew not how to bear living out of the Roman empire. So 
Caesar gave him leave, after an obliging manner, and he came 
to Rome ; and as his father came quickly to him from Lace- 
demon, h^ had all sorts of respect paid him there, and there 
li& remained. 

4. Now there was a nation of the Alans, which we have 
formerly mentioned * somewhere as being Scythians, and bi* 
habiting at the Lake Meotis. This nation, about this time^ 
laid a design of falling upon Media and the parts beyond it^ 
in order to plunder them ; with which intention -they treated 
with the king of Hyrcania ; for he was master of that passage 
which King Alexander [the Great] shut up with iron gateSk 
This king gave them leave to come through them ; so they 
came in great multitudes, and fell upon the Medes unex- 
pectedly, and plundered their country, which they found full 
of people, and replenished with abundance of cattle, while 
nobody durst make any resistance against them ; for Pacorus, 
the king of the country, had fled away for fear into places 
where they could not easily come at him, and had yielded 
up every thing he had to them, and had only saved his wife 
and his concubines from them, and that with difficulty also, 
after they had been made captives, by giving them a hun- 
dred talents for their ransom. These Alans therefore plun- 
dered the country without opposition, and with great ease, 
and proceeded as far as Armenia, laying all waste before 
them. Now Tiridates was king of that country, who met 
them, and fought them, but had like to have been taken alive 
in the battle ; for a certain man threw a net over him from 
a great distance, and had soon drawn him to him, unless he 
had immediately cut the cord with his sword, and ran away, 
and prevented it. So the Alans being still more provoked 
by this fight, kid waste the country, and drove a great mul- 
titude of the men, and a great quantitv of the other prey 
they had gotten out of both kingdoms, along with them, ana 
then retreated back to their own country. 

* This u now waDtiog. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning Masadoy and those Sicarii who kept it; and how 
Silva betook himself to form the Siege of that Citadel. 
Eleazar's Speeches to the besieged. 

§ 1. When Bassus was dead in Judea, Flavius Silva suc- 
ceeded him as procurator there ; who, when he saw that all 
the rest of the country was subdued in this war, and that 
there was but one only stronghold that was still in rebellion, 
he flot all his army together that lay in different places, and 
made an expedition against it. This fortress was called Ma- 
soda. It was one Eleasuur, a potent man, and the commander 
of these Sicarii, that had seized upon it. He was a descendant 
from that Judas who had persuaded abundance of the Jews, 
as we have formerly related, not to submit to the taxation 
when Cyrenius was sent into Judea to make one ; for then it 
was that the Sicarii got together against those that were will- 
ing to submit to the Romans, and treated them in all respects 
as if they had been their enemies, both by plundering them 
of what they had, by driving away their cattle, and by setting 
fire to their houses ; for they said that they differed not at 
all from foreigners, by betraying in so cowardly a manner that 
freedom wfaicn Jews thought worthy to be contended for to 
the utmost, and by owning that they preferred slaver^ un- 
der the Romans before sucn a contention. Noyv* this was in « 
reality no better than a pretence, and a cloak for the barba^ 
rity which was made use of by them, and to colour over their 
own avarice, which they afterward made evident by their own 
actions ; for those that were partners with them m thdr re- 
bellion joined also with them in the war agiunst the Ro- 
mans, and went farther lengths with them in their impudent 
undertakings against them ; and when they were again con- 
victed of dissembling in such their pretences, they still more 
abused those that justly reproached tnem for their wickedness. 
And indeed that was a time most fertile in all manner of 
wicked practices, insomuch that no kind of evil deeds were 
then left undone ^ nor could any one so much as devise any 
bad thing that was new, so deeply were they all infected, and 
strove with one another in their single capacity, and in their 
communities, who should run the greatest lengths in impiety 
towards Grod and in lu^ust actions towards their neighbours ; 
the men of power oppressing the multitude, and the multi- 
tude earnestly labounngto destroy the men of power. The 
one part were desirous of tyrannising over others, and the rest 
of offering violence to others, and of plundering such as were 
richer than themselves. They were the Sicarii who first be* 
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gaii these trahsffressions, aild first became barbarous towards 
those allied to them, and left ao vocds of reproach unsaid, 
and no works of perdition untried, in order to destroy those 
whom th^ir contrivances affected. Yet did John demon- 
strate by his actions, that these Sicarii were more riioderate 
than he was himself; for he not onlj slew all such as ^ave 
bim good counsel to do what was nght, but treated them 
worst of aU, as the most bitter enemies that he had among aU 
the citizens ; nay, he filled his entire country with ten thoiv 
sand instances of wickedness, such as a man who was already 
hardened sufficiently in bis impiety towards God wooL^ na- 
turally do ; for the food was unlawful that was set upon his 
table, and he rejected those purifications that the law of bi6 
country had ordained : so that it was no longer a wonder if 
he, who was so mad in his impiety towards God, did not ob- 
serve any rules of gentleness and common affection towards 
men. .Again, therefore, what mischief was there which Si- 
mon the son of Gioras did not do ? or what kind of abuses 
did he abstain from as to those very freemen who had set 
him up for a tyrant ? What friendship or kindred we^p there 
that did zu>t make him more Ibold in his daily murders ? for 
they looked upon the doing of mischief to strangers only, 9fi 
a work beneato their courage ; but thought that their barba- 
rity towards their nearest rdations would be a glorious de- 
monstration thereof. The Idumeans also strove with these 
men, which should be guilty of the greatest madness ; for 
they [all], vile wretches as tbey were, cut the throats of the 
bi^b-priests, that so no part of a religious regard to Go4 
might be preserved; they thence proceeded to destroy utterly 
the least remains of a political government, ajid introduoed 
th€ most complete scene of iniquity in all instances that were 
practicable; under which scene that sort of people tba^ 
were called zealots grew up, and who indeed corresponded 
to theic name ; for they imitated every wicked work ; nor if 
their memory su^ested any evil thmg that bad formerly 
been done, djd they avoid zealously to pursue the same ; and 
although they gave themselves that name from their 9eal for 
whajt was good, yet did it agree tp the^i only by w^y of 
irony, on account of those they had unjustly treated by their 
wild ^d brutish disposition, or as thinkii^ the greatest mis- 
chiefs to be the greatest good. Accordingly they all met 
with such ends as God deservedly btupght upon them in way 
of punishment ; for all such miseries have been smt upa9 
them as man's nature is capable of undergoing, till the i^t^ofl 
period of their lives, and till d,eath came upon theoa in vanpus 
ways of tornv^nt ; y^t miebt one s^y j^us^y, t^ they S|i0isf^ 
leas than they ha4 don?, because it was iii^pqi^siiMe they ckhiU 
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be ptmisAied accordiog to their deservitiff. But to make A 
lamentation according to the deserts of those who fell under 
these men's barbarity, this is not a proper place- for h. I 
therefore now rettrrn again to the remmning part of the pre- 
sent narration. 

2/ For now it was that the Roman general came, and led 
h^ army against Eleazar and those Sicarii who held the for. 
tress Masada together with him ; and for the whole country 
adjoining, he presently gained it, and put garrisons into the 
most proper places of it : he also buik a wiall quite round the 
entire fortress, that none of the besieged might easily escape; 
he also set his men to guard the several parts of it : he also 
pitched hfs camp in such an agreeable place as he Imd chosen 
for the siege, and at which place the rock belonging to the • 
fortress did make the nearest approach to the neighbouring 
mountain, which yet was a place of difficulty for getting 
plenty of provisions ; for it was not only food that was to be 
Drought from a great distance [to the army], and this with a 
great deal of pain to those Jews who were appointed for that 
purpose, but water was also to be brought to the camp, be^ 
cause the place aflbrded no fountain that was near it. When 
therefore Silva had ordered these affidrs beforehand, he fell to 
besieging the place ; which siege was likely to stand in need 
of a great deal of skill and pains, by reason of the strength 
of the fortress, the nature of which I will now describe. 

3. There was a rock, not small in circumference, and very 
high. It was encompassed with valleys of such vast depth 
downward, that the eye could not reach their bottoms ; they 
were abrupt, and such as no animal could waik upon, ex- 
cepting at two places of the rock, where it subsides, in order . 
to afford a passage for ascent, though not without difficulty. 
Now, of the ways that lead to it, one is that from the Lake 
AsphaJtitis, towards the stmrising, and another on the west 
where the ascent is easier ; the one of these wajrs is called ike 
Serpent^ as resemblhig that animal in its narrowness and its 
perpetual windings ; for it is broken off at the prominent 

Erecipices of the rock, and returns frequently into itself, and 
rngthemng again by little and little, hath much ado to pro- 
ceed forward ; and he that would walk akmg it must firist 
go on one leg, and theh on the other ; there .is also nothing 
but destruction in casa your feet slip ; for on each side there 
rs a vastly deep chasm and precipice, suffici^t to quell the 
courage of every body by the terror it infuses into the mind. 
When, therefore, a man hath gone along this way for thirty 
furlongs, the rest is the top of the hill, not ending at a small 
point, but is no other than a plain upon the highest part of 
the mountain. Upon this top of the hill, Jonathan the high>- « 
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priest first of all built a fortress, and called it Maaada ; after 
which the rebuilding of this place employed the care of king 
Herod to a great degree : he also built a wall, round about « 
the entire top of the hill, seven furlongs long ; it was com-* 
posed of white stone ; its height was twelve, and its breadth 
eight cubits ; there were also erected upon that wall thi(ty- 
eight towers, each of them fifty cubits nigh ; out of which 
you might pass into lesser edifices, which were built on the 
inside rouna the entire wall ; for the king reserved the top of 
the hill, which was of a fat soil and better mould than any 
valley for agiiculture, that such as committed themselves to 
this fortress for their preservation might not even there be 
quite destitute of food, in case they should ever be in want of 
it from abroad. Moreover, he built a palace therein at the 
western ascent ; it was within and beneath the walls of the 
citadel, but inclined to its north side. Now the wall of this 
palace was very high and strong, and had at its four Qomers 
towers sixty cubits high. The furniture also of the edifices, 
and of the cloisters, aciid of the baths, was of great variety 
and verjr costly ; and these buildings were supported by pil- 
lars of single stones on every side ; the walls also, and the 
floors of the edifices, were paved with stones of several colaurs. 
He also had cut many and great pits, as reservoirs for water, 
out of the rocks, at every one of the places that were inha- 
bited, both above and round about the palace, and before the 
wall ; and by this contrivance he endeavoured to have water 
for several uses, as if there had been fountains there. Here 
was also a road Jigged from the palace, and leading to the 
very top of the mountain, which yet could not be seen by 
such as were without [the walls] ; nor indeed could enemies 
easily make use of the plain roads ; for the road on the east 
side, as we have already taken notice, could not be walked 
upon by reason of i.ts nature ; and for the western road he 
built a large tower at its narrowest place, at no less a distance 
from the top of the hill than a thousand cubits ; which tower 
could not possibly be passed by, nor could it be easily taken ; 
nor indeed coula those that walked along it without any fear, 
such was its contrivance, easily get to the end of it. And 
after such a manner was this cit^el fortified both by nature 
and by the hands of men, in order to frustrate the attacks of 
enemies. 

4. As for the furniture that was within this fortress, it was 
still more wonderful on account of its splendour and long 
continuance ; for here was laid up corn in large quantities, 
and such as would subsist men for a long time ; here was also 
wine and oil in abundance, with all kinds of pulse and dates 

^heaped up together ; all which Eledzar found there, when 

\ 
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he and hU Skftrd got poBsesBion of the fortress by treachery. 
These fruits were also fresh and full ripe, and no way infe- 
nor to such fruits newly Idid in, although they were little 
vbort of a hundred years* from the laying in these provi- 
SMNS [by Herod] till the place was taken by the Romans; 
"majy indeed, when the Romans got possession of those fruits 
that were left, they found them not ocnrrupted all that while ; 
nor should we be mistaken if we suoposed that the air was 
here the cause of their enduring so KMog* this fortress being 
so hiffh, and so free from the mixture of all terrene and 
muddy particles of matter. There was also found here a 
large quantity of all Boirts of weapons of war, which had been 
treasured up by that king,*«nd were sufficient for ten thou- 
sttid men ; there was cast iron, and brass, and tin : which 
shew that he had taken much pains to have all things here 
ready for the greatest occasions ; for the report goes, how 
Herod thus prepared this fortress on his own account, as a 
refu^ i^ainst two kinds of danger ; the one for fear of th^ 
multitude of the Jews, lest they should depose him, and re- 
store their former kings to the government ; the other danger 
was greater and mote terrible^ which arose from Cleopatra, 
queen of Egypt, who did not conceal her intentions, but 
spake often to Antony, and desired him to cut oS Herod, 
and entreated him to bestow the kingdom of Judea upon 
her. And certainly k is a great wonder that Antony did 
never comply with ner commands in this point, as he was so 
miserably enslaved to his passion for her ; nor should any 
one have been surprised if she had been gratified in such her 
request So the fear of these dangers made Herod rebuild 
Masada, and thereby leave it for the finishing stroke of the 
Romans in this Jewish war. 

5. Since, therefore, the Roman commander Silva had now 
built a wall on the out^de round about this whole place, as 
we have said already, and had thereby made a most accurate 
provision to prevent any one of the liesieged running away, 
ne undertook the siege itself, though he found but one s^ele 
place that would admit of the banKs he was to raise ; fen* be- 
nind that tower which secured the road that led to the palace, 
and to the top of the hill from the west, there was a certiun 
eminency of the rock, very broad and very prominent, but 
three hundred cubits beneath the highest part of Masada ; it 
was called the white promonkyry. Accoraingly he got upon 
that part of the rock, and ordered the army to bring earth ; 
and when they fell to that work with alacrity, and abundance 

* Pliny and others confinn this strange paradox, that provisioDs Uid up 
against sieges will oontinae good a hundred yean, as Spanheim notes upon 
tlUa place. 
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of them togietIie^9 the bafik if as ratsed; and became doli^^ fbr 
ttro hufidred cuMts in height. Yet wd9 not this batik f hmigbt 
sufBeiently high for th^ use of th€ engines tfaM were to be set 
vkpati it ; but still another elevated tvofk of great stones com- 
j^cted together, was raised upon that bank ; this was fifty 
Cubits both in breadth and height. The other machines thtk 
were tiow got ready were like to those that bad been first 
devised by Vespasian, atid afterwards by Titus, for sieges. 
Thet^ was also a tower made of the height of sixty cubits, 
an<f all over plated with iron, out of which the Romati^ 
threw darts and stones from the engines, and soon made those 
that fought from the walls of the ptaee to retire, and would 
not let them lift up their headf above the works. At (be 
same time Silva oraered that great battering ram which he 
had made to be brought thither, and to be set against the 
wall, and to make freqdent batteries against it, which with 
some difiiculty broke down a part of the wall, and quite over- 
drew it. However, the Sicarii made haste, and presently 
built another wall within that, which should not be liable to 
the same misfortune from the machines with the other ; it 
was made soft and yielding, and so -^as capable of avoiding 
the terrible blows that affected the other. It was framed 
after the following manner: — They laid together great beams 
of wood lengthways, one close to the end of another, and 
the same way in which they were cut ; there were two of 
these rows parallel to one another, and laid at such a distance 
from each other as the breadth of the wall required, and 
6arth was put into the space between those rows. Now, that 
the earth might not fall away upon the elevation of this bank 
to a greater height, they farther laid other beams over cross 
them, and thereby bound those beams together that lay length- 
ways. This work of theirs was like a real edifice ; and ymen 
the machines were applied, the blows were weakened by its 
yielding; and as the materials by such concussion were shaken 
closer together, the pile by that means became firmer than 
befiyre. When Silva saw this, he thought it best to endea- 
vour the taking of this wall by setting fire to it ; so he gave 
order that the soldiers should throw a ^reat number of burn- 
ing torches upon it : accordingly, as it was chiefly made of 
wood, it soon took fire ; and when it was once set on fire, its 
hollowness made that tire spread to a mighty flame. Now 
at the very beginning uf this fire, a* north wind that then 
Wew, proved tcrriblii to the Romans ; for by bringing the 
flame downward, it dtovt it upon them, and they were bU 
most \n despair oj' sl tec ess, as fearing their machines would 
be burnt ; but ai'tur da^j on a su<jden the wind changed into 
the soutb, as if it were done by Divine Providence, and blew 
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strongly the tMtmaej waif^ aKidcBrtied.di0'fianse^ aoA&nffe 
it against the waU^ wkich wae b^w oik fire tkoogfa its eiMive 
tbickneflB. So the BoitianS) having now assistance from Qedy 
returned' to their camp with joy, and resolved to attack fheir 
enemies the very next day ; on which occasion they set their 
watch Imore careful)y that aigbt, lest any of the Jews should! 
run away frOb them Y^ithout heid^ discovered. 

6. However, neither did Eleasar once think of flying away, 
nor would he permit any one else to do so; hut when he saw 
thor wall burned dawn by the fae^wod could devise no othel- 
way of eseapin^ or room for their fajrthetf oouraoe, and set* 
tin^ before their eves what the Romans wonid do to them, 
their children, ana their wives, if they got thesr into their 
power, he consulted about having them all sbon. Now, as he 
judged this to be the best thing dbey could do in their present 
circumstances, be gathered the most courageous of his. com- 
panions together, and encouraged them to take thirt course 
by a spesch * wlueh he made to them.in the manner folk)w* 
ing : — ^ Since we long ago, my generous friends, resolved 
never to be servants to the Romans, nor to any other than to 
God himself, who alone is the true and just Lord c^ man- 
kind, the time is now come that obliges us to make that re- 
solution true in practice. And let us not at this tine brii^ 
a reproach upon ourselves for self-contradiction, while we 
formerly would not undergo slavery, though it were then 
without danger, but must now, together with slavery, choose 
such punishments also as are intolerable ; I mean this upon 
the supposition that the Romans once reduce us under their 
power while we are alive. We were the very first that re* 
volted from them, and we are the last that fight against them ; 
and I cannot but esteem it as a favour that God hath granted 
us, that it is still in our* power to die bravely, and in a state 
of freedom, which hath not been the case of others, whp 
were conquered unexpectedly. It is very plain that we shall 
^ be taken within a day's time ; but it is still an iligible thing 
' to die after a glorious manner, together with our dearest 
friends. This is what our enemies themselves cannot by 
any means hinder, although they be very desirous to take us 
i^live ; nor can we propose to ourselves any more to fight 

* Tbe tpeadiflt in thit and the next tectwD, ai introduced under the penon of 
Ibis Eletaar, are exeecdin|{ remarkable, and on the noblest subjects — tbe con- 
tempt of death, and the dignity and immortality of the soul ; and that not onlgr 
among the Jews, but among the Indians themselves also; and fte hifYdj «or* 
thy the perusal of all the curious. It seems as if that philosophic lady who 
■iimTed, chap, bt, feet 1, 2, remembered the tubstanee^ these diaoottrsee, aa 
noken tnr Eleaxar ; and so Joaephoa clothed them in bit own vvrda ; at the 
lowest, they contain the Jewish notions on these heads, as understood then by 
•ur Josephuti and cannot hot deserve a suitable regard ftom us. 
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them and beat them. It had been proner indeed for us to 
have conjectured at the purpose of Goa much sooner, and 
at the very first, when we were so desirous of defending our 
liberty, and when we received such sore treatment from one 
another, and worse treatment from our enemies; and to 
have been sensible t)iat the same God who had of old taken 
the Jewish nation into his favour, haddaow condemned them 
to destruction ; for had he either continued favourable, or 
been but in a lesser degree* displeased with us, he had not 
overlooked the destruction of so many men, or delivered his 
most holy city to be burnt and demolished by our enemies. 
To be sore, we weakly hoped to have preserved ourselves, 
and ourselves alone, still in a state of freedom, as if we had 
been guilty of no sins ourselves against Grod, nor been part, 
ners with those of others ; we also taught other men to pre- 
serve their liberty. Wherefore, consider how God hath con- 
vinced us that our hopes were in vain, by brining such dis- 
tress upon us in the desperate state we are now in, and which 
is beyond all our expectations ; for the nature of this fortress, 
which was in itself unconquerable, hath not proved a means 
of our deliverance ; and even while we have still great abun- 
dance of food, and a great quantity of arms and other neces- 
saries more than we want, we are openly deprived by God 
himself of all hope of deliverance ; for that fire which was 
driven upon our enemies did not, of its own accord, turn 
back upon the wall which we had built : this was the effect 
of Goal's an^r against us for our manifold sins, which we 
have been guilty of in a most insolent and extravagant man- 
ner with regard to our own countrymen ; the puni^iments of 
which let us not receive from the Romans, but from Grod 
himself, as executed by our own hands ; for these will be 
noKire moderate than the other. Let our wives die before 
they are abused, and our children before they have tasted of 
slavery ; and after we have slain them, let us bestow that 
glorious beoifit upon one another mutually, and preserve • 
ourselves in freedom as an excellent funeral monument for 
us. But first let us destroy our mone^ and the fortress by 
fire ; for I am well assured that this will be a great grief to 
the Bx>mans, that they shall not be able to seize upon our 
bodies, and shall fail of our wealth also ; and let us spare 
nothing but our provisions ; for they will be a testimonial, 
when we are dead, that we were not subdued for want of 
necessaries, but that, accordingto our original resolution, we 
have preferred death before slavery.**^ 

7. This was Eleazar's speech to them. Yet did not the 
opinions of all the auditors acquiesce therein ; but although 
some of them were very zealous to put his advice in practice^ 
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and were in a manner filled with pleasure at it, and thous^it 
death to be a good thing, yet had those that were most cSfe- 
miuate a oommiseratioiv (or their wives and families ; and 
when these men were espedally moved by the prospect of 
their own certain death, they looked wistfully at one another^ 
and by the tears that were in their eyes declined their dissent 
from nis opinion. When Eleazar saw these people in such 
fear, and tnat their souls were dejected at so prodigious a 
proposal, he was afraid lest perhaps these effeminate persons 
should by their lamentations and tgars enfeeble those that 
heard what he had said courageously ; so he did not leave off 
exhorting them, but stirred up himself ; and recollecting pro- 
per arsutnents for raising their oourue, he undertook to speak 
more briskly and fully to them, ancf that concerning the im- 
mortality of the soul. So he made a lamentable groan, and 
fixing his eyes mtently on those that wept, he spake thus : 
<* Truly I was greatly mistaken, when I tnought tp be assist- 
ing to brave men who struggled hard for their liberty, and to 
such as were resolved either to Uve with honour, or else to 
die ; but I find that you are such people as are no better than 
others, either in virtue or in courage, and are afraid of dying, 
though you be delivered thereby from the greatest cniseries^ 
while yqia ought to make no delay in this matter, nor to await 
any one to ^ve you good advice ; for the laws of our country, 
and of God himself have from ancient times, and as soon as 
ever we could use our reason, continually tau^jht us, and our 
forefathers have corroborated the same doctrine by their ac- 
tions, and by their bravery of mind, that it is li/e that is a 
calamity to men, and not aeath ; for this last affords our souls 
their lioerty, and sends them by a removal into their own 
place of purity, where they are to be insensible of all sorts 
of misery ; for while souls are tied down to a mortal body, 
they are partakers of its miseries ; and really, to speak the 
truth, they are themselves dead ; for the union of wnat is di- 
vine to wnat is mortal is disagreeable. It is true, the power 
of the soul is great, even when it is imprisoned in a mortal 
body ; for by moving it after a way that is invisible, it makes 
the body a sensible mstrument, and causes it to advance far* 
ther in its actions than mortal nature could otherwise do. 
However, when it is freed frotn that weight which draws it 
down to the earth and is connected with it, it obtains its own 
proper place, and does thep become a partakei)|»f that blessed 

Eower and those abilities which are then every way incapa- 
le of being hindered in their operations. It continues in- 
visible indeed to the eyes of men, as does Gk>d himself; for 
certainly it is not itself seen while it is in the body, for it is 
there alter an invisible manner ; and when it is freed from it 
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it is sliU net seen. It is this ftcml whidi hath one nature, and 
thai an incorruptible one also ; but yet is it the cause of the 
change that is made in the body ; fof whatsoever it foe which 
the soul touches, that lives and flourishes, and from whatso- 
ever it is removed, that withers away and dies ; sudh a degree 
is there in it of immortality. Let me produce the state of 
sleep as a most evident demonstration of the truth of what I 
say ; wherein soids, when the body does not distract them, 
have the sweetest rest depending on themselves, and convers- 
ing with God, by their alliance to him ; they then go every- 
where, and foretell many futurities beforehand. And why 
are we afraid of deaths while we are pleased with tfae^rest that 
we have in sleep ? And how absurd a thing is it to pursue 
after liberty while we are alive, and yet to envy it to oiu*selves 
where it will be eternal ? We, therefore, who have, been 
brought up in a discipline of our own, ought to liecome ap 
example to others of our readiness to die. Yet, if we oo 
stand in need of foreigners to support us in this matter, let 
us regard those Indians who profess the exercise of philo- 
sophy ; for these good men do but unwillingly undergo the 
time of life, and look upon it as a necessary servitude, and' 
make hiAte to let their souls loose from their bodies : nay, 
when no misfortune presses them to it, nor drivte them 
upon it, these have such a deisire of a life of immortality that 
they tell other men beforehand that they, are about to depart ; 
and nobody hinders them, but every one thinks them happy 
men, and gives them letters to be carried to their familiar 
friends [that are dead] ; so firmly and certainly do they be- 
Here that souls converse with one another ftn the other 
world.] So when these men have heard all such commanded 
that were to be given them, they deliver their body to the 
fire ; and, in order to their getting their soul a separation 
from Ae body in the greatest purity, they die in the midst of 
hymns of commendations made to them ; for their dearest 
fnend6 conduct them to their death more readily than do any 
of the rest of mankind conduct their foUow-crttzens when 
they are going a very long journey, who at the same time 
weep on thek* own account, but look upon the others as 
happy persons, as so soon to be made partakers of the im- 
mortal order of beings. Are not we therefore ashamed td 
have lower notions than the Indians ? and by our own cow- 
ardice to lay • base reproach upon the laws of our coun-* 
try, which are so moch aesired and imitated by all mankind ? 
But put the case that we had been brought up under another 
persuasion, and taught that life is the greatest good which 
men are capable of, and that death is a calamity ; however, 
the circumstances we are now in ought to be an inducement 
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to 11$ 10 belff isuch a c^tunity oomi^eoufllyy flinoe it is by the 
will of God and by necessity that we are to die ; for it now 
appears that God Wth made sueh a decree against the whole 
Jewidi nation, that we are to be deprived of this life which 
[he knew] we would not make a due use, of. For do not yo« 
ascribe the occasion of your {Hresent conditipn to yourselves, 
nor think the Romans sae the true-occaaion that this war we 
h»ve had with them is become so destructive to us all : these 
Aings have not come to pass by thar power, but a more 
powerful cauatf hath intervened, and made us afford them an 
oecaaon of their appearing to be ccMiquerors ov«r us. What 
noman weapons, I pray you, were those by which the Jews 
of Csesarea were slain ? On the contrary, when they mere no 
way disposed to rebel, but were all the while keeping Am 
seventb-day festival, and did not so much as lift up tlieir hands 
against the citizens of Csesarea, yet did those citiaens run upon 
them in great crowds, and cut their throats, and the throats 
of their wives and children, and this without any regard to 
the Romans themselves, wbo never took us for thcar enemies 
till we revolled from them. But tome may be ready to say, 
that truly the people of Cseaarea had always a quarrel against 
those that lived among them, and that, when an opportunity 
offeKd itself, they only satisfied the old rancour they had 
against them. • What then shall we say to those of Scytho- 

g^lis, wbo ventured to wage war with us on account of the 
reeks ? Nor did they do it by way of revenge upon the 
Romans, -when they acted in concert with our countrymen. 
Wherefore you see how little our good will and fidelity to 
them profited us, while they were slun, they and their whole 
families, after the most inhunuin manner; which was all the 
requital that was made them for the assistance they bad af^ 
folded the others : for that very same destruction which the^ 
had prevented from falling upon the others did they sufler 
liiemselves from them, as if they had been ready tb be the 
aotofs.against them, it would be too long for me to speak 
at this time of every destruction brought upon us ; for you 
cannot but knofw, that there was not any one Syrian city 
whicfi did not siay their Jewish inhabitants, ana were not 
moBe bitter enemies to u&than were the Romans themselves: 
nay, ev«n those, of Damascus * when they were able to allege 
no tolerable pretence against us, filled their city with the 
most barbarous slaughters of our people, and cut the thrctatt 
of eighfeeen thousand Jews, with their wiAres and childven. 
And as to the multitude of those that were shun in Egypt, 
and that with tosments alao, we have been informed they 

* Sm B. ii ch. u. «eot 2, wh«te the munbfc ^f di« 4¥n tp bot lO^SfH^ 
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were more than sixty thousand ; those indeed being in a fo- 
reign country, and so naturally meeting with nothing to op- 
pose against their enemies, were killed in the manner fore- 
mentioned. As for all those of us who have waged war against 
the Romans in our own country, had we not sufficient rea- 
son to have sure hopes of victory ? For we had arms, and 
walls, and fortresses so prepared as not to be eadly taken, 
and courage not to be moved by any dangers in the cause of 
liberty, which encouraged us all to revolt from the Romans. 
But ttien these advantages sufficed us but fdr a short time, 
4ind only nosed our hopes, while they really appeared to be 
the origin of our miseries ; for all we had hath been taken 
Urom us, and all hath fallen under our enemies, as if these 
advantages were only to render their victory over us the more 
glorious, and were not disposed for the preservation of those 
by whom these preparations were made. And as for those 
that are already dead in the war, it is reasonable we should 
•esteem them blessed, for they are dead in defending, and not 
in betrapng their liberty ; but as to the multitude of those 
that are now under the Romans, who would not pity their 
tx>ndition ? and who would not make haste to die, oefore he 
would suffer the same miseries with them ? Some of them 
have been put upon the rack and tortured with fire and whip- 
pings, and so died.* Some have been half devoured by wild 
oeasts, and yet have been reserved alive to be devoured by 
•them a second time, in order to affi^rd laughter and sport to 
our enemies ; and such of those as are ahve still are to be 
looked on as the most miserable, who being so desirous of 
-death could not come at it. And where is now that gi'eat 
-city, the metropolis of the Jewish nation ? which was lorti. 
fied by so many walls round about, which had so'many for- 
tresses and large towers to defend it, which could hardly con- 
tain the instruments prepared for the war, and which had so 
many t^ thousands of men to fight for it P Where is this ci- 
ty that was believed to have Grodhimself inhabiting therein ? 
It is now demolished to the very foundations, and hath no- 
thing but that monument of it preserved, I mean the cwnp of 
those that have destroyed it, which still dwells upon its rums ; 
some unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes of the tem- 
ple, and a few women are there preserved alive by the enemy, 
for our bitter shame and reproach. Now, who is there that 
revolves these things in his mind, and yet is able to bear the . 
sight of the sun, though he might Uve out of danger ? Who 
is there so much his country^s enony, or so unmanly, and so 
desirous of living, as not to repent that he is still alive P And 
I cannot but wisn that we had all died, before we had seen 
that holy city demolished by the hands of «ur enemies, or the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. YIIl* THE JEWISH WAB. 871 

foundfttioDs of our holy temple dug up after so profane a 
manner. But since we bad a generous hope that deluded us, 
as if we might perhaps have been able to a\enge ourselves 
on our enemies on that account, though- it be now become 
vanity, and hath left us alone in this distress, let us make 
haste to die bravely. Let us pity ourselves, our children, 
and our wives, while it is in our own power to shew pity to 
them ; for we* were bom to die, as weM as those were whom 
we have begotten ; nor is it in the power of the most happy 
of our race to avoid it. But.for abuses and slavery, and tne 
right of our wives led away after an ignominious manner, 
vnth their children, these are not such evils as are natural 
and necessary amon^ men ; although such as do not prefer 
death before those miseries, when it is in their power so to do, 
must undergo even them on account of their own cowardice. 
We revolted from the Romans with great pretensions to cou- 
rage, and when, at the very last, they invited us to preserve 
oursdves, we would not comply with them. Who will not, 
therefore, believe that thev will certainly be in a rage at us, 
in case they can take us alive ? Miserable will then be the 
young men, who will be strong enough in their bodies to sus- 
tain many torments; miserable also wul be those of elder years, 
who will not be able to bear those calamities which young 
men might sustain. One man yvHl be obliged to hear the 
voice of his son imploring help of his father, when his hands 
are bound. But certainnr our hands are still at liberty, and 
have a sword in them ; let them then be subservient to us 
in our glorious design ; let us die before we become slaves 
under our enemies, and let us go out of the world, together 
vrith our children and our wives, in a state of freedom. This 
it is that our laws command us to do ; this it is that our wives 
and children crave at our hands ; nay, God himself hath 
brought this necessity upon us ; while the Romans desire the 
contrary, and are afraia lest any of us should die before we 
are taken. Let us therefore make haste, and instead of af- 
fording them so much pleasure as they hope for in getting 
us unckr their power, let us leave them an example which 
shall at once cause their astonishment at our death, and their 
admiratbn of our hardinesa therein.'*' 

•Rdand bore Mtodownm ptnlkl apborMn of cue of the Jewnh BabUas, 
•« We are bora that we may die, and die that we may Uto.** 
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CHAP. IX. 

How the People that were in the Fortress were prevailed on hy 
the words of Ekazar^ Two Women and Five Children onhf 
excepted^ and aU submitted to be killed by one another. 

§ 1. Now «8 Eleazar v«s proceeding oo in tbU exhortatioii, 
jihey all put him off ftbort, and smde ba8le to do the work, as 
full of an unoonquerable ardour of n)iod, .and moved with a 
demoniacal fury. So they went their waya, a^ one atill en- 
deavouring to be before another, and aa Uiinking tliat this 
i^f^rness would be a demonstration of their courage and 
.gop4 conduct, if they could avoid appearing in the last class ; 
ao great was the zeal they were in to slay their wives and 
children, and ibeoiselves also. Nor indeed, when they came 
tp the work itself, did their courage fail them, as one might 
i|3)a^ne it would have done, but tn^y then held fast the same 
reac^utioQ without wavmng which they had upon the hear- 
ing of Eleaxar^s speech, while yet every one of them still 
retained the natural passion pf love to tbemtelves and their 
families, because the reasoning they went upon appeared to 
them to be very just, eyen with regard to those that wece 
dearest to them ; for the husbands tenderly embraced their 
wive$, and took their children into their arms, and gave the 
lopgest parting kisses to them, with tears in their eyee. Yet 
at the 9ame time did they ^complete what they had resolved 
op, as if thev had heed executed by the hands of strangers; 
BfcA they bad nothing else for their comfort, but .the peeeasity 
ihey were in of doio^ thii^ e:K:eeution, to Avoiit that praqwot 
they had of th^ misienes they were to suffer from their^nemias. 
N^r Mras thece at length any one of these men foond that 
f crupled to act their part in this terrible execution, but every 
one of them dispatched his d^ftreat relatione. Miserable men 
iiKleed were they ! whose distress fisneed them to slay their 
Qwn wive^ and c^ldn^n with their own hands, as the lighteit 
<£ those evils that wens befjore them. So thev, ^being not 
«ble to bear the grief they were under for what they had done 
any longer, «nd esteeming it an injury to those they had slain 
to live even the shortest sp^ce of time after them, they proi. 
sently laid all they had upon a heap, and set fire to it. They 
.then ehose ten men by lot, out of them, to slay all the rest; 
every one of which laid himself down by his wife and child- 
ren on the ground, and threw his arms about them, and they 
offered their necks to the stroke of those who by lot executed 
that melancholy office ; and when these ten had, without fear, 
slain them all, they made the same rule for casting lots for 
themselves, that he whose lot it was should first kill the 
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other nine, and after all should kill himself. Accordingly all 
these had courage sufficient to be no way behind one another 
in doin^ or iufPering ; so, for a conclusion, the nine offer^ 
their necks to the executioner, and he who was the last of fdl 
took a view of all the other bodies, lest perchance some or 
other among so many that were slain should want his assis- 
tance to be quite dispatched ; and when he perceived that 
dMiy wene all alaro, he ett £re to thvpabee, and with the 
gnat toTte «f his liand, Aran his aword efitinriy througli him- 
self^ and fell dewn dead near to his own nlaCiods. So these 
peofole died viMl this intev^on, that they w«uld leave not ao 
anuch as aoe ^ul among (hem all afive to tie subject to the 
Bi^biana. Yet was there an aacieot woman, and another who 
wias of kin to Bleasar, and nt perior to most women in prudoice 
aad.Ieamiiig^ with) '£ire ohildDen^ who hadcotiotaled thoa- 
MthteB in «aivem8 kinder gvound, mi had carried 'water thither 
4br their diiiik^ and were, hiddeb there when the reat utae 
tateaft upon the daughter of •ixieatether. l^ose others were 
ttine Jvundred and sixt^ in number, the women and children 
betpg withal included m that computatwn. This cdamitous 
alaugkter was made on Jtbe fifteenth day cf the moath Xan- 
-tibieiia [Ifisan]. 

d« How for ithe Romans, they expected that they dloold 
km. fcmgbt iajtfae morning; when ancordnigly diey put on their 
itfraour, and bid bridges of pknlas'iipon their la&ktB iroai 
' theiir lutnks, t^ VMdceanasBauit upoatfaefortrtts, which ihey 
flbd ; but «iw nobody as an eoemy, but a teriM)^ solitude on 
erjeiy side, iwith aiife within the place, as wcU as a perfect 
fiilenoe. 80 they were at a loss to guess at what had hap- 

Ened, At lei^cth they made a shout, as if itlbad been at •a 
ow |;h9eo'by we faatisriiig.ran, 'to try whether they could 
bamg anycne out that was within-; toe women heard this 
noise, and^eame out of their tmdergrqund cavern, and in- ' 
'fiormed the ibomans wbat had been done, as it was done ; end 
itiie second of them clearly described all both what was said, 
ttnd what was done, and the manner of it; yet did they not 
easily ^iw their attention toauch a desperate undertaking, and 
ididiQot believe it ootild be 4^* they said ; they also attempted 
io ^Qt the five aot^ and ^iekly catting themselves a way 
lihrai^ it, they vame within the palace, and so met with the 
•iDwltitiide4if the slain, but could take no pleasure in the iadt, 
thoiqrh it were done to their enemies. Nor could they do 
other than wonder at the courage of their resolution, and the 
imipovable contempt of death which so great a tium^er of 
them luid sbeisns \^&^ tb^y went through with SsUcb an fctioD 
MB ithat was. 

VOL. IV. T 
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, CHAP. X. . 

, That many of the Sicarii fled to Alexandria also^ and whqf 
Dangers they were in there; on which Account thai Temple j 
which had formerly been built by Onias the High-Pries^y 
was destroyed. 

§ 1 . When Masada was thus talcen, the general left « ganison 
in the fortress to keep it, and he himself went awaj to Ccsa- 
rea; for there were now no enemies left in tfaeeduntry^ but it 
was all overthrown by so long a war. Yet did this war affrad 
disturbances and dangerous idisoiders evm in plaoes Tery far 
remote from Jadea ; tor still it came to pass, thai many Jews 
were slain at Alexandria, in Egypt ; for as many of the l^eaiii 
as were able to fly thither, out of the seditions wan in Judaa, 
were not content to have saved themselvesy but must needs be 
undertaking to make new disturbances, and persuaded muiy 
of those that entertained them to assert thor liberty, to esteem 
the Bomans to be no better than themselves, luid to look 
upon God as their only Lord and Master. But when part 
of the Jews of reputation opposed them, they slew some of 
them, and with the others they were very pressn^ in their ect- 
hortations to revolt from the Romans ; but when the prindpal 
.men of the senate saw what madness they were come to, they 
thought it* no longer safe for theihselves to overlook them. So 
they got all the Jews together tfr an assembly, and accused 
the madness of the Sicarii,. and deraonsiraied that they had 
. been the authors of all the evils that had oone upon then. 
They said also, that ^< These men, now thf y were run awi^ 
from Judea, having no sute hope of esoaping, because as soon 
.as ever tliey shall be known, they will be- soon destroyed by 
the Bomins, they come hither, and fitt* uB'&U of those cala- 
mities which belong to then, while we haveiiot been par- 
takers with them' in any of their mm.'" Accordingly they 
exhorted the multitude' to have a oare lest they should ta!e^ 
brought to destruction by their means, and to make their 
apology to the Romans for what bad been done, by deliv^er- 
ing t&se men up to them ; who, being thus upprised of the 
greatness : of the danger they were in, complied widi what 
was proposed, and ran with great violesce upon the Sicadi, 
and seized upon them ; and indeed six bundled of them were 
caught immediately ; but as to all those that fled into Egypt^* 

* Since Jotephus here iiUbnn ub, thai eooe of theie Sicerii, or ruffieia, 
went from Alexandria (which was itadf in Egypt, m a large sense) into Egypt 
and Thebes, there situated ( Behmd well obn^es from Vossius, that £gypc 
fometimes denotes Proper or Upper Egypt, as distinct from JMla, asA tiia 
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JBOid to the Egyptian Thebes, it wbb not long ere they were 
cau^t also, and brought baok ; whose courage, or whether 
we ought to /call it madness or hardiness, in their opinions, 
every body was amazed at. For when all sorts of torments 
and vexations of their bodies that could be devised, were 
made use of to them, they could not get any one of them to 
comply so far as to confess, or seem to confess, that Caesar 
was their lord ; but they preserved their own opinion in spite 
of all the distress they were brought tp, as if they received 
those torments, and the fire itself, with bodies insensible of 
pain, and with a soul that in a manner rejoiced under them. 
But what was most of all astonishing to the beholders^ was 
the age of the children ; for not one of these children was so 
far overcome by these torments as to name Caesar for their 
lord. So far does the strenjzth of the pourage [of the soul] 
.prevail over the weakness of the body, 

ft. Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who presently 
sent Csesar word of this comm6tion ; who having in suspicion 
the restless temper of the Jews for innovation, and being 
afraid lest they should, get together again, and p«-suad^ some 
others to joip with them, gave orders to Lupus to demojisl^ 
that Jewish temple* which was in the refi^on called Oniony 
and was in Egypt, which was built5 and had its denomina- 
tion from the occasion following ; Onios the son of Simon^ 
pne of ^e Jewish high-priests, fled from Antiochns, the king 
of Syria, "when be made war with the Jews, and cam^ to 
Alexandria ; and as Ptolemy received him very kindly, on 
account of his hatred to Antiochus, he assured him, that if he 
would comply with his proposal, he would bring all the Jews 
to bis assistance ; and when the king agreed to do it, so fapf 
as he was able, he desired to give him leav^ to build a temple 
somewhere in Egypt, and to worship God accordifig to th^ 
customs of bis own country ; for that the Jews would then 
be so much readier to fight ag^nst Antiopbus^ who had laid 
waste the temple at Jerusalem, and that they wpvld then 
come to him with greater good will, and that, by granting 
them liberty of conscience, very many of them wpiSd opme 
over to him, 

lower paxtM near Pakatine. Aooordingly, as he adda, tboie that lay it Mvar 
rains in Egypt most mean the Proper or Upper Egypt, becante it does fome* 
ttmea rain ia the other parts. )$ea ih^ DOtM on ASiti^. B. ii* cht nL wfC^ 7* ^^ 
JB. iii« ch. u sect 6« 

* Of this tfmple built by Onias |n Egypt* aee the notes pn Antiq. B^ luU* 
diap. ill. aept, }. But whereas it is elsewhere* both of the War* B. i. chap. I* 
aecft. 1, and »o thp AotiqimicB* as hdv quoted, said, that thia temple was M^ 10 
.tbiit at JeniMlem* and here that it was not Uhs tl* bpt Uka a tower, tfi^ 9 4 
there is some reason, to jQSpect the reading here, and that ^ther jth^ ne^pllli 
jMurticlc is here to be blotted out, or the word enltre/jf added. 
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S. So Ptolemy complied with hi« cnroposftls, and gave him 
a place* otic hundred and eighty furlongs distant from jilisni- 
phis. That Noraos was called the Nomas of HtltopoHn^ 
where Onias built a fortress and a temple, not Hke to that 
at Jerusalem, but such as resembled a tower. He built it of 
4arge stones, to the height of sixty cubits ; he made the strue- 
ture of the altar in imitation of that in our own country, and 
in like manner adorned with gifts, excepting the malce of thie 
candlestick ; for he did not make a candlestick, but had k 
[single] lamp hammered out of a piece of gold, wbich illu- 
minated the place with its rays, and which he bung by a chaiii 
of gold ; but the entire temple was encompassed with a wall 
of burnt brick, though it had gates of stone. The king also 
gave him a large country for a revenue in money, that both 
the priests might have a plentiful provision made for theiA, 
and that God might have ^reat abundance of what tbin^ 
were necessary for his worship. Yet did not Onias do this 
out of a sober dispomtion^, but he had a mind to contend with 
the Jews at Jerusalem, and could not forget the indignation 
he had for being banished thence. Accordingly he thought, 
that by 'building this temple he should draw away a greiA 
number from them to himself. There had been also a certfun 
ancient prediction made by [a prophet] whose name was 
'Isaiah^ about six hundred years bc^fore, that this temple 
should be built by a man that was a Jew in Egypt.*!- And 
this is the history of the building of that temple. 

4. And now Lupus, tlie governor of Alexandria, upon the 
receipt of Csesar^s letter, came to the temple, and carried out 
of it some of the donations dedicated thereto, and shut up the 
templeitself. And as Lupus died a little afterward, Patilinus 
succeeded him: This man left none of those donations there, 
and tlireatencd the priests severdy if they did not bring them 
all out ; iior did he permit any who were desirous of worship- 
ping Ood there so much as to come fxear the whole sacred 
place. But when hie had ;3hut up the gates, he made it entirely 
maccessable, insomuch that tnere remained no longer thb 
least footsteps of any divine worship that had been in that 
place. Now the duration of the time from the building of 
this temple, till it was shut up again, was three hundred and 
forty-three years. 

* We mutt dbierve, th«t Jttefhm hew ftpeiltt of Antioehai, iriio proAiotd 
the temple, as now alive, when Onias had leave given him by Philometer lo 
^uild his tcapte : whereai it eeems not to hhv« heen aetuallj huilt till about 
iftHn yean afterwarAi. Yet beeawe it ta oaid in the Antiquities, that Q^da 
»eM-«9 Philometef, B. xii. chap. ix. seet. 7, during the lifetime of that Aatio- 
cbus, it is probable he petitioned, and perhape obtained his leave then, diMct^ it 
were not^eiuaUy built or Aoisked till flfleen yaart atewaid. 

t Isa. six. 18-28. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Concemtng "Jonathan^ one of the Sicarii, that stirred up a 
Sedition in C^r^ne^ and was a false Accuser [of the Inno^ 
cent^ 

§ 1. Akd now did the madness of the Sicarii, like a disease, 
reaeh as far as the cities of Cyrene; for one Jonatbaq, a vile 
person, and by trade a weaver, came thither and prevaile4 
with no small number of the poorer sort to ^ve ear to him ; 
he also led them into t^e desert, lapon promising them that 
he would shew them signs and apparitions. And as for the 
<ither Jews of Cyrene, he concealed his knavei'y ftom them, 
Mid put tricks upon them ; but those of the greatest, dignity 
among them informed Catullus, the governor of the Lybiaa 
Pentapolis, of his march into the desert, and of the prepara- 
tions ne bad made for it. So he sent out after him bodi 
horsemen and footmen, and easily overcame them beeaose 
they were unarmed men ; of these, many were slain in the 
fignt, bnt some were taken alive and brought to Catullus. 
As for Jonathan, the head of this plot, he fled away at that 
time ; but upon a great and very diligent search which was 
Made all the country over for him^ he was at last taken. And 
^hen he was brought to Catullus, he devised a way whereby 
fae both escaped punishment himself, and aflSardM an occa* 
Aon to Catullus of doing much mischief; for he falsely ac- 
cused the richest men among the Jews, and said that they 
liad put him upon what he did. 

S. Now Catullus easily admitted of these his calumnies, 
and aggravated matters greatly, and made tragical exclama^ 
lions, that he mi^ht also be supposed to have Had a hand in 
the finishing of the Jewish war. But what was still harder, 
lie did not only give a too easy belief to his stories, but he 
taught the Sicani to accuse men falsely. He bid this Jona- 
than therefore, to name one Alexander a Jew (with whom 
he had formerly had a ouarrel, and openljr professed that he 
hated him) ; he also got nim to name his wife Berenice as con* 
isemed wkh him. These two Catullus ordered to be slain 
in the first place; nay, after them he caused all the rich and 
wealthy Jews to be slain, being no fewer in all than three 
thousand. This he thought he might do safely, because he 
confiscated their effects, and added them to Caesar^s revenues. 

8. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews that lived elsewhere should 
convict him of this villany, he extended his false accusations 
farther, and persuaded Jonathan, and certain others that were 
caught with nim, to bring an accusation of attempts for inno. 
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\ ation against the Jews that were of the best character, both 
at Alexandria and at Rome. One of these, against whom 
this treacherous accusation was laid. Was Josephus, the writer 
of these books* However, this plot, thus contrived by Ca- 
tullus, did not succeed according to his hopes; for though 
he came himself to Rome, and brought Jonathan and his 
companions along with him in bonds, and thought he should 
have had no farther inquisition made as to those lies that were 
forced under his government, or by his means ( yet did \e^ 
|>asian suspect the matter, and make an inquiry how far it 
was true< And when he understood that the accusation laid 
against the Jews was an unjust one, he cleared them of th6 
crimes charged upon them, and this on account of Titus'^ 
concern about> the matter, and brought a deserved punish* 
ment Upon Jonathan ; for he was first tormented, and then 
burnt alive* 

4. But as to Catullus, the emperors were so gentle to him 
that he Underwent no severer condemnation at this time ) 
yet was it not long before he fell into a complicated aiid aU 
most incurable distemper, and died miserably. He was not 
only afflicted in body, but the distemper in his mind was more 
heavy upon him than the other; for he was terribly disturbed, 
and continually cried out, ** that he saw the ghosts cf .those 
whom he had slain standing before him."^ Whereupon be 
was not able to ccmtain himself, but leaped out of his bed^ 
as if both torments and fire were brought to him* This his 
distetnper grew still a great deal worse and worse continually^ 
and his very entrails were so corroded that they fell out of 
his body, and in that condition he died. Thus he became 
as great an instance of Divine Providence as ever was, and 
demonstrated that God punishes wicked men. 

5« And here we shall put an end to this our history) 
wherein we formerly promised to deliver the same with all 
Accuracy, to such as should be desirous of understanding 
after what manner this war of the Romans with the Jews wa$ 
managed. Of which history, how good the style ia must 
l>e left to the determination of the readers ; but as for its 
Agreement with the facts, I shall not scruple to say, and 
that boldly, that truth hath been what I have alone aiined«( 
through its entire compcfiition. 
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St. I sOFPora that by my books of the Antiquity at thf 
ews, fnost excellent Epaphroditosyf I have made it evideist 
to those who peruse diem^ that our Jewish nation is of vevy. 
gf^at antiquity^ and had a distinct subsistoM^of iuown oni 

' *lWint bosklutmwioiigtidB* I» u so t w ri tUa agahiit AptoB» m m 
Ibe Bnt p^rt'of the leoood book, but «s>^iiut thote Gredu in general who would 
DoC believe Jotephu8*t former acconots of tbe very ancient state of the Jewish 
nation, in his twenty Books ot Antiquities ; and in partieular against Agathar* 
iUdea, Manadws OlccemoD, and lifslinidmi. It Is one of the moat leaMied, 
«j(o«U«ot, and wfol books of all antiquity^ and upon Jeioae** perusal of this 
nnd the folbwing books, he declares that '^ it seems to him a muaculoue thiog 
how one that was a Hebrew, who had been ttom his infancy instructed hi saciM 
taming, shoald be able to produce socb a number of les iiii a u iei out <>f pra&nt 
nutbors, «$ if ^'bad nvd own all the Gfedan^biaiiea*'' Epist, 64, ad Mag* 
QUQi, And tbe learned Jew, Manasseh-ben-Israel, esteemed these two books 
lo ezceDeot as to translate them into Hebrew : this we leahi fVom his own cata- 
loffue fii bit woiks, wbidi I have seen. Aa to tbe time and place when* and < 
irbaetbflie UM books w«e wiktao, ifae taxied bare not bitberto been abU t* 
detarmioe them, any farther than that th^ were written some time ader his Ao- 
tiquitieSf or some time after A. D. 03 ; which indeed Is too obvious at their 
entrance to be overlooked by e^ven a cardesa peruser^ they being directly ill* 
ftandted agidDM those that would net beBeia what he bad adv«noed in thoeai books 
concerning tbe great antiquity of tbe Jewish natkMi. As to the place, they all 
iniagsne that these- two hooka were written where Ihf former were, I mean M. 
Bone ; and I confess that I myself believed both those determinations tiU I 
came to finish my notes upon tbeas books, when .1 met with plain indicationa 
Ihat they were written net at Bome, but in Judea, and this tSier the 3d year of 
Tngan, or A. B. 100. 

-|- Take JDr. Hudaon*s note here, which, as it justly contradicts die common 
PIMnion that Josephus either died under Domitian, or at least vrrote nothing 
later than his day«^ so does it perfectly agree to my own determination, frum 
Justus of Tiberias, that he wrote or finished his own life afWc the 3d of Trajan^ 
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finally, as also I have therein declared how « came to in- 
labit this country wherein we now live. Those antiquities 
contain the history of five thousand years, and are taken out 
of ouTxSacred books, but are translated bjr me iato the Greek 
toogue. "Rbwever^ siilce,! obs^ve a toiisidi^abie Dutbber of 
people giving ear to the reproaches that are laid against us by 
those who bear ill will to us, and will not believe what I have 
written concerning the antiquity of our nation, while they take 
it for a plain sign that our nation is of a late date, because 
they are not so much as vouchsafed a bare mention by the 
most famous historidj^raphers among thjt Gr^i^ns, I therefore 
have thought myself under an obligation to write somewhat 
briefly about these subjects, ill order to convict those that re- 
proach us of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to correct the 
Ignorance of others, and witl^f to instruct all those who are 
desirous of knowing the truth,^ of what great antiquity we 
really are. As for the witnesses whom I shall proauce for 
the proof of what I say, ih^y shall be such as are esteemed 
to be of the greatest reputation for truth, and the most 
skilful in the knowledge df dll antiquity by the Greeks them- 
selves. I will also shew that those who have written so re- 
ptoadifully and falsely about Us^ are to be convicted by what 
they have written themslelves Xa the OOntnsry. I shall also 
eodeavour to give an account of the i^eaMUis why it bath ae 
happened that there hath not been a great miBiber of Greeks 
who have made mention of our nation in their histories : I 
will however bring those Grecians to light who havtg not 
omitted such our hlstofy, for the sake of thoi^ that either do 
not know them, or pretend not to know Uiem already^ 

£. And now, in the first plade^ I cannot but greatly wonder 
at thos(^ men who stipjjose that we must attend to iione bitt 
Grecians, when we are inquiring about the most andent facts, 
And must inform ourselves of their truth from tliem ooly^ 
whiW we must not believe ourselves nor other met ; for I am 
convinced that the very reverse is the truth of the case t I 
mean tins, if we will not be led by vain opinions, but will 
make inquiry after truth from facts themselves; for they will 
fihd that almost all which concerns the Greeks haf>pened not 
bng a^u, i..jv, ...... may say, is of yesterday only. I.speak 

of ibe building of tiieir cities^ the invftnlion of their aria, And 

vf A< D. 100. To vshkh Koiaiui also ngrtti, de Herod,' No. JtfS. •* {If pa- 

Cif^itvi,,^ Sm« rUdui Jotephus,** says Dr. Hiidnon, *« wrote fpt ftnijAeSf] bh 
odIi 4,( AniiqutticLs oti [lie iSth df DdnoitiMi [A. D. OS], atid after diat Wrote 
the !if cm6iri of his own lift, ftg an appendix to the books of Aflu'quiiiei, and at 
l^t hi* (WW booki kgainM Apion, and yet dedicated all tbo^ Wridftgj to Ep*- 
aKioditUfi, ht can hai-dly be that Epaphrodltui who was forwetly secretarlr to 
Keio, and *m ihln on the Ulh [or lAth] Of Dbmitian, after be bad been fto * 
f^ ig\ulc in tMiiiijihtuPut, but another Ebapbtodttiis, a ftrcd-ttjan, and prow- 
-**-«^ J^a>n*a*ifl7*Groflu8flnL«keid.*» 
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the dcpoviptWa of ihm hwa ; and a$ for tbeil* care about tha 
writing dovnsk of their bbtorks) it is y&py nem the last diing 
they set about. However, they aicknowledge ihemselvei to 
lari that they were the Egyptians, the Chaldeans^ and the 
Pbeoieiaaa (tor I will iU)t now reckon ourselyea amon^ tbem)* 
tk^t baye preserved the knemorials of the most ancient and 
inoet lastiiijg traditions of mankind ; for almoafe all these ni^ 
tions inbalttt sueh countries 03 are least aubject to destruetion 
from the world about them ; and these also have t^en espe* 
cial eare to have nothing omitted of what was [remarkably! 
dome among them; but weir history was esteemed sacred, ana 
put into public ^bles, as written by men of the greatest wi^ 
00m they had among them. But as foe the place .where the 
Grecians inhabit, ten thousand destructions have overtaken 
it, and blotted out the memory of former actions ; to:t2iat 
they were ever beginning a new way of living, and suppoeed 
that everv one of tkem was the origin of their new state.. It 
was also late, and with difficulty, tliat they came to know the 
letters they now use ; for those who would ^advance their use 
of these letters to the greatest antiquity, pretend that they 
Learned them from the Phenicians aad from Cadmus; yet la 
nobody able to demonstrate that they have any writing pre^ 
servedf from that time, neither in their temples nor in any 
other public monumenta Tbis appears, because the time 
when those lived who went to the Trojan war, so many yeara 
afterward, is in great doubt, tmd great inquiry is made whe* 
tber the Greeks used their letters at that tame ; and the most 
prevailing ofnnion, and that nearest the truth, is,, that their 
present way of using those letters was unknown at that time« 
Howover there is not any writing which the Greeks agree to 
be genuine among them aacienter than Homer's poems, who 
mtist {Mainly be confessed later than the riegeof Troy ; nay, 
the report goes that even he did not leave his. poems in 
writing, but that their memory was preserved in songs,* and 
they were put together afterward ; and that this is the reason 
of such a number of variations as are found in them. As for 
those who set themselves about writing th^ histories, I mean 
such as Cadmus of Miletus, and Acuailaus of Argos, and any 
others that may be mentioned as succeeding Acusilaus, they 

■ Thii fnmtirwttdaa of Hornet*! poems bj memory, and not by bb- ovn 
mdtihg tbem doim, mud that tbence tbey were stykd rkaptodiet^ m Bung by 
Um, like boUfeds, by iMrtft, end not ebmpoMd ana connected together in com* 
flItM works, mre opinions well kabwu from the ancient commentstDra ; though 
ioeh svpposal seems to mysoH; as well as to Fabridtis Biblioth. Gnee. I 
p. 969/ and to others, highly improbabU Nor does Josephtn say there vera 
DO andenter writings among the Orccks than Homer's poena, bia that thw 
^idaot ftdly awa any ancteater writings pretending to mtA antiqaityi which ll 

true- 
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IW^ but a Hliie while befbrtt the Pi&rm,n «^f>ec{itimi into 
Grsece. But dien for those that first introduecu philosophy 
and the eonsideration of things oelefitial and diYiBe amoAe 
them, such as Pherecydes the Syrian^ and Pythagoras, and 
Thales, all with one consent agree that they learned what 
they knew of the Egyptians and Chaldeans, and wrote but 
little. And these are the things which aire supposed to be the 
oldest of all among the Greeks^ and they havie much ado to 
believe that the writings ascribed to those men are genuine. ^ 
3. How can it then be other than an absurd thing lor the 
Greeks to be so proud, and to vaunt themselves to be the 
<Hily people that are acquainted with antiquity, and that have 
dehvereo the true accounts of those esaiy times after an ac- 
curate manner P Nay, who is there that cannot easily gather 
from the Greek writers themselves, that tbey knew out little 
on any good foundation when they set to write, but rather 
wrote ttor histories from their own ooDiecturesP Accordingly 
they confute one another in their own books to purpose, imd^ 
are not ashamed to give us the most contradictory accounts 
of the same things : And I should spend my time to little 
purpose, if I should pretend to teach the Greeks that whiciv 
they know better than I already, what a great disagreement 
there is between Hellanicms and Acunlaus about their ge« 
nealogtes ; in how many cases Acusikus cotreots Heriod ; or 
after what manner Ephorus demonstrates Hellanicus to have 
lold lies in the greatest part of bis history ; as does Timeus 
in like manner as to Eprioras,'and the sueceeding writers do 
to Timeus, and all the later writers do to HenxH^tus ; * noi! 
could Timeus agree with Antiochus and Philistius, or with 
Callias, about the Sicilian history, no more than do the seve« 
ral writers of the Athidae follow one another about the Athe^ 
nian affairs ; nor do the historians the like, that wrote the 

* It^cU dxmrm to be eonsidared that Joic|ibiif hen styi, horn tjk tfa« fiyU 
loving Greek hUtorianii looked on Hcrodotut aa a fabuloui author ; and pre* 
tCQtIy, sect. 14, how Manetho, that roost autlic'ntic writer of tlic Egyptian hifrl 
tory, greatly compbins of his mistakes in the Egyptian affkirt ; at also, ^tnt 
Binbo, fi. xL p. 507, the meet acourafe geographer Jxid hittotian, csteeoitd 
him Mich ; that Xenophoo, the mudli more ac^umtr hiatofiaa in the aflwrs 
of Cyrus, implies that Herodotua*s accounts of that great man are ^Uniost en- 
tirely^ reman tic. See the note on Antiq. B. xi. chap. iL sect. I, and fifotchi* 
•on*s Prolegoroena to his edition of ^enophon** Kv^ Utttium^ that ve have al- 
icidy seen in the note on Antiq. B. Ttii. cbhp. x. sect m, how very Utt& He* 
fedotua knew about the Jewish- sffaire and country, and that he greatly af> 
fectcd what we caU the eMroe^^oae, ai Monaienr AoUio lias latdy and juetl^ 
determined ; whence we are not alwaya to depend on the authority of UeiOv 
dotua, where it ii unaupported by other evidence, but ought to eooipare the 
ether evidenoe with hia, and if it preponderate, to prefer it before his. I d9 
net mean by tbia that Henidotua wilftiUy related what he believed to be £ilee 
4as Gteaas seems to have dene), bat tl^at he aSim wmnted evidence, and aoiM» 
times preferred what was marvdlous to what was beat attested as really true. 
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AigKdics, aboot the aSb&rs of the Ar^ves. And now what 
need I say any more aboat piuticalar cities and smaller places, 
while in the most aoprovea writers of the expedition of the 
Persians, and of tne actions which were therein pefrformed, 
there are so great <fifierences ? Nay, Thucydides himsehT is 
accused of some as writing what is ftlse, although he se^m^ 
4o have given us the exactest history of the affairs of his owii 
time. 

4. As for the occasions of so great disagreement of theirs; 
there may be assigned many that are very probable, if any 
}iave a mind to make an inquiry about them ; but I aneribe 
these contradictions chiefly to two causes, which I will now 
mention, and still think what I riiall mention in the first place 
to be the principal of all. For if we remember, that in the 
beginning theGreeks had taken no care to hove public records 
of their several transactions preserved, this must for certain 
have afforded those that would afterward wrhe about those 
ancient transactions the opportunityof making mistakes, and 
the power of making lies also ; for this Original recording of 
such ancient transactions hath not only been nedected by th6 
l>ther states of Greece, but even among the Athenians them- 
eelves also, who pretend to be aborigines^ and to have applied 
tliemselves to learning, there are no such records extant ; nay, 
they say themselves that the laws of Draco conceding mur- 
ders, which are now extant in writing, are the most ancient 
<rf their public records ; which Draco yet lived but a little 
before the tyrant Pisistratus** For as to the Arcadians, who 
make such .boasts of their antiquity^ what need I speak of 
them in particular, since it was still lat^ before they got 
their letters and learned them, and that with difliculty also? 

5i There must therefore naturally arise great differences 
among writers, when they had no original records to lay for 
their foundation, which might at once inform those who had 
an inclination to learn, and contradict those that would tell 
lies. However, we are to suppose a second occasion besides 
the former of these contradictions ; it is this, that those who 
were the most zealous to write history were not solicitous for 
the discovery of truth, *(• although it was very easy for them 

* Aboat the days of Cyrus und Daniel. 

-f- It is here well worth our obienration, what the renont are that such ahi 
cieut authors as Herodotus, Josephus, and others, have been read to so little 
{nirpoie bjr many leatfned critics, vii. tlut their main aim has not btei chnmo* 
Ibgy or history, but philology, to knov words, and not things, they not HMch * 
entering oftentimes into the real oontenii of their authors, and judgiog wfaidi 
were the most accurate discoverers of truths and moit to be depended oa in theit 
■everal histories, but rather inquiring who wrote the finest styk^ and had the 
j^raatest elegance in their eacpcMioos ; whkh ate thioga of sndl oonsequence ia 
oomparison of the other. Thus you will someti^aes find great debate* anoog 
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iJwaya to malce such a profe$0ion ; but their tmsinoas wa» to 
demonstrate that they Qould write w€^, luid B^ake an impres* 
fiioa ^pon mankind thereby ; and in what mann^ of writing 
they thought they were able to exceed others, to that dxd 
they apply themselves. Some of them betook themBelves to 
the wntmgof fabulous narrations; some of them endeavoured 
to please the cities or the kings, by writing in their commea- 
dation ; others of them fell to finding faults with transactions, 
or with the writers of. such transactions, and thought to make 
a great figure by so doing. And ind^ these do what is of 
all things the mo9t contrary to true history ; for it is the great 
character of true history, that all concerned ther^ both 
speak and write the same things ; while these men, by writ- 
ipg differently about the same things, think they shall be be^ 
lieved to write with the greatest regard to truth. We there- 
fore [who are Jews] must yield to the Grecian writers as to 
language and eloquence of composition ; but then we shall 
give them no such preference as to the venty of ancient hisr 
tory, and least of all as to that part which ooncems the 
affairs of our own several countries. 

6. As to the care of writing down the records from the 
fsarliest antiquity among Uie Egyptians and Babylonians; thai 
the priests were intrusted therewith, and employed a pbiloso* 
phical concern about it ; that they were the Chaldean priests 
that did so among the Babylonians, and that the FhemQians« 
who were mingled among the Greeks, did especially make 
use of their letters, both for the common affiurs of life, and 
for the delivering down the" history of common transactions, 
I think I may omit any proof, because all men allow it so t9 
be. Bui now as to our forefathers, that they took no le^ 
care about writing such records (for I will not say they lbx)k 
greater care than the others I spoke of), and that they com- 
mitted that matter to their high-priests and to their prophets^ 
and that these records have been written all along down to 
pur own tunes with the utmost accuracy ; nay, if it be not 
too bold for me to say it, our history will be so written here- 
after; I shall endeavour briefly to inform you. 

7. For our forefathers did not only appoint the best of thes^ 
priests, and those that attended upon the divine worship, for 
that design from the beginning, but made provision that the 
stuck oi Die! piiests should continue unmixed and pure ; for 

ih« IcsraedH, v^ieiher Herodotut or Thucydides were die finest historians ia dif 
ivRTc and Atik wuf ft of writing ; which signify little as to the resl value of eadi 
Af their lii^^iories ; while it would be of much more moment to let the reader 
linAw^ ih%i OK the eoDiequcDoe of Herodotos's hintory, which begins m much 
writer , 4Dd rencbet SO much wider than tbatof Thucydides^ is therefore raotly 
ftfnter ; lo is the moM part of Thucydides, whidi belongs to his own times, and 
tdi tHidtr hii own obtenraUoB, much the most oertum. 
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hft who i« partaker of the j^msthood must propagate cff a wife 
of the wme nation, witbcnit having any regard t6 money, '^ 
•ny other d%nitiM ; but he is to make a semtiny, abd take 
his mitt't geneak)g^ from the Meient tables, * and pM»enrre 
tMcny witnesses to it. And this is our practice not only in 
Judea^ but wheresoever any body of tfien of •our nation do 
live ; and even there an exact catalogue of out prieslSB* tno^- 
rkige^ are kept; I tnean at Egypt and at Babjrlon, or in any 
other fdace of the rest of the habitable earth, whntherMyever 
ottt pnesta are scattered ; (br they send to Jerusalem the eo- 
dent naBQies c^ ttieir parents in writing, as well as those af 
their remoter ancestors, and ftgnify who are the witnesses 
aieo. Btrt if any war falls out, such as have fallen out a great 
many of tliem already, when Antiqcbus Epiphanes mam all 
invasion upon our country, as also when Pomoey the Greait 
and QuintiKus Varus did so also, and principally in the war» 
that have happened in our own times, those priests that sur- 
vive them compose new tables of geneabgy out of the cdd 
records, and examine the circumstances dt the women thitt 
i^emain ; for still they do not admit <s( those that hisHre been 
captiveH, M suspeding that they had conversation* with some 
•foreigtier^ But what is the strongest erguraent of our exact 
%umdgement in this hiatter is what I am now goinff to say, * 
•that we have the names of omr high-prieiits from fath^ to 
son set'down in our records, for the interval of two thousand 
years ; and if any of these have been transgressors of these 
rules, they are probilmed to present themseives at the akar, 
or to be partakers of any other of bur purifications ; and tbi^ 
is justly or rather necessariW done, because every one is Hdt 
^permitted of his own aecord to be a writer, nor is there any 
•disagreement in what is written ; they bekig only prdphets 
-that have written the original and earliest accounts of things, 
as they learned them of God himself bf insphration ; and 
others have written what hath happened m their own times, 
and diat in a very distinct manner also. 

6. For we have tiOt an innumerable multitude of books 
among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another 
{as the Greeks have}, but only twenty-two bSiks,-f- which 

** Of UUt weeanej of the Jews before, tad in our Saviour*! time, in eerefullj 
preferring their geoedMieB all along, pitfticularlj thoae of the prieftte, lee Jose- 
<pbiii*f Life, sect i. Thit aocaracy wems to hare ended at the deetructiOD of 
Jeruialem by Titun, or however at that by Adrian. 

'f Whieh were these twenty- two sacred hooks of the Old Testament, tee the 
^pplement to the Eesay on the OUl Tettaanmt, p. S6-.29, rn. those we tall ^ 
MmmkBlt aH excepting the CantielBi ; btM, still with this ihfllier'exeepikfti, 'thst 
the first book of apocryphd £sdcas be takao into that number ios|ead of onr ««- 
iioiueol Esca, which seems to be no more than a later epitome of the other.; 
'which two booki of Cadtides ttCid £ira, it no way appears that our Josephus 
^nt saw. . 
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contain .the records of all the past times ; which are jusily 
t)elieved to be divine. And of them five belong to Mosea^ 
which contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of 
mankind till his death. This interval of lime was little sliort 
of three thousand yeara But as to the time from the death 
of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who 
.reigned after Xerxes, the prc^hets who were after Moaea 
wrote down wh^t was done in their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and pre- 
cepts for the conduct of human life. It is true* our history 
hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hatb 
.not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by 
our forefathers, because there hath not been an exacC Bueoe9- 
sion of prophets since that tim^ : and how finaiy we have 
given credit to these books of our own nation i^ evident by 
what we do ; for, durine so many ages as have already passed, 
no one hath been so bold as either to add any thing to them^ 
to take any thing from them, or to make any change in them; 
but it is I>ecome natural to all Jews, immediately and from 
their very birth, to esteem these books to contain divine dqc^ 
trines, and to persist in them, wdt if ooc»iioa be, willingly 
to. die for theni. For it is no new thin^^ for o^r captives, 
many of them in number, and frequently m time, to be seen 
to endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the theatres, 
that they may not be obliged to say one word against our lawa 
and the records that contain them ; whereas there are none 
at all among the Greeks who would undergo the lea^t harm 
on that account ; no, nor in case all the writings that are 
among them were to be destroyed; for they take them. to be 
such discourses as are framed agreeably to the i^iclinations of 
.those that write them ; and they have justly the same opinion 
of the ancient writers, since they see scane of the present g&. 
neration bold enough to write about such affairs, whereiQ 
they were not present, nor had concern enough to inform 
themselves about them from those that knew them ; example 
^cf which may be had in this late war of bui9, where ^me 
persons have written histories, end published them, without 
having been in the places concerned^ or having been near 
them when the actions were done ; but these men put a few 
things together by hearsay, and insolently abuse tne world, 
and call tliese writings by the name of histories. 

9. As for myself^ I have composed a true history of that 
whole war, and of all the particulars that occurred therein^ a& 
having been concerned in all its transactions ; for I acted as 
general of those among us that are named Galileans^ as long 
as it was possible for us to make any opposition. I wa? then 
seized on by the Romans, and became a captive ; V^spasiaji 
also and Tuus had me kept under a guard, and forced me to 
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atteikl themeontiniialiy. At tlie first I waa psit kito bonds, 
but vrai set at liberty afterward, and sent to accompany Titua, 
when he came from Alexandria to the siege of Jerusalem ; 
during vhidi time there was nothing done which escaped my 
knowledge ; for what happened in the Roman camp I saw^ 
and wrote down carefully ; and what informations the de- 
serters brought [out of the city], I was the only man that un« 
derstood them. Afterward I got leisure at Rome ; and when 
all my materials were prepared for that work, I made use of 
some persons to assist me in learning the Greek tongue, and 
by these means I composed the history of those transactions. 
And I was so well assured of the truth of what I related, 
that I first of all appealed to those that had the supremq 
command in that war, Vespasian and Titus, as witnesses for 
me ; for to them I presented those books first of all, and after 
them to many of the Romans who had been in the war. I 
also sold them to many of our own men, who understood the 
Greek philosophy, among whom were Julius Archelaus; 
Herod [king of Chalcis], a person of great gravity, and kinj^ 
A^ppa himself, a person that deserved the greatest admi.^ 
ration. Now all these men bore thmr testimony to me, that I 
had the strictest regard to truth ; who ^et would not have 
dissembled the matter, nor been silent, if I, out of ignorance, 
or out 0f favour to any side, either had given false colours 
to actions, or omitted any of them. 

10. There have been indeed some bad men, who have at4 
tempted to calumniate my history, and took it to be a kind 
of scbcdastic performance for the exercise of young men. A 
strange sort of accusation and calumny this ! since every one 
that undertakes to deliver the history of actions truly, ought 
to know them accurately himself in the first place, as eitoc^r 
having been concerned in them himself, or been informed at 
them by such as knew them. Now, both these methods 6£ 
knowledge I may very properly pretend to in the compositioik 
of both my works ; for, as I saul, I have translated the Anti-> 
^uities out of our sacred books ; which I easily could do,* 
since I was a priest by n)y birth, and have studied .that phi'* 
losophy which is contained in Uiose writings : and for the 
History of the War, I wrote it as having been an actor my-r 
self in many of its transactions, an eye-witness in the gretitest 
part of the rest, and was not unacquainted with any thing 
v^atsoever that was either said or done in it. How impu<» 
dent then must those deserve to be esteemed, that undertake 
to contradict me about the true state of those affairs ? who^ 
although they ])retend to have made use of both the empe^ 
xors^ own memoirs, yet could not they be acquainted with 
our affairs, who fought against jthem. , . 
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1 1. Thift di^etsion I have been obliged to makr out of !!»« 
oessity, as being desirous to expose the rantty of those thai 

Srofess to write histories ; and I suppose I hanre sufficieDlly 
eclared, that this castom of transmitting down the historica 
of sndent times hath been better p^senred by those natioM 
which are called barbaricms than by the Greeks themaelYcs. 
I am now willing, in the next place, to say a few things to 
those thai endeavour to prove tnat oar constitution is but cf 
late time, for this reason, as they pretend, that the Gr&k 
writers have said nothii^ about us ; after whieh I shall pro- 
diace testkaionies for our antiquity out of the writings of 
foceignem : I shall also demonstrate, that such as cast re- 
proaches upon our nadon do it very unjustly. 

12. As £or ourselves, therefore, we neither inhaiiit a mari* 
time country nor do we delight in aaerchandise, kx>r in such 
a mixture with other men as arises (torn it ; but the ckies we 
dwiell in are remote front the sea ; and having a frafltfisl eamw 
try for cor habitation, we take pains in cultivating that only. 
Our principal caie of all is this, to educlrte our <diwinen well; 
and we think it to be the most necessary bissiness of onr whole 
life, to 43bserve tiie laws that haive been given las, and to keep 
those rules of piety thut have been delivered down to us. 
Since, therefore, besides what we have akeady taken notioe 
of, we have had a peculiar war of living of our own, ihere was 
no occasion oiTered us in smoient ages for inteitnixing among 
tbeOweks, as they had for nixing among the Egyptians by 
their intepcoiirse of exportiw «nd iroponting their several 
goods; as tdiey also maxied with the Pbeaioians, who lived by 
die sea^side^ by means of cheir love cf lucre in trade and aser- 
olumdise. Nor did onr ferrfath^^ betake themselves, as 'did 
some otliers, to nybbery ; nor did they, in <xAeT to gain note 
wealth, &11 into foreign wars, ahhough our 'ooaiftry cootniB- 
ed fitkany ten thousands of men of eonmge, sufflcientferdiai 
porpoee. For this reason it wis (that iSte Phcnkians them, 
sdves came soon, by trading amd oaviMdon, fo be tknown to 
the iGreoians, and try their means /&e Egyptians became 
Vmmim to the Oreeiaife <a^, as dkl atl those people whenoe 
the Phenioians in long voyages over die seas earned wares to 
the Grecians. The Medee also^ mti. the ^r^fians, when they 
were lords of Asia, l>eaitne well fanown to them; asid this 
WMB espctiallT true of the Per&iEms, wfco ted their m-mien«i9 
far BB th^ oifier coiuin'ein [Europe]. The Thradaiis were 
also know^n to thmn by the nearness of ^leir countries, and 
the Scythians by the \mam of thoee that -sailed to Pontus; 
(or ^t was so in general^ tliat all maritime nations, and those 
thai inhiUiiteil near the eastern or western seas, became most 
wn to ihojMj that were deiirous 10 be irriters ; bat such aa 
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had th^r j^abitations farther from the sea, were for the most 
part unknown to them ; which things appear to have hap- 
pened aa to Europe also ; where the aty or Rome, that hath 
this long time been possessed of so much power, and hath per- 
formed such great actions in war, is yet never mentionea by , 
Herodotus, nor by Thucydides, nor by any one of their con- 
temporaries ; andf it was very late, and with great difficulty, 
that the Romans became known to the Greeks. Nay, those 
that were reckoned the most exact historians, and Ephorus 
for one, were so very ignorant of the Gauls and the Spaniards, 
that he supposed the Spaniards, who inhabit so great a part of 
the western regions of the earth, to be no more than one city. 
Those historians also have ventured to describe such customs 
as were made use of by them, which they never had ^ther 
done or sud : and the reason why these writers did not know 
the truth of their affairs, was this, that they had not any 
commerce together ; but ihe reason why they wrote such fal- 
sities was this, that they had a mind to appear to know things 
which others had not known. How can it then be any won- 
der, if our nation was no more known to many of the Greeks, 
nor had given them any occasion to mention them in their 
writings, while they were so remote from the sea, and had a 
conduct of life so peculiar to themselves ? 

IS, Let us now put the case, therefore, that we made use 
of this argument concerning the Grecians, in order to i>rove 
tbifct their nation was not ancient, because nothing is said of 
them in our records ; would not they lau^ at us all, and 
probably give the same reasons for our silence that I have 
now alleged, and would produce their neightx)ur nations as 
witnesses to their own antiquity ? Now the very same thing 
will I endeavour to do ; for I will bring the Egyptians and 
the Phenicians as my principal witnesses, because nobody can 
complin of their testimony as false, on account that they are 
known to have borne the greatest ill will towards us ; I mean 
this as to the Egyptians, in general all of them ; while of the 
Phenicians it is Icnown the Tyrians have been most of all in 
the same ill disposition towards us; yet do I confess that I 
cannot say the same of the Chaldeans, smce our first leaders 
and ancestors were derived from tliem, and they do tnake 
mention of us Jews in their records, on account of the kin« 
dred there is between us. Now when I shall have made n^y . 
assertions good so far as concerns the others, I will demon- 
strate that som^ of the Greek writers have made ttentibn o^ 
us Jews also ; that those who envy us may not have even 
this pretence for contradicting what I hAve said about oitr 
nation. 

J 4. I shall begin with the vritiAgs of the Egyptians ; not 
VOL. IV, ^ n ] 
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indeed of those that have written in the Egj^tian languaget 
which it is impossible for nie to do. But Manetbo was a 
man who was by birth an Egyptian, yet had he made himself 
master o{ the Greek learning, as is very evident; for iie 
wrote ^he history of his own country in the Greek tongue, 
by translating it, as he siuth himself, out of their sacred re» 
cords :4ie also finds great fault with Herodotus for his igno* 
ranee and false relation of Egyptian affairs. Now this Ma* 
netho, in the second book of his Egyptian history, writes 
concerning us in the following manner. I will set down hi» 
very words, as if I were to brmg the very man himself into a 
court for a witness : " There was a king of ours whose name 
was Timatis. Under him it came to pass, I know not how, 
that God was averse to us, and there came, after a surprising 
manner, men of ignoble birth out of the eastern parts, and 
had boldness enough to make an expedition into our coun* 
try, and with ease subdued it by force, yet without our ha- 
zarding a battle with them. So, when they had gotten those 
that governed us under their power, they afterwards burnt 
down our cities, and demolishea the temples of the gods, and 
used all the inhabitants after a most baroarous manner, nay, 
some they slew, and led their children and their wives into 
slavery. At length they made one of themselves king, whose 
name was Salatis ; he also lived at Memphis, and made both 
the upper and lower regions pay tribute, and left garrisons 
ia places that were the most proper for them. He chiefly 
aimed to secure die eastern parts, as foreseeing that the As- 
syrians, who had then the greatest power, would be desirous 
of that kingdom, and invade them 4 and as he found in the 
Saite Nomos [Seth-roite] a city very proper for his purpose, 
and which lay upon the Bubastic channel, but with regard 
to a certain theologic notion was called JvariSy this be re- 
built, and made very strong by the walls he built about it, 
and by a most numerous garrison of two hundred and fort^ 
thousand armed men which he put into it to keep it Tbu 
ther Salatis came in summer-time, partly to gather his com 
and pay his soldiers their wages, and partly to exercise his 
armed men, and thereby to terrify foreigpers. When this 
man had reigned thirteen years, after him reigned another, 
l^hose name was Be<m, for forty-four years ; after him reigned 
another, called JpacknaSy thirty-six years and seven months ; 
after him Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then Jonias 
$fty ^ears and one month ; after all these reigned Assis 
$c»rty-nine years and two months. And these six were the 
first rulers among them, who were all along making war with 
the Egyptians, and were very desirous gradually to destroy 
^em to the very jroots, This whole nation was styled Hrc- 
/sos, that is, Bhepherd-lctngs ; for the first syllable Hyc^ ac- 
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oonfing to the sacred dialect^ denotes a kmg^^ as is sos a 
thepkcrd'^hui this accoording to the ordinary dialect ; and of 
these is compounded Hycsos ; but some say that these peo- 
pie were Arabians." Nov in another copy it is said^ that 
this word does not denote kingSy but on the contrary denotes 
capHve Jiepherds, and this on account of the particle Hyc ; 
for that Hyc, with the aspiration, in the Egyptian tongue 
again denotes shepherds^ and that expressly also ; and this to 
me seems the more probable opinion, and more agreeable to 
ancient history. [But Manetho goes on :1 ^< These people, 
whom we have before named J^iga^ and called Aefherdu 
also, and their descendants,^ as he sajrs, *^ kept possession of 
Egypt five hundred and eleven years.'^ After these, be sayd, 
^ That the kings of Tbebais and of the other parts of Egypt 
made an insurrectbn against the shepherds, and that mere 
a terrible and long war was made between them.*" He. says 
farther, ^* That under a king whose name was J/ispAr^jgrmti- 
iAom, the shepherds wore subdued by him, and were indeed 
driven out of other parts of Egypt, but were shut up in a 
•place that contained ten thousand acres ^ this place was 
named Axtarisr Manetho says, *^ That the shepherds bnik 
a wall round all this place, woidi was a large and a strong 
wall, and this in order to keep all their possessions and their 
prey within a place of strength ; but that Thummosis, the 
.son of Alkpfaragmuthosis, made an attempt to take them by 
force and by siege, with four hundred and eighty thousand 
men to lie round about them ; but that upon his despair of 
taking the place by that siege, they came to a compoflition 
-with them, that they should leave Egypt, and go, without any 
-harm to be done to them, whithersoever tliey woald ; ancl 
Ithat, after this composition was made, they went away with 
;their whole families and effects, not fewer in number than 
two hundred and forty thousand, and took their journey from 
Egypt, through the wilderness, for Syria; but that, as they 
-were in fear of the Assyrians, who had then the dominion 
over Asia, they built a city in that country which is now 
•called Jud^y and that large enough to contain this mat 
number of men^ and called it Jerusalem.^* Now ]&ne- 
tho, in another book of his, say?. That *' this nation thiis 
caHed shepherds^ were also called captives in their sacred 
books.'" And this account of his is the truth ; for feeding of 
^beep was the employment -f- of our forefathers in the moat 
ancient ages ; ana as they led such a wandering life in fi^. 

" Here we heve aa tcoount of tAe fint bufldfhg of the city of Jerasalem^ 
«flCor^og to Manetho, when the Fbenidati thefitieKls were expelled out ot 
Egypt, about thirtjusevta fear* befiwe Abraham OHse out of H«r*n. 

t G«n. jLlvI. 32» 34 ; zlvii. 3, 4. 
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iDg flhcep^ they were called shepherds. ^ Nor was it without 
reason that they were called captives by the Egypbaua, Anem- 
one of our ancestors^ Josef^, told the king of E^ppt that be 
was a captive,* and afterward sent for hit brmuren into 
Kgrpt, by the king's permisuon. But as for these matters^ 
I shatl make a more exact inquiry abdut them elsewhere.^ 

15. But now I shall produce the Egyptians as witnesses to 
the antiquity of our nation. I shall therefore here brii^ in 
Manetho acain and what he writes, as to the order of the 
times in this case; and thus he speaks : *^ When this peopk 
or diepherds were gone out of "Egypt to Jerusalem, Tm^ 
mosis the king of Egypt, who drove them out, reigatd $£• 
terward twenty*five yeM*8 and four months, and then died. 
After him his son Chebion took the kingdom for thirteen 
years ; after whom came Amenophisi for twenty years and 
seven months; then came hb sister Amesses, for twenty«oDe 
years and nine months ; after her came Mephres, for twelve 
years and nine months ; after him was Mephramuthosia, for 
twenty.five years and ten months; after him was Thmiosis^ 
for nme years and eight months ; after him came Amoio- 
phis, for thirty years and ten months ; after him came Orus, 
for thirty-six yeeurs and five months ; then came his daughter 
Acenchres, ibr twelve yeans and one mooth ; then was her 
brother Bathotis, for nine years ; then was Acencheres, for 
twdlve years and five months; then came another Ac^cherea^ 
for tw^ve years and three months; after him Armais, for 
four years and one month ; after him was Ramesses, for one 
year and four months; after him came Armesaes Miam- 
moun, for sixty^six years and two months ; after him Am&io^ 
phis, for nineteen years and six months; after him came Setho- 
sis, and Bamesses, M'ho had an army of horse and a naval 
force. , This king appmnted his brother Armais to be hs 
deputy over Egypt. [In another copy it stood thus: After 
him came Sethosis, and Bamesses, two brethreny the former 
of whidi had a naval force, and in a hostile manner de* 
atroyed those tint met him upon the sea ; but as he slew 
Bamesses in no long time afterwards, so he appointed an^ 
other of hb brethren to be his deputy over Egyprt] He 
alio ^ve him all the other authority of a king, but with these 
only injunctions, that he should not wear the diadem, nor be 
injurious to the queen, the mother of his children, and that 
he should not meddle with the other concubines of the king, 

* In our oopiet of the book of Genetii, and of Joiephtti, diii Joseph nttm 
oJik hiooielf a captive^ wbco ho wm wkh the Uog ol Egjpt, though he 4oei 
mXi himaelf « MrvoflO, m •Unt^ or « oi^m, vamy timei in the TetCvqent of Ihs 
tvdre Patiiuchi, under Joi^b, lect l« 11, 13, 14, U, la. 

f Thif if now vantiDg* 
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while be mude an expedition against Cyprus and Phenida, 
and betides against the Asinrrians and toe Medea. He tben 
subdued them all, some bj his arms, some without fighting, 
and some by the terror of his greet army ; and being puffed 
vp by Ihe great successes he had had, he went still on the 
more boldly, and overthrew the cities ahd countries that lay 
in the eastern parts. But after some considerable time, Ar- 
mais, who was left in I^ypt, did 4ill those very things, by 
way of opposition, which bis brother had forbid him to do, 
without tear ; for he used violence to the queen, and conti. 
9ued to make use of the rest of the concubines, without 
sparing any of them ; nay, at the persuanon of his friends^ 
he put on the diadem, and set up to oppose his brother. 
But then he who was set over the priests of Egypt wrote 
letters to Sethosis,. and informed him of all that nad hap- 
pened, and how his brother had set up to oppose him ; he 
therefore returned back to Pelusium immediately* and reco- 
vered bis kingdom again. The country also was called from 
his name Egypt ; for Manetho says, that Sethosis himself 
was called Egyptus^ as was his brother Armais called Da^ 

16. This is Manetho^s account. And evident il is from the 
number of years by him set down belonginff to this interval, 
if tbey be summed up together, that these shepherds, as they 
are here called, who were no other than our forefathers, were 
delivered out of Egypt, and came thence, and inhabited this 
country^ three hundred and ninety*three years befcnre Danaus 
came to Argos; although the Argives look upon him as 
their most ancient king.f Manetho therefore bears this tes- 
timony to two points m the greatest consequence to our pur^ 
pose, and those from the Eg3qptian records themselves. In 
the first place, that we came out ci another country in|o 
Egypt, and that withal our deliverance out of it was so an- 
cient in time, as to have preceded the sie^ of Troy almost a 
thousand years; f but then, as to those thmgs which Manetho 

• Of thif £s]rptisa chroiMkgj of Msotte, m nU^aktn hj J^iephoi, and 
of tbeoe Pbemdan ibepherdi, m SUadjr foppotiBd \j hhn, find otkers after biii» 
to baie been the Itraelites in Egypt, eee 'Ejmmj on tb^ 0)d Tettament, Appen* 
^, page lft2-16S. And note nere, that when Jotephaa tells ua that the 
Gmn or ArgiToa looked on thia Danaua aa af%«Minqrv « "^ oncMUt, o« 
ikt mati luuiaU king of Ai]0oa» ha need not ho auppoaad to mean, in die strict^ 
cit Bcnse, that th^ had no one king eo ancient as he ; fQt it it certain they owned 
nine kinga before hhn, and Inachtis at the head of Aem. See Anthentk Ee- 
eoida. Part M. page SSS, aa JoKphua could nocbotknoir very weU; but that 
ktf waa eataened aa Teiy ancient by them, and that U>ey knew they had been fint 
of an denominated i^oaot from thia Tery andent king Daoaui. Nor does thit 
•uperlatiTe degree alwaya imply the mott AJietcat of all without eiception, but ia 
aomctimca to be rendered very oMcieai only, aa ia the caee in die like aup^latiu 
degrees of other worda alio. ^ Sm the preceding note. 
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adds, not from the Egyptian records, but, as he confesses 
htmseif, from some stones of an uncertain original, I will dis* 
prove them hereafter particolariy, and shall ctemonstrate that 
they ore no better than incredible fables. 

17. I will now, therefore, psss from these recoifls, and 
come to those that belong to the Phenicians, and concern our 
nation, and shall produce attestations to what I have said out 
of them. The^e are then records among the Tyrians, that 
take in the history of many years; and these are public 
writings, and are kept with great exactness, and include ac- 
cDufvts of the facts done ampn^ them, and such as concern 
-their transactions with other nations also; those I mean which 
were worth remembering. Therein it was recorded, that the 
temple was built by king Solomon at Jerusalem, one hundred 
forty-three years and eight months before the Tyrians built 
Carthage ; and in their annals the building of our temple is 
related : for Hirom, the king of Tyre, was the friend of So- 
lomon our king, and had such friendship transmitted down 
to him from his forefathers. He thereupon was ambitious 
to contribute to the spltodour of this edifice of Solomon^ 
and made him a present of one hundred and twenty talents of 
gold. He also cut down the most excellent timber out of 
that mountain which is called LiboMtSy and sent it to him for 
adorning its roof. Solomon also not only made him many 
other presents by way of requital, but gave him a country 
sn Galilee also, "that was called Chabulm.* But there was 
another passion, a philosophic inclination of theirs, which 
^ce^mented the friendship that was betwixt them ; for they sent 
mutual problems to one another, with a desire to have them 
unriddled by each other ; wherein Solomon was superior to 
Hirom, as he was wiser than he in other respects ; and many 
of the epistles that passed between them are still preserved 
among the Tyrians. Now that this may not depend on my 
bare word, I will produce for a witness, Dius, one that is be- 
lieved to have written the Phenician history aifter an accurate 
nmnner. This Dius, therefore, writes thus, in his histories 
of the Phenicians : ^ Up6n the death of Abibaliis, his 86n 
Hirom took the kiij^om. This king raised banks at the 
eastern parts of the pity^ and .enlarged it ; he also joined tlie 
temple of Jupiter Olympus, which stood before in tm island 
by itself, to the city, by raising a causeway between them, 
#ml adorned that temple with donations of gold. He more^ 
4:i%xr went up to Libanus, and had timber cut down for the 
,bni Iding of temples. They sa^ farther, that Solomon, when 
jbi: was king of Jerusalem, sent probleips to Hirom to be 

* 1 Kipgt ix. 13/ 
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solved, and desired he would send others back for him to 
solve, and that he who could not solve the problems pro- 
posed to him should pay money to him that solved them. 
And when Hirom had agreed to the proposals, but was not 
able to solve the problems, he was obliged to pay a ffre£^t 
deal of money, as a penalty for the same. As also they relate, 
that one Abaemon, a man of Tyre, did solve the problems, 
and propose others which Solomon could not soive, upon 
which he was obli^d to repay a great deal of money to 
Hirom.** These thmgs are attested to by Dius, and confirm 
what we have said upon the same subjects before. 

18. And now I shall add Menander, the Ephesian, as an 
additional witness. This Menander wrote the acts that were 
done both by the Greeks and barbarians, under everyone 
of the Tyrian kings, and had taken much pains to learn their 
history out of their own records. Now, when he was writing 
about those kings that had reigned at Tyre, he came to Hi- 
rom, and says thus : " Upon the death of Abibalus, his son 
Hirom took the kingdom ; he lived fifty-three years, and 
reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank on that called the 
Broad Place^ and dedicated that colden pillar which is in 
Jupiter*s temple ; he also went ana cut down timber from 
the mountain called LibanuSy and got timber of cedar for 
the roofs of the temples. He also pulled down the old tem^ 
pies, and built new ones ; besides this, he consecrated the 
temples of Hercules, and of Astarte. He first built Her* 
cules^s temple in the month Peritus, and that of Astarte 
when he made his expedition against the Tityans, who 
would not pay him their tribute ; and, when he had subdued 
them to himself, he returned home. Under this king there 
was a younger son of Abdemon, who mastered the problems 
which Soflomon king of Jerusalem had recommended to be 
solved.** Now the time from this king to the building of 
Carthage is thus calculated: ** Upon the death of Hironx, 
Beleazarus his son took the kingdom ; he lived forty-three 
years, And reigned seven years : after him succeeded his son 
Abdastartus ; he lived twenty-nineyears, and reigned nine vear§. 
Now four sons of his nurse plotted against him, ana slew 
him ; the eldest of which reigned twelve years : after them 
came Astartus, the son of Deleastartus ; ne lived fifty-fbur 
yearS) and reigned twelve years': after Him came his brother 
Aseiymus ; he lived fifty-four years, and reigned nine years: 
he was slain by his brother Pheles, who tooTc the kingdom,, 
and reigned but eight months, thougb he lived fifty years : 
he was slain by Ithobalus, the priest of Astarte, who reign- 
ed thirty-two years and lived sixty-eight years : he was sue-. 
ceeded by his son Badezorus, who lived forty-five years, and 
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reigneil tax years : he was succeeded by Matgenus his soo ; 
he lived thirty-two years, and reigned nine years : Pygmaiioa 
succeeded him ; he lived fifty-six years, and reignca forty- 
seven years. Now in the seventh year of his reign, his sister 
fled away from him, and built the city of Cartha^ in Lib^a.^ 
So tihe whole time from the reign of Htrom, till the build- 
ing of Carthaee, amounts to the sum of one hundred fifty- 
five years and eight months. Since then the temple waa 
built at Jerusalem in the twelfth year of the reign of Hirom, 
there wei^ from the building of the temple, until the build- 
ing of Carthage, one hundred forty-three years and right 
months. Wherefore, what occasion is there for alleging any 
more testimonies out of the Phenician histories [on the be- 
half of our nation], since what I have said is so thorouj^hly 
confirm^ already ? And to be sure our ancestors came into 
this country long before the buildbg of the temple ; for it 
was not till we had gotten possession of the whole land by 
war, that we built our temple. And this is the point that I 
have clearly proved out of our sacred writings m my Anti- 
quities. 

19- I will now relate what hath been written concerning us 
iuvthe Chaldean histories ; which records have a great agree, 
ment with our books in other things also. Berpsus shall be 
witness to what I say ; he was by birth a Chaldean, well 
known by the learned on account of his publication of the 
Chaldean books of astronomy and philosophy am(»g the 
Greeks. This Berosus therefore, following the most ancient 
records of that nation, gives us a history of the deluge of 
waters that then happened, and of the destruction of mankind 
thereby, and agrees with Moseses narration thereof. He also 
gives us an account of that ark wherein Noah, the origin of 
our race, was preserved, when it waa broujo^t to the highest 
part of the Armenian mountains ; aflter wmch he gives us a 
catalogue of the posterity of Noah, and adds the years of 
their chronology, and at leiwth oomea down to Nabolassar, 
who was kinj^ of Babylon, and of the Chaldeans. And ^hcn 
he was relating the acts of this king* he describes to us, 
*^ How he sent his son Nabuchodooosor acainat Eg^pt, and 
against our land, with a great army, upon bis being mformed 
that they had revolted from him ; ana hoW| by that means, 
he subdued them all, and set our temple that was at Jeru- 
salem on fire ; nay, and removed our pec^le entirdy out of 
their own country, and transferred them to Babylon ; when 
it so happened that our city was desolate during the interval 
of seventy years, until the days of Cyrus king of Perwa.^ 
He then says, that ** this Babylonian king conquered EjEypt^ 
and Syria, and Pheaicia, apd Arahia» an4 exceed in his 
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exploits, all that had reigned before biio in BiJ>yldQ and 
Ghaldea.^ A little after whidi, Berosus, subjoins what fid-' 
lows in his history of ancient times. I will set down Bero- 
sus's own accounts, which are these : *^ When NaUdaasar, 
father of Nabuchodonosor, heard that the governor whom he 
had set over Egyp^ and over the parts of Coelesy ria and Fhe« 
nicia, had revolted from him, he was not able to bear it any 
longer^ but committing certain parts of his army to his son 
NaEuchodonosor, who was then but young, he sent him 
against the rebel ; Nabuchodonosor joined battle wi£h him, 
and conquered him, and reduced the country under his dorni* 
nion again. Now it so fell out that his father Nafoolassar 
fell into a' distemper at this time, and died in the city of 
Babylon, after he had reigned twenty-nine years. But as 
he understood, m a little time, that his father Nabolassar wan 
dead, he set the affairs of Egypt and the other countries in 
order, and committed the captives he had taken from th« 
Jews, and Fhenicians, and Syrians, and or the nations be- 
longing to Egypt, to some oi his friends, that they might 
conduct that part of the forces that had on heavy armour, 
with the rest of his baggage, to Babylonia; while he went in 
haste, having but a few with him« over the desert to Babj-< 
Ion ; whither, when he was come, he found the public affairs 
had been managed by the Chaldeans, and that the prindpal 
.persons amopg them had~ preserved the kingdom for him. 
Accordingly, be now entirely obtained all his father^'s domi* 
nions. He then came and ordered the captives to be placed 
as colonies in the most proper places of Babylonia ; but for 
himself he adorned the temple of Belus, and the other tenw 
pies, after an elegant manner, out of the spoils he had taken 
in this war. He also rebuilt the old city, and added another 
^ it on the outside, and so far restored Babylon that none 
who should be^ege it afterwards might have it in their power 
to divert the river, so as to facilitate an entrance into it ; and 
this he did by building three walls about the inner ciW, and 
three about the outer. Some of these walls he built of burnt 
brick and bitumen, and fsome of brick only. So when he 
had thus fortified the city with wallfl after an excellent man- 
ner, and had adorned tne gates mwnificently, he added a 
new palace to that which his father had dwelt in, and thia 
close by it also, and that more eminent in its heights and in 
its great splendour : it would perhaps requijr^ too long a nap- 
ration, if any one were to describe it. However, as prodl< 
gious large and as magnificent as it was, it was finished in 
fifteen days. Now in this palace he erected very high walks, 
supported by stone pillars, and by j^lanting what was called 
a pcrmU parcuUsCj and replenishing it with all sorts of trees^ 
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he rendered the prospect of an exact resemblance of a moun- 
tainous country. This he did to please his queen, because 
she had been brought up in Media, and was fond of a moun- 
tainous situation.^ * 

20. This is what Berosus rektes concerning the foremen- 
tioned king, as he relates many other things abouf him also 
in the third book of his Chaldean history ; wherein he com- 
plains of the Grecian writers for supposing, without any 
foundation, that Babylon was built by Semiramis,* queen of 
Assyria, and for her false pretence to those wonderful edifices 
tliereto relating, as if they were her own workmanship; as 
indeed in these affairs the Chaldean history cannot but be 
the most credible. Moreover, we meet with a confirmation 
of what Berosus says, in the archives of the Phenicians, Cota- 
pemmg this king Nabuchodonosor, that he conquered all 
Syria find Fhenicia ; in which case Philostratus agrees mth 
the others in that history which he composed, where he men- 
tions the siege of Tyre ; as does Megasthenes also, in the 
fourth book of his Indian history, wherein he pretends to 
prove, that the forementioned king of the Babylonians was 
superior to Hercules in strength and the greatness of his ex- 
ploits ; for he says that he conquered a great part of Libya, 
and conquered Iberia also. Now as to what I have said be- 
fore about the temple at Jerusalem, that it was fought against 
by the Babylonians, and burnt by them, but was opened • 
' again when Cyrus had taken the kingdom of Asia, shall be 
now demonstrated from what Berosus adds farther upon that 
head ; for thus he says in his third book : ** Nabuchodono- 
sor, after he had be^un to build the forementioned wall, fell 
sick, and departed this life, wfacfn he had reigned forty-three 
years ; whereupon his son Evilra^xxlach obtained the king- 
dom. He governed public afiairs after an illegal and im- 
pure manner, and had a plot laid a^nst him by Neriglis- 
soor, his sister^s husband, and was slam by him when he had 
reigned but two years. After he was slain, Neriglissoor, the 
person who plotted against him, succeeded him m the king^- 
dom, and reigned four years ; his son Laborosoarchod ob- 
tained the kin^om, though he were but a child, and kept it 
nine months ; but by reason of the very ill temper and ill 

Practices he exhibited to the world, a plot was laid against 
im also by his friends, and he was tormented to death.' 
After his death the conspirators got together, and by com- 
mon consent put the crown upon the head of Nabonnedus, a 

* The gJTMt imjttOTemcatt diAt Kebuehadoessar made in the bnndingt at Ba- 
hybn do no way oontiadiot thoae aocieDt and auihenttc iMtimoniflf which aacriba 
iu first building to Kiznrod, and in first rcbaildiog to Semiramii, aa Bcrotut 
amns heft to auppose. 
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man of Babyknii and one who belonged to' that in«U[i*feetion« 
In his reign it was that the uralU of the city of Babylon were 
euriously built with burnt brick and bitnmen ; but when h«, 
was come to the seventeenth year of his reign, Cyrus «am^ 
out of Persia with a great army ; and having already cotii 
quered all the rest of Asia, he came hastily to Babylonia. 
When Nabonnedu^ perceived he was coming to attack him, 
he met him with his forces, and joining battle with him, Waa 
beaten, and fled away with a few of his troops with him, and 
was shut up within the city Borsippus. Hereupon Cyrus 
took Babylon, and gave order that the outer walls of the 
city should be demolished, because the city had proved very 
troublesome to him, and cost him a great deal of pains to 
take it. H^ then marched away to Borsippus, to besiege 
Nabonnedus ; but as Nabonnedus did not sustain the siege, 
but delivered himself into his hands^ he was at first kindly 
used by Cyrus, who gave bim Carmania as a place for hkfi 
to inhaiHt in, but sent him out of Babylonia. Accordingly 
Nabonnedus spent the rest of his time in that country, and 
there died.'' 

£1. These accounts agree with the true history in our 
books; for in them it is written, that Nebuchadnezzar, in the 
eighteenth * year of his reign, laid our temple desolate, and 
so it lay in that state of obscurity for fifty years ; but that in 
the second year of the reign of Cyrus, its foundations werd 
laid^ and it was finished aeain in the second "f- year of Darius. 
I will now add the records of the Phenicians ; for it wilt not 
be superfluous to give the reader demonstrations more than 
enough on this occasion. In them we have thiB enumeration 
of the times of their several kings : *'* Nabuebodonosor be- 
sieged Tyre for thirteen years, in the days of Ithobal, their 
king ; after him reigned Baal, ten years ; after him were 
judges appointed, who judged the people. Ecnibalus, the 
sob of Baslacus, two months ; Chelbes, the son of Abdeus, 
ten months ; Abbar the high-priest, three months; Mitgonus 
and Greraatratus, the sons of Abdelemus, were judges six 
years, after whom Balatorus reigned one year; after his death 
they sent and fetched Merbalus from !^by)on, who reigned 
four years ; after his death they sent for ms brother Hirom, 

* This iiiinkber in JoiephiM, that NebuchadneszAr desttoyed tbe tttafAe in 
ihe 18tb year of his reign, ia a mistake in the nicety of cbronolt^j ; lor it wai 
in the J 9th. 

-(- The tme number here for the year of Darius, on which the second temple 
was finished, whether the 2d with our present copies, or the Sth with that of 
fi^neellui, or the 10th with that of Ensebtus, is very uncertain ; so we had best 
MHom Josephu8*s own account elsewhere, Antiq. B. xi. ch. iii. sect. 4, which 
shews us, that according to his copy of the Old Testament, after the 2d of Cy« 
His, 4ltat work was iocemiptcd till the 2d of Darius, when in seven yean it was 
^nisbed, on the 9th of Darius. ^^ ^ 
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lirbo reigned twenty jean. Under his leign Cjmis became 
king of Penda.^ So that the whole into^ ii fifty^bur 
years bendeB three months ; for on the seventh year of the 
reign of Nebudiadneazar he began to besiege Tyre, and 
Cyrus the Persian took the kingdom on the fourteenth year 
of Hirom. So that the records of the Chaldeans and Ty- 
nans agree with our writings about this temple ; and the tes- 
timonies here produced are an indisputable and undeniable 
attestation to tne antiquity of our natiop. And I suppose 
that what I have already said may be snAcient to such as 
are not very ccHitentious. 

22. But now it is proper to satisfy the inauirjr of those that 
disbelieve the recoras of barbarians, ana think n^ne but 
Greeks to be worthy of credit, and to produce many of these 
very Greeks who were acquainted with our nation, and to 
set before them such as upon occasion have made mention of 
us in their own writinj|;s. Pythagoras, therefore, of Samos, 
lived in very ancient times, and was esteemed a person supe- 
rior to all philosophers, in wisdom and piety towards God. 
Now it is plain, that he did not only know our doctrines, but 
was in very ^reat measure a follower and admirer of them. 
There is not indeed extant any writing* that is owned for 
his ; but many there are who have written his history, of 
whom Hennippus is the most celebrated, who was a person 
very inquisitive into all sort of history. Now this Hennippus, 
in his first book concerning Pythagofas, speaks thus : that 
^^ Pythagoras, upon the death of one of his associates, whose 
name was CaOiphonj a Crotoniate by birth, aiBrmed that 
thb man'^s soul conversed with him both night and day, and 
enjoined him not to pass over a place where an ass had fal- 
len down ; as also not to drink of such waters as caused 
thirst again, and to abstain from all sorts of reproaches.^ 
After which he adds this, *^ This he did and saia in imita- 
tion of the doctrines of the Jews and Thracians, whidi he 
transferred into his own philosophy.'^ For it is very truly 
. affirmed of this Py thacoras, that he took a great many of the 
laws of the Jews into his own philosophy. Nor was our na- 
tion unknown of old to several of tne Grecian cities, and 
indeed was thougjfat worthy of imitation by some of them. 
This is declared by Theophrastus, in his writings concerning 
laws ;• for he says, *< that the laws bf the Tyrians forbid men 
to swear foreign oaths."" Among which he enumerates some 



* This is A tbiog well known by the lovncdt that wt are not WBcan thnt w% 
hAT« $ny genuine wridngi of Pjibagong ; thme Golden Vcne^ which aie hm 
htH KcnMios, being genenllj euppoiied to have been written not by htmael^ bnl 
hj ionie of bif iGfaoliH» only, in egreenunt with what JoMphut htre affimii of 
him. 
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otheriy and particukriy tftat called Coriau ; which oath caa 
orIv be fotum aikiaBg the Jews, and deekicB what a man maj 
call a iMng devaied to God. Nor indeed was Herodotus of 
Halkamaseui imacquaioted with our nadoo^ but mei^oos it 
after a way of hia own^ when he aaith thus, in the second 
book concerning the Colchiana. His words are theae: ^^ The 
only people who were circumcifled in their privy members * 
originaliy, were the Colchians, the Egjrptians, and the Ethio. 
plans; but the Phenicians, and tfacee Syrians that ave in . 
Palestine, confess Uiat they learned it from the Egyptaans^ 
And for those Syrians who live about the rivers ThemodoQ 
and PartheniuB^ and thdr naghbours the Maeronea, they say 
they have lately learned from the Colohians ; for these ana 
the only people that are circumcised amom mankind, and 
appear to have done the very same thing wiu the Egyptians* 
But as for the Egj^tians and Ethiopians themselves, I am 
not able to say -woKh of them received it from the other.^ 
This therefore is whet Herodotus says, that *^ the Syrians 
that are in Palestine are circumcised.^ But there are no 
inhabitants of Palestine that are circumcised exoisiting the 
Jews; and therefore it must be bis knowledge of them thai 
enabled him to speak so much concerning them. Cherihis * 
also, a still ancienter writer and a poet, makes mention of 
our naticm, and informs ns^ that it came to the asustance of 
king Xerxes, in his expedition against Greece. For in his 

* WbedicrtlitMttrMSorCleriliii, tli» hflBthtti poet, Id tbt diyt of Xtncct^ 
bdoBg to tbt Solyml in Piiudim, thiit wcr« nam m anall kkev ot to the Jtw» 
that dwelt on the Sioljmeta or Jonualem mountains, near thegreat and broad 
lake Aiphaltids, that were a itrange people, and spoke the Pbemdaa tongue, ' 
h not agreed on bj the leamed. It h J9li certain, that Joscphai hero, and £«« 
■fbiiw, Preip. ix. S, p. 4lS» took them fo be Jews { and I confeis I cannot bat 
yerj much iodUne to the same opinion. The other Sdymi were not a strnngo 
people, but heathen idolators, like the other parts of Xerxes's arnnr ; and tlSu 
i3iese ^spake the Phenidan tongue, is next to impossible, as the Jews certainty 
4id; nor is there the leaat evidenct ibc it elscwher& Nor was A« lake aiQolD. 
ing to the mountains of the Solymi at all laxgt or hmad, in comparison of cb^ 
Jewish lake Asphaltitis ; nor indeed were those so considerable a people as th« 
Jews, nor so like to be desired by Xerxes fbr his aimy as the Jews, to whons 
he was always Ttry fkvoutnble. As for the rist of Ckerilas'a deM»iptfon, i*«# 
lleir keadM wtrt MUy ; tktU tk^ Aai rommd mmret o» tAmr ktai$ ; fAol tA«u» 
kcadM and facet wen Uke luuty lor«e-Arai2», which had been hardened in tha 
emoke; these awkward characters probably fitted the Solymi of Pisidia no better 
than they did the Jews in Jndea. And indeed diis reproachAil langwage here 
fhreo these people is to me a strong indication that tbey wero die poor despicabUr 
Jews, and not the Pisidian Solymi celebrated in Homcv. whom Cherilus hcrr 
describes ; nor are we to expect that nther Cherflus or Hecateus, or any other 
pagan writen cited by Joscphns and Eusebius, nsade no mistakes in die Jewislr 
fei^ory. If, by coo^pariog their testhnonies with the nraie audMBtie secotdt of 
that nation, we find them, for the mabi» to confirm the same, $m we always do» 
we oof^t to be satisfied, and not to expect that tbey ever had an exact knowledge 
of an the circumstances of the Jewish afiOdny whidi indeed it was almost always 
impefsibleflw^hcaitohavek SiOfectSS. 
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enumeration of aN those mukxis. Be last of all itnerts oun 
taaoog the test, when he sajs, *^ At the last there passed otner 
a.people, wonderful to be beheld^ lor they spake the Pbcu 
mciaa tongue with their mouths; thej dwelt in the Solymean 
mountains, near a broad lake; their heads were sooty :; they 
had round rasnres on them ; tfaor heada and faces were like 
nasty horsefaead$aI«o, that hadl)een hardened in the smoke.^ 
I thmky therefore, that it is evident to every body, that Che^ 
. iduB'means us, because the Solymean mountains are in our 
oountry, wherein we inhabit; as is. also the lake called Js- 
phaliiHa^ for this is a broader and larger lake than any other 
that is in Sjnria; and thus does Cheriius make mention of 
ua» But now that not only the lowest sort of the Greciaiw, 
but those that are had in the greatest admiration for their 
philosophic improvements among them^ did not only, know 
the Jews, but when they lifted upon any of them admidred 
them also, it is easy for any one to know. For Cleardius, 
who was the scholar of Aristode, and infeiior to no one of 
the peripatetics whonisoever, in his first book. concerning 
sleep, says, that ^^ Aristotle his master related what follows, 
of a Jew,^ and sets down Aris(btle*8 own discourse with iiinu 
The account is this^ as written down by him: ^^ Now for a 
great part of what this Jew said^ it would be too long, to re* 
cite it; but what inchxies in it both wonder and philoaopby, 
it may not be amiss to discourse of. Now that I may oe 
plain with thee, Hyperochides, I shall herein seem to thee 
ta relate wonders, and what will resemble dreams them- 
selves. Hereupon Hyperochides answered modestly, and 
said, For that very reason it is, that all of us are very de- 
sirous of hearing what thou art going to say. Then replied 
Aristotle, For this cause it will be the best way to imitate 
that rule of the rhetoricians, which requires us first to give 
an account of the man, and of what nation he waA, that so 
we may not contradict our master's directions. Then said 
Hyperochides, Go on, if it so pleases thee. This man then 
[answered Aristotle] was by birth a Jew, and came from 
Coelesyria ; these Jews are derived from the Indian philo^ 
sophers ; they are named by the Indians Calami^ and by the 
Syrians Jiidm^ and took ,their name from the countnr thejr 
iimabit, which is called Judea ; but for the name oi then: 
city, it is a very awkward one, for they call it Jerusalenu 
Now this man, when he was hospitably treated by a great 
many, came down from the upper country to the places 
near the sea, and became a Grecian, hot only in his Ian* 
guage; but in his soul also ; insomuch that when we our- 
selves happened to be in Asia about the same places whither 
he came, ne conversed with us, and with other philosophi- 
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cal pereonSf and made a trial of our sluU in pbi[)ofl<^j ( 
and as he had lived with many learned men, he connniini- 
eated to us more- information than he received from us."^ 
This is Afistotle's account of the matter, as given «s bjr 
Clearcbus; which Aristotle discoursed also puticularly of 
the great and wonderful fortitude of (his Jew m his diet and 
continent way of living, as those that please may learn more 
about him from Clearchus^s book itself; for I avoid setting 
down any more than is sufficient for my purpose. Now 
Clearchus said this by way of digression, for his main design 
was of another nature. But for Hecateus of Abdera, wbo 
was both a philosopher and one veiy useful in an active fife« 
he was contemporary with king Alexander in his youth, and 
afterwards was with Ptolemy, the son of Li^us ; he <iid not 
write about the Jewish affairs by-the-bye only, biit composed 
an entire book concerning the Jews themselves, out of which 
book I am willing to run over a few things, of which I have 
been treating, by way of epitome. And, in the first pkce^ I 
will demonstrate the time when this Hecateus lived ; for her 
mentions the fight that was between Ptolemy and Demetrius 
about Gaza, which was fought on the eleventh year after thjo 
death of Alexander, and on the hundred ana seventeenth 
olympiad, as Castor says in his history. For when he had set 
down this olympiad,- he says farther,^ that ^^ On this oly mpiad^ 
Ptolemy the son of hagixs beat in battle Demetrius the son 
of Antigonus, who was named Poliorceie^i at Gaza. Now 
it is agreed by all, that Alexander died on the hundred and 
fourteenth olympiad ; it is therefore evident, that our natiou 
flourished in his time, and in the time of Alexander. Again 
Hecateus says, to the same purpose, as follows: *^ Ptolemy 
got possession of the places in Syria after the battle of Gaza ; 
and many, when they heard of Ptolemy^s moderation and 
humanity, went along with him to Egypt, and were wiUiog 
to assist him in his affairs; one of whiqh,^^ Hecateus says, 
" was Hezekiah,* the high-priest of the Jews ; a man of . 
about sixty-rix years of <age, and in great dignity among his 
own people* He was a very sensible man, and coald speak x 
very movingly, and was very skilful in the management of 
affairs, if any other man ever were so ; although, as he says, 
all the priests of the Jews took tithes of the products of tbei 
earth, and managed public affiurs, and were in number not 
above fifteen hundred at the most^ Hecateus mentions this 
Hezekiah a second time, and says, that *^ As he was pos- 

* Th{f Heaekiah, who is here called a high-priett, is not named in Jotephas*a 
eatalogue t the real high-priest at that thne behig rather Onias, as Archbishop 
TTsher snpposet. Howerer, Josephus often uses the word higfa.priest in the 
plond number, as living many at die tame time. See the note on Antiq. B. 
tx. eh. Till sect 8. 
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■essed of ik> aieat a digmty, and was become familiar with us. 
BO did he take eerlam of those that were with him, and ex-^ 

Elained to them all the drcumstances of thdr people ; fat he 
ad all their habitations and polity down in writing.** Mora- 
over, Recatens declares again, *^ What regard we have for 
our laws, and that we resolve to endure any thing rather than 
transgress them, because, we think it right for us to do so.* 
Whereupon he adds, that *< Although they are in a bad re-, 
putation among their neighbours, and among all those that 
come to diem, and have been often treated injuriously by the 
kings and governors at Per^ yet can they not be dissuaded 
from acting what they think best ; but that when they are 
stripped on this account, and have torments. inflicted upon 
them, • and they are brought to the most terrible kinds of 
death, they meet them after an extraordinary manner beyond 
all other people, and will not renounce the religion of their 
forefathers.^ Hecateus also produces demonstrations not a 
fdW of this th^r resolute tenaaousness of their laws, when he 
speaks thus : ** Alexander was once at Babylon, atid bad an 
intenticm to rebuild the temple of Belus that was fallen trt 
decay ; and in order thereto, he commanded all his soldiers in 
general to bring earth thither; but the Jews, and they only, 
would not comply with that command ; nay, they undel*went 
stripes and great losses of what they had on this account, till 
the king forgave them, and permitted them to live in quiet* 
He adds farther, that ** When the Macedonians came to thera 
into that country, and demolished the [old] temples and the 
altars, they assisted them in demolishing them all ;* but [for 
not assisting them in rebuilding them] they either underwent 
losses, or sometimes obtained foregiveness.* He adds farther, 
that ** these men deserved to be admired on that account.* 
He also speaks of the mighty populousness of our nation, 
and says, that *• The Persians formerly carried away many 
ten thousands of our people to Babylon ; as also, that not a 
few ten thousands were removed, after Alexander's death, into 
Egypt and Phenicia, by reason of the sedition that was arisen 
in Syria.* The same person takes notice in his history, how 
large the country is which we inhabit, as well as of its excel- 
lent character, and says, that *^ The land in which the Jews 
inhabit contuns three millions of arour8e,*f- and is generally of 



* So I nad (be text with HiiferMiiip, though the pleee be dffienU. 

«f This number of arouns or l<^g3rpiUii acres, 3,000,000i» each aroiuv con* 
tainlag a square of 100 Egyptian cubits (being about three quartets of -an 
Bnglish acre, and just twice the area of the court of the Jewish tabemafls)» 
ai contained in the country of Judca, will be about one*third of the entire 
number of aroura in the whole land of Judea, suppottng it 160 meaeurei 
rallet long, and 70 such miles broad ; which estimation, for the fruitful parts 
of it, as perhaps here in Hecateus, is not therefore very wide from the truth. 
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a most excdlent and most fruitful soil ; nor is Judta itself of 
lesser ifimenaons.^ The same man describes our city Jeru- 
salem also itself, as of a most excellent structure^ and very 
lai^, and inhabited from the most ancient times. He also 
discourses of the multitude of men in it, and of the construc- 
tion of our temple, after the following mani^r : ^* There are 
many strong places and villages,^ he says, ^* in the country of 
Judea ; but one strong city there is, about fifty furlongs in 
orcumference,* which is inhabited by an hundred and twenty 
thousand men, or thereabout ;* they call it Jerusakm. There 
is about the middle of the city a wall of stone, whose length 
is five hundred feet, and breadth an hundred culnts, with 
double cbisters ; wherein there is a square altar, not made of 
hewn stone, but composed of white stones gathered together, 
having each side twenUr cubits long, and its altitude ten 
cubits. HaJrd by it is a large edifice, wheran therfe is an idtar 
and a candlestick both of oold, and in weight two talents : 
upon these there is a light that is never extinguished either by 
nig^t or by day. There is no image, nor any th'mg, nor any 
donations therein; nothing at all is there plant^ ndther 
ffrove, nor any thing of that sort. The priests abide therrin 
both nights and days, performing certmn purifications, and 
drinking not the least drop of wine while they are in the 
temple. Moreover he attests, that we Jews went as auxili- 
aries along ¥rith Idng Alexander, and after him with his suc- 
cessors. 1 w^ add iJEUther what he says he learned, when he 
was himself with the same army, concerning the actions of a 
man that was a Jew. His words are these: ^' As I was ihy 
self going to the Red Sea, there followed us a man whose 
name was MosoUam : he was one of the Jewish horsenien who 
conducted us: be was a person of great courage, of a strong 
body, and by all allowed to be the most skilful archer that 
was either among the Greeks or barbarians. Now this man. 

The 60 fhrlingi in oompiit for tbt ckjr Jeniidom pfttently are not jtrj iMa 
ttcm the truth alao, m Joicohai himself daicribcs it, who. Of the War, B. ▼• 
Ch. IT. sect 3, mmkes its wifi 33 furlongs, besides the suburbs and gardens ; nay, 
he says, B. y. eh. xii sect 2, that Titnra wall about it, at some small distence, 
•ftei the gaidenaand auborba were destroyed, Was not less than 30 ftotogs. 
Nor perhaps were its constant inhabitants, in Uie days of Hecateas, many more 
than these 120,000, because room was always to be left for vastly greater num* 
bers whidi came up at the three great fiestiTals ; to si^ nothing of the probable 
increase in tbsit nimbet between the dajt of Heceteos and Josephus, which waa 
It least 300 veacs* Bat see k more authentic account of some of these mea* 
surea in my description of the Jewish temples. Howerer* we are noito expect 
that such heathens as Cherilus or Hecateus, or the rest that are cited 1^ ^ose- 
phuB and £usebiuii, could avoid making many mistidies in the Jewish history* 
while yet they stnmgly confirm the same history in the general, and are most 
ladiable atteteaiions to those moie wrtlisatic acooonta we have in the ScrijpturB» 
Md Joksphus eooossning tbsoL 

* See preceding note. 
VOL. IV. X 
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as people wen) in great hunibehi paMag ftkng the road, «iid 
a certaui augur was observine an augiry by a bird, and re^ 
quiripg them all to fitaaad stid^ inquirad what they staid for?' 
Hereupon the augur shewed him the biid from whence he 
took his augury, and tdd ham, that if the Urd staid where he- 
was, they ought all to stand still, but that if he got up, and 
flew onward mey must go forwa^ ; but that if he flew badc^ 
ward, they must retire again. Mosollapi made no reply, bui 
drew his bow, and shot at the bird, and hit him, and killed 
him ; and as the augur and some others were very angry, and 
wished imprecations upon him, he answered them thus : Why 
are you so mad as to take this moist unhappy birdanto your 
hands ? For how can tiiis Urd give us any true information' 
concerning onr march, who could not raresee how to save 
himself? for had he been able to foreknow what was future 
he would not have come to this dace, but would have beea 
afraid, lest Mosoliam the Jew sboold shoot at him and kill 
him.*" But of Hecatens^s testimonies we have said enougl^ 
for as to such as desire to know more of them, they may easilv 
obtain.them from his book itself; However, I shall not think 
it too much for me to name Agatharddes, as having made 
mention of us Jews, thoiigh in way of derunon at our simpU- 
city, ss he supposes it to be; for^vmn he was discoursing of die 
afiairs of Stratonice^ ^ How she came out of Macedonia iottf 
Syria, and left her husband Demetrius, while yet Seleucus 
would not marry her as she expected, but, during the time of 
kis raising an army at Babylon, stirred up a sedition about 
Antioch ; and how after that the king came back, and upon 
his taking of Antioch, she fled to Seleucia, and bad it in ner 
power tb sail away immediately, vet did she comply with a 
dream which forbade her so to cici, and so was cauj^t and 
put to death.*" When Agatharcides had psemised thas story^ 
and had jested upcm Stratonioe for her superstitian, he gives 
a like example of what was reported concerning us, and 
writes thus : ^VThere are a people called Jews^ and dwell in 
a city the strongest of all otner ddes, which the inhabitants 
call Jerusalem^ and are accustomed to rest on every seventh 
day ; * on which times they make no use of th«r aims, nor 
meddle with husbandry, nor take care of any affidrs of life, 
^ut spread out their hands in then: holy places, and pray till 
the evening. Now it came to pass, that when Ptolemy the 
son of Lagus came into this city with his army, that these 
men, in ooserving this mad custom of theirs^ instead of 
guarding^he (uty, suffered their country to submit itself to a 



* A gtorioaa tsMimoDsr this «f Ow «lMtvrtioB of Ifae fiakhnk bf As Jon* 
SaeAntiq.B. x?i. eh. u. i«t. 4 ; ch.yLiect2; tbs iift> SNt. *4 ; sad Wlff^ 
B« It. dk is. Mct. 18. 
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bitter lord ; and dieir law* was openly prored to have eom* ^ 
marided a foolish practice. This accident tau^t all other 
men but the Jews to disregard such dreams as these were,' 
and not to follow the Kke idle suggestions deliyered as a law, 
when^ in €uch uncertainty of human reasonings, they are at 
a loss what they should do.** Now this our procedure seems 
a ridiculous thing to Agatharcides, but will appear, to such 
as consider it without prejudice, a great thing, and what de- 
served a great many encomiums ; I mean, when certain men 
constantly prefer tlie observation of their laws and their 
reli^on towards Grod, before the preservation of themselves 
and their country. 

^. Now that some writers have omitted to mention our 
nation, not because they knew nothing of us, but because 
they envied us, or for some other unjustifiable reasons, I 
think I can demonstrate by particular instances ; for Hieroni* 
mus, who wrote the history of [Alexander's] successors, lived 
at the same time with Hecateus, and was a friend of king 
Antigonus,' arid president of Syria. Now it b plain that He- 
cateus wrote an entire book concerning us, while Hieronimua 
never mentions us in his history, almough he was bred up 
very near to the places where we live. Thus different from 
one another are the inplinations of men; while the one 
thought we deserved to be careftilly remembered, as some 
ilUdisposed passion blinded the other^s mind so entirely that 
he could not discern the truth. And now certainly the fore* 
lining records of the Egyptians, and Chaldeans, and Pheiiu 
eians, together with so many of the Greek writers, will be 
sufficient for the demonstration of our antiquitT* Moreover, 
besides those forementioned, Theophilus and Tneodotus, ana 
Mnaseas, and Aristophanes, and Hermogenes, Euhemerus 
also, and Conon, ana Zopyrion, and perhaps many others, 
(for I have not lighted upon all the Greek books) have made 
distinct mention of us. It is true many of the men before 
mentioned have made great mistakes about the true accounta 
of onr nation in the earliest times, because they had not 
penised our sacred books ; yet have they all of them afforded 
tbeir testimony to our antiquity, concerning which I am now 
treating; However, Demetrius Phalereus, and the eider 
PhUo, with Eupolemus, have not greatly missed the truth 
about our affiurs ; whose lesser mistakes ought therefore to 
be for^ven them ; ffH* it was not in their power to under* 
stund our writings with the utmost accuracy. 
' 114. One particular there is still remaining behipd of what 
I at' first ppopo$ed to speak to, and that is, todemolistfate 

4 Notilieir law, bat th^ supersticiona Intemretation of tb«r l^«4frf, ^Kkh 
neither tho M«caib«es oor our messed Sftviour cud ever approve of. 
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that those calumnies and reproaches which some have throwtt 
upon our nation, are lies, and to make use of those writers? 
own testimonies aii^inst themselves ; and that in general thia 
self-contradiction hath happened to many other authors, hy 
reason of their ill will to some people, I conclude is not un- 
known to such as have read histories with sufficient care ; for 
some of them have endeavoured to disgrace the nobility oi 
certain nations, and of some of the most glorious cities, and 
have oast reproaches upon certain forms of government. 
Thus hath Theopompus abused the city of A^ens, Poly- 
erates that of Laoedemon, as hath he that wrote the Tripo. 
liticus (for he is not Theopompus, as is supposed by some) 
done by the city of Thebes^ Timeuft also hath greatly abused 
the foregoinjg people,. and others also; and this ill treatment 
they use chiefly when they have a contest with men of the 
^eatest reputation;, some out of envy and malice, and others 
as supposing that, by this foolish talking of theirs, they may 
be thought worthy of being remembered themselves ; and in- 
deed they do by no< means fail of their hopes, with regard to 
the fooli^ part of mankind, but men of sober judgment still 
condemn them of great mali^ty. 

35. Now the Egyptians were the first that cast reproaches 
upon us ; in order to please which nation, some others under- 
took to pervert the truth, while they would neither own that 
our foreiathers came into Egypt from another country,^ as the 
fact was, nor give a true account of our departure thence. 
And indeed the Egyptians took many occasions to hate us 
and envy us : in the nrst place, because oi» ancestors * had 
bad the dominion over their country^ and when they were 
delivered from them, and gone to tneir own country again^ 
they lived th&re in prosperity. In the next place, the dif- - 
ference c^ our religion from theirs hath occasioned ^reat 
enmity between us, wliile our way of divine worship did as 
much exceed that which their laws appointed, as aoes the 
nature of God exceed that of brute beasts ; for so far they all 
agree through the whole country, to esteem such animals as 
gods, although thev differ from one another in the peculiar 
worship they severally pay to them. And certainly men they 
are entirely of vain ana foolish minds, who have thus accus* 
tomed themselves from the beginning to have such bad no. 
tions concerning their ^ods^ and could not think of imitating 
that decent form of dmvie worship which we made use ol^ 
though, when they saw out institutions approved of by many 
others, they could not but envy Ms on that account; for some 
pf them have proceeded to that degra« of foUy and meanness 

* The Phenidan shepherds, whom Jooephus mtftook fbr A^ InicHlxs^ Sm 
Ibenoieon sect. 16. 
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in tbeir conduct, as not to scruE^e to contnidict thekr^wa 
ancient veooftds ; nay, to contraoict themselves also in theii: 
writings; and yet were so bUnded by thdr passions as not 
to discern it 

26. And now I will tumf tny discourse to one of th^ prin- 
cipal writers, whom I have a little before made use of as a 
witness to our antiquity; I mean Manetho.* He promised 
to interpret the Egyptian history out of their sacred writings, 
and premised this^ tnat ^^ Oar people had come into £gypt» 
many ten dieusands in number, ana subdued its inhabitants;"^ 
and when he had farther confessed that ^^ we went out of that 
ooiratry afterward, and settled in that country which is now 
called -Judeiij .and there built Jerusalem and its temple.*" 
Now thus far be followed Jiis ancient records ; but after this 
he permits himself, m order to appear to have written what 
rumours and reports passed abroaa about the Jews, and intro- 
duces mcredifale narrations, as if he would have the Egyptian 
multitude, that hud the leprosy and other distempers, to have 
been mixed with ns, as he saj» they were, and that they were 
oondeflined to ijr out of Egypt together ; for he mentions 
Amenophis, a fictitious king^s name, thoqgh on that account 
he durst not set down the number of years of his reign, which 

Jet he had acurately done as lothe other kin^ he mentions: 
e then ascribes certain fieibulous stories to this king, as hav. 
ing in a manner forgotten how he had already rewed that 
the departure of the shepherds for Jerusalem had been five 
hundred and aghteen years before ; for Tethmosis was king 
when thej went away. Now, frcnn his da/s» the neims of the 
intermediate kings, according to Maijietho, amount^ to three 
hundred and ninety-rthree yeai^ as he says himself, till the two 
brothers, Sethos and Hermeus ; the one of which, Sethos, 
was called by that other name of Egvptus^ and the other, 
Hemmis, by that of Danaia. He also says, that Sethos 
east the other out of Egypt, and reigned fifty-nine years, as 
•did his eldest son Rhampses, reign iuler him sixty-aix years. 
When Manetho, therefore, had acknowledged that our fore* 
&thers were gone out of Egypt so many years ago, he intro^ 

** I» Kidiog (his flmd the lemnning teetioDi af (hit iMOk, and tome pvtt 
«f die neztf 'ODe mmj etiiljr peroehre that om ufiudly oool a&d ouidid aiuhoi^ 
Joa^husy WM too h^hlydTended with the impudent calumnies of ManciUi(^ 
and the other bitter enemies oi the Jews, with whom he had now to ded, and 
waa thereby betrayed into a greater beat and pasaioD than ordinary ; and 4lnt by 
conaeqiieoce he doaa not here reason with faia usual fiutoess and impartialityi 
be asams to depart sometimes ftom .the brevity and sincerity of a iaithful hiv 
toiian, which is his grand character, and indulges the prolixity and colours of a 
vleader and a disputant : accordingly, I eonfins I always read these sections with 
lasa pleaaure than I do the laat «f his writings, though I fully bidieve the le- 
imMchea cast on the Jews, which he here endcafouta to confute and expose, 
were whoUy gooupdlcss and unieasonable. 
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^ces hh fictitkMi^kidg, AttieiiGf>hii, and MyisthtiB : V Xkis' 
king was desirous to become a spectator of the godsy as had 
Onis, one of his predecessors in that kiagdom^ desired the 
liame before him; ne also communicated that his desire to his 
nditiesake Amenophis, who was the son of Papis, and one 
that seemed to partake of a divine nature^ both as to wisdom 
and the knowledge of futurities.^ Manetho adds, ^^ how this 
nattiesake of his told him' that he might see the gods, if he 
would clear the whde country of the lepers, and of the other 
impure people: that the king was pleased with this injunction, 
and got together all that had any defects in their bodies out 
of Egypt, and that their number was eighty tho(»aiid, whom 
he sent to those quarri^ which are oa the east «de of the 
Nile, that they might work in them, and might be separated 
from the rest of the Egyptians." He says farther, that ** There 
were some of the learned priests that were polluted with the 
leprosy; but that still this Amenophis, the wise man and the 
propheti was afraid that the gods would be angry at him and 
at the king, if there shouhf appear to have been vicdence 
offered them ; who also adc^ this farther [out of his sagacity 
about futurities! that certain peo[^ would come to the astiat- 
ilnce of these polluted wretches, and would conquer £gypt» 
and keep it in their possession thirteen years: that, however, 
he durst not tell the king of these things^ but that.he left a 
writing behind him about sil those matters^ and then slew 
himself, 'which made the king disconsolate.^ ■ After which he 
writes thus verbatim : " After those that were sent to work in 
the quarries had continued in that miserable state for a long 
while, tlie king was desired that he would set apitrt the dty 
of Avaris, which was then left desolate of the shepherds, fen; 
their habitation and protection ; which desire he granted 
them. Now this cnty^ according to the ancknt theology, was 
Trypho^ city. But when these men were gotten into it, and 
found the place fit for a revolt, theyr appointed themselves 
a ruler out of the priests of Heliopohs, whose name was 
Osarsiphf and they took their oaths that they would be 
obedient to him in all things. He then, in the first place, 
made this law for them, that they should neither worship the 
Egyptian gods, nor shouM abstain from any one of ^ose 
sacred animals which they have in the highest esteem, but 
Hill and destroy th^m all; that they should loin themselves to 
nobody but to those that were of this confeaeracy. When he 
had made such laws as these, and many more such as were 
mainly opposite to the customs of the Egyptians,* he gave 

* Thu IB a /very valuable tetdmony «f Manetho, <bat the hwi ttf OHisi]^, 
or Moses, were not made in compliante whb, but in opposition to Uie coatem 
of the Egyptians. See the note on Aotiq. B. iiL d). viii. acet. 8. 
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tmkr thtt tketf skottld mle the nbuUitUda of the hapds they 
h9id in bniidiDg vaU» dbett£ their cit^^ and make theop^lve^ 
ready fer a war widi kiafip Amenophis ;^ while h^ did himself 
lake iiijt# his frieiukhip the other priest»aad thoee that were 
polluted with thetn, fttid etot anlbassadors to those shepherds 
who had been dtivtn out of the land by Tethmosis to the cijty 
xxiUed Jtruiciim); whereby be informed them of his own af- 
iatrs, and of the aCiate oi those oth^s that had been treated 
«fttt suck am igaoasinious manner^, and desired that, they 
abould come wim ooe oonsent to bis assistance in this war 
acittast Egypt. He aleo promised that he would, in the first 
|Nac6, farm^ liiem haoh to their ancient city sod country 
Avarisy and provide a jdentiful oDMntenance for their miilti* 
tude ; Umt he woukl protect them and fight for them as oc* 
tJamo shduld rtqu^ and would easily reduce the country 
under their dominioa. These shepherds were a|l very glad 
<>f thia message^ and came away with alacrity altogether, being 
in nujnba: two hundred thousand men, and in a little time 
4hey ctaie to Araris. And now Amenophis, the king of 
£g77^ ^t^ ^^ beinj^ informed of their invasion, was in 
great conftlision^ as calmig to mind what Amenophis the son 
of Papis had foretold him ; and, in the first place, he assem* 
bled tne milltitude of the Egyptians,^ and took counsel with 
their leaders, and sent for their sacred animals to ,him, espe- 
«udly for those that were principally wordiipped in the ten^ 
pies ; and gave a particular charge to the jpnests distinctly, 
that they should hide the images of their gods with the 
utmost care. He abo sent his soq Sethos, who was also 
fiamed SatMssesy from his father Rharopses, beinc but fiv<r 
years old, to a friend of his. He then passed on with the rest 
o£ the Eeyntiaas, being three hundred thousand of the most 
warlike cs them, against the enemy, who met them. Yet did 
he not join battle with them ; but thinking that would be to 
fight against the gods, he returned back, and came to Mem- 
phis; wherehe took Apis and the othei^ sacred animals which 
lie had sent for to him, and presently marched into Ethiopia, 
together with his whole army and multitude of Egyptians; 
for the king of Ethiopia was under an obligation to him, on 
which account he received him, and took care of all the muU 
iitude that was with him, while the country supplied all that 
was necessary for the food of the men. He also allotted cities 
and villages for this exile, that wias to be from its begimung 
during those £itally determined thirteen years. Moreover, he 
fMtched a camp for his £thio|Maa army, as a guard to king 
Amenophis, upon the borders of Egypt And. this was tli^ 
•tate of things m Ethiopia. £ut fortbe peimle.of Jei^usalem,^ 
when they came down together with Uie polluted Egyptians, 
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they treated (be men in audi a baHbaroiig manner, diat those 
who saw how they subdued the fbrementioBed oountrf , and 
the horrid wickedness they were guilty of, thought it a most 
dreadful thing; for they did not only set the cities and villages 
on fire, but were not satisfied till they had been guilty of sa- 
crilege, and destroyed the images of the gods, and used them 
in roasting of those sacred animals that used to be worshipped, 
and forced the priests and prophets to be the executioners 
and murderers of those animals, and then ejected them naked 
out of the country. It was also reported that the priest who 
ordiuned their polity and their laws was by birth of Helio- 
polis, and his name Oaarriph^ from Osyris, who was the god 
of Heliopolis ; but that, when he was gone over to these peo- 
ple, his name was changed, and he was called MoU9,^ 

Sn. This is what the E^ptians relate about the Jews, with 
much more, which I omit for the sake of brevity. But still 
Manetho ^es on, that <^ After this Amenophi^ returned back 
from Ethiopia with a great army, as did nis son Rhampses 
with another army also; and that both of them joined battle 
with the shepherds and the polluted people, and beat them, 
and slew a great many of them, and pursued them to the 
bounds of Syria."** These and the like accounts are written 
by Manetho. But I will demonstrate that he trifles, and tells 
arrant lies, after I have made a distinction which will relate 
to what I am gcnng to say about him; for this Manetho had 
granted and confessed that this nation was not originally 
Egyptian, but that they had come from another country, and 
subdued Egypt, and tnen went away again out of it. But 
that those Egyptians who were thus diseased in their bodies 
were not mingled with us afterward, and that Moses who 
brought the people out was not one of that company, but 
lived many generations earlier, I shall endeavour to demon- 
strate from Manetho^s own accounts themselves. 
- S8. Now, for the first occasion of this fiction, Manetho 
supposes what is no better than a ridiculous thing ; for he 
says that '^ King Amenophis desired to see the gods."" What 
gods, I pray, did he desire to see? If he meant the gods whom 
their laws ordained to be worsliipped, the ox, the goat, the 
crocodile, and the baboon, he saw them already ; but for the 
heavenly gods, how could lie see them, and what should oc 
casion this his desire ? * To be sure it was because another 
king before him had already seen them. He had then been 
informed what sort of gods they were, and after what manner 
they had been seen, insomuch that he did not stand in need 
of any new artifice for obtaining this sight. However, the 
prophet, by wiuye pieans the ung thought to compass his 

• G/T. " by JupiJcr.*' 
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design, was a wise mail. If so, how came lie not to know 
thot'Stieh fan desbe was impossible to be aceompHsbed? fiir 
the event did not succeed. And what i»«tenoe could there 
be to suppose that die cods would not be seen by reason 
of the peoples'* maime in their bodies or leprosy? for the gods 
are not angry at the imperfection of bodies, but at wicked 
practices : and as to eigh^ thousand lepers, and^diose in an 
dl state alao, how is it possible to have them gathered toge- 
ther in one day ? may , how came the king not to comply with 
the prophet? for his injunetioQ was, that those who were 
maimed shoald be expelled out of Egypt, while the king only 
sent them to work in the quarries, as if be were rather in 
want of labourers than intended to pur^ his country. He 
says fiBUther, that *^ this prophet slew himself^ as foreseeing 
die araer of the gods, and those events whieh were to come 
upon Egjqpt afterward ; and that be left this predictbn for 
the king in writing.**^ Bendes, how came it to pass that this 
prophe t did not foreknow his own death at the first ? nay, 
Bowcamehenot to contradict the king in his desire to see the 
cods, immediatdy ? how came that unreasonable dread upon 
him oi judgments that were not to happen in b» liie>time? 
or what worse thin^ could he sufier, out of the Hear of which 
be made haste to kill himself ? But now let us see the silliest 
diing of all: the kinff , although he had been infcmned of these 
Aings, and terrifiea with the fear of what was to come, yet 
did not he even then eject these maimed people out of his 
country, when it had been foretold lum that he was to clear 
"Egypt of them; bat, as Manetho says, '^ He then, upon their 
request, gave them that dty to inhabit wfakh had formerly 
belonged to the shepherds, and was called Avaris; whither 
when they were gone in crowds,^ he says, ^ they chose one 
diat had forraerfy been priest of Heliopolb; and that this 
priest first ordmned that they should neither worship the gods, 
nor abstidn from those animals that were worshipped by die 
Egjrptians, but diould kill and eat them all, and should assou 
date with nobody but those that had conspired with them ; 
and that he bound the multitude by oaths to be sure to con. 
tinue in those laws ; and that when be had built a wall about 
A^^aris, he made war against the king.^ Manetho adds also, 
that ^ This priest soit to Jerusalem to invite that people to 
eorae to his assbtance, and promised to give them Avaris ; 
Inr that it had belonged to the forefathers of those that wene 
coining from Jerusalem; and that when diey were come they 
made a war immediately against the king, and got possession 
of all Egypt."" He says also, diat '< The Egyptians came 
with an army of two hundred thousand men, and that Ame- 
ncqihis the king of Egypt, not thinking that he ought to fight 
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mitted Apia and certain btner of their aaoeed ammals to the 
priests, md ooauBanded them to. take care* of presenring 
them.^ He says farther, that ** The people of Jeni^deBU came 
accordingly upon the Egyptiatts, and overthrew their cities^ 
and burnt their temples, and slew their horaemen, and in short 
abstained from no sort of wickednett nor barhatity. And £9r 
that priest who settled their polity and thor laws,^ he saya 
^* he was by birth of Heliopoiis, and his name was Osarsiphj 
from Osyris, the cod of Heliopolk, but that he changed ciis 
name, and called himself Mose&^ He then says, Chat ** On 
the thirteenth year afterward, Amenophis, aoeording to the 
fatal time of the duration of his misfortunes, came upon them 
out of Ethiopia with a great ^rmyi and joining battle with 
the shepherds and with the polluted people, overcame them 
in battle, and slew a great many of them, and pursued them 
as far as the bounds of Syria.^ 

S9* Now Manetho does not reflect upon the improbahBity 
of his lie ; for the leprous people, and the mukitude that was 
with them, although they might formerly have been angry at 
the king, and at those that had treated tliem socoarBely^ and 
this according to the prediction of the prophet; yet oertunly, 
when they were come out of the mines, and had leodved of 
the king a city, and a country, they would have grown milder 
towards him. However, had they ever so much hated him 
in particular, they might have laid a private plot against him. 
self, but would hardly have made war against all the Egjrp* 
tians ; I mean this on the account of the great kindred toey^ 
who were so numerous, must have had among them. Nay 
still, if they had resolved to fight with the men, they would 
not have had impudence enou^ to fight with their gods; nor 
would they have ordained laws quite contrary to those of their 
own country, and to those in which they had been bred up 
themselves. Yet are we beholden to Manetho, that he does 
not lay the principal charge of this horrid transgression upon 
tiiose that came from Jerusalem, but says that Uie Egyptians 
themselves were the most guilty,. and that thev were their 
priests that contrived tliese things, and made tne multitude 
take their oaths for doing so. But still, how absurd is it to 
suppose that none of these people's own relations or friends 
should be prevailed with to revodt nor to undergo the hazards 
of war with them ? while these polluted peoile li^ere forced 
to send to Jerusalem, and bring their auxiliaries from thenoe. 
What friendship, I pniy, or what relation was there formerly 
between them that required this assistance ? On the contrary, 
these people were enemies, and greatly difiered from them in 
their customs. lie says indeed^ that they complied imme* 
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^^tely, upoft their {N^minig them that they should ccmquer 
l^ypt; as if they did not themselves very well know that 
country out at which they had been driven by force. Now 
had these men been in want, or lived miserably^ perhaps they 
might have undertaken so hazardous an enterprise ; but as 
they dwelt in a hi^py ^tv, and had a large eonstry, and one 
better than Egypt itself , how came it about that, for the. sake . 
of these that mia of old been their enemies,, of those that weiie 
maimed in their bodUes, and of those whom none of their 
own relations wvuld endure, they should run such hazards 
in asfflsting them ? For they eould not foresee that the king 
would run away firom^them : qoei the contrary he saith himself 
that *^ AmenopWs son had three hundred thousand men with 
him, and met them at Felusium.'^ Now to be sure, those 
that came could not be ignorant of this ; but for the king^s 
repentance and flight, how could they possibly guess at it? 
He then says, that ^' Those who came from Jerusalem, and 
made this, invasion, got the granaries of Egypt into their pos- . 
session, and perpetrated many of the most horrid actions 
there.^ And thence he reproaches them, as though he had 
not himself introduced them as enemies, or as though he 
mij^ht accuse such as were invited from anothor place for so 
doing, when the natural Egyptians themselves had done the 
. same things before their coming, and had taken oaths so to 
do. However, ^^Amenophis, some time afterward, came upon 
them, and coilquered them in battle, and slew his enemies^ 
and drove them before him as far as Syria ;^ as if Egypt 
were so easily taken by people that come from any place 
whatsoever, and as if those that had conquered it by war, 
when they were informed that Amenopbis was alive, did nei* 
ther fortify the avenues out of £thio|na into it, although they 
had great advantages, for doing it, nor did get their other 
forces ready for their defence ; but that *^ he followed them 
Over the sandy desert, and slew them as far as Syria ;"" while 
yet it is not an easy thing for an army to pass over that coun-. 
try, even without fighting. 

^0. Our nation therefore, according to Manetho, was not 
derived from Egypt, nor were any of the Egyptians minted 
with us, For it is to be supposed that many of the leprous 
and distempered people were dead in the mines, since they 
had been there along time, and in so ill a condition ; many 
others must be dead in the battles that happened afterward, 
and more still in the last battle and flight after it. 

31. It now remains that I debate with Manetho about 
Moses. Now the Egyptians acknowledge him to have been 
a wonderful and a* divine person ; nay, they would willingly 
lay claim to lum themselves, though after amost abusive ana 
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incredible manner; and pretend that he was of Heliopolis, 
and one of the priests of that place, and was ^eeted out of 
it among the rest, on account ot his leprosy ; althowh it had 
been demonstrated out of tbeit records, that he fired five 
hundred and ei^teen years earlier, and then brought our 
foreiathers out c^ Egypt into the country that is now inha- 
bited by us. But now that he was not subject in his body to 
any such calamity, is evident from what he himself teUs us: 
for he forbade those that had the leprosy either to continue 
in a city or to inhabit in a village, but commanded that they 
should go about by themselves with thdr clothes rent; and 
declares that such as either touch them, or live under the 
aame roof with them, should be esteemed undean ; nay more, 
if any one of their disease be healed, and he recover his na- 
tural constitution again, he appointed than certain purifica- 
tions, and washings with spring water^ and the shaving off 
all their hair; and enjoins that they shall offer many sacri. 
fices, and those of several kinds, and then, at length, to be 
admitted into the holy city ; although it were to be expected 
that, on the contrary, if he had been under the same calamity, 
he should have taken care of such persons beforehand, and 
have had them treated after a kinder manner, as affected with 
a concern for those that were to be under the like nusfortunes 
with himself. Nor was it only those leprous people for whose 
sake he made these laws, but also for such as should be 
maimed in the smallest part of their body, who yet are not 
permitted by him to ofiiciate as priests ; nay, althouffh any 

Eriest, already initiated, should have such a calamity fSi upon 
im afterward, he ordered him to be deprived of his honour 
of ofiiciatin^. How can it then be supposed that Moses 
should ordain such laws against himself, to his own reproach 
and damage who so ordained them ? Nor indeed is that other 
notion of Manetho^s at all probable, wherein he relates the 
change of his name, and says, that ^^ he was formerly called 
Osarswh ;^ and this a name no way agreeable to the other, 
while his true name was MouseSf and eognifies a person who 
is preserved out of the water; for the Egyptians call water 
MoU. I think, therefore, I have made it sufficiently evident 
that Manetho, while he followed his ancient records, did not 
much mistake the truth of the history ; but that when he had 
recourse to fabulous stories, without any certain author, he 
^ther for^^ them himself, without any probability, or else 
gave credit to some men who spake so out of th^ ill will 
to us. 

dS. And now I have done with Manetho, I will inquire in* 
to what Cheremon says. For he also, when he pretended to 
write the Egyptian history, setsdown the same name for this 
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kiog that Manetbo did, Amenophis, as also of his son Ra* 
messes^ and then goes on thus: '^ The ffoddess Isis appeared 
to Ainenophis in bis sleep, and blamea htm that her temple ' 
had been demdished in the war. Bnt that PhritiphanteS) 
the sacred scribe, said to him, that in case be would purse 
Egypt of the men that had pollutions upon them, he snould 
be no longer troubled with such frightful apparitions : that 
Amenophis accordingly diose out two hundred and ifty 
thousand of those that were thus diseased, and cast them out 
of the country : that Moses and Joseph were scribes, and 
Joseph was a sacred scribe : that their names were Egyptian 
iHriffinally ; that of Moses had been TiHtheUf and that of Jol 
se]^ Peieseph : that these two came to Pelu^um, and lighted 
upon three nundred and eighty thousand that had been kit 
tnere by Amenophis^ he not being willing to carry them into 
Egypt : that these scribes made a league of friendship with . 
them, and made with them an expedition against Egypt : that 
Amenojd^ could not sustain thar attacks, but ned into 
Ethiopia, and left his wife with child behind him, who lay 
conc^ed in certain caverns, and there brought forth a son^ 
whose name was Messene ; and who, when be was grown up 
to man^s estate, pursued the Jews into Syria, bemg about 
two hundred thousand men, and then reoeiTed his faAer 
Amenoj^is out of Etbiqpia.^ 

SS. This is the account Cheremon ^ves us. Now I take 
it for granted, that what I have saia already hath plainly 
proved the falsity <^both these narrations ; for nad there beett 
any real truth at the bottom^ it was imposdUe diat they fihould 
so greatly disagree about the particulars^ Bnt for those that 
invent lies, what they #rite will easily give us very different 
accounts, while they forge what they please out of their own 
heads* Now Ifanetho says, that the king^s desire of seeing 
the gods was the ongm at the gectbn of the polluted peo^ 
pie ; but Cheremon feigns that it was a dream of his own, 
Sent upon him by Isis, that was the occasion of it. Manetho 
says, tnat the person who fcnreshewed thra pui^tion of BgTfpt 
to the king was Amenophb; but this man says it was rnri- 
tiphantes. As to the numbers of the multitude Ihat were 
expelled, they agree exceedingly well,* the fiumer reckoning 
them eighty thousand, and the latter about two hundred ana 
fifty thousand. Now for Manetho, he describes these pc4- 
luted persons as s^t first tp work in the quarries, and says, 
that imer that the city Avaris was given them for their hatn* 
tation. As also he relates that it was not till after they bad 
made war with the rest of the Egyptians, that they invited 
the people of Jerusalem to come to their assistance ; while 

* Br wtj of ifonj, I fuppotfr 
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Chetwmad fosp oiily, that tbej wdre gone out of Egypt and 
lighted upon three hundred and eighty thousand men about 
Pelusium, who had been left there oy Amenophis, and so 
they invaded Egypt with them again; that thereupon Ame* 
nophis fled into Etniopia. But then^ this Cheremon commits 
a most ridiculous blunder in not informing us who this army 
of so many ten thousands were, or whence they came ; whe« 
ther they were native Egyptians, or whether they came from 
a foneign country. Nor indeed has this man, who forged a 
dream from Isis about the leprous peopk, assigned the reason 
why the king would not bring them into Egypt Moreover, 
Cheremon sets down Joseph as driven away at the same time 
with Moaes, who yet diea four generations^ before Moses ; 
which four generations make almost one hundred and seventy 
years. Besides all this, Ramesses, the son of Ameficmhis, 
by Manetho^s account, was a young man, and assisted his 
father in his war, and leflt the country at the same time with 
him, and fled into Ethiopia. But Cheremon makes him to 
tiave been bom in a certain cave after his father was deiad, 
aaid that he then overcame the Jews in battle, and drove them 
tnto Syria, being in number about two hundred thousand. 
the levity of the man ! for he had neither told us who these 
thvee hundred and eighty thousand were, nor how the four 
hundred and thirty thousand perished; whether they fell in 
war, or went over to Bamesses. And what is the strangest 
^of all, it is hot possible to learn out cyf him, who they were 
whctn he calls Jews, or to which df these two parties be ap. 
pUes that denomination.; whether to the hunared and fifty 
thdusand leprous people, or to the three hundred and eighty 
thousand that were about Pehisium. But. perhaps it wilt be 
looked upon as a sill^ thing in me to make any larger oon^ 
fulatioh of such writers as AuflSciently oooftite themselves i 
for bad they been only confuted by other men, it had been 
more tolerable. 

84. I shall now add to these accounts about Munetho and 
Cheremon, somewhat about Lyrimacbus, who hath taken the 
same topie of falsehood with ttiose fprementioned, but hath 
gone £sr beyond them in the inaudible nature( ofhis forgeries; 
wluch plainly demonstrates that he contrived them out of his 
Tirulent hatred of our m^ion. His wonk are' these: *' The 
people of the Jews being leprous and soid>by, and subject to 
certain ciher kmds of (Sstempers^ in the days of Boechoris, 
king of Egypt, they fled to the temples, and got their fbod 

* Hen we tefe tbtt JosfpbM efteemed a generatim between Joseph and Mosei 
to Im nboufc 49 9t 43 ye^rt ; • whidi, if Ukeii between the carte e|iil4rai| veU 
agives with the duration of humaa life in thoae ages. See Autlient. Bee. Part 
iL page 906, 1019, 1020. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9O0K I. A0AINSX AVION* ! 319 

ibere by hcggiog ( a^d as the numbers wem very ^reat that 

^^le fi^llen unmr these diseases, there arose a scarcity in 

iE^§;ypC. Hereupon Bocdhcorb, the king of Egypt, sent some 

to consult the oracle. of [Jupiter] Hammon aoout this acarv 

city. The god'^s answer was this, that he must purge his 

temples of impure and impious men, by expelUng them out 

of those temples into des^t places ; but as to the scabby and 

leprous people, he must drown them, and purge his teooplea, 

the sun naving-an indignation at these men's bein^ suffered 

to live ; and by this means the land will bring forth its fhntsi 

Upp<i Bocchoris's having received these oracles, he called 

for. th^r priests and the attendants upon their altars, and or*. 

dered them to make a collection of toe imptire people^ and . 

to deliver them to the sQldieni«. to carry them away into the 

desat, but to take the leproua peclple aiMl wrap them in sheets 

of lead, and let them down mto the sea. Hereujion the 

ficabby and leprous peoi^e were drowned^ and the rest were 

gpttcfn together ana sent into desert places, in order to be 

exposed to destruction. In this case they assembled theHu 

selves together, and took counael.what they should do, and 

determined that as the niobt was coming on, they shouki 

kindle fires and lamps^ and Keep watch ; that they also shouki 

fast the. next night, and propitiate the gods in order to obtain 

deliveranoe from them ; that on^he next day there was one 

Moses who advised them that they should venture upon « 

journey, and fp alonff one road, till they should come to places 

fit for habitation ; that he charged them to have no kind v». 

gards for any man, nor give good counsel to any, but always 

to advise them for the worst, and to overturn all those tenu 

pies and altars of the gods they should meet with ; that the 

rest commended wliat he had said with one consent, and did 

what they bad resolved on, and so travelled orerthe desert. ^ 

But that the difficulties of the journey being over, they came 

to a country inhabited ; and that there they abused the men, 

and plundered and burnt their tanples, and then came inta^ 

that land which is called Judeai and there they built a caty^ 

and dwelt therein, and that their citv was named Hierosyla'^ 

from this thor robbing of the temples ; but that still, upon 

the success they bad afterwards, they in time changedits de^- 

nomination, that it might not be a reproach to them, and cidl# 

ed the city Hieroaolymay and themselves Hieroao^fmiieg.'^ 

86. Now this man did not discover and mention the same 
king with the others, but feigned a newer name, and passbg 
'by the dream and the Egyptian prophet, he bnngs tnem td 
[Jupiter] Hammon, in order to gmn oracles about the scabby 
and leprous people ; for he says, that the multitude of Jews 
were gathered together at the temples. N6w it is uncertain 
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whether he ascribes this name to these lepers, or to those that 
were subject to such diseases anumg the Jews^ oaly ; for he 
describes them as a people of the Jews. What people does 
he mean ? foreigners, or those of that country ? Wliy then 
dost thou call them Jews, if they were Egyptiara^? But if 
they were, foreigners, why dost thou not tell us whence thej 
came P And how could it be that after the king had drowned 
many of them in the sea, and ejected the rest into desert 
places, there should be still so gi^at a multitude remaining ? 
Or after what manner did they pass over the desert, and get 
the land which we now dwell in, and build our cit^, and mat 
temple which hath been so famous among all mankind ? And 
besides, he ought to have spoken more about our legislator 
than by ^ving us his bare name ; and to have informal us of 
what nation he was, and what parents he was derived from ; 
and to have assigned the reasons why he uiklertobk to make 
such laws concerning the gods, and concerning matters of 
injustice with regard to men during that journey. For in 
case the people were by birth Egyptians, they would not on 
B sudden have so easily changed the customs of their coun- 
try ; and in case they bad been forei^ers, they had, for oer- 
tarn, some laws or other, which had been kept by them from 
long custom. It is true, that with regard to those who had 
ejected them, they mi^t Ilave sworn never to bear good will 
to them, and might have had a plausible reason for so doing. 
But if these men resolved to wage an implacable war agunst 
all men, in case they had acted as wickedly as he relates of 
them, and this while they wanted the assistance of idl meo^ 
this demonstrates a kind of mad conduct indeed ; but not of 
the men themselves, but very greatly so of him that teDssuch 
lies about them. He hath also impudence enough to say, 
that a name implying robbers qf the tempki ^ was riven to 
their city, and that Uiis name was afterward changed. The 
reason of which is plain, that the former name brought re* 
proachand hatred upon them in the times of their posterity, 
while it seems those that built the city thought they did 
honour to the city by giving it such a name. So we see that 
diis fine fellow had such an unbounded inclination to reproach 
us, that he did not understand that robbery of temples is not 
expessed by the same word and name among the Jews, as 
it IS among the Greeks. But why should a man say any more 
to a person who tells such impudent lies P However, since- 
this book is arisen to a competent length, I will make imother 
beginning, and endeavour to add what still remains to perfect 
my design in the following book. 

* That if the meiuiiiig of Hitrotyla in Greek, iwt ia Hebrew«. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



liiSl 



ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWS. 



FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 

AOAXUflT 

APION. 



BOOK II. 



1. In the former book, most honoured Epaphroditus, I 
ave demotistrated our antkjuitjr, and confirmed the truth of 
what I have said, from the writings of the Phenidans, and 
Chaldeans, and Egyptians. I have ijioreover produced 
tnany of the Grecian writers as witnesses thereto. I have 
bIso made a refutation of Manetho and Chereinon, and of 
certain others of our enemies. I shall now,* therefore, be- 
gin a confutation of the remaining authors who have written 
any thing against us ; ahhough I confess I have had a doubt 
upon me about Apionf the grammarian, whether I ought to 
take the trouble of confuting him or not ; for some of his 
writings contain much the same accusations which the others 
have laid against us ; some things that he hath added are very 
frigid and contemptible ; and tor the greatest part of what 
he says, it is very scurrilous ; and, to speak no more than the 
phitt truth, it shews him to be a very unlearned person ; and 
what he lays t(»ether looks like the work of a man of very 
bad morals, and of one no better in his whole life than a 
mountebank. Yet, because there are a great many men so 
very foolish that they are rather caught by such orations 
tfaatn by what is written with care, and take pleasure in re- 



The ibnMt pirt of this teoottd book it wriuw agilDit Ifae calomnleo of 
^^Wx Mdlheo, mora brieflj, •guatt the like celumnict of ApoUonky Mob. 
But after that, Josepbut leavcfl off anj more particular replj to those adTersariei 



of die Jews, and gives oa a large and excellent dewripdon and TiDdicatioD of 
that tbeeeracjr whioi was settled fbr the Jewish nation hj Moses, their great lo« 
gislator. 

+ CaBcd by Tiberias, CjMa'iwi Mvndi, the Dnim of the World. 
VOL. IV. Y 
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prdficliing other men» and cannot abide to bear them oooTw 
mended, I thought it to be necessaiy not to tet this man gor 
off without examination, who had wnttlen suck an abcusatidff 
againsit us, as if he would bring us to make wa&swer in 0pat 
court. For I also have obsenredf that many men arr ^erf 
much -delighted when they see a man who fiSrst htegtai ta le^ 
proadi another, to be hoaself exposed to contempt on ac- 
count of the vices he bath himself been gwlty of. However, 
it is not a very easy thing to go over this man^s discourse, nor 
to know pliunly what he means; ]^et does be seem, amidst a 
great confusion and disorder in ms falsehoods, to pioduoe, 
m the first place, such tbic^ as resemble what we nave ex- 
amined already, and relate to the departure of our fbrefalbers 
cmt of Egypt ; and, in the second place, he accuses those Jew* 
that are mbabitants of Alexandria ; as, in the thifid place, be 
mixes with those things sueh acousatimis as concern tne sacred 
purifications, with the other legal rites usedl in the temple. 

2. Now althoueb I canBot but think that I baveahnsady 
demonstrated, ana that abundanlly more than was necessary, 
that oar htben were not originaBy Egyptian^ nor wevr 
thence expelled, either on account of braily diseases or any 
other calunities of that sort ; yet will I bri^y take notice <tf 
what Apion adds upon that subject : for in his third book, 
which relates to the affairs of Egypt, he speaks thus : <* I 
have heard of the ancient men Zi E^pt, tliat Moses was 
ef HeliopoUs, and that he thought himself obliged to fUlow 
the f iistoms of his forefathon^ and offered his prajrers in ibe 

3>en air towards the city walls ; hytt that he reduced then 
1 to be directed towards sunririqg ; wKi<^ was i^iee*- 
able to the situation of Heliopdis. That he Ao set. up 
pillfurs instead of gnomons,* under which was represented m 
cavity like that of a boat, and the shadow that fell from th^ 
topA ml down upon that cavity, that it might go jnound about 
the Uke qourse as the sun itself gpes round in the otber.^ 
This is that woQderfMl relation whnd^ we have giv« mi by 
tbi9^eatgraffiipiurian. But that it is a lake one is to {Ima 
that It stands in need of few words to prove it, but is mans- 
. fest from the works of T^ioeei^ ; for when he erected the first 
tabernacle to God, he did himself neither give order for wj 
SMch kind of a lepreeentatioa to hf^ made at it, nor ordaapi 
that those that came after him should make such a one^ 
Moreover, when in a future age Solomon built his temfdein 
Jerusalem, he avcnded idl such needless decoralieas as Apioft 

. *TbU Menu to have been the fii«l dial that had baeBniaab ia Eglpl, and 
wai a little before the time that Ahaz made his [fint] dial in Judea, ana aboat 
Anno 7^ ia#c .fint year of the terentfa oljoniad, aa we ahaU ait mmmtStr* 
SeaSKiDiixai^Us Isa.uxTiiL8. 
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hith hare devLiecL He wyn fiurther, << How he had heard 
of the ancient men, that Moses was of Heliopolis.^ To be 
sure that was, because bans a younger man himself, he be* 
Hered those that by their elder age were acquainted aiid co»i 
versed with him ! Now this grammarian as he was could ^ 
not Certainly tell which was the poet Homer^s countiyy no 
more than he could which was the country of Pythagoras, 
who litred comparatively but a little while ago ; yet does ho 
thus easily determine the age of Moses^ who preceded them 
such a vast number of years, as depending on his ancient 
Aieii^s relation, which shews how notorious a Bar he was. 
But then as to this chronological detennination of the time 
when he says he brought the leprous people, the blind and 
the lame out of Egypt, see how well this most accurate gram« 
marian of ours agrees with those that have written befora 
him. Manetho si^s, diat the Jews departed out of Egypt 
in the reign of Tethmosis, three hundred ninety-three yeara 
before Danaus fled to Argos; Lyrimachus says it was undar 
king Boochoris, that is, one thousand seven hundred years 

Caso; Molo and some othi^rs determined it as every one 
eased ; but this Apion of ours, as deserving to be bdteved 
fore them, hath determined it esactlv to have been in the 
teventh olympiad, and the first year of that olympiad ; the 
very same year in which he says that Carthage was buUt by 
tbe Fhenicums. The reason why he added this buildms of 
Carthage was, to be sure, in order, as he thousfat, to strei^^&Q 
hie assertion by so evident a character of dironology. But 
he was not aware that this diaracter confutes his assertion t 
fbr^ if we mav give credit to the Pbenieian records as tp the 
time of the first eominff of Hmr colony to Carthage, they 
telate that Hirom their king was above a hundrnl and fifty 
yeare eariier than the bunding of Carthage; coacemii^ 
whom I have foraierly produced testimoniala out of those 
Plieoidan records ; as mo, that this Hirom was a friend of 
Solomon when be was buildhng the temple at Jerusalem!, and 
gKfB him great assistance in ms buMding: that tempke; while 
arill Sdomon himself built that temple six hundred and 
tapialve years after the Jews came out of Egypt. As for t&e 
pusnber of those that were expelled out of Egypt, he kadi 
eorttkived to haT« the very same mnnfaer with Lyirimiichss» 
mid says they were a hmxnd and ten thousand. He* thett 
aangus a certain wonderful and ptaumble occaaiaor isr the 
aiiteieof Sabbatki for hesays^ lliat '< whea the Jews liad 
CcaveUed a m days^ joumey> they had buboesm tinrgvoina;. 
and that on tlios. account it was- tliat they rested on the se«eatk 
dmy, aa hsMring getUm safely to that oounti^ which is. mom 
oaUed Judas ; fiSit tiksm ibey preserved the fanguage of the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



8S4 FLrAVIUS J08EPHUS BOOK If. 



Egyptians, aiid called that day the Sabbath ; for that : 
}tAy of buboes on their groin was named sabbaiosia by the 
Egyptians.*" And would not a man now laugh at this feU 
low^s trifling, or rather hate his impudence in writing thus P 
We must, It seems, take it for granted, that all these hun- 
dred and ten thousand men must have these buboes. But for 
certain, if those men had been blind and lame, and had all 
sorts of distempers upon them, as Apion says they had, they 
> could not have gone one single day'^s journey ; but if they 
had all been able to travel over a large desert, and beside» 
that, to fight and conauer those that opposed them, they had 
not all of them had buboes on their groins after the sixth day 
was over ; for no such distemper comes naturally and of ne- 
cessity upon those that travel ; but still, when there are many 
ten thousands* in f a- icamp together, they constantly march a 
settled space [in a day]. Nor is it at ail probable.that such 
a thing should happen by chance ; this would be prodigU 
ottsly absurd t6 be suppose^- > JHo-wever, our admirable au- 
thor Apidn had before told us. That ^^ ihey came to Judea 
in six oays^ time ;^ and again. That *' Moses went up to a 
mountain that lay between. Egypt and AraUa, which was 
called Sinaiy and was concealed there forty days ; and that 
when he came down from thence, he gave laws to the Jews.^ 
But then, how was it possible for them to tarry forty days in 
a desert place where there was no water, and at the same 
time to pass all over the country between* that and Judea in 
the six aays. And as for this grammatical translation of the 
word sabbcUhy it either contains an instance of his great im* 
pudence or gross ignorance ; for the words aabbo and sab- 
bath are widely different from one another ; for the word 
sabbath in the Jewish language denotes rest from all sorts of 
work ; but the word sabboy as he affirms, denotes among the 
Egyptians the malady of a bubo in the gnnn. 

8. This is that novel account which the Egyptian Apion 
gives us concerning the Jews^ departure out of Egypt, and is 
no better than a contrivance of his own. But why should 
we wonder at the lies he tells us about our forefathers when 
he affirms them to be of Eg3rptian original, when he lies also 
about himself? for although he was torn at Oasis in Egypt, 
he pretends to be, as a man may say, the top man of aU Um 
Egyptians ; yet does he forswear his real countty and pro^ 
genitors, and by falsely pretending to be bom at Alexanaria, 
cannot deny the pravity of his family ; for you see how justly 
be calls those Egmtians whom he nates and endeavours to 
reproach ; for had ne not deemed Egyptians to be a name of 
gn^t reproach, he would not have avoided the name of an 
Egyptian himself; as we know that those who brag of their 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOS II. AGAlKST AFlQN. 9^ 

•Qwn countries value themselves upon the denomination thej 
acquire therebyi and reprove such as unjustly lay claim 
thereto. .As for the Egyptians' claim to be of our kindred^ 
they do it on one of the following accounts : I mean either 
as they value themselves upon it, and pretend to b^ that 
lelaUon to us, or else as they would draw us in to Le {Mr- 
takers of their own infamy. But this fine fellow Apion 
seems to broach this reproachful appellation against us [thai 
we were originally Egyptians], in order to bestow it on the 
Alexandrians as a reward for the privilege they had given 
him of being a fellow-citizen with them ; be also is apprised 
of the ill-wm the Alexandrians bear to those Jews who are 
their fellow-citizens, and so proposes to himself' to reproach 
them, although he must thereby include all the other £gyp» 
tians also ; while in both cases he is no better than an impu^ 
dent liar. 

4. But let us now see what those heavy and wicked crimes 
are, which. Apion charges upon the Alexandrian Jews. 
1* They came,^ says he, " out of Syria, and inhabited near 
4he tempestuous sea, and were in the neighbourhood of .the 
dashing' of the waves." Now if the place of habitation in- 
cludes any thixig that is reproachful, tnis man; reproaches not 
his own real country [Egypt], but what he pretends to be his 
pwn country, Alexandria ; for all are agreed in this, that the 
part of that city which is near the sea, is the best part of "all 
for habitation. Nojsr if the Jews gained that part of the city 
by force, and have kept it hitherto without impeachment, this 
is a mark of their valour ; but in reality it was Alexander 
himself that gave them that place for their habitation, when 
ihey obtained ecjual privileges there with the Macedonians. 
Nor can I devise what ApioUx would have said, had their 
habitation been at Necropolis,* and not been fixed hard by. 
the royal palace {as it is] ; nor had their nation had the de- 
nomination of Macedonians given them till this very day [as 
they have]. Had this man now read the epistles of king - 
Alexander, or those of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, or met 
with the writings of the succeeding kings, or that pillar which 
is still standing at Alexandria, and contains ^ije pnvileges 
^hich the great [Julius] Csesar bestowed upon the . Jews ; 
had this man, I say, known these records, and yet hath the 
impudence to write in contradiction to them, he hath shewn- 
himself to be a wicked man : but if he knew nothing of these 
records, he hath shewn himself to be a man very ignorant : 
nay, when he appears to wonder how Jews coui4 be called 
jliexandrianSj this is another like instance of his ignorance ; 
' for all such as are called out to be colonies, although they be 

* The burial-place for dead bodict» ai X luppof e. _^ 
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ever so far reifiote from ofie another in their original, rec^tvv 
their names from those that bring them to their new habita- 
tions. And what occasion is there to speak of others, when 
those of us Jcw^ that dwell at Antioch are named AntuxM- 
&n8 because Seleocus the founder of that citj gave them the 

SriTileffes belonmg thereto ? After the like manner do thosb 
ews that inhwit Ephesus and the other cities of Ionia 
enjoy the same name wiUi those that were originally bora 
there, by the grant of the succeeding princes : nay, the kind- 
ness and humanity of the Romans hath been so great that 
it hath granted leave to dmost aU odiers to take the same 
itame of Romans upon them ; I mean not particular men 
only, but entire and large nations themselves also ; for those 
anciently named /6^, and Tyrrheni and Sabiniy are now 
ddfed Romani, And if Apion reject this way of obtaining 
the privilege d a citizen of Alexandria, let him abstain frtna 
ddling himself an Alexemdrian hereafter ; for otherwise, how 
can he Irho was bom in the very heart of E^^ be an Akx- 
atndrian, tf this wav of acc^ting such a privilege, of which 
he would have us deprived, be once abrogated ? Although 
indeed these Romans, who are now the loras of the habitable 
earth, have forbidden the £g3rptians to have the privile^ of 
any city whatsoever ; while this fine fellow, who is willing 
to partake of such a privilege himself as he is forbidden to 
make use of, endeavours by calumnies to deprive those of it 
that haw justly received it : for Alexuider did not therefore 
get some of our nation to Alexandria, because he wanted in- 
nabitaiits for this his dty on whose building he had bestowed 
so much pains ; but this was given to our people as a reward) 
becmise he had upon a careful trial found them all to have 
been men of virtue and fidelity to him ; for, as Hecateus says 
coneemii^ us, '' Alexander honoured our nation to such a 
decree, t&l, for the equity and the fidelity which the Jews 
had exhibited to him., be cermitted them to hold the country 
of Samaria firee fimn tritKite. Of the same mind also was 
Ptolemy the son of Lagus^ its to those Jews who dwelt at 
AWxandria ;^ for be entrusted the fortresses of Egypt into 
their bands, as believing ther would keep them faithfuUy 
Md valiantly for him ; and wh^ he was aesirous to secure 
^he goveniment of Cyrene and the other cities of ILybia 
to himself^ be sent a party of Jevrs to inhabit them. And 
%v his successor Ptolemy, who was called PhUadelpkuif 
jhe did not only set all those of omr nation free who were 
^»i|)itives under him, but did frequently * give money {for 

' For r«XXc«Mr, ot JrejmtnUy^ 1 would htxt r«ad «#>Jl#, a great dtatt/ 
mmiMfi ht we indMd raid both In ArifteM aod JoKphns, that tint Pfteleny 
Phifcflft^pKw ooee gaT» a way great aum of money to tedeeoi above 100,000 
JewMb captivee, but not of any lumt of money whidi he4iabn0ed on their ac« 
^e0imti^,O!tbertimM,lh|Rl1tBDilr0r. 
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ch^ rttalfloOil ; «iid» #lMt was his graitett woik of aU, Im 
had a mat oeaire cf knowing our laws, and of obtainioff 
the bodes of our sacred scriptures : accordinglj he desired 
that such men might be sent nim as miriit interpret oar lajr 
to him; and in order to have them wcucomjriled, he camp, 
nlitted that care to no ordinary petBOns, but ordained that 
Bemetrius Phalerios, and Andreas, and Aristeas; the first, 
Demetrius, the most learned person of his age, and the othera 
stich as were entrusted with the guard of his body^ should 
take the care of this matter : nor would he certainly have 
been so desirous of learning our law and the plulosophy of 
our nation, had he despisea the men that made use ot it, 09 
had he not indeed had them in great admiration. 

5. Now this Apion was unacquainted with idmest all the 
kings <^ those Maoedonions whom he pretends to have been 
bis progenitors, who were yet very well affected towards us; 
for the third of those PtcMemies, who was called Euergetti^ 
when he had gotten poseessioAof all Syria by £Eiroe, did not 
4tfbr his tbanlMfferings to the Egyptian gods for his victory, 
Amt came to Jerusalem, and, aocoraing to our own laws, o£. 
ftred many sacrifices to Grod, and dedicated to him such «fits 
MB were suitable to ^such a victory : and as for Ptolemy Phi- 
jometor and his wife Cleopatra, thev committed th»r whole 
Jtingdom to Jews, when Onias ana Dosithens, both Jews, 
whose names are laughed at by Apifm, were the generals of 
itheir whole army. ^ &it certainly, instead of reproaching^ 
lliem, he ought .to admire their jwtions, and return them 
thanks for saving Alexandria, whose citizen he pretends to 
be ; for when these Alexandrians wene makiiig war with Cieou 
patra the queen, and were in danger of being utterly ruined, 
these Jews brought them to terms of agreement, and freed 
diem from the miseries of a civil war. ^* But then,^ says. 
Apion, •<' Onias brought a small army afterward upon ii» 
city at the time when Thmnus the Roman ambassador wa» 
there present.^ Yes, do I venture to say, and that he did 
iwhtly and very justly in so<doii]|g; for that Ptokmv who waa 
eiuled I^gfseo^ upon the death of his brother Philometor, 
came from Cyrene, and would have ejected Cleopatra as well 
as her sons out ci their kiii^dom, that he might obtain it for 
himself unjustly.* For this cause then it was that Onias uihi 
4eitook a war against him on Cleopatnfs account ; nor would* 
lie desert that trust the royal famdy had reposed in him ia 
dieir distress. Aoeordingly God gave a remarkable att^ta^ 
tbn to his righteous pro^oure ; for when Ptolemy Physco^ 

* HiN b^s>B* A great dtfect in the Greek fppji bpt the old JjUin Tenioii 
ftiDy rappliei that defect. 

•f Wiiat enor b here Menaj betteved ip bate baea csmmltted hy oor Jo« 
eeplraei hi aeoibing a deBfennce of die Jewi to tfas leifli pf Ptoleoij PbrMOi ^ 



had the presumptioii to fight against Onias's amaVf an^ had 
caught aJl the Jewa that were in the. city [Alexandria] with, 
their children and wives, and exposed them nalied and in 
bonds to his elephants^ that they might be trodden upon and 
destroyed; and when he had made those elephants drunk for ; 
that purpose, the event proved contrary to nis preparations ; r 
for theae elephants left the Jews who were exposed to them« .^ 
and fell violently upon Physco's friends, ana slew a great 
number of them : nay, after this, Ptolemy saw a terrible 
ghost, which prohibited his. hurting those men; his veiy 
concubine, whinn he loved so well, some call her Ithaca and . 
others Irene, making supplication to him, that he would not 
perpetrate so great a wickedness. So he complied with her 
requeist, and repented of what he either had already done or 
was about to do ; whence it is well known, that the Alexan- 
drian Jews do with good reason celebrate this day,- on the 
account that they bra thereon been youchsafed such an evl*: 
dent deliverance from God. However, Apion, the common 
calumniator of men, hath the preaumption to accuse the Jews 
for making this war agmnst Physco^ when he ought to have 
commended them for the same. This man also makes men- 
tion of Cleopatra, the last queen of Alexandria, and abuses ua 
, because she was ungrateful to us; whereas he ought to have 
nsprov^ed ker, who indulged herself in all kinds of iiyusdce 
anxi wicked practices, both with regard to her nearest rela- 
tions, and husbands who had loved her, and indeed in general 
with regard to all the llomans, and those emperors that .were 
her benefactors ; who also had her Jsistet Arsinoe slain in a 
temple, when she had done her. no harm i mor^ver, she .had; 
her brother slain by private treachery, and she destroyed the- 
gods of her country and the sepulchres of her progenitors ; 
and while she had received her kingdom from the first Cos- 
saf, she had the impudence to rebel against his son* and suo- 
oessor : nay, she corrupted Antony with her love tricks, and 
itendered him an enemy to his country, ..add m^de him trea^ 
eherous to his friends, and [by his means] despoiled 8<xne of 
their royal authority, and forced others ip her inadne^ to act 
wickedly^ But what need I enlarge upon this head any far-, 
ther, when she left Antony in his fight 4it sea, though be were 
her husband, nod tlie £ather of their commpn chi]^en, an4 
'eompelled him to resign up his^ government with the army» 
and to follow her [into Egypt] : nay, when last of dii Csssar 

the «eTentfa of tkoie Ptolemki, which hu been vnivenally tappowd to have 
happened under Ptolemy Philopator, the fourth of them, is no better than a 
l^roas error of the moderns, and not of Josepbus, ns I have fully proved in th« 
ikuthentic Hw. Part i p. 200-804, whither I refer the ioqaisicivc render. 
* {Siifttf*a Jon, and adopted too. 
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htA taiken Alexandria, she came to that pitch of cruelty that 
«be declared she had some hope of preserving her affairs stiA, 
in case she could hill the Jews, though it were with her own 
hand; to sudi a decree of barbari^ and perfidiousness had 
she arrived. And doth any one think that we cannot boast * 
ourselves of any thinff, if, as Apion says, this queen did not 
at a time 6f famine distribute wheat among usP However, 
she at length met with the punishment she deserved. As for 
^s Jews, we appeal to the great Cassar wimt assistance we 
brought him, and what fidielity we shewed to him against the 
Egyptians^ as also to the senate and its decrees, and the epis- 
tles of Augustus Csesar, whereby our merits [to the Romans] 
are justified. Apion ouriit to have looked upon those epis- 
tles, and in particular to have examined the teadmonies ^ven 
on our behalf under Alexander and all the Ptolemies, and 
the deerees of the senate, and of the greatest Roman empe- 
rors. And if Gomanicus was not able to make a distribu- 
tion of com to all the inhabitants of Alexandria, that only 
dMwa what a bairen time it was, and how great a want there 
was then of com, but .tends nothing to the accusation of the 
Jews ; for what all the emperors have thought of the Alexan^ 
diiaa Jews is well known ;.for this distribution of wheat was 
no otherwise omitted with regard to the Jews than it was 
with regard to the other inhabitants of Alexandria. But .they 
still were desirous to preserve what the kings had formerly 
intrusted to their care, I mean the custody of the river; nor 
did those kings think them unworthy of having the entire 
custody thereof upon all occasions. > 

6. ]3ut besides this, Apion obiects to us thus : *^ If the 
Jews,^ says he, *^be citizens of Alexandria, why do they not • 
worship the same gods with the Alexandrians?^ To which I 

£*ve this answer : Since you are yourselves Egyptians, why 
> you fight it out one against another, and have implacable 
wars about yolir religion ? At this rate, we must not call you 
all E^vptianSf nor indeed in general men ; because you breed 
up witn great care beasts of a nature quite contrary to, that i 
of men,* although the nature of all men seems toi)e one and 
the same. . Now if there be such differences in opinion 
among you £g3rptians, why are you surprised that those who 
came to Alexanaria from another country, and had ori^nal 
laws of their own before, ^ould persevere in the observance 
of those laws P But stiU. he char^es.us with bebg the authors 
of sedition ; which accusation, if it be a just one, why is it 
not laid against us all, unce we are known to be all c2f one 
mind ? Moreover, those that search into sudi matters will 
soon discover that the authors of sedition have been such 
citizens of Alexandria as Apion is ; for while tb^y were tlic 
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Qicoant and Maeedodiiiii wto iMiPe in poisnfeibn of tUs 
city, there was no wditiidih nowd againit ns^ and we were 
permitted to observe oar ancient soleinnities; bnt wlien die 
number of the Egypdans therein came to be oonaderablev 
the times grew oomused, and then these seditions brake out 
sdll more and more, while our people continued unoomipCed* 
These Egyptians, thereibre, were the audiors of these trou« 
bles; who, not haying the constancy of Macedonians nor 
the prudence of Grecians, indulged all of them the evil nnuw 
iiers of Egyptians, and continued their anoient hatred against 
us ; for what is l^re so presumptuously diaErged iqxm ns is 
owing to the diflerenoes that are amongst themselves ; while 
many of them have not obtained the privil^es of citizens in 
proper times, but style those who asre well known to have had 
that privilege extended to them all, no other than fbragners; 
for it does not appear that any of the kings have ever for- 
meriy bestowed those privileges of citizens upon Egyptian^ 
no more than have the emperors done h more lately ; whik 
it was Alexander who introduced ns into this city at first, the 
kings augmented our privileges therein, and the Romans hav» 
been pl^oed to preserve them always inviolable* Moreover^ 
Afnon would lay a blot upon us, because we do not eveot 
inures finr our emperors ; as if those e m perors did not know 
this before, or stood in need of Anion as iheSar drfender; 
whereas he ought rather to have aamired the mi^gnanimt^ 
and modesty of the Romans, whereby they do not cooipel 
dmse that are subject to them to transgress the laws of tbeit 
countries, but are willing to receive the honours diw to them 
after such a manner as those who are to pay them esteem 
consistent with piety and with their own laws; for they d# 
Hot thank people for conferring honours upon them, wb«i 
they are compelled by violence so to do. Acoordii^y, sinen 
the Grecians and some other nations thmk it a right tinng to 
make images; nay, when they have painted the nictnres of 
their parents, mia wives, and children, they exult for joy ; 
and some there are who take pictures tx themsdves of such 
persons as were no way related to them ; nay, some take the 
pictures of sudi servants as they were fond of. What woo- 
der is it dien, if nidi as these appear willing to psiy the same 
respect to thdr princes and lords ? But then, our IcginhHor 
hatn forbidden us to make images^ not by way of denunoa* 
tion beforehand, thi^ the Roman authority was not to be 
hciiouredy but as despismg a thing that was neither necee* 
sary nor useful lor either &xl or man ; and he fiDrbadethem, 
as we shall prove hereafter, to make these images for anv 
part of the animal creatbn, and much less for God himsdif 
who is no part of such animal creation. Yet hath ovff Iq^ 
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Wiior nowhere SaiAAiAen us to pttir lionoiirB to wordiy meii) 
provided they be of another kind!, and inferior to those we 
pay to God ; with which honotirs we willingly testify our re^ 

rto otnr emperors^ and to the people of JSome : we also 
perpetual sacrifices for them ; nor do we only offer them 
every day at the common exnenses of all the Jews, but al. 
though we offer no other such sacrifices out of our common 
expenses, no not for our own children, yet do ^e this as a 
peculiar honour to the emperors» and to them alone, while 
we do the same to no other person whomsoever. And let 
this snflioe for an answer in general to Apion, as to what he 
says with relation to the Alexandrian Jews. 

7. However, I cannot but admire those other authors who 
furnished this man with sqdi his materials ; I mean Possido- 
nins and ApoUonius [the son of] Molo,* who, while they 
«ocuse us for not worshipping the same gods whom others 
wordiip, they think themselves not guilty of impiety when 
they tell lies of us, and fiame absurd and reproacnful stories 
about our temple ; whereas it is a most shameful thing for 
freemen to forge lies on any occanon, and much more so to 
forge them about our temple, which was so famous over all 
die worid, and was preserved so sacred by us; for Apion hath 
the itnpadence to pretend, that ^* the Jews placed an ass^s 
head in their holy place ;** and he affirms, that ** this was 
discovered when Antiochus Epiphanes spoiled our temple, 
sod found that ass^s head there made of gold, and wotAi a 
mat deal of money .^ To this my first answer shall be this : 
That had there been any such thing among us, an Egyptian 
ought by no means to have thrown it in our teeth, smce an 
ass is not a more contemptible animal than *** f and goats, 
and other such creatures, which among them are gods. But 
tieades this answer, I say farther, how comes it about that 
A{non does not understand this to be no other than a palpa* 
ble lie, and to be confuted by the thing itself as utterly in. 
credible ? For we Jews are always governed by the same 
laws, in which we constantly persevere; and although many 
misfortunes have befallen our city, as the like have befallen 
others, and although Theos [Epiphanes], and Pompey the 
Oreat, and Licinius Crassus, and last of all Titus Csesar, 
have conquered us in war, and gotten possession of our tem- 
pie, yet have they none of them found any such thing there, 
nor indeed any thing but what was agreeable to the strictest 
piety ; although what they found we are not at liberty to re- 

• CaUed iifore.properlT MfeU or AptUmhu Jfo/o, aa hereafter ; lor ApoUo- 
fthu the ton of M«]o, was another pemon, aa Strabo informi ui, liK. sir. 
t FmrmtB in the Latin, which what animal it dcootci cSoft not now ap. 
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veal to other nations. But for Antiochus [Epiphanes] he 
bad no just cause for that ravage in our temple tnat he made ; 
he only came to it when he wanted monc^, without declaring 
bimself our enemy, and attacked us while we were his asso- 
ciates and his friends ; nor did he find any thing there that 
was ridiculous. This is attested by many worthy writers ; 
Polybius of Megalopolis, Strabo of Cappadocia, Nicolaus 
of Damascus, Timagenes, Castor the chronologer, and Apol- 
lodorus,* who all say, that it was out of Antiochus^s want of 
money that he broke his league with the Jews, and despoiled 
their temple when it was full of gold and silver. Apion 
ought to have had a regard to these facts, unless he had him- 
self had either an ass^s neart or a dog^s impudence ; of such 
a dog I mean &s they worship ; for he had no other external 
reason for the lies he tells of us. As for us Jews, we as- 
cribe no honour or power to asses, as do the Egyptians to 
crocodiles and asps, when they esteem such as are seized 
upon by the former, or bitten by the latter, to be happy per- 
sons, and persons worthy of God. Asses are the same with 
us which tney are with other wise men, viz. creatures that 
bear the burdens that we lay upon them ; but if they come 
to our threshing-floors and eat our corn, or do not perform 
what we impose upon them, we beat them with a great many 
stripes, because it is their business to minister to us in our 
husoandry aflairs. But this Apion of ours was either per- 
fectly unskilful in the composition of such fallacious dis- 
courses, or, however, when ne began [somewhat] better, he 
was not able to persevere in what he had undertaken, ance 
he hath no manner of success in those reproaches he casts 
upon us. 

8. He adds another Grecian fable, in order to reproach us; 
in reply to which it would be enough to say, that they who 
presume to speak about divine worship, ought not to ue ig- 
norant of this plain truth, that it is a aegree of lesslm^urity 
to pass through temples than to forge wicked calumnies of 
its priests. Now such men as he are more zealous to justify 
a sacrilegious king than tP write what is just and what is 
true about us, and about our temple ; for when they are de- 
sirous of gratifying Antiochus, and of concealing that perfi- 
'tliousness and sacrilege which he was guilty of with regard 
to our nation when ne wanted money, they endeavour to 
disgrace us, and tell lies even relating to futurities. Apion 

* It is a great pity that these six pagafi autliora, here mentioned to have 
^escril^ the famous profanation of the Jewish temple by Antiochus Epi- 
phanei, should be all lost ; I mean so far of their writings as contained that 
description; though it is plain Josephus perused them all, ai extant in his 
time 
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becomes other meirs prophet upon this occasicNd, and says, 
that ^^ Antiochus found in our temple a bed, and a piaa lying 
upon it, with a small table before him, full of dainties, from 
the [fishes of the] sea, and the fowls of the dry land ; that 
this man was amazed at these dainties thus set before him ; 
that he immediately adored the king, upon his coming in, as 
hoping that he would afford him all possible assistance ; tha^t 
he fell down upon his knees, and stretched out to him his 
right hand, and begged to be released ; and that when the 
king bid him sit down, and tell him who he was, and why be 
dwelt there, and what was the meaning of those various sorts 
of food that were set before him, the man made a lamentable 
complaint, and with sighs and tears in his eyes, .save him this 
account of the distress he was in, and said, Tnat be was a 
Greek, and that as he went over this province in order to get 
his living, he was seized upcm by foreigners, on a sudden, 
and brought to this temple, and shut up therein, and was seen 
by nobody, but was fattened by these curious provisions thus 
set before him : and that truly, at the first, such unexpected 
advantages seemed to him matter of great joy ; that, after a 
while, they brought a suspicion upon him, and at length 
astonishment, what their meaning should be ; that at last he 
inquired of the servants that came to him, and was by them 
iniormed, that it was in order to the fulfilhng a law of the 
Jews, which they must not tell him, that be was thus fed ; 
and that they did the same at & set Ume every year ; that they 
^ used to catcQ a Greek foreigner, and fat him thus up every 
year, and then lead him to a certain wood and kill hun, and 
sacrifice with their accustcnned solemnities, and taste of his 
entrails, and take an oath upon this sacrificing a Greek, that 
they would ever be at enmity with the Greeks ; and that thea 
they threw the remaining parts of the miserable wretch int9 
a certain pit^ Apion adds farther, that *Vthe man said there 
were but a few days to come ere he was to be slain, and im- 
plored Antiochus, that out of the reverence he bore to th? 
Gredan gods, he would disappoint the snares the Jews laid 
for his buNxl, and would dekver lum from the miseries with 
which he was encompassed.'" Now this is such a most trai- 
^cal fable as is full of nothing but cruelty and impudence ; 
yet does it not excuse Antiochus of his sacrilegious attemptSf 
as those who write it in his vindication are willing to sup«> 
pose ; for he could not presume beforehand that he should 
meet with any such thin^ in coming to the temple, but must 
have found it unexpectedly. He was th^efore still an inu 
pious person, that was given to unlawful pleasures, and had 
no regard to Gt>d in his actions. But [as for Apion j he hath 
done whatever his extravagant love of lying hath dictated to 
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him^ ttK it in mdst easv toldiacover bj a eotiiidemtiim df bs 
writii^gs ; for the difi^reabe of our kwB is lUibwti net to to. 
mA the Crr^ians only, but they are principally ofipbdte io 
die Egyptians^ and to idtiit other HattoAs also ; mr irflik it 
60 folk out^ that tti^n of all eoUtitries tbttib sdm^tiines otid 
abjotj^m among un, how comes it about that we take an oMb, 
ttod coniimrecmly against the d^recians^ ahd tb*t by the effu. 
ibn of ttleir blood also F Ot how ii h poMble thai M th& 
JeWI ^biiM get tOj(ether to these sacrifices, and the entHub 
of one man mould be siifltcieilt for id mmt thousands tb 
tuste of thetn, as Apion pretends ? Or why d»d not the kiti^ 
earty this man, whosoever he was, and what^bever Ma h£ 
tMae (which is not set down iti Apion^s book), il4fh giMt 
})omp bb(^k into his own countiy ? wh^ he riiigkt OnS^hf 
nave been e^teetaaed a l-eligious pe^soh bimtelf, bud k vtaj^^ 
lover of the Greeks, and micbt therebjr hare pitoeUr^ hinm^ 
ttelf gteat assistaiice from all men agathst that hatred 'At 
Jews bore to him. But I leare this mbtter ; for th^ propet- 
"imy of eotifuting fools is not to use bare %6rd8^ but to ap- 
|)eal %b «he things themselves that taake against thd^. No# 
thett, all soch as ever saw ^ ccmstnictlon c^dui^ t^nj^e^ of 
ttphkt batut« it was, know W^U enough how the purity of it 
Iras never to be profaned ; for it h^ foUr * tevefal courts, 
etecompaiised with cbisteris toutid Itbout, every one ot irhieh 
had by our law a peculiar Aegtee of sebaifation ftom the rest. 
Into ttie first tourt every body l^fts allowed to go, eten fe^ 
t^igners, and none but wosieti, during fheif eoiu^ies, i^&ct 
Inhibited to p&ss through it ^ ftll th^ Jews ^nt into th^ 
«ecotld court, ks w^ll as their wives, when they Wer^ Aee 
firbm all uncle&nness ; i^to tbe^thitd court wetit ih the Jewish 
iaen, when tfiey ttreretsklm and pUHfied; buto fhi^ fourth Went 
tiie priests, having oh their tace^dtal garmehls ; btit foir the 
lilMt sacred place, none went in but the high-priests, cbtbed 
iil their peculiar gartn^nt^. Now diere is so great taittkik 
tised about these offices c^ f efigimi, thM th^ prieM m^ «^ 
Ipoihted to go into the ti^mple but at certain ho«f*s; fo«> in tae 
inoming, at the opetling of the inner temple^ those that Are 
to officmte r^tseive the toerifices, as they db agaih at tkMn, 
till the dboi^ nre i^hut. Lastly, k is not so tnudi as kwfiil to 
iSttty any vedscl into the holy house ; nor is there any tfiing 
tb^i*era hm, tiie altat [^n^ieense], th^ table [of shewJbifead], 

^ttbttetttkitilethatilowplkitt h^ Md, t think, AOwbeiV dte, rMkdOl 

?foitfiiftbotee«(ter te«iitt|>tev.i4hal^ ^Ookfficfe, thtt i»f the iralMk 
im^ UMtoftlMBieSi^lMMl, Mkllliftt «f die piictii: ataboUipft te 
CMirt of the Women admitted of Uietnen tf nwoie onlj of the Jiuebiaidi of Aotb 
MvM that inere thfereib), iMe e&e cotnt of mi itt^n clld not admii anj womea 
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'the titeaer, and the candle^tiek, wbieh are all written in tb» 
law; for there is nothing farther there; nor are there any 
tnjrsteries performed that may not he spoken of; nor is there 
any feasting within the place. For what I have now said h 
publicly known» and supported by the testhitony of Hre whole 
people, and their operations are very mamfest ; for although 
there be four courses of the priests, and every one of them 
have above five thousand men in them, yet do they officiate 
on certian days only ; mid when those days are over, othar 
priests succeed in the oerformance of th«r sacrifices, and 
assemble together at mid-day, and receive the Veys of the 
temple, and the vessels by tale, without any thing relatbg t6 
food or drink being carried into the temple ; nay, we are ndt 
allowed to offer such things at the altar,,^exceptmg what ia 
prepared for the sacrifices. 

9. What then can we say of Apon, bat that he eitamined 
notibinff that concerned these things, while still he uttered 
incredible words about them ? but it is a great diame for a 
arrammarian not to be able to write true history. Now if he 
Cnew the purity of our temple, he hath entirely Emitted to 
take notice ^ it ; but he forges a story about the ^zing of 
a Ghrecian, about ineffable food, and tne most delicious pre- 
paration of dainties; and pretends that strangers could go 
into a place whereinto the noblest men among the Jews are 
not allowed to enter, unless they be priests. This, therefore, 
is the utmost degree of impiety, and a voluntary lie, in order 
to die delusion of those wlio will not examine into the truth 
of matters. Whereas, such unspeakable mischief^ as are 
above related have been occasioned by such calumnies that 
are raised upon us. 

10. Nay, this miracle of jnety derides us farther, and adda 
the following pretended facts to his former fable ; for he says, 
that this man related how, ** while the Jews were once in a 
long war with the Idumeans, there came a man out of one of 
the cities of the Idumeans, who there had worshipped Apollo. 
This man, whose name is said to have been Zamdus^ came 
to the JewB, and promised that he would deliver Apollo, the 
god of D<MY^ iato thttr hands, and that he would come to 
our temple, if they would all come up with him, and bring 
the whole multitude of the Jews with Aera : that J^abidds 
made him a certain wooden instrument, and put it round; 
about him, mid set three rows of lamps therein, and walkedl 
after such a manner that he appeared to those that stooc I 
a great way off him to be a kind of star wdking tipon th e 
earth : that the Jews were terribly fi^htened at m surpriri*. 
ii^ an appearance, and stood very quiet at a distance \ an d 
tmit Zabidus, while they continued so very quiet, went in^'to 
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.the holy house, aud carried off that eolden head of an asB^ 
(for so facetiously does he write) and men went bis way back 
again to Dora in great haste."" And say you so, sir ? as I may 
reply : then does Apion load the ass, that is himself, and lays 
on him a burden of fooleries and lies ; for he writes of places 
that have no being, and not knowing the cities he spealcs of, 
he changes their situation ; for Idumea borders upon our 
country, and is near to Gaza, in which there is no such city 
as Dora; although there be, it is true, a city named Doraia 
Phemcia, near Mount Carmel, but it is four days' journey 
from Idumea.* Now then why does this man accuse us, be- 
cause we have not gods in common vrith other nations ? If 
our forefathers were so easily previuled upon to have Apollo 
come to them, and thought they saw him walking imon the 
earth, and the stars with him ; for certainly those who have 
so many festivals, wherein they light lamps, must yet» at this 
rate, have never seen a candlestick ! But still it seems that 
while Zabidus took his journey over the country, where were 
so many ten thousands of people, nobody met him. He also» 
it seems, even in a time of war, found the walls of Jerusalem 
destitute of guards : I omit the rest. Now the doors of the 
holy house were seventy f cubits high, and twenty cubita 
broad ; they were all plated over with gold, and almost of 
solid gold itself, and there were no fewer than twenty | men 
required to shut them every day ; nor was it lawful ever to 
leave them open, though, it seems^ this lamp-bearer of ours 
opened them easily, or thought he opened them» as be 
thought he had the ass's head in his hand. Whether, thei^e- 
fore, he returned it to lis asun, or whether Apion took it 
and brought it into the temple again, that Antiochus might 
find it, and afford a handle for a second fable of Apion^s, is 
uncertain. 

II. Apion also tells a fidse story, when he mentions a? 
oath of ours, as if we *^ swore by Grod, the maker of the 
heaven, and earth, and sea, to bear no good will to any fo- 
reigner, and particularly to none of the Greeks.'' Now this 
liar ou^ht to have said directly, that *^ We would ^bear no 
Hood will to any foreigner, and particularly to none of the 
Egyptians.'" For then his story aix>ut the oath would have 
squared with the rest of his original forgeries, in case our 
forefathers had been driven away oy their kinsmen the Egyp- 
tians, not on account of any wid^edness they had been guilty 

* Judea in the Greeks by a groti xniatake of the transcribcn. 

^ Seven in the Greek, by a like grots mistake of the transcribers. Sea Of 
kha War, B. ▼. chap. ▼. «ect 4. 

t Two hundred in the Otedi» eontiary te the twenty in the Ww) JB. vi2i du^b 
T. pect, 3. 
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of, but on acoount of the calamities they were under ; for at 
to the Grecians, we were rather remote from them in plaee 
.than different from them in our institutions, insomuch that 
we have no enmity with them, nor any jealousy of them. On 
the contrary, it hath so happened, that many of them have 
come over to our laws, and some of them have continued in 
their observation, although others of them had not courage 
enough to persevere, and so departed from them again ; nor * 
4id any boay ever hear this oath sworn by us. Apion, it seems^ 
was the only person tliat heard it, for he indeea was the first 
composer of it. 

12. However, Apion deserves to be admired for his great 
prudence, as to what I am going to say, which is this, that 
** there is a plain mark among us, that we neither have just 
laws, nor worship God as we ou^t to do, because we are not 
governors, but are rather in subjection to Gentiles, sometimes 
to one nation, and sometimes to another ; and that our dty 
hath been liable to several calamities, while their city [Alex- 
andria] hath been of old time an imperial city, and not used 
to be in subjection to the Romans.^ But now this man bad 
better leave off his bragging; for every body but himself 
would think, that Apion said what he hath sua agninst him- 
self ; for there are very few nations that have hsd the good 
.fortune to continue many generations in the principahty^ but 
still the mutations in human affairs have put them into sub- 
jection under others ; and most nations have been often sub- 
dued, and brought into subjection by others. Now for the 
Egyptians, perhaps they are the only nation that have had 
this extraordinary jprivileg^, to have never served any of thoae 
monarchs who subaued Ana and Europe; and this on account, 
as they pretend, that the gods fled mto their country, and 
saved themselves by being changed into the shapes of wild 
beasts ! Whereas these Egyptians * are the very people that 
appear to have never, in ail the past ages, had one day of 
freedom ; no not so much as from their own lords. For I 
will not reproach them with relating the manner how the 

* This notorious divraes btlonging peeolisrly to the people of Egjpt, erer 
^ce the times of the oU prophets of the Jews, noted both sect. 4 alteedj. and 
hers, may be eonfitmed bf the testimony of ludoras, an Egyptian of Pdtt- 
. Muno, £pist. Lib. i. £p. 489. And this is a icmarlable completion of tho 
ancient prediction of God by Eselc. zzix. 14, 15, That the Egyptians shoold 
•* be a base kingdom, the basest of the kingdoms;** and that •* it should not 
exAt itself any more above the nations.*' The truth of which still farther 
appeals by tbeprassnt ob se i y ati uu of Joeepbos, that tiiese Egyptiana had never, 
la all the past ages since Sesostris, had one day of liberty ; no not so much aa 
to' have been free from despotic power under any of the monaidis to that day- 
And an thl»has been found aqnaDy true in die latter ages, under the Romans* 
Saracens, Mammalukes^ and Tvikii from the days of Josephus to the presMtt 
^gealio^ 

VOL. IT. a 
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VeMiatts used them, and this not onee enly tmt fnaay times, 
^heti'they laid their cities waste, demoHsned their temple^^ 
«iid cut <tlie thvoats cf those animals whom thej esteemed tt^ 
fbe gods; for it is not reasonable to imitate the^Sownish ig- 
^noranoe of Apion, <who hath no regard to the misfortunes of 
(the Athenians or ot the Lacedemonians, the ktter of which 
were styled by all men the most courageous, and the former 
the most religious of the Grecians. I say nothing of such 
Jiings as have been famous for pietv, particularly of tme 
of Uiem whose name was CreeuBy nor what calamities he met 
with in his life ; I say nothing of the citadel of Athens, of the 
temple at Ephesu8,'Of that at Delphi, nor of ten thousand 
others which have been burnt, down, while nobody cast re- 
proaches on those that were the sufferers, but on those thi|t 
•were the actors therein. But now we have met with Apion, 
an aociiser of our nation, though one that still ibrgets the 
fniseries of his own people, the Egyptians ; but it is that S^ 
-soetrii, who was onee so oelefavated a king of Egypt, that hath 
blinded bim : now we will not brag of our kings, David and 
'Solomon, though they conquered many nations; accordingly 
we will let them alone. However, Apion is ignorant of what 
-«very body knows, that the Egyptians were servants to the 
Persians, and afterwards to the Macedonians, when they were 
fiords of Asia, and were no better than slaves, while we have 
-enjoyed liberty former! v ; nay, more than that, have had the 
-dommion of the cities that lie round about us, and this near^ 
ly for a hundred and twenty years together, until Pompeius 
Magnus. And when all the kii^ everywhere were con- 
quered by the Romans, our aneestors were the only people 
who continued to be esteemed dieir confederates and fnends, 
•on account of thdrMefity to them. 

IS. 'But, says Apion, *^ We Jews have not had any won- 
derful men amongst us, nor any inventors of arts, nor any 
•eminent for wisdom."" He then enumerates Socrates, and 
^eno, and Cleanthes, and some others of the same sort; and, 
^4dGter all, -he adds himself to them, which is the lilost wondei-- . 
ful thin^ of all that he says, and pronounces Alexandria to be 
happy, because it hathsuch a citizen as he is in it; for he was 
tfhe fittest man to be a witness to his own deserts, althoi^b hie 
bath .appeared to all others no better than a. wicked mounta- 
bank) or a corrupt life, and ill discourses; on which account 
one may justly pity Alexandria, if it should value itself upop 
such a citizen as he is. fiut 4is to our own mani we M«e 
hiul these who have been as deserving of coramendaiion as 
any other whosoever ; and such as have perused our Anti- 
quities cannot be ignorant of them. 

14. As to the other things which he sets down as i 
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worthy, it may perhaps be the best way to let them p«ss 
without apology, that he may be allowed to be his own.ac 
CUser,aBdtheaccu8erof therestof the£|D[yptiaii8. Howiever, 
he accuses us for sacrificing. animals, ana for abstaining ttcm 
awine^s flesh, and laughs at ns for the dronmci^oii of otkr 
priry members. Now as for our slaughter of tame animals 
for sacrifices, it is common to us and to all other men : but 
this Apion, by making it a crime to sacrifice them, demcm- 
strates himself to be an Egyptian ; for had be been either a 
Greciaii or a Macedonian [as he pretends to be}, he had not 
•hewed any uneasiness at it ; for those peqple glory in saeti- 
fieing whole hecatombs to the ^pxis, and make use of those 
6acr]00es for feasting ; and yet is not the world thereby ren- 
dered destitute of cattle, as Apion was afraid would come 
to pass. Yet if all men had followed the manners of the 
E^Fptians, the world had certainly been made desolate as to 
mankind, but had been fiilleid full of the wildest sort of bmte 
beasts ; which, because they suppose them to be gods, they 
earefuUy nourish. However, it any one should ask Apkm, 
which dP the Egyptians he thinks to be the most wise and 
most pKMis of tl^m all, he would certainly aduaowledge the 
pHests to be so ; for tbe histories say, that two things were 
originally committed to their care by thetr kin^^s iajunctioBs^ 
the worship of the gods^ and the support of wisdom and phi- 
loso{^. Accordingly these priests an all ciccuoMised, and 
abstain from swine^s flesh ; nor does any one of the. other 
Egyptians asnst tliem in slaying those sacrifices they offer to 
the gods. A]Mon was therefbffe quite blinded in his mind, 
when, for the sake of the Egyptiaasy he oomrived to reproach 
us, and to accuse sudi others as not only make use of that 
conduct of life which h^ somudi abqses, but have also tau^t 
other men to be circumcised, as says Herodotus; which 
makes me think that Apion is hereby iuatly punished for his 
casting such reproaches on the laws of his own country ; for 
he was circumcised himself of necessity^ oa aooount of as 
ulcer in his privy member ; and ^^len lie received no benefit 
by such ciitsumoision, but his i^ember becasse putrid, he 
died in great torment Now men of good tempers ought to 
observe their own laws eoncemina reb^oo aceurately, and t# 
persevere therein, but not presenUy to abuse the laws of other 
nations ; while this Apion deserted his own laws, and uAd 
lies about ours. And this was the end of Apion^s life^ and 
this shall be the conclusion of our discourse about him. 

15. But now, since Apollonius Molo, and Lysimachiis^ 
imd. some others^ write treatises about our lairpver l^loses, 
and about oisr laws^ which are'neither just nor true, and this 
partly^ Qurt of i^noraooe, but chiefly ouMf itt ^all t6 us^ wbik 

a sc 
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they calumniate Moses as an impostor and deoetver, and pr^ 
^nd that our laws teach us wickedness^ but nothing, that ia 
virtuous ; I have a mind to discourse briefly, according to my 
ability^ about our whole constitution of government, and 
about the particular branches of it For I suppose it will 
thence become evident, that the laws we have given us aie 
disposed after the best manner for the advancement of piety, 
for mutual communion with one another, for a general k^e 
.of mankind, as also for justice, and for sustaining labours 
with fortitude, and for a contempt of death. And I beg of 
diose that shall peruse thi» writing of mine, to read it without 
partiality ; for it is not my purpose to write an encomium 
upon ourselves, but I shall esteem this as a most just apologv 
for us, and taken from those our laws, accordmg to which 
we lead our lives, against the many and the lying objectioBa 
that have been made against us. M<»eover, since this Apo}- 
lonius does not do like Apion, and lay a continued accusation 
a^nst us, but does it only by starts, and up and down hia 
discourse, while he sometimes reproaches us as atheiats and 
.man-haters, and sometimes hits us in the teeth with our want 
of ooprage, and yet sometimes, on the contrary, accuses us of 
too great boldness and madness in our conduct ; nay, he saj^s 
that we are the weakest of all the barbarians, and that this-is 
the reason why we are the odly people which have made no 
improvements in human life. Now I think I shall have then 
sumciently disproved all these his allegations, when it shall 
appear that our laws enjoin the verv reverse of what he says, 
and that we very carefnDv observe those laws ourselves. And 
if I be compelled to make mention of the laws of other na- 
tions that are contrary to ours, those ought desa^edlj^ to 
thank themselves for it, who hanee pretended to depreciate 
our lawB'in comparison of their own ; nor will these, I think, 
be any room after that for them to pretend, either that we 
have no such laws ourselves, an epitome of which I will 
|>resent to the reader, or that we do not, above all men^ con^ 
tinue in the observation of them. 

' 16. To begin then a sood way backward, I would ad* 
trance this in the first place, tliat those who have been 
admirers of good order, and of living under oommon lawi, 
and who began to introduce them, may well have thia testi- 
mony, that they are better than otbar men, both for modera- 
tion and such virtue as is agreeable to nature. Indeed their 
endeavour was. to have every thmg thev ordained believed to 
be very andent, that they might not be thought to imitate 
others, but mi^t appear to have delivered a regular way of 
livine to others after them. Since then thia ia we case, the 
exceUeney of a l^slator is seen in providing for the peqpkV 
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Tmng after the best manner, and in prevailing with those that 
are to use the laws he ordains for them to have a good 
^ipioion of then, and in oUiging the multitude to per^vere 
4n them, and to make no cluinges in them, neither in pros- 
perity nor adversity. Now I venture to say thatour legislator 
18 the most ancient of all the legislators whom we have any- 
where heard of; for as for the Lycarguses, and Solons, and 
Zaleiicus Locrensis, and all those legislators whic^ are so 
much admired by the Greeks, they seem to be of yesterday, 
if oomf>ared with our legislator, insomuch as the very name 
of a law was not so mudi as known in old times among the 
Greciims. Homer is a witness to the truth of this observation, 
who never uses that term in all his poems ; for indeed there 
was then no such thir^ among them, but the multitude was 

foverned by wise maxims and oy the inj unctions of their king: 
t was . also a long time * that they continued in the use of 
these unwritten customs, although they w&ee always changing 
them upon several occasions. But fat our l^islator, who 
was of so much greater antiquity than the rest ^s even those 
that speak against us upon all occasions do always confess), 
he exnibited himself to the Deoj^e as thdr best governor and 
counsellor, and included in his legislation the entire conduct 
of their Irves, and prevailed wim them to receive it, wdd 
brouffht it so to pass, that diose that were made acquainted 
widi his laws dia most carefully observe them. 

17. But let us consider his £rst and greatest work ; for 
when it was resolved on by our forefathers to leave Egypt, 
and return to their own counUy, this Moses took the many 
ten thousands that were of the people, and saved them out 
of many desperate distresses, and brought them home in 
safety. And certainly it was here necessary to travel over a 
country without water, and fall of sand, to overcome their 
enemies ; and during these battles, to preserve their children 
and their wives, and their prey ; on all which occasions he 
became an exceUent general of an army, and a most prudent 
counsellor, and -one uiat took the truest care of them all : he 
also so brought it about that the whole multitude depended 
upon Imn. And while be had them always obedient to what 
he CTjcnned, he made no manner of use of his authority for 
his own private advantage, which is the usual time when go- 
vernors gain great powers to themselves, and pave the way 
tor tyranny, and accustom the multitude to live very disso: 
lutely ; whereas, when our legislator was in so great autho- 
rity, he, on the contrary, thought he ought to have regard to 
pety^ and to shew his great good will to the people ; and by 

* T'w., Aftir the grtatait part of the world htd left off thdr obedience to God, 
Abctf orighml ^pflatot. See Scripture Foliticf, pa«eg 6, 7* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3M FhAVlVS JOBEPHU8 BOOK II; 

thi$ m«flAB be (faougbt he mi^t shew tbe great degree of vu-^. 
tue thai was in hiin» and might procure the most lasting se*' 
eurity to thoee who had made him their govetnor. Whan be 
had therefore come to such a good resolution, and had per- 
finmed such wonderful explcnts, we had just reason to look 

X ourselves as ha vine him for a divine governor and coun- 
. And when he bad first persuaded h'unsdf * that his 
actions and designs were agreeable to God^s will, he thought 
it his duty to imprint, above all things, that notion upon the 
multitude ; for those who have once believed that God is 
the inspector of their lives will not permit themselves in any 
j^n. And this is the charactor of our legislator ; he was no 
impOBtOF, no deceiver, as his revilers say, though unjustly, 
but such a one as they brag Minos -f* to have been among 
the Greeks, and other legislators after him; for some of 
them suppose that they h^ their laws from Jupiter, while 
Minos said, that the revelation of his laws was to be referred 
to Apollo and his oracle at Delphi, whether they really 
thought they were so derived, or supposed, however, that 
they oould persuade the people easily that so it was. But 
whidi of these it was that made the best laws, and which had 
the greatest reason to believe that God was their author, it 
will be easy, upon comparing those laws themselves together, 
to determine; for it is time that we come to that point. 
[] I Now there are innumerable differences in the particular 
customs and laws that are among all mankind, which a man 
may briefly reduce under the following heads : Some legis- 
lators have permitted their governments to be under monar- 
i:hies, others put them under oligarchies, and others under a 

* This iMgiiai^i, that Moffes wtitmt Uvt«v, perwaitd hhndf that what he 
4id WM acoDniing to God*i vitt, oao mean no man by Josaphui's o«n oon* 
atant notiona daewherc. than that he waa JErM^/crnniJftf, that' he had /«i^ 
satuJUd hifthtdf that bo it was. viz. by the many KTeUtions he had received 
from God, and the numerous mirades Grod had enabled him to work, as he, 
both in these very two books against Apion, and in his Antiqaitiea, tnest 
«leaxly and fraauontlv aasurea us. This ia farther evident irom sereial pai* 
sages lower, where be affirms that Moses was no impostor nor deoeiTer, and 
where he assures us that MoseB*s constitution of government was no other 
than a tfaeoeraey ; and where he says, they are to hope for delivemnce tmt of 
ihatr distrssass by prayer to God, and tbat wiihal it was owing is part to tbit 
prophetic spirit of Moses that the Jews expected a reaorrection from the dea& 
See almost as strange a use of the like words, mU^w m 6t«v, to penuade Gad, 
Antia. B. vi. eh. ▼. sect. S. 

f That is, Moses really ww, what the heathen legislators pretended to be^ 
under a divine direction ; nor does it vet appear that these pitotsnsioDS to a 
supernatural conduct, either in these legislators or oracles, were mere delusions 
of men, without any demoniacal impressions, nor that Josephus took tliem so to 
be, aa the andentest and contemporary »uthota did still believe tbem to be tn- 
pematural. 

$ This whole very large passage from [] to *«*, la corrected by Dr. Hudson, 
^ ftom Enaebiaa'a citation of it, ¥tmp. EvangiL viii. S, which la herb nst a little 
diiftrent from the present MSS. of Jm^hui. 
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T«ublican f ofm ; but our legislator bad no r^rdtoanj 
ot these fomifl, but be ordain^ our government to b^ whiKi 
by a strained exDrsssioHy may be tertned a Theocracy^* hj 
ascribipg tbe auUuMrity and the power to Grod» and by per- 
suadingallthe pe(9le to have a regard to him as the ay'tlvr 
of all the good tniags that were enjoyed either in cbmiiion)b|[ 
all mankind^ or by each one in particular, and of all that tbei 
themselves obtained, by praying to him. in their greatest di^ 
fioulties* He in&nBOysd them, that it was impd^sible to esca|^ 
<7od's observation, either in amr of our outward actions or m 
aqy ofour inward thoughts. IV^reover, he represented Qod f 
as unbegptteBy and immutable, throusrh all eternity, superior 
to all mortal conceptions in pulchritude ;. and, though kppwn 
to us by his power, yet unknown to us as to his essence. X 
do BOit now explain how these notions of God are the sen-« 
timents of the wisest among the Gvecians^ and how they 
were taught them upon the principles that b&afTorded^them. 
However, they testify,, with great assurance, that these no. 
tions are just, and agreeable to the nature of Grod, and to his 
majesty ; for Pythagoras, and Anaauigoras, and Plato, and 
the stoic philosophers that succeeded them, and ahx^ost all 

* T!iis expression itidf, eiM^crorv inniwiit ri r$y)rtpfuty That Mout or~ 
dauud tU «feiMdl g wmruwmU to be a TTheoeraiy^ mmy ht Ulnstfated by ftfau 
f$xtSld exptwucm IB tfafo ADtiqu&w^ B. Hi. ch. viiL teet 9, that «« Mot» 
left it to God to be pretest at hit K^rifices wbeo he pleased, and when hs 
^hned'to be absent.'* Both ways of speaking soimd harsh in tlie ears of Jews 
«sd GbiisliMs, a»do>8efeial otfaer# w4>icb Joftepkus uses to the heathene; bat 
ftiU thtf mt^ iwt mf iosproptr is him, wfaca he all aloBg thought ft to ae. 
commodate himself, both in his Antiquities and in these his books against 
Apion, all written £ow the use of the Greeks and Romans, to their notions and 
hiagamg^ and' this ia as Ibr as ever tratb woidd gi?e him leave. Though it be 
vssj obMrvabia withal, iftat be nefw usBi such .azpreirfoos in his bodka of the 
War, «rittflQ.ongina]ly fiir tho Jews b«yon4 Enphrates, and in thcix language, 
In aU these cases. Howeyer, Josepbus directly supposes the Jewish settlo- 
Bwnt, under Moses, to be a divine settlement, and indeed no other than a real 
TiMBnty. 

t Tbsso axesUflBl aeoomnta of the divine attrtbutes, and that God is not to 
be al all koown in his essence, as also some other dear expressions about the 
resunrction of lUe dead, and the state of departed souls, &c. in this late work 
«|i JsSBphws's, look mora like the eteked* netioDs of the Essena, or father 
EfaaoQite CbiiitiaBis than Ipf a mere Jiew or Fbariisa* Tbc fottowhig largo 
•QDOUAts abo of the laws of Moses' aeem to me to shew a r^azd to the higher, 
inteif retatiooa and improremeota of Moseses laws, derived from Jesus Christ, 
Am to the bare leMer of them in die Old Testeroent, whence alone Josepbns* 
lOfk tfacaa wbn. he wane his Antiiiailiea; nor, aa I thraK «» «»»< •r thesa 
lawsv though generally excellent in. their kind, be properly daw found cither in- 
ihe copies of the Jewish Pentateuch, or in Plulo, or in Josephua himself, be^ 
Are be became a Kazarene or Ebionite Christian, nor even all of them amdng 
tfulavi of Catholic ebrWanity' themsebws. t desire, tbeiefove, tfa» kamed 
raader to oonsider, whether soma of. these impieMmfMs or intecpretalioat 
might not be peculiar to the Essens among the J'ews^ or rather to the Na« 
aienes or Ebionites among the Christians ; though we have indeed but imper- 
ii ascoMts eT tl4DSs Kaaatine or Etnomto Christiana tranBiined down to m 
i|llhi»day. 
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the rest, are of the same sentiments, and had the same nol 
lions of the nature of Grod ; yet durst not these men disclose 
those true notions to more than a few, because the body of 
the people were prejudiced with other opinions beforehand. 
But our legislator, who made his actions agree to his laws, 
did*not only prevail with those that were his contemporaries 
to agree with these his notions, but so firmly imprinted this 
faith in God upon all their posterity, that it never could be 
removed. The reason why the constitution of this le^sla- 
tion was ever better directed to the utility of all, than other 
legislations were, is this. That Moses did not make religion 
a part of virtue, but he saw and he ordained other virtues to 
be parts of religion ; I mean justice and fortitude, and tem- 
perance, and a universal agreement of the members of the 
community with one another : for all our actions and studies, 
and all our words [in Moseses settlement] have a reference to 
piety towards God ; for he hath left none of these in sus* 
pense, or undetermined. For there are two ways of coming 
at any sort of learning, and a moral conduct of life ; the one 
is by instruction in words, the other by practical exercises. 
Now, other lawgivers have separated these two ways in their 

Siinions, and choosing one ot those ways of instruction, or 
at which best plea^ every one of them, neglected the 
other. Thus did the Lacedemonians and the Cretians teach 
by practical exercises, but not by words ; while the Athe- 
nians, and almost all the other Grecians, made laws about 
what was to be done, or left undone, but had no regard to 
the exercising them thereto in practice. 

18. But for our legislator, he very carefully joined these 
t%vo methods of instruction together ; for he neither left these 
practical exercises to ^ on without verbal instruction, nor 
did he permit the heanng of the law to proceed without the 
exercises for practice ; but beginning immediately from the 
earliest infancy, and the appointment of every one^s diet, h^ 
left nothing of the very smallest consequence to be done at 
the pleasure and disposal of the person himself. Accordingly 
he made a fixed rule of law, what sorts of food they should 
abstain from, and what sorts they should make use of; as 
also, what communion they should have with others, what 
f^reat diligence they should use in their occupations, and what 
times of rest should be interposed ; that, by living under that 
law as under a father and a master, we might be guilty of no 
nn, neither voluntary nor out of ignorance ; for he did not 
suffer the guilt of ignorance to go on without punishment, 
but demonstrated the law to be the best and the most neces. 
aary instruction- of all others, permitting the people to leave 
off their other employments, and to assemble together for the 
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beningof the kw, and learning it exactly, and this not once 
or twice, or ollener, but every week; which thing all the 
other legislators seem to have neglected. 

19* And indeed, the greatest part of nianEind are so far 
from living according to their own laws, that they hardly 
know them ; but when they have sinned, they learn from 
others that tihey have transgressed the law. Those also who 
are in the highest and jyrindpal posts of the government con* 
fess, they are not acquainted with those laws, and are obliged 
to take snch persons for their assessors in public administitu 
fions as profess to have dull in those laws; but for our people, 
if any body do but ask any one of them about our laws, he 
wiN more reacfily tell them all than he will tell his own name, 
and this in consequence of our having learned them imme- 
diattely as soon as ever we became sensible of any thing, and 
of our having them ad it were engraven on our souls. Our 
transgressors of them ore but few, and it is impossible, when 
any do offend, to escape punishment. 

SO. And this very tning it is that principally creates such a 
wonderful agreement of minds amongst us all ; for this en- 
tire agreement of ours in all our notions concerning Gkx), and 
•our having no difference in our course of life and manners, 
procures among us the most excellent concord of these our 
manners that is anywhere among mankind; for no other 
people but we Jews have avoided all discourses about God 
that any way contradict one another, which yet are frequent 
among other nations ; and this is t^e not only among ordi- 
nary persons, according as every one is affectea, but some of 
the pnilosophers have been insolent enough to indulge such 
contradictions, while some of them have undertaken to use 
such words as entirely take away the nature of God, as others 
cf them have taken away his providence over mankrod. Nor 
can any one perceive amongst us any difference in the con- 
duct of our lives, but all our worics^ure common to us all. 
We have one sort of discourse concerning Gkxl^ which is con- 
formaUe to our law, and affirms that he sees all things ; as 
also we have but one way of speaking concerning the con- 
duct of our lives, that all other things ought to have piety 
for their end ; and this any body may hear from our women 
and servants themselves. 

21. And indeed, hence hath arisen that accusation which 
lome make against us, that we have not produced men that 
have been the inventors of new operations, or of new ways 
of speaking ; for others think it a fine thing to persevere m 
nothmg that has been delivered down from their forefathers^ 
and these testify it to be an instance of the sharpest wisdom 
when these men venture to transgress those* traditions ; 
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wbereaa wev on the cootEaiy, sujppoBC tt to fa|s Duronly wis* 
dom and virtue to admit na actions aor sumosala that are 
contrary to our original laws ; which procecuwe of . durs is a 
just ana sure sign, 3iat our law is admirably coaslituled ; for 
siich laws as are not thus well made are convicted upon trial 
to want amendment 

22. But while we are ourselves persuaded that our law 
was made agreeably to the will of God^ it would be iBD{Mous 
for us not to observe the same ; for what is there in it thai 
any body would change ? and what can be invented that is 
better? or what can we take out of other people^s laws that 
wilt exceed It ? Perhaps some would have die entire settla* 
ment of our government altered. And where shall we find 
a better or more righteous constitution than ours? while this 
makes us esteem God to be the governor of the universe, and 
pmnits the {>riests.in ^neral to be the administrators of the 
principal affairs, and withal entrusts the government over ths 
other priests to the chief high-priest himself: whidi priests 
our legislator, at their first i^ppoinCment, did not advance to 
that dignity for their riches, or any abundance of otber^poft. 
sessions, or any plenty they had, as the gifts of fortune; but 
he entrusted the principal management of divine worship to 
those that exceeded others in an alulity to persuade men, and 
in prudence of conduct. These men had the noain care of 
the law, and of the other parts of the people^s conduct com- 
mitted to them ; for they were the priests who were ordained 
to be the inspectors of all, and the judges in doubtful cases, 
and the punishers of those that were condemned to suffer 
punishment. 

S3. What form of government then can be more holy 
than this ? what more worthy kind of worship can be paid to 
God than we pay, where the entire body of the pcc^le aie 
prepared for religion, where an extraormnary degree of care 
IS required in the priests, and where the wnole polity is so 
ordered as if it were a certain religious solemnity ? For what 
things fordgners, when they solemnize such festivals, are not 
able to observe for a few days^ time, and call them wysterwu 
and sacred ceremonus^ we observe with great pleasure and an 
un^ken resolution during our whole hves. What are the 
things then that we are commanded or forbidden? They are 
simme, and easily known. The first command is concerning 
Goa, wd affirms that God contains all things, and is a Being 
every wav perfect and happy, self-sufficient, and supplying 
all other bem^ ; the beginmng, the middle, imd the end of all 
things. He is manifest in his works and benefits, and more 
conspicuous than any other bemg whatsoever ; but as to his 
fcum and n)agnitude he is most obscure. All material^i, let 
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tb«Qi be 9w^ to cottly, are uDWOithy to eompoee an iiuaga- 
for him, and all arts are unartful to expre» the notion we 
ought to have of hkn. We can neither see nor think of any 
thing like him, nor is it agreeable to piety to form a reaepn* 
Uance of him. We see his works, the lignt, the heaven, the 
earth, the lun and the moon, the waters, the generations of 
animals, the productions of fruits. These things hath God 
made, not with hands, not with labour, not as wjmtii]^ Uie 
assistance of any to co-operate with him ; but as his wnl re- 
solved they should be Jtnade, and be good also, they were 
made, and became good immediatdy. All men ought to 
fiiUow this Being, and to worship him in the exercise of vir- 
tue ; for thb way of worship of God is the most h<dy of all 
others. 

24. There ought also to be but one temple for One God ; 
for likeness is the constant foundation of agreement This 
temple ought to be oommon to all men, because he is the 
common God of all men. His priests are to be continually 
about his worship, over whom he that is the first by his birth 
is to be their ruler perpetually. His business must be to. 
<iSer sacrifices to God, together with those priests that are 
joined with him ; to see that the laws be observed, to determine 
controversies, and to punish those that are convicted of iiw 
justice ; while he that does not submit to him shall be subject 
to the same punishment as if he had been ^ilty of impiety 
towards Goa himself. When we offer sacrifices to him, we 
do it, not in order to surfeit ourselves or to be drunken; for 
such excesses are against the will of God, and would be an 
occasion of injuries and of luxury ; but by keeping ourselves 
sober, orderly, and ready for our other occupations, and being 
more temperate than others. And for our duty at the sacn.^ 
fices theinselves, we ought, in the first place, to pray* for tlie 
common welfare of all, and after that for our own ; for wq 
are made for fellowship one with another, and he who pre^ 
fers the common good before what is peculiar to himself is 
above all acceptable to God. And let our prayers and sup 
plications be made humbly to God, not [so much] that he 

* We iMj hen obwnre how known « thing it ww among the Jewf ud 
heathens, in this and many other instances, that sacrf/Ecct were still accom- 
panied with prayerM ; whence most piohahly*came those phrases of the foetiftet ' 
•fprajftf^ tU uufifM ofjitaiae^ lie «acn}Sce rftkaiUcsgimng, However, tfaoit 
andent forma dsed at sacniwes are now geoeraUy lost, to the no sooaQ danu^ 
4if true ttligton. It is here alto exceeding remarkable, that although the 
temple at Jerusalem was built as the only place where the whole nation of the 
Jews were to off^r their sacsificei, jH is thcte no roentioD of the «aeft^Eces 
themselves, hut of praytra onlj* in Solomon^ long and famona fbtn of dsfo* 
tion at its dedication. 1 Kings Yiii ; 2 Chron. vi. See also many passages 
citBd in tha Apostolical Constitutions, HL 37, and Of the War above, B. vii. ch. 
T« iact*SL 
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would give us what is good (for he hath alfpettiy pv&i that of 
bis own accord, and hath proposed the same publicly to all), 
as that we mej duly receive it, and, when we have received - 
it, ma^ preserve it Now the law has appointed several pu- 
rifications at our sacrifices, whereby we are cleansed after a 
funeral, after what sometimes happens to us in bed, and after 
accompanying with our wives, and upon may other occa- 
«ons which it would be too long now to set down. And this 
is our doctrine concerning Grod and his wcM^ip, and is the 
same that the law appoints fbr our practice. 

26. But then, what are our laws about marriage ? That 
law owns no other mixture of sexes but that wmeh nature 
hadi appointed, of a man with his wife, and that this be used 
only for the procreation of children. But it abhors the mix- 
tiNre of a male with a male ; and if any one do that, death is 
his punishment It commands us also, when we marry, not 
to have regard to a portion, nor to take a woman by violence, 
nor to persuade her deceitfully and knavishly, but to demand 
her in marria^ of him who hath power to dispoBe of her, 
and is fit to give h^ away by the nearness of his kindred ; 
for, says the Scripture, A woman is inferior to her husband 
in aU things.* Let her therefore be obedient to him ; not 
so that he should abuse her, but that she may acknowledge 
her duty to her husband ; for God hath ^ven the authority 
to the husband. A husband, therefore, is to lie oply with 
his wife whom he hath married ; but to have to do witn ano- 
ther man'*s wife is a wicked thing, which if any one ventures 
upon, death is inevitably his punishment : no more can he 
avcHd the same who forces a virgin betrothed to atiother man,' 
or entices another man^s wife. The law, moreover, enjoins 
us to bring up all our ofispring, and forbids women to cause 
abortion of wnat is begotten, or to destroy it afterward ; and 
if any woman appears to have so done, she will be a mur- 
derer of her child, by destroying a living creature, and dimi- 
Jiishing humankind : if any one, therefore, proceeds to such 
fornication or mufder, he cannot be clean. Moreover, the 
law enjoins that after the man and wife have lain toffether in 
a regular way, they shall bathe themselves ; for there is a 
defilement contracted thereby both in soul and body, as* if 
they bad gone into another country ; for indeed the soul, by 
being united to the body, is subject to miseries, and is not 
freed therefrom again but by death ; on which account the 
law requires this purification to be entirely performed. 

£6. Nay indeeo, the law does not permit us to make festi- 
vals at the Urths of our children, ana thereby afibrd occasion 

* Thii text 11 Bowhcffe in our pretent copiei of 4hf Old Teitamcat* 
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of drinking to excess ; but it cNrdains that the very beginning 
of our education should be immediately directed to sobriety. 
It also commands us to bring those children up in learnings 
and to exercise them in the laws, and to make them acquaintea 
with the acts of their predecessors, in order to thm imitatioii 
of them, and that they mi^t be nouridied up in the laws 
frcmi their infancy, and might neither transgress them, nor 
have any pretence for their ignorance of them. 

57. Our law hath also taken care of the decent burial of 
the dead, but without any extravagant expenses for thei^ fii* 
neralf, and without the erection of any illustrious monumenta 
•for them ; but hath ordered that their nearest relations should 
perform thar obsequies, and hath shewed it to be regular 
that all who pass by when any one is buried should accoia- 
pany the funeral, and join in the lamentation. 1 1 also ordaina 
that the house and its inhabitants should be purified after the 
funeral is over, that evenr one may thence learn to ke^ at a 
meat distance from the thoughts of being pure, if he hath 
been once guilty of murder. 

58. The law ordains ako, that parents should be honoured 
immediately after Grod himself, and delivers that son who 
does not requite them for the benefits he hath received from 
them, but is deficient on any sudi occasion, to be stoned. It 

' also says, that the young men should pay due respect t# 
every elder, since God is the eldest of all bemgs. It doea 
not ^ve leave to conceal any thing from our friepds, because 
that IS not true frienddiip which will not commit ail things 
to their fidelity : it also forbids the revelation of secrets, even 
though an enmity arise between them. If any judge take$ 
bribes, his pumsnment is death ; he that ovadooks one that 
offers him a petition, and this when be b able to rdieve bimt 
he is a guilty person. What is not by any one entrusted to 
another ought not to be required back again. No one ia to 
.touch anotner^s ^cx^ds. He that lenda noDej must not de» 
joumd usury for its loan. These and numy moce of the like 
sort are the rules that unite us in the bands of society one 
with another. 

29. It wiU be also worth our while to see what equity our 
legislator would have us exercise in our intercourse with 
atran^gers ; for it will thence appear that he made the best 
provision he possibly could, both that we should not dissolve 
our own constitution, nor shew any envious mind towards 
those that would cultivate a friendshq> with us. Accordin^y 
our le^pslator admits all those that have a imnd to obs^e 
our laws so to do, and this after a friendly manner, as esteem* 
ing that a true unicm, which not only extends to our own 
alook, but to those that would live after the same manner with 
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ut ; jet does he not allow those that come to us by aocident 
only, to be admitted into communion.witb us. 

sO* However, there are other things which our legislator 
ordained for us beforehmicl, which of necessity we ought to 
do in ootnmon to all men ; as to afford fire, and water, and 
V food to such as want it; to shew them the roads^ not to let 
any one lie unburied. He also would hare us treat those 
that are esteemed our enemies with moderation ; for he doth 
not allow us to set their country on fire, nor permit us to cut 
down those trees that bear fniit ; na^ fiEffther, he fcnrbids us 
to spoil those that have been slain in war. He hath also 
pMmded for such as are taken captii^, dmt they may not be 
injured, and especially that die women may not be abused. 
Indeed he hath taught us gentleness and humanity so effco- 
tuaHy that he hath not despised the c^re of brute beasts, Irf 
permitting no other than a regular use of them, and fiur- 
eidding any other ; and if any cS them come to our houses 
like supplicants, we are forbidden to slay tbem ; nor may we 
kill the dams together with their young ones ; but we are 
obliged, eren in an enemy^s country, to spare and not kill 
diose ereatures that labour for mankind. Thus hath our 
lawgiver contrived to teach us an equitable conduct every 
i#ay, by usin^ us to surii laws as instruct us d^erein; while 
at the same time he hath ordained that such as break these 
laws sbouML be punished, without the allowan^ of any ^umse 
ivhatsoever. 

^1. Now the greatest part of offtpsees with us ar^ capital ; 
as, if any ooe be guilty oi adultery ; if any one farce a vur^n; 
if any one be so impudent as to attempt sodomy with a male ; 
or if, upon onothes^s making an attempt upon him, he sub- 
mits to DC so used. There is idso a law for slaves of die like 
nature diat can never be avoided. Moreover, if any one 
eheata another \h measures or wrighti, or makes a kaavisfa 
bargain and sale in order to cheat another; if any one steal 
what belongs to another, and takes what he never de|»odtedy 
aH these have punishments: allotted them ; not such as are 
met with among other nations, but more severe ones. And 
as for attempts of unjust behaviour towards parents, or for 
impiety wainst God, though diey be not actually aceonu 
plished, tM offieaders are destroyed immediately. However, 
the reward for sueh as live exactly according to the laws is 
not sklrer nor gold<; it is not a garland of dive branehes or 
of smallage, nor any such public s^ of oommehdation ; but 
every good man hath his own conscience bearing witness tcr 
faitnsdf ; and by virtue of our legishitor^s proplietiG spirit, and 
of the firm security God himseSf affords such a one, be ^ 
lieves that Grod faadi made this grant to those that observe 
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dvne kwf, even ihou^h tijey be otdiged readilj to die for 
chem, that they flhall come into being again, and at a cenain 
revolation of umgs shall leoeive a better life than they had 
eojoyed before. Nor would I venture to write thus at this 
lime, were it not well known to all by our actions, that many 
of otv people ba^e many a time bravely i^raolved to endure 
any safferin^ rather than speak one word against our law. 

92. Hay indeed, in case it had so fallen out that bur na- 
tioB bad not been so thoroughly known among all men as 
they are, and our voluntary submission to our laws bad not 
baen so open and mamiesf: as it is, but that somebody had 
pretended to have written these laws himself, and had read 
tbem to the Greeks, or had nretended that be had met with 
men oat of the bmits of the known world that had such re- 
verent notions of Grod, and had continued a long time in the- 
finn observance of such laws as ours, I cannot but suppose 
tfaat all men wotild admire them, on a reflection upon the 
fipcquent chaMes they had therein been themsdves subject 
So ; an4 this while those that have attempted to write some- 
what of the same kind for politic government, and for laws^ 
are accused as composing monstrous things, and are said to 
have undertaken an impossible task upon^them. And here I 
will «ay nothing of those other philosophers who have under- 
taken any thing of this nature in then: writings. But even 
Plato himself, who is so admired by the 6re«cs on account 
of that ^avity in his manners, ana force in his words, and 
that abihty he had to persuade m«i beyond all other philoso- 
fdiers, is little better than laughed at, and eaposed to ridic«ile 
on tluit aooount, by those that pretend to sagacity in political 
affaiss ; although he that shall diUgendy peruse his writings 
will find his precepts to be somewhat gentle, and pretty near 
to the customs of the generality of mankind. Nay, Plato 
himself confesseth Aat it is not safe to publish the true no- 
tion ooneeming God among the ignorant multitude. Yet do 
some men look upon Pistols discourses as no better than 
eert«n idle words set off with great artifice. However, they 
admire I>ycurgus as the principal lawgiver, and all men 
celebrate Sparta for having continued in the firm observaoce 
of his laws for a very long time. So far then we have gained, 
that it is to be confessed a mark of virtue to submit to laws.^ 
But then, let such as admire this in ^e Laoedemoinaiis com- 
pare that duration of Uieirs with more than two thonsand 

* It 1DRJ not b« vanu to set down bere » very rematlcable t^dmony of (ht 
groM fhiliMOpher Cicero a* to the pcefcraioa of law to }»A»r«MfAyk ** I wiQ,"^ 
NTS he, ^ boldly decUre my opinion, though the whole world be ofiended at it. 
I prefer this little book of the Twelre Tablet alone to all the Tolumes of the 
pMlAMpiieiv. I find it to be BOC only «f BMM wdgiu, bat dbo randi more uie. 
fuL*» De Oratore. 
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i rears which our pcditical gcuven^efit hath eontimied ; aacl 
et them farther consider, that though the Lacedemoniani 
did seem to observe their Uws exactly, while they ^joyed 
their liberty, yet that when they underwent achangem (hdr 
fortune, they forgot almost all those laws ; while we, hayii^ 
been under ten thousand changes in our fortune by the changes 
Uiat happened among the kings of Asia, we have nev^ be* 
trayed our laws under the most pressing distresses we have 
been in ; nor have we neglected them either out of sloth or 
for a livelihood.* NaVy if any one will conuder it^ the dif- 
ficulties and labours laid upon us have been greater thao 
what appears to have been borne by the Lacedemonian for- 
. titude, while they neither ploughed their land rnxr exercised 
an^ trades, but lived in tndur own city, free from all such 
pamstaking, in the enjoyment of .plenty, and unng such 
exercises as might improve their bodies, while they made use 
of other men as their servants for all the necessaries of life, 
and had their food prepared for them by the others ; and 
th^se ^;ood and humane actions they do for no other purpose 
but this, that by thar acticMis and their sufferings they may 
be able to conquer all those against Vfhom they make war. 
I need not add this, that they have not been fully able to ob^ 
serve their laws ; for not only a few single parsons, but mul- 
titudes of them,, have in heaps neglectea those laws, and have 
delivered themselves^ together wim their arms, into the hands 
of their enemies. 

83. Now as for ourselves, I venture to say that no one 
can tell of so many, nay not of more than one or two, thai 
have betrayed our laws ; no not out of fear of death itself: I 
<lo not mean such an easy death as happens in battles, but 
that which comes with bodily torments, and seems to be the 
severest kmd of death of all others. Now I think those that 
Jbave conquered us have put us to sudi deaths, not out o{ 
•their hatred to us when they had subdued us^ but rather out 
of their deare of seeing a surprising aght, which b this» 
whether there be such men in the world who beUeve that no 
evil is to them so great as to be compelled to do or to speak 
. any thing contrary to their own laws ? Ncnt ou^ht men to 
wonder at us, if we are more courageous in dymg for our 
laws than all other men are; for other men do not easily 
submit to the easier things in which we are instituted ; I 
inean working with our own hands, and eatmg but little^ and 
being contented to eat and drink, not at rancbm, or at every 
one^s pleasure, or being under inviolable rules in Ijri^g with 
our wives, in magnificent furniture^ and again in the obaer- 

"^ Or, we ha?« «lifti!TBd ofir thnei of ifit and forit <)f fM iUowed nt 
UMwedii tT ci m .] 
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Tation 6f our times of rest ; wlule those that can use. tbdt 
swords in war, and can put their enemies to flight when thej 
attack them, catmot bear to submit to such laws about their 
way of living; whereas our being accustomed willingly to 
submit to laws, in these instances, renders us fit to shew our 
fortitude upon other occasions also. 

84. Yet do the Lysimachi and the Molones, and some 
other writers (unskilful sophists as they are), and the deceiv- 
ers of young men, reproach us as the vilest of all mankind. 
Now I have no mind to make an inquiry into the laws of , 
other nations ; for the custom of our country is to keep our 
own laws, but not to bring accusations ag^nst the laws of 
others. And indeed our legislator hath expreraly forbidden 
us to laugh at and revile those that are esteemed gods by 
other people,* on account of the very name of God ascribed 
to them. But since our antagonists think to run us down 
upon the comparison of their religion and ours, it is not pos-* 
able to keep silence here, especially while what I shall say 
to confute these men will not be now first said, but hath been 
already said by many, and these of the highest reputation 
also.; for who is there among those that have been admired 
among the Greeks for wisdom, who hath not greatly blamed 
both the most famous poets and most celebrated legislators 
for spreading such iiotions originally among the body of the 
people concerning the gods? such as these, that they may be 
allowed to be as numerous as they have a mind to have them; 
that they are begotten one by another, and that after all the 
kinds of generation you can ima^ne. They also distinguish 
them in their places and ways or living, as they would dis« 
tinguish several sorts of animals : as some to be under the 
earth ; as some to be in the sea ; and the ancientest of them 
all to be bound in hell : and for those to whom they have 
allotted heaven, they have set over them one who in title is 
their father, but in his actions a tyrant and a lord ; whence 
it came to pass that his wife, and brother, and daughter, 
(which daughter he brought forth from his own head), made 

a conspiracy against him to seize upon him and confine him, 
as he had himself seized upon ana confined his own father 
before. 

85. And justly have the wisest men thought these notions 
deserved severe rebukes ; they also laugh at them for deter^ 
mining that we ought to believe some of the gods to be beard* 
less and young, and others of them to be old, and to have 
beards accordingly ; that some are set to trades ; that twie god 
is a smith, and another goddess is a weaver ; that one god 

* See Aotiq. B.'iv. chap, viik kcL 10, and its note. 
VOL. IV. A a 
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is a ^nnrior, md fi^ts ifith men ; that tome ml tbem ant 
Intfpcis, or delight m archery; and bewles, flut imitaat wdU 
tions ante aaiOK them, and that they quarrel abovt men, and 
diiseoltf Ihat meynotonljkyiMnatiipononeaBoClicr, but 
that they are "wounded by nsen, and lasient, and take cm ftir 
such their afflictions. But what it the CToesett of all in point 
of lascinousnets, are diose unbounded lusts atciibtd lo al- 
most all of riiem, and their amours ; which, hem can it be 
other tiian a most absurd sapposal, especially when it reachti 
to the male <gods, and to the female goddesses alto f More- 
avm*, the chief of aU their gods, and their first father faimtelfy 
oreriooks those ffoddestes whom he hath dehided and bo« 
ffotten with 'cbiU^ and suffers them to be kept m prison or 
droamedinlhesea. He is alto ao hound up by fate, that ho 
oaomot ta«« hit own ofipring, nor ean he bear their detdv 
witbont shedding of tears. Theat are fine things indeed f as 
art the rest that follow. Adukeriet truly are so impudendy 
looked on in hearen by the cods, Att tome of them have 
oonfessed they envied -diose that wsne bound i» the very act. 
And why shooU they not do to, trhen the eldest of tbem, who 
is their icmg ako, hath not been able to restrain himseli^ an 
the wJenee of his lust, Gcam lyi^g with his wife to long at 
they might get into thor bed^htsoWr P Now tome of the 
goes ane cervants to men^ and will tometimet be builders for 
a reward, and sometimes will be dhepherds ; while others of 
them, Uke malefactors, iere bomul in a prison cif brass. And 
what sober person is there who would not be provoked at 
nteh stones, and jfebulce thotethat&i|^ them, «id condemn 
the great -siUiness of those that admit them ftr Ime ? Nay, 
olliers tjbere are that have advaaoed a certain timorouaneai 
and fear, at also madness and £raud, and any other of the 
vileat^nssions, into the nature and Ibrm of ^idt, and have 
pemnaded <vrfiole cities to cffer taiaifioe to the bc^r aort of 
tfaem^ ^n which aocount Aeyhave been abaolutdly forced to 
etteemaome god^ as the givers of good things, and to oaH 
othem of tfaent averters of evil. They also endearoMr to taooo 
than, >as Ahey would the vilest of men, by gifi» nod present^ 
as looking for nothing else than ito receive tome gveat misehitf 
from them, unless they pay them such wages. 

SB. Wharefiireitdeaerves our inquiry, wbaitohoiil^betbe 
occaaion^of ;diiB runjuat oiuinMamrent, aud of dtett mmdda 
about the Deity ? And ttrujy Imppom it to l>e dttmd &9m 
the impedeet Jknowkdge theheatbeii legialalotft hod jtt£i9t «# 
the true nature of God; nor did they explain to ihe pcM^ 
even so far asiheydidjcomprehend of it; nor idid .diey wikv- 
pose the other parts of their political settlements according to 
It, but omitted it at <a thing of irery. little ioeoteqnencej and 
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gave leave both to tbe poets to introduee what gods thej 
pksaed^ and thoie tubieot to all sorts of pasMons, and to the 
orators to procure pofitieal deerees from tbe people tot the 
admission of sueh foreign gods as they thought premier. Tbe 
pamters ako, and statuaries of Greece, had herein great powei', 
as each of them could contrive a shape [proper for a god] | 
the one to be formed out of clay, and the other by making a 
bare ipictXBPe of such a one. But those workmen that were 
priaapally admired had the use of ivory and of gold as the 
eonstant outteriids for their new statues; [whereby it comes 
to pass that some temples are quite deserted, while others are 
in great esteem, and adorned with all the rites of all kinds of 
punioation.] Besides this, the first gods, who have long 
floufiflhed in tbe honours done them, are now grown ok^ 
[ vlule those that Nourished alter them are come in their room 
as a second rank, that I may qpeak file asost honourably of 
them that I can ;1 nay, tertam other g^s there are, who are 
QOwty introduced and newly worshiroed, [as we by way of 
digiession have said already, and yet have left thc^ places dT 
wmhip desolate ;] and for dieir lemfdes, some of ttiem are 
akeady left desoliite, and others are hoik auew, BcaxAing to 
sha pteasDre of men ; whereas they ought to have preserved 
their oftmion about God, and that worship whic^ la due to 
bifil, aiwaya and iounutabl'p the same. 

87. But now this ApeUomua Molo was one oi dbese 
fiiornh and proud men. Howwver, nothing that I Iwve said 
na uoknown to tfiose that wwe real philo^pbers among the 
CJpreeksy nor were diey unacouainted with thoso fngiA pre- 
tamrea of aUegoriee [which baa beenF alieged- for such things ;J 
op which aeooont they jqsdy despised d^m, but have stifl 

Seed with, ua as lo the tvue and Iteosnipg notioqeof God; 
000 it was that Plato would not baW' pmtieal setftlements 
^Aosit ai aay one of the other peets^ and dismimes- even 
Hamsr himBcIf^ with a gariand oo bis head, and w4lh oint- 
qaant powed i^ma hka, and this beeaiiee he should not 
deatmy the right ivitioDa of God with his fablesi Nay, Ptato 
primapally iariiated eisr kftg^litor ib this pomi, that he enu 
joomi his sitiaaBata have the* main regard tO'this precept^ 
th^i a r my ana of then should learn their kwa aocuratefy: 
. He ahooidhiiied that they should net adhnit of fiM-cignera 
l yi Nii Huismg anth thehr own* people at randiom ; and providiMi 
tfiat the cannaosweakh shoald toeep itself pure, and- censisl 
etS such obIji as pesecieered ia Aeir own laws^ Ape Bsn i ua 
Molo did no way consider thi^, when be ipade it on^ branch 
pf his accjcrsation arrainst us, that we do not adm\% of suQh aa 
jga^e dUlfeseut, npxiw9 about Qod,, nor will w^ haae felkwe* 
ship with those that choose to obserwa way of liviiig dfa^ 

Aal2 
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feiefki from ourselves ; v^ is not this method peculiar to usi 
hilt common to all other men; not among the ordinary 
Grrecians only, but among such of those Grectaos as are of 
the greatest reputation amonj; them. Moreover, the Lace* 
demonians continued in their way of expelling foreignersi 
and would not indeed ^ve leave to th«r own people to tr^ 
vel abroad, as suspectmg that those two things would in** 
troduce a dissolution of .thdr own laws: and pierfaaps theiv 
may be some reason to blame the rigid severity of the Laoe^ 
d^m(Hiians ; for they bestowed the privilege of their city on 
no foreigners, nor indeed would give leave to them to stay * 
among tnem ; whereas we, thougn we do not think fit to 
imitate other institutions, yet do we wilhn^ly admit of those 
that desire to partake of ours, which I thmk I may reckcm 
to be a plain indication of our humanity, and at the same 
time of our magnanimity also. • 

38. But I shall say no more of the Lacedemonians. As 
for the Athenians, who glory in having made their city to be 
common to all men, what their behaviour was, ApoUomoa 
did not know, while the^ punished those that did but speak 
ope word contrary to their laws about the gods, without any 
mercy ; for on what other account was it that Socrates was 
put to death by them ? For certainly he neither betrayed 
their city to its enemies, nor was he guilty of any sacrilege 
with regard to any of their temples ; but it was on.this ac- 
count, uiat he swore certain new oaths,* and that he affirmed 
either in earnest, or as some sa^, only in jest, that a certain 
demon used to make signs to him [what be should not do]. 
For these reasons he was condemned to drink poison, and 
kill himself. His accuser also complained that he corrupted 
the young men, by inducing them to demise the political 
settlement and laws of their city ; and thus was Socrates, the 
citiaen of Athens, punished. There was also Anaxagoraa, 
who although he was of Clazomenae, was within a few suf. 
frages of being condemned to die, because he said the suiv 
^ which the Athenians thought to be a god, was a ball of fire. 
^Tbey also made this public proclamation, that they would 
ffive a talent to any one who would kill Diagoraa of. Mekis, 
Because it was reported of him that he laughed at their mys- 
teries ; Protagoras also, who was thou^t to have written 
somewhat that was not owned for trutn by the Athenians 
about the gods, had been seised upon and put to death, if he 
had not fiti immediately away. Nor neea we at all wonder 

" See what these norel Mtht were, ta Dr. Hudfon's note; Tit. to tmtu bjaa 
oak, bf a goal, and by a dog, ta alio by a gander, as says Philostratiis and 
ocfaen. This swearing stnmge oaths was also IfarUddaD by the Tynans, B. L 
sect. 22, as.Spanbeun hett noies. 
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^bat thej thus treated such conuderable men, when they did 
-not spare even women also; for they very lately slew a cer- 
tain priestess, because she was accused by somebody that she 
initiated people into the worship of strange gods, it havine 
been forbidden so to do by one of their laws ; and a capital 
punishment had been decreed to such as introduced a strai^ ' 
sod ; it being manifest, that they who make use of such a lair 
do not believe those of other nations to be really gods, other- 
wise they had not ^ivied themselves the advantage of more 
gods than they dready had. And this was the happy adrni- 
nistradon of me afiairs of the Athenians ! Now as to the 
'Scydiians, they take a pleasure in kiUmg men, and differ little 
from: brute beasts, yet do they think it reasonable tobave their 
insdtutiotis observed. They also slew Anarcharsis, a person 
greatly admired for his wisdom amonff the Greeks, when he 
returned to them, because he appeared to come fraught with 
Crrecian customs: one may also find many to have been 
punished among the Persians on the very same account. And 
to be sure Apculonius was greatly pleased with the laws of 
the Persians, and was an admirer of ^them, because the 
-Greeks enjoyed the advantage of their courage, and had the 
'very same opinion about the cods which they had. This last 
-was exempl^ed in the temples which they burnt, and their 
courage in coming, and ^most entirely enslaving the Grio^ 
cians. However, ApoUonius has imitated all the Persian 
institutions, and that by his offisring violence to other mep'^s 
rwives, and castrating his own sons. Now with us it is a ca|n- 
•tal crime if any one does thus abuse even a brute beast ; and 
'M» for us, nather hath the fear of our governors, qor a desire 
tyf following what other nations have in so great esteem, been 
-able -to withdraw us from our own laws ; nor have we exerted 
our courage in raising up wars to increase our wealth, but 
joaly for the observation of our laws : and when we with pa- 
'dence bear other losses, yet when any persons would compel 
ois to break our laws, then it is that we choose to m to war, 
though it be beyond our ability to pursue it, and bear the 
'^fpreatest calamities to the last with much fortitude. And 
andeed, what reason can there be why we should desire to 
imitate the laws of other nations, while we see they are not 
observed by their own legislators ? And why do not the Lace- 
^lemonians think of abolishing that form of their govemm^t, 
which suffers them not to associate with any others, as well • 
B» their contempt of matrimony ? And why do not the Eleans 
and Thebans abolish that unnatural and impudent lust which 
makes them lie with males ? For they will not shew a suffl- 
cient sign of their repentance of what they of old thought to 
be very excellentt and very advantageous in their practices, 
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iwleM they aitirely ayoid aU sudi msdaoB for the time to 
come : nay, such things are still inserted into the body of 
their laws, and had once such a power amofig the Greeks 
that they ascribed these sodomitica] practices to the gods 
tb^noeltres, as a part of their good chs^acter ; and indeM it 
Wii according to the same manner that the gods married 
dieir own Asters. This the Greeks contrii^ as an apology 
for their own absurd and unnatural pleasures. 

90. I omit to speak ooliceming punishments, and how 
many ways of escapinff them the greatest ptort ci the kgisla* 
tors have afforded nuuefactors, by ordaining that for adulte* 
ries, fines in money should be allowed, and for corrupting* 
[vir^ns] they need only marry them ;-f as also what excuses 
tbey may have in denying the facts, if any one attempts to 
UMjuire mto them ; for amongst most other nations it b m 
studied art how men may transgress their law& But no auek 
thing is permitted amongst us ; for though we be deprived of 
Dur wealth) of our cities, or of the other advantif;es we have, 
Dur law continues immortal; noroan any Jew go sofiurfrom 
his own country, nor be so affirighted at the severest lord, mm 
not to be more affrighted at the law than at him. If, ther&. 
fore, this be the disposition we are under with regard to die 
excelleiicy of our laws, let our enemies make us this conces- 
sioo, that our laws are most excellent ; and if still tbey 
imagine, that though we so firmly adhere to them, yet are 
tbey bad laws notwithstanding, what penalties then oo tbey 
deserve to undergo, who do not obeerve their own laws, 
whidi they esteem so far superior to them ? Whereas^ there- 
fore, length of time is esteemed to be thd truest tottchrtone 
in ail cases, I would make that a testimonial of the excellency 
of our laws, and of that belief thereby delivered to us ooil. 
cerning God. For as there hath been a very long time for 
this comparison, if any one will but oompans its duration 
with the duration of the laws made by otbar legislators, be 
will find our legislator to have been the aneientest of diem 
aU. 

40. We have alrtady demonstrated that our laws have 
been such ba have alwajrs inqpired admfaration and imitation 
into all other men ; nay, tbe eariiest Greeian philoaopbon, 

* Wliy JoKpbaf h<rf draold blASM tome iMttbes kgulitofi, vhcn cbqr 
tSUmtd to mMj A compodtion for simple fonucaiion, m an oblig»don i9 murj 
the viigio that waa oarrupted, is hard to say, seeing he had himself truly lofbrm* 
td OS that it was a Uw of tbe Jews^ Antiq. B. It. ehap. tIH. sect. '21, as H k 
tbe law of Christiaiuty ilso ; see Howeb Covenant, p*8^ ^^' I am «Ua<Bl ms^V 
to suspect, ihtt £sr ymftH^ «c should here read ymfimi>^ Aod that corsuptin^ vcd- 
\ockf or other men's wives« is the crime for which these heatheos wickedly allow, 
ed this eoCDpodtiofn in money, 

f Otfm comptlng etber ssen^s wires tb« same ^Bowanee^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BOOKU: AQAnilTAPIOK* 389 

Ikoug^ in appettraoee tby obserped the fann of ibeir own 
<Kmiltrie9> yet did thej» in tkeir actioDs, aad th^ philoeophie 
^kctrineS) fiiUov our hsndaloT, and ineeructed mm to ]kft " 
^Nuringly, «Dd to hare mendly comnnmication one wftb an* 
other* NayfailJMr,tbeiiiiikitiideof«mi^ 
H great inclination for a long time to foOoiir oor leligtous ob- 
aervanceft ; for there is not any city of the Grecianfl, nor aay 
of the barbartane^ nor any nation whatsoerer, wbkber our 
cuitoai of readng on tbe seventh day bath not coney and by 
whichottr fasts, and lighting' up lamps, and many of our pro* 
Ubitiotts as to our fora, are not observed : tbey alK» endea- 
vour to imitate our mntiial concord with one another, and tile 
^aritable distrybution of our goods, and our dibgence in our 
trades, and our fortitude in undei^n^ the distresses we are 
in ask account of our laws ; and, iraat is here matter of the 
greatest admiratioD, our law hath no baitof pleasure to allvnre 
men to it, but it prevails by its own force; and as God him* 
self pervades all tne worid, » hath our law passed through all 
tbe worki also. So that if any ooe will but reflect on his own 
country and his own family, he will have reason to gi^ 
credit ta what I say. It is therefore but just, ddier to eon* 
'demn all mankind of indulging a wicked disposition, when 
tbey have been so desirous a( imitating laws tnat are to them 
jEbreign and evil in themselves, rather than following laws of 
their own that are of a better character, or else our accusers 
must leave off their spite against us. Nor are we guihy of 
any envious bdiaviour towards them when we honour our 
own Icf^islator, and believe what he, by his prophetic au- 
thority, hath tau^ us cooceminff God ? For though we 
should not be able ourselves to understand the excellency of 
our own laws, yet would the great multitude of those thai 
desire to imitate them justify us in greatly training ourselves 
upon them. 

41. But as for the [distinct] political laws by which we 
are goreroed, I have delivered them accurately in my books 
of Antiquitiea ; and have only mentioned them now so fafr as 
iras necessary to my present purpose, without proposing to 
myself, either to blame the laws of other nations or to make 
an encomium upon our own, but in order to convict those 
that have wntten sbout us unjustly, and in an impudent af. 
fectation of di^uising the truth. And now I think I have stt£. 
ficiently completed what I proposed in writing these books : 
for whereas our accusers have pretoided that our nation 
are a people of a very late original, I have demonstrated that 
they are exceeding ancient ; m I have produced as witnesses 
tbdrrto many ancient writers, who have made mention of us 
in their book^ while they said that no such writer had so 
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done. Moreovevy ihey had said that we were sprung from 
the Egyptians, while I have proved that we came from 
another country into Egypt : while they had told lies of us, 
as if we were expelled thence on account of diseases in our 
bodies, it has appeared on the contrary, that we returned to 
our own country by our own choice, and with sound and 
strong bodies. Those accusers reproached our legislator as a 
vile rcllow ; whereas God in old times bare witness to his vir- 
tuous conduct ; and since that testimony of Grod, time itself 
bath been discovered to have Lome witness to.the same thing. 
. 42. As to the laws themselves, more words are unneces- 
sary, for they are \isible in their own nature, and appear to 
teach not impiety, but the truest piety in the world. They 
do not make men hate one another, but encourage people to 
communicate what they have to one another freely ; they are 
enemies to injustice, they take care of righteousness, they 
banish idleness and expensive living, and instruct men to be 
content with what they have, and to be laborious in their 
callings ; they forbid men to make war from a desire of get- 
ting more, but make men courageous in defending the laws ; 
they are inexorable in punishing malefactors; they admit 
no sophistry of words, but are always established by actions 
themselves, which actions we ever propose as surer demon*- 
strations than what is contained in writing only : on which 
.account I am so bold as to say, that we are become the 
teachers of other men in the greatest number of things, and 
those of the most excellent nature only ; for what is more 
excellent than inviolable piety? what is more just than sub^ 
mission to laws ? and what is more advantageous than mutual 
love and concord ? And this so far, that we are neither to be 
divided by calamities, nor to become injurious and seditious 
in prosperity, but to contemn death when we are in war, and 
in peace to apply ourselves to our mechanical occupations, 
or to our tillage of the ground ; while we in all things and all 
ways are satisfied that God is the inspector and governor of 
our actions. If these precepts had either been written at 
first, Or more exactly kept by any other^ b^re us, we should 
have owed them thanks as disciples owe to their misters ; 
but if it be visible that we have made use of them more than 
any other men, and if we have demonstrated that the original 
invention of them is our own, let the Apions, and the Mo- 
lones, with all the rest c^ those that delight in lies and re- 
proaches, stand confuted; but let this and the foregoing 
book be dedicated to thee, Epaphroditus, who art so great 
a lover of trutli, and by thy means to those that have been 
in like manner desirous to be acquainted with the affws of 
4C)ur nation. . * .^ 
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.^ 1. Now as to HadeB» wherein the souls of the rishteous 
Mad unrighteous are detained, it is necessary to speak .of it 
Hades is a place in the world not regularly fini^ed ; a stib^ 
terraneous region, wherein the light of this world does not 
shine ; from which circumstance^ tnat in this region the light 
does not shine, it cannot be but there must be in it pernetual 
daarkneea. This region is allotted as a place of custody for 
.flouls, in which angels are appointed as guardians to tnem, 
who distribute to them temporary punishments^ agreeable to 
yevery one^s behaviour and manners. 

2. In this region there is a certmn place set apart as a 
Jake of H^iquenchabk fire ; whereinto we suppose no one 
Jbath hitherto been cast, but it is prepared for a day afore de- 
termined by -God, in which one righteous sentence shall de- 
servedly be passed upon all men ; when the unjust, and thosp 
that have been disobedient to God, and have given honour to 
£Uch idols as have been the vain operations of the hands of 
men as to God himself, shall be adjudged to this everlasUng 
punishment^ as having been the causes of defilement ; while 
the just shall obtain an incorruptible and never-fading king" 
dom. These are now indeed confined in Hades, but not in 
the same place wherein the unjust are confined. 

8. For there is one descent into tnis re^on, at i^hose gate 
we believe there stands an archangel, with a host ; which 
fgate, when those pass through that are conducted down by 
Xhe angels appointed over fsouls, they do not go the same 
way, but the just are guided to the righi fiand^ and are led 
.vith hymns sung by the angel^ appointed over that place, 
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unto a repon of lig^ in which the just have dwelt from the 
beginning of the world ; not constrained by necessity, but 
ever enjoying the prospect of the good thin^ they see, and 
rejoicing in the expectadon of those new enjoyments which 
will be peculiar to every one of them, and esteeming those 
things beyond what we have here ; with whom there is no 
place of toil, no burning heat, no piercing cold, nor are 
any briers there ; but the countenance of the fathers and of 
the just, which they see, always smiles upon them, while 
they wait for that rest and eternal new life in heaven^ which 
is to succeed this region. This place we call the bosom of 
Abraham, 

4. But as to the unjust, they are drag^d by force to the 
iefi handy by the ansels allotted for punishment, no longer 
going with a good wili, but as prisoners driven by violence ; 
to whom are sent the angels appcnnted over them to reproach 
them and threaten them with tneir terrible looks, and to thrust 
them still downward. Now those angels that are set over 
these souls, drag them into the neighbourhood of hell itself; 
who, when they are hard by it,, continually hear the noise of 
it, and do not stand clear of the hot vapcAir itself; but when 
they have a nearer view of this spectacle, as of a terrible and 
exceeding great prospect of fire, they are struck ,with a fearful 
expectation of a future judgment, and in eflfect punished 
thereby ; and not only so, but where they see the place [or 
choirl of ihejhthers and of the just, even hereby are they 
punished ; (at a chaos deep and large is fixed between them, 
insomuch that a just man that hath compasskin upon them 
cannot be admitted, nor can one that is unjust, if he were 
bold enough to attempt it, pass over it. 

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, wherein the 
souls ct all men are confined until a proper season, whidi 
€rod hath determined, when he will make a resurrectkm of 
all men from the dead ; not fmx^urin^ a transmimtion of 
souls from one body to another, but raising again those very 
bodies which you Greeks, seeinff to be dissolved, do not be- 
lieve [their resurrection]. But learn not to disbriieve it ; for 
while you believe that the soul is created, and yet is made 
immortal by God, according to tlie doctrine of Plato, and 
this in time^ be not incredulous, but believe that God is able, 
when he hath raised to life that body which was made as a 
compound of the same elements, to make it immortal ; for it 
must never be said of God, that he is able to do some things 
and unable to do others. We have therefore believed that 
the body will be raised again ; for although it be disscdved, 
it is not perished; for £e earth receives its remans, and 
preserves them ; and while they ore like se$dj and are mixed 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONCEENINa HADSS. MS 

wnoDg tlie mare fruitful 8cnl» tbey Bouriah, and what b sawn 
is indeed town bare gramj but at the mi^ty sound of Grod 
the Creator, it will sprout up, and be raised in a chilud and 
glorious condition, mough not before it has been dissolved 
and mixed [with the earth]. So that we have not radily be* 
lieved the resurrection of the body ; for although it be dis* 
Slaved for a time on account of the original transgression, it 
exists still, and is cast into the earth as mto a potter^s furnace, 
in order to be formed again, not in order to rise agsiin such 
as it was before, but in a state of purity, and so as never to 
be destroyed any more. And to every body shall its own 
soul be restored. And when it hath doihed Uself ^^^ ^^^^ 
body, it will not be subject to misery ; hot being itself pure, 
it will continue with its pure body, and rejmce with it ; with 
which it having walked righteously now in this worlds and 
sever having had it as a snare, it will receive it again with 
oreat gladness. But sb for the unjust, they will receive their 
bodies not changed, not fVeed from diseases or distempers, 
nor made glorious, but with the same diseases wherein they 
died ; and sudi as they were in their unbelief, the same shall 
Ibey be when they shall be faithfully judged. 

D. For all men, the just as well ^ tbe unjust, shall be 
brot^t before God the Word; for to him hath the FoAar 
commUUd aUMigment; and he, in order to Jiilfil the will qf 
his FaOur^ shall come as judge, whom we call Christ. For 
JdinoB and Bhadamanthus arc not the judges, as you Greeks 
do suppose, but he whom God of id the Father halh glorified i 
toncemmg wdkom we haaoe dsewhere given a more parttcular 
aeamnty jbr the sake qf those xvho seek afier truth. This 
person exerdaing the righteous judgment of the Father to.- 
wards all men, hath prepared a just sentence for every one^ 
accordiiif to his worts; at whose judgment-seat when all 
men, and angels, and demons shall stand, they will send forth 
«ne voice, and say, Jasx is thy jonaHKNT ; the rq^oindo: 
lo which will bring a just sentence upon both parties, by 
giving jusdy to tMse that have done well an everlQsti9%§t 
fruition^ but allotting to the lovers of wicked works eternal 
ptmishment To th^ belong the tmguenchable Jire^ and 
that without end, and a certain fiery worm never ^^ing^ and 
not destroying the body, but contmuing its eruption out of 
ibe body with never-ceasing grief; neither will sl^ give ease 
to these men, nor will the night sJfcHd them comfort; death 
will noi free them from th^ punishment, nor will the inten- 
ceding prayers of their kindred profit them ; for the just are 
BO longer seen by them, nor are they thou^t worthy of r&- 
Jnembnaoe. But the just shall remember only their rigfate* 
out actions, whereby they have attainad the ieaven^ kin^^ 
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dom; in which ih&ce is no sleep, no sorrow, no corruption, no 
care, no night, no da^ measurad by time; no sun driven in 
liis course ^ong the cu*cle of heaven by necessity, and mea^ 
suring out the bounds and conversions of the seasons, for the 
better illumination of the life of men ; no moon decreaunff 
and increasing, or introducing a variety of seasons, nor wiU 
she then moisten the earth ; no burning sun, no Bear turn- 
ing round [the polel, no Orion to rise, no wandering of in^- 
numerable stars. The earth will not then be difficult to be 
passed over, nor will it be hard to find out the court of parn. 
disc, nor will there be any fearful roaring of the sea, forbid^ 
ding the passengers to walk on it ; even thai will be made 
eanly passable to the just, though it will not be void of 
moisture. Heaven will not th^n be uninhabitable by men, 
and it will not be impossible to discover the way of aqc6nd- 
ing thitlier. The earth will not be imcultivated, nor require 
too much labour of men, but will bring forth its fruits of its 
own accord, and will be well adorned with them. There 
will be no more generations of wild beasts, nor will the sub* 
stance of the rest of the animals shoot out any more; for it 
will not produce men, but the number of the righteous will 
continue, and never fail, together with righteous angels and 
spirits [of God], and with his word, as a choir of righteous 
men and women that never grow old, and continue in an in*, 
corruptible state, singing hymns to 6od, wlio hath advanced 
them to that happiness by the means of a regular institution 
of life ; with wlram the whole creation also will lift up a per* 
petual h^mn from corrupium to incorrupHon, as ^nfied by 
a splendid and a pure spirit It will not then be restrained 
by a bond of necessity, but with a lively freedom shall ofier 
up a voluntary h3rmn, and shall praise him that made them, 
together with the angels, and spirits, i|nd men, now Jreed 
Jrom all bondage. 

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be persuaded by these 
motives, and leave your vain ima^nations about your pedi- 
grees, and ^nins; of riches and philosophy, and will not 
spend your time about subtil ties of words^ and thereby lead 
your minds into error, and if you will apply your ears to the 
hearing of the inspired prophets, the interpreters both of God 
and of his word, and will believe in God, you shall both be 
partakers of these things, and obtain the good things that are 
to come ; you shall see the ascent into the immense heaven 
plainly, and that kingdom which is there. For what God 
hath now concealed in silence [will be then made manifest}, 
vIuU neither eye hath seen^ nor ear haih heard, nor haA ft 
entered into the heart of man^ the Ainge thai God haih pre^ 
f/^redjhr them that love him. 
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8. In whaisoever woffM I tlhaU find uouy in ihem shatt I 
Judge you entirely ; bo cries the skd qfaU things. And he 
who hath at first lived a rirtuous life, bat towards the latter 
end falls into vice, these labours bj him before endured shaU 
be altogether vain and unprofitable, even as in a play brought 
to an ill catastrophe. Whosoever shall have lived wickedly 
and luxuriously may repent ; however, there will be need of 
much time to conquer an evil habit ; iChd even after repent- 
ance, his whole lue must be guarded with great care and 
diligence, after the manner of a body, which, after it hath 
been a long time afflicted with a distemper, requires a stricter 
diet and method of living : for though it may be poenble,' 
perhaps, to break off the ddain of our irregular affections at' 
once, . yet our amendment cannot be secured without the 
grace of God, the prayers of good men, the help of the bre. 
thcen, and our own nncere repentance imd constant care. It 
is a good thing not to sin'at all ; it is also ffood, having an- 
ned, to repent, as it is best to have health always; but it is a 
good thing to recover from a distemper. Ta God be gkny 
. and dominionjbr ever and ever. Amen, 
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DISSERTATION I. 

The Testimonies ofJosephns concerning Jesus Christy Join 
the Baptistj and James the Jusi^ vindicated. 

$ivc« we meet with sereral important testimonies in Jou 
aephns, the Jewish historian, ooneeniing Johx the B^ptiae^ 
the forerunner of Jesus of Naearetfa, coaeeming Jesvs of 
Nasareth himself, and concerning Jamcs the Jost, the bro* 
tber of Jeans ef Nasareth ; and since the principal teitiEBoiij', 
wUch b that eonceminji^ Jesus of Nazareth himself, has of 
late been greatly questioned b^ many, and rejected by seme 
of the learned as spurioqs, it will be nt Ibr me, who have ever 
declared 'my firm oelief that these testimonies were genuine, 
to set down fairly some of the original evidence and ciiaHons 
I have met with in the first fifteen centuries concerning them, 
and then to make proper observcOions upon that evidence, 
for the reader^s more complete satisfaction. 

But before I produce tne citations themselves out of Jose- 
ph us, give me leave to prepare the reader^s attention, by set- 
ting down the sentiments of perhaps the most learned person, 
and the most competent judge that ever was, as to the autho- 
rity of Josephus, I mean of Joseph Scaliger, in the Prolego- 
mena to his book, De Emendaiione Temporum^ p. 17. ** Jo- 
sephus is the most diligent and the greatest lover of truth of 
all writers : nor are we afraid tQ affirm of him* that it is more 
safe to believe him, not only as to the affiurs of the Jews, 
but also as to those that are foreign to them, than all the 
Greek and Latin writers, and this because his fidelity and 
his compass of learning are everywhere conspicuous.^ 

TTie ancient Citations of the Testimonies of Josephus Jrom 
his awn Time till the End of {he Fifteenth Century. 

About A. D. 110. Tacitus Annul, lib. xv. cap. 44 — 
Nero, in order to stifle the rumour [as if he had himself set 
Rome on fire] ascribed it to those people who were hated for 
their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar Christians : 
these he punished exquisitely. The author tf this name 
was Christ ; who^ in the reign of Tiberius^ was brought to 
punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. 
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Ahcmt A. D. 147. JuH. Mori, Dialog^, cum Tryph^ d. 
tM.^-«You [ Jews 1 \a»w that Jeaus was nsen frdm the dead, 
and asoeoded into neaven, as the praphedes did foretell waa 
to happen. 

Abtmt A. D. 290. Origen. Comwhcni. in. Mmiih. p. 980. — 
This James was of so shining a character among the people^ 
on account of his righteousness, that Flavius Josephus, when, 
in his twentieth book of the Jewish Antiquities, he had a 
mind to set down what was the cause why the pei^e suf* 
foed such miseries, till the verv holy house was demolished, 
lie said, that these things befell them by the anger of Qod^ 
on account of what they had dared to do to James, the bro- 
ther of Jesus, who waff called ChrUi: and wonderful it ia 
tliat, while he did not receive Jesus for Christ, be did never- 
theless bear witness that James was so righteous a man. 
He says farther, that the people thought they had suAred 
these things for the sake or James. 

About A. D. SSa Omir. CeU. Hb. i. p. 80, 9ff.— I 
would say to Celsus, who personates a Jew that admitted of 
Jcim thft Baptist, and how he baptized Jesus, that one who 
Uvcd but a little while after John and Jesus, wfote, how that 
John was a baptizer unto the remisnon of sins : for Jose- 
phus testifies in the eighteenth book ci Jewish Antiquities, 
that John was the baptist, and that he promised purineation 
to those that were baptised. The same Joaephus also, al- 
though he did not beheye in Jesus as Christ, when he was. 
inquiring after the cause of the destruction of Jerusalem and 
of the demolition of the temple, and ought to have said that 
their madunalions against Jesus were ue cause of those mi- 
series coming on the people, because they had Askn that 
Christ who was foretola by the prophets, he, though as it 
were unwillingly, and yet as one not remote from the truth, 
says, ^ These miseries befell the Jews by way of revenge for 
James the Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was called 
Chrisij because they had slain him who was a most ri^teous 
persop.*" Now this James was he whom that genume dis- 
ciple of Jesus, Paul, said he had seen as the l^d's braiker 
[GaL L 191 ; which relation implies not so mudi nearness of 
blood, or the sameness of education, as it does the agreement 
of manners and preaching. If therefore he says the desola- 
lation of Jerusalem hetm the Jews (ex the sake of James, 
with how muoh greater reason might he have said that it 
happened for the sake of Jesus P &c. 

About A.J). 3S4. Euseb. Dermmstr. Ewm. Itb. iii. p. 1M. 
-ip^Certunly the attestation of those I have already podueed 
concemiiig our Saviour may be sufficient. However, it jnay 
not be aoMas If, over and above, we OMdee us6 of Josephtis 
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the Jew for a farther witness ; who,' in the ei^teedA bdoE: 
of his Antiquities, when he was writing the history of what 
happened under Pilate, makes mention of our Saviour in 
these words : Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as had a veneration^ 
for truth ; he drew over to him both mahy of the Jews, and 
mKny of the Gentiles : he was the Christ. And when Pilate^ 
at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had oon^ 
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at first did not 
forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third 
day, as the divine* prophets had spoken of these,- and ten 
thousand other wonderful things concerning him ; whence 
the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at 
this day. If therefore we have this historian'*s testimony, that 
he not only brought over to himself the twelve apostles, witb 
the seventy disciples, but many of the Jews, and many of the 
Gentiles luso, he must manifestly have had somewhat in him 
extraordinary above the rest of mankind ; for how otherwise 
oould he draw over so many of the Jews and of t&e Gen- 
tiles, unless he performed admirable ^nd amazing works, 
and used a method of teaching that was not common?. 
Moreover, the scripture of the Acts of the Apostles bears 
witness, that there were niany ten thousands of Jews who 
were persuaded that he was the Christ of God, who was 
foretold by the prophets. [Acts xxi. 20.] 

Jboui A.D. 880. Hist Ecdes. lib. i. cap. 11.— Now the 
divine scripture of the gospels makes mention of John the 
Baptist as having his head cut off by the younger Herod. 
Josephus also concurs in this history, and makes mention of 
Herodias by name, as the wife of his brother, whom Herod 
had married, upon divorcing his former la^prfiil wife. She 
was the daughter of Aretas, king of the Petrean Arabians;, 
and which Herodias he had parted from her husband while 
he was alive : on which account also, when he had slain John,^ 
he made war with Aretas [Aretas made War with him]^ be- 
cause his daughter had been used dishonourably r in whicb 
war, when he came to a battle, he says that all Herod^s 
army was destroyed, and thitt he suffered this because of his 
wicked contrivance a^nst John. Moreover, the same Jose- 
phus, by acknowledgmg John to have been a most rightedua 
man, and the Baptist, conspires in his testimony with what is 
written in the gospels. He also relates, that Herod lost his! 
kingdom for the sake of the same Herodias, together with 
whom he was himself condemned to be banished to Vienna^ 
a city of Gaul. And this is his account in the eighteenth* 
book of the Antiquities, where he writes thus of Jolm V€rba^' 
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Hm i Sdne <xf the J^ws thoii^t that the destmdtkm of H^ 
rod^s army came from God« aod thai very justly,' as a puoish<p> 
ment for what he did against John that was ^ied the Bap* 
tist; for Herod slew him, who was a good man, and one that 
commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, bodi as to r^hte*- 
ousness towards one another and pi^ty towards God, aad 
BO to come to baptism, for that by this means the washing 
[with^water] would appear acceptable to him, when they 
onade use of it^ not in order to the putting away [or the re- 
mission] of some sins [only] but for the purification of the 
body 9 supposing still that the soul were thorou^ly purified 
beforehana by righteousness. Now when [many] fibers qam^ 
in croivdsaboujt him, for they were greatly de%nted in hear*- 
ing his i^rords, Herod was. afraid that thia so great power of 
,persuading men might tend to aome sediiion or other, for 
they seemed to be cfisposed to. do evecy thing he should ad- 
▼ise them to^ so he supposed it better ta prevent any atteoipt 
for a mutation from him by cutting him off, than^ after any 
«ueh mutation should be brought about, and the public 
•should suffer, to repent [of sueh negligence]. . Accordingly 
he was sent a prisoner, out of Herod^s auspicious temper, to 
Machaerus, the castle: I before^ mentioned, and was there put 
to death.^— When Josephus had said this of JobPt he makes 
mention idso of our Saviour in the same histo^, afjter thip 
xnanner : Now there was ahout this time one J^us, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth 
with pleasure ; he drew over to him both many q£ the Jews^ 
jmd many of the Gentiles also : he was the Christ. And 
#hen Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal. men among 
^8, lutd condemned hkn to thecross^ those that loved him at 
the first did not forsake him ; for he appear^ tp tj^iem alive 
again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold (hese 
4aid ten thousand other wonderful tbiRfls c^neeming him. 
And still the tribe of Christians, so. named from him, are not 
^tinct at this day. And since this writer, sprung from the 
Hebrews themselves, hath delivered these thinffa above ii| his 
own work, conceiving John the Baptist ana our Saviour, 
what room is the^re for any farther evasioq ? &c* 
; Now Barnes was so wonderful a^ person, and was so ceto- . 
brated by all others for righteousness, that the judiciotis Jewp 
-bought this to have been the occasion of tha,t siege of Jeru^ 
^salera, which came on presently after his martyrdon)« and thsit 
it befell them for no other rcHwn than that imtpiou^fact t^j 
wiere guilty of againat him. J4>seph4is therefore did mt ^e^ 
iuse to aitiest theMto in wriung^ by the norda foUowiffg : 
j:bm9 ouHois befell jtbe J^raby iway 0f reyMfe for ^9afm 
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the Jmt^ ^li&mmthe brodielrof Jcmisthat wb salldLeftrWr 
on tbU acooam, thart they had stain him who wm a inoit 
righteoufi person. 

The same .ToBefdius declaree the manner of his death n 
the twentieth book of the Andqoitiee, m these ^wafdk : Omamr 
sent Atbitiiis into Jodea to be procurator^ when he liad heard 
that Festus was dead. Now Ananas, juai^nr, wha, as we aaid^ 
had been admitted to the high^priesthood, was in hn temper 
bold and darnig in an extraordinary maimer. He was ako 
of the sect of the Sadducees, who ai^ more mvage in jodsu 
ment Hhan any of the other Jews, as we have already sigfN^ 
fied. Sinee theiiefore this was the ebaiaoter. of Ananas^ he 
thomght he bad now a proper opportunity [to exercise his 
authority] because Festus was dead, and Albanus was but 
upon the road ; so heassembles the sanhedrim of judges, an^ 
brings before them James, the brotiMr^of Jesus, who was 
caiM Christy and some others [of bis oompanbns]; and (when 
be had formed an accusation against them, as breakers 'of the 
law, he delivered them to be stoned : but as ftit those wha 
seemed the most equitable of the citiflHis, .and those wha 
were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, they dia- 
liked what was done. They -also sent to the king [Agnppal} 
desiring him to send to Anamis that be should act so no more^ 
for that what he had afaready done could not be ju8ti6ed, && 

Jibqui A. D, 860. Anibro9€ or He^t^ppm de Ejcdd. 
Urb. Hiemsok/m. lib. ii. cap. l^->~We hare discovenrd that 
it was the opinion and belief of the Jewa, as Josephus aflSrma 
(who is an author not to be rejected, when he writes waiasC 
himself), that Herod lost his army, notfaythe deceit of m«i^ 
but by the anger of Ood, and that justly, as an eflSsct of rs- 
renge for what he did to John the Baptist, a just man, who 
had said to him, It U not lawful for ik€9 to have iky brothef)^ 
wife. 

The Jews themselves also bear witness to Christ, as ap* 

pears by Joseph us$ the writer of tlieir history, whosayi tSiua^ 

That thepe was at that time a wise man, if, aays ha, it fae 

lawfal to have him called a man, a doer of wonder&i works, 

"who appet^ned to his diaciples after the third day from his 

death, alitre a^in, aeoordiog ^to the wridngs of the propheta, 

-who foretold these and innumenUe other miraculous erents 

cohcermng him ; from whom began the congregauon oF 

Christians, and hath penetraled among all sorts of . men: Jwr 

does there remain any aation in the Roman world wbich coo. 

tinues strangqrs to his religion. If the Jews do not belieye 

OS, let them at- least believe their own writersi Jos^phtn, 

whom they «estee<n a-Vtty great ^man^ bath said tiu% and wA 

4MSi he spoken ^uth,'Wer wviA^mBiami^MadmAswtMi^ 
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#Aod««^ iftcm tbe n^t wajr^ ibut «iDn he was mt a 
rer M to viiat he hinteif mad\ ibot diw he ipriee to 
order ^todbfi^er .bialMndBl .truth) hawtte he tliou||ht iiimoi 
katful Aor hiA lto.deodTd, idiila^^ he was^nd bdiem, lie- 
gnmp of thah^^t^'of bis hwt and^faaajperfidioii^Aiilaa. 
lioik . JHbineatr^il watnofmjiidmit^dielrutfiJ^^ 
not ja heliatter, butJthis.addd mM^wmfjkt ta hiBittiAmmaii 
ihaHrhUa he NMia an imbelieT^iv ^aad amwillkig thi^^dwuld 
be.lnie, he has;nbt denieditJia hasow 

Jiamd A. !>. 400. Oktsgtigm'jitl^^IBMir.in.Jaaiphik 

«*MjbiephMs, hi ibe eighteenth hook of i^tiqaitiea, moM «■« 

pneialj aokuditiedges, thai. Obriat was aiarn hj Aia Phartseei 

on aeodbntHrf tlie greaCnasB^ hnmiracbs; puid that Jdiat 

the Sapitist nitts itmly a fro|)heM ^aid thtft Jemadem i»aa ^dt^ 

tuolifihedcxi actiount of tbealaugfhterx)? ^Faiaaa^heaptoailet 

Nov hei^rale^iaDaemiDg our Lord jtfij0r<thi» aasner e At 

ilia iametiaieitheve was Jenif, a wise man, if i;p^dt:be kiTL 

fdl toicrildntD asnao, IbrJ^eiiaa aJotrofiiroDderiid'wvnrkSy 

a ifewtfacrjafthoBDiiAo woUbgly^aecKivethe trath. (He bttd 

aaaDyfoIlamntM both .^f the Jexroiadd «f the Cbnitileii^ htt 

was believed to he Ofartet. And when, il^ the anvy of 4>u^ 

princnpal faea, xPiSatt had condeaned ihiih to ^hecms^ this 

notmridist^nidiM, thoMivhohad loved hka atfiaitfMfsevwfed^ 

fm hai^pcganed'tathani'iAive ontheitbiid dlif) as tbe^oiaekBi 

of ^tfae >pniipheCs had foretold aiany of. these and^jtheravoi^ 

ileHid'thiB|p floncemaiig him : and theaeat-ofiObiiaiians, so 

Jianied bova hiaa^ ate not estinet at dbis di^. 

mUam, lib. iv^epist aWk--*-Thenaiiias«na Josephus^ a Jew, 

mt lihe greatest DopntatMn, and one that^waf oealbbaof the 

itm^ tone also Abatipamphsssed the lOid Testaanent with >lvutii, 

Mdl aeted.jraliandy for she Jews, and bad oduwed thatsheir 

aeuleiiiaat wm nobler than jcan be desoribed/by «Botde; ' Horn 

since he made theiroiMiest |^ve phue>to truths tfor^ he would 

noi puppovt'tbe^pfeuoa of impious snen, I thitdi it nec j i s ar y 

aodiKoowaHhisailflQNls. What4hen ideas hesajrP Nonrthcia 

^waa ldx>ut(that time Jasus^ arwiseiman, if it'te bn»i(4'tD«att 

Mtn;a'SBan, ibr heswasadosrofwopfeirftil wwhs^ailaadier 

W iflneh enen asveedi/re ^be tyuth muk pleasate. ile>d»aw 

^Bsarito him both aiany of ^tbe Jews, «nd maivfriof^liieittaiw 

HiUat hen^aa tho Ohnst lAad' when imitate, iat>4heieu^es. 

itii^itff 4he/|AaactMl«ionMaiBg us^ hadJDonihaniiDisd^m'.lD 

Jrilm^mtm^ -^hMe tlAt kived ^biia 4ift drsc ^kL aolifiN»ake4ifni ; 

Aaflhie^MaBStd Wlheao 4ha4ihiid>dfy*iJiifa again, ^4baidEu 

,Mie/|ira^baai had *sajd'theka,^»d.a w0^ ntuaher iof mhar 

«n«iidsB«ful tl&igB4niDeMtiipgt«iai^ 4itid>the a»ll», irftChsia. 

.aiaws^«(Mttlaei<fatt himy •are waneitiiaet lO^atiidi^^ i>Nbw(l 

abft 
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fianBDt battironder gMatl^ at tfaas^ great mah't-'lofb •friratfir 
in winy reilpeotB) mil chiefly where he. aay^ ^' Jetin wm m 
teacher ^ men, whiohrecsivedthe^tnith widtpleasore.^ 

About A. D..440. SoMomm. Mist,Ecoles.Bk i cap: ]>^ 
Now Joaephu8».the8bD of Matthias^ a priest^ a sMnof very 
great note, both among rthe Jews and the Ronrans, may weu 
be a witness df •credit as to. the truth-of Christ^ history; for 
be.8Qh]ples to^bU him a man^. as being a doer of wonderfat 
works, and a teacher of- the wmis of trudi;: he names him 
CAmrop^ly ; and is ; not ignorant that he was condemned 
to the cross; and appeared oatfe^ third day afivev and that 
ten thoutaod! other wonderful .things were foretold of him by 
the divine fHropbets. He testifies also, that those wbom he 
drew over to him, being many of the Gentiles as well as of 
the Jews, coDltniied to /love hrun ; Arid that the tribe named 
from him:wa» not thnn ei^tinct. Now he seems to mev by 
thisf his relation, : almost to proclaim that Christ is Gm. 
' However, he appears to have been aoi affected with the 
strangeness of tne. things as.to vunAaltworejaa sort ctf a 
snddTe way, so as not ta pulLany indignity upon beUevers ia 
bim,.but rather to afibrd hb simrage to themj 
. AbouiA.JDi, 510. Condoms jffisL Tripariii. eSasomena 
rr-Now Joae^dius, the 66d of Matthias^ and a priest^ a man of 
great nobility aniong the Jiews^ andof agreat dignity among 
the Aomans, shall 1;^ a trgth of Christ's history : for be dares 
not call bim a man, as a doer of famous: works, and a teadier 
of true doctrines; he names. him C^ta^ openly, and is not 
ignomnt tbat.he'was condemned to the oross,^ and appeared 
,on the third day alive,: and thcttan i:nfinite number or other 
wonderful things were foretcddof him by the holy projAetsi. 
Moveover he testifies alk>, thdt dierc wei?e: then alive many 
whdm hie had ohoaen,. bodi. Greeks iand Jews, and that they 
cotitinued to love him; and that the sect. which was named 
Ihwi.him was by-no means extinct at that time. 
' . Akmt A. D. 640. Chron\ Alejp.' pw <5l4.*^Now Josepbiis 
ako'.relat^s in the eighteenth book'of Antiquities^ how Joba 
itbe-Baptist, thatholy.man, was«b|9li0adedoQaotouotof He- 
jiodias the^ife of Philip^ the brother .«f Herod himself; fiir 
HeJDod had divorced bis former wife^ wbo waa.stiU alirey aid 
had been his. .lawful wife: she was the daughter of Aretas^ 
king of. the Fptretans. .^ Whea therefore *£^rod had takea 
Herodiast Away from her busbaad, while -he .was yel alive .(on 
:whQ8e account be ilew JphiP .also), Aretailjinadewar-agaiBBl 
Herod, because bis daugh^ had been dtshonouffably trelted: 
in which war he says^'that All.Uerdd's.afm^ was destnnred» 
and that be aitffeccd that. eal(imity.baQauae.of Ute wi'dcechieia 
Jm had been guiltyiof agaiiisft4<ditk. Thtsane Josephua le- 
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1ate% diafeilaBod Mt^his-Jringdoiti on mcoouht of Herocfiti^ 
wad' that with (ibr he'vasiMUiBfaed to Lydn^, Ckc. ' 
^ Fosse, 527.] Novr'thist our datiour taught hirprattDbiing 
ihree. years is demonstrated both by other necessary Teasoni- 
mf^ as abo:outof the holy gospels, and out of Josephus** 
wcutings, who was a wise- man among the Hebrenfs^ &o. 
• P. 584^ 586.1 Josepbab reUtes, mi the ^h iiook of the 
{Jewish]- war, that Jerusalem ivas taken in the third -[seoondl 
ystar of Vespastanr, as after forty years since they haid daired 
to put Jesus'to death : in which time be says, that? James, the 
lirother of our Lord^ and' bishop of Jerusalem, - was dirown 
idakB [horn Jkhe temple] and daiii of them, by stomng. 

Jbaiii^A. D. 740. Jnasiasias Jbhas contr.JuiL'-^tiim 
Josephus^ an author and writer of yonr own, says of Christ, 
^at he was a just and good man, shewed and declared m 
to be .by;diidQe grace, who gave aid to many by signs m\d 
WMcksL . . . - 

' Ahou^A. p. 7S0. Gm^9 SyrwMua Chftm. p. S89.~ 
These ^miseries ^brfei the Jews by wiay of revaige for James 
^he Juat, who was the brother of Jesus that was odled Christ, 
«IL' the account that they had slain ^him who was a most 'righ- 
teous person. Now as Ananus, a person of diat character^ 
thbilgbt be hisd a proper opportunity^ because Festus was 
dead^ and Albmus was but ilpon the road, so he assembles 
^sanhedrim of Judged, and .brings before^ them James, the 
brother of Jesus, who' was oalled CAria/, and some of his 
icoQq9amoi]&; audi when .be had formed an accusation against 
them, as breakers of the la^, he delivered them'to be stoned; 
Imt as for those that seemed the most ^qufitaUe of the 6ti- 
«eQs, .aad. those that were the most imeasy at the breach of 
4he1aws, they disliked HvJiat was done. Theyako.senttotfae 
Jiing[Agrippa]3desiringhimtosendto Anamis.thathe should 
«Qt: iso po n^ore, for that what hehad'ahieady^done 4x>uld not 
^ justified^ Sc, . 

Jboia J. D. 850.. Joban, MaMa. Chron. bb. x>-.From 
ftbat tome began.. the destmction of die Jews, as Josephus, 
the pbifesoiAer of the Hebrews^ hath written : who also said 
thia,v that mm the time the Jews crucified Christ, who was 
fi good and a' righteous man (thatis, if it be fit to call stieh a 
one a man, and not a god) the land of- Judea was never free 
from trouble. . These things the same Josephus the Jew has 
Belated. in his writings. 

JbQui\A. D. 860.. PhoHua Cod. lib. xlviii — I have read 
the treatise of Josephus tAout the umveracj whose title I have 
iolaewhere read to be, Of.ibs SiAsUmceofihe Universe, It is 
irootaiiied in iwo very small treatises. He' treats, of the ^00^ 
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Mf of tHe IrofU in • brief nhoinc^* 'Ho^^v«r»; Ii« i|lealBt of 
uie divinity of Chmt, vho 18 oiiir true God^ in m Mmy 'tsfj 
^^^lAMw^me^ decfetfing thill tbe^4in4 tiattei^Cfartst 
^loogB to him, and wiiteb of bi^ iiie£hble g^neratamir of tHt 
Aitber after su^ a manner m cannot be blamed : whidi tbnig 
may perhaps wtik$e a doubt in- some^ whether Jpsepbiw tiwre 
the Mdior oC tbe itork, t^ouoh the i^iraseology does ndit at 
ett dtffi^ from thia man^s other woras. Ilowerrer, I ha^^ 
^iMoid in aomi^ papers^ that this discourse was not Written by 
ioBefhuM^ but oy one Caius a presbyter. 
. Codi ecxxxriiu] Herod, the tetrarcb of Glaiike and of 
Perea^ the sen of Hetod the Gitet, feU in love^ as Jotsephus 
wtMf with the wife of his brother J^hilifp, whose dame was 
Merddku^ who was the grand-daajghter of Ha^ tbe Qrent^ 
hj bis ton. Aristobulitt, whom he had riam^. Agrippa was 
mo her brother. Now Herod took her away from her hu^ 
band, and married her. This is he that slew John tbe Bsp- 
tisty that great man, the fbteriinner, [of ChtistJ beidg afeaid 
{as Josepiitts says) lest he should raise a sedition among his 
peopled; fbr they aU followtsd the directa6ns of JcAn, on ae. 
QiHint of the ^ccellenoy of bis virtue. In hb time waa tbe 
passion of our Saviour. 

CecL xiCxtn.] I have read the Chronicle of Justus cf Vu 
beiias. He omitsl tbe greatest part of wbat Was most ne*. 
e^sory to be related; b^^ as ihfccted with Jewish prejudices^ 
bc&rie also himself a Jew by birth, he makes ito mentiiai at 
all of tbe advent j m* of the acts done, ot of die minclo 
Wrought by Christ^ 

The Hfiu uncertain. Macarkm in mdii: Sunetotiiw^ tatA* V. 

SI 149- op* FabriCi JoMphi pi 61.<'*^oadphu8^ a ptiest of 
^rusalem, and one that Wtoie witfa ttuth the hisioiy of tbt 
Jewidi affidi^s, bears witness tfaai Christy tb^ true Giod, wai 
incatiiate^ and crueifi^^ arid the third day iDse again 4 vihom 
writings are reposited in the public library. Thus he says: 
Noi^ Uiere #as aboitt ihkt time Jeaite, a wite mah, if it be 
lawful to call bin a man ; fbr be wai a doer of wonderftd 
^rk% a teacher of wch. men as receive tbe truth witb pba- 
sure; be drew o^rer lo him both many of the Jewi tmd moay 
of tbe Gentile^ alio r this was the Chrbti And when Tiktts^ 
at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had co&<. 
delmied mm to the cross, those that loved hhh at the first did 
not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again tbe third 
dayv as thd divine prdphdts had fira'eiold these and ten thou- 
sand 4>ther wooderfol tfaiogs (kmcetnmg h»t And still tfi^ 
tnbe of Ghri^eimia, so nasa^ frbsi him, are not extmet at 
Ihai iiky. Stnee thei'eforr ibe writer of the Hebrews bas 4»K 
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ffmiirm4m rtaitimonr eoteccdibg our Loi^imd ^vipi^ m 1^4 
09^ hf^^f Iiv4itl defenoe «aia there remain lor the unbe* 

J(w4 A. Ik BSa Smdms in voc^ J^9ou9.-^We hav^ 
lining J(i8epiMi94 who hath written abouit the taking of Jeru- 
salem (of whom Eusebius Pamphilii makes frequent mentioii 
lA hb ec«]e«iastical history), saline openly in hU memoirs of 
ttie c^p^vily^ that Jeaus. officiated in the. teoipfe !ivith the 
fqneatB. ThU w« have found Josepbus 9aying» a man of an- 
cient times and not very long alter the apostles, &«. 

Ab9Ut A. Ik 1060. Cedremts Compend. Hkion p. 196. 
-*f^9fi^fiim does indeed write oonoerning John the Baptist 
4a felkma : Some of the Jevs thought th$A the defttroction 
of Herod'^tii army came from God, and that he was punished 
yeiy juatly for what punishment he had inflicted on John, 
that wa» calked the BapiiH^ for Herod slew him, who wa3 a 
Mod aiam, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both 
% rigbtaouflnesa towards one another and piety toward God, 
4M so to oome to baptism. But a^ concerning Christ, the 
aame Joaqahua says, that about that time there was Jesus, a 
-wil» laan, if it be lawful to call him a man ; for be was a 
4oer of wonderful works, and a teacher of such men as. re- 
vive the truth with pleasure; for that Christ drew over 
many even from the Gentiles : whom when Pilate had ctu-. 
•Qifieda thosie who at firat had loved him did not leave off to 

SriBaoh G^uicerniqg him ; for he appeared to them the third 
aj^ aUve aga'm, aa the divine prophets had testified and 
Spoken thf se and other wonderful things coooeiDing him. 

About A. J>. 1080, Theopiiylad^ in Joan. lib. xiii.— The 
city of the Jews was taken^ and the wrath of God was kindled 
against them ; as also Joeepbus witnesses that this came up^ 
ea them on account of the death of Jesus. 

AbofiU A. D. WtO. Zonarus Afmaf. torn. i. p. SK)7.~ 
Josepbus, in the eighteenth book of the Antiquities, writes 
tbua concerning our Lord and God Jesus Christ : Now there 
was about this time Jesus a wise man, if it be lawful to call 
him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew 
over to him many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles : 
he was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned him ta the 
cross, those that had loved him at fir^t did not forsake him ; 
for he appeared to them the third day alive again, as the di* 
vine propnets had said these and ten thousand other wonder- 
$o\ things ooneerning him : and the tribe of Christians, so 
muned from him^ ^e not extinct at this day. 
. AkmlA. D. liaa G1$cin Asmai. p, lS4.*T«Thtt did 
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Pfailo^ that wke man, and Joeeplms flmtikh. This last w$m 
sty ted The lover oftruih^ because he commended John, who 
baptized our Lord ; and because be bore witness that Christ, 
in like manner, was a wise man, and the doer of great mi. 
racles ; and that when he was crucified he appeared the third 
day. 

About J. D. 1170. Gotfncbts ViUrbiensU Chron. p. ^66. 
e Vers. Rufini, — .Josephus relates that a very great war arose 
between Aretas, king of the Arabians, and Herod, on acoounc 
of the sin which Herod had committed against John. More-^ 
over, the same Josephus writes thus concerning Christ: 
Tliere was at this time Jesus, a wise man, if at least it be 
lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of such men as willingly hear truth. He 
also drew over to him many of the Jews and many of the 
Gentiles : he was Christ. And when Pilate, at the accusa.' 
tion of the principal men of our nation, had decreed that he 
should be crucified, those that had loved him from the beg^n-* 
ning did not forsake him ; for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, according to what the divinely inspired pr^ 
phets had foretold, that the:»e and innumerable other miracles 
should come to pass about him. Moreover, both the name 
and sect of Christians, who were named from him, continue 
in being unto this day. 

AboiU A. Z). 1960. Nicephoris CaUiHus Hist. Ecdss.' 
lib. i. p. go, 91. — Now this [concerning Herod the tetrarcb] 
is attested to, not only by the book of the holy gospels, but 
by Josephus, that lover of truth ; who also makes mention of 
Herodias his brother's wife, whom Herod had taken away 
from him while he was alive, and married her ; having du 
vorced his former lawful wife, who was the- daughter a( 
Aretas, king of the Petrean Arabians. This Hei^ias he 
had married, and lived with her: on which aoooiint also, 
when he had slain John, he made war with Aretas, because 
his daughter had been dishonourably used ; in which war he 
relates that all Herod's army was destroyed, and' that he suf- 
fered this on account of the most unjuM; slaughter of John. 
He also adds, that John was a most righteous man4 More* 
over, he makes mention of his baptism, agreeing in all potnts 
thereto relating with the gospel. He also informs us that 
Herod lost his kingdom on account of Herodkts, with Mfhom 
also he was condemned to be banished to Vienna, which was 
their place of exile, and a city bordering upon Gaul,- and 
lying near the utmost bounds of the west. 

About A, D. 1450. Uardmannus SeheddiiM Chroin, p. 110< 
-—Josephus the Jew, who was called F/avitc^, a priestv-and th<l 
ion of iiattathias, a priest of that nation^ a most cel^Mted 
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htttoruDi, dud very skilful in tnany ihin^ : he was ceritMyA 
good man, andof an^excelient character, Who had the high^ 
est opinion of Christ. ■ ' ' . » 

About A. jD. 1480. Plaimade VUU PonHficum inCkrUto. 
»»I shall avoid mentioning what Christ did until the 80th year 
of his age, when he was baptieed by John^ the son of Zacha- 
tias, beoiuse not only the gospels and epistles are full ofttiose 
acts of his, which he did in tne most excellent and most hol^ 
tnanner, but the books of such aswere quite remoti9 from his 
way of living amd acting, and ordaining, are alsq full of th^ 
6ame. Flaviua Josephus himself, who wrote twenty books 
of Jewish Antiquities in the Greek tongue, when he h«id ^to^ 
ceeded as far as the goremment of the emperor Tiberius, 
sbys, there was in those days Jesus, a certain wise man,' if at 
least it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of "wHyn- 
d^rful works, and a teacher of men, of such espeeialty a^ 
willingly hear the truth. Oh this account he drew over to 
him many both of the Jews and Gentiles t He was Christ. 
But when Pilate, instigated by the principal' men of our na^ 
tion, had deci!>e«d that he should DecrucMed, yet did not 
those that had loved him from the beginning forsake him : 
and be^des, he appeared to them the thn*d day after bis death 
alive, as the divinely inspired prophets had foretold that 
those and innumerable other miracte« should come tb pass 
•bout him. And the famous name of ChrUtians^ taken fnyai 
him« as well as their sect, do still continue in being. ' 

' The same Josephus* akoafiirmv that John the Baptist, a- 
true prophet, and on that account on# that' was had in esteeni 
by all inen, was slain by Herod, the son of Herod the G^eatj 
a Httte before the death of Christ, in the castle Macherus f 
tiot because he was afraid for Mmsrif and his kingdom^ bA 
the same author says, but because he had incestuoosly mar^ 
tied HerodinS) (he sister off' Agrippa,- and thewifeof that 
excellent person his brother Philip. 

Abotd A. jD. 1480. Trithemms Abbas de Scriptor. Eccles. 
*-*Josephus the Jew, although he continued to be a Jew, did 
frequently commend the C Wstians ; and in the eighteenth 
•book of Antiquhies wrote down an eminent testimony con« 
ceming our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Observations Jrom {hejQregWkg Evidence and CitatiofM* 

I. The style ai all these original testimonies belonging ib 
Josephus, is exactly the st jle of the same Josephus, and espe- 
eialty the style about those parts of his Antiquities wherein we 
find these testimonies. Thi^ is denied by nobody as to the 
other concerning John the Baptist, «nd Janie» the Just; and is 
aKOrfcaoome equally imdentable'as tothat cbnoeming Christ. 

II: These te^limotiies- tl^i«fone HMng oonfesdedly and^ unl 
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thai he sHmM ^ml\yomtW9» tmtfooiiycolicerDMi^ JkiiM 
Christ: nay, while his testimdnies of Jc)bfilta0 Baptist awLW 
.Jjuties the Just aie so b6ii«^niUe^ and ^^^elD so |^t 
^baractiens^ it ifi also imposmbk that his i^tmtwfixmeerfiaa 
Christ should be other than very hcnoitrable^ #r such as au 
Ibrdbd himi a stUI gveatav choraott r alte Could the very 
sam^ author, who gave such a £)iU and tdvaiitag^ousolaraetec 
of John the Baptist^ thefovaruiMiffirof Jesus of Nailareth^ all 
vhoiie diseiptea were by him dhvcted to itm» of Natamb, 
ai to the irue Messias, and aU n^iose dtseiplas beeome after- 
wards the disciples of Jesus of NaaAreth» say notUnig boDaur^ 
^e of thai Jesys of Naaartth hmself ? and this in a bistorv 
of those very tkaes in^ which he was bom» and liTedy a»d <ibeo» 
aad that whil<e the writer Iti^ but a little after him in the 
•ame country in which he was ber»^ and livedo and died ? 
This is ahndst ineredible. And fbrther^ could the very same 
^uithoT) who gave such ae advantageous chanlotar of Janurt 
the Just, and this under the very appellaliea of James tk$ 
brother qf Jesus^ xvho was isaiUd Cfmst^ wbieb James was 
0iie of the principal disciples or apostles of thii Jesua Christ, 
and had been many years the only Christian bi^p of the 
believing Jews of Judea and Jerusalem^ in the very d^ya, 
suid in the very country of tliis writer? oo^ he» I sa^, 
wholly omit any, nay, a verv honoun^le account of Jesus 
Christ himself, whose discipte and bishop this Jamea mast 
eertainly was ? This is ako almost incredibW Hear whet It- 
tigius, one of the wisest and learnedest of aU those who hai^ 
lately isclined to give up the testimony coDoerDing C^uristi 
as it stands in our copies for spuriotis, says upoa Sis ooca* 
(uon : ** If any one ofa^t lo me, that Josepnus hath not 
omitted John the Baptist, the fereTDumer of Ciirist, nor Jaoaes 
the disciple of Christ, aiod that therefore he could not hava 
done the part of a good historian if be had been entirely »«- 
leQt dDneembg Christ, I sbaU freelv grant that Joscphus 
was not entirely alent concerning Christ ; nay, I shall farther 
grant, that when Josephus was apeaking of Christ* he did 
not abstain from his commendation ; for we are not to do- 
termine from that inveterate hatred whii2h the modem Jews 
bear to Christ, what was the behaviour of those Jews, upon 
whom the miracles that were daily wrought by the apostles 
in the name of Christ imprinted a sacr^ horror.^ 

III. Th^ famous clause in this testimony of Josephus opil.. 
cerning Christ, This was Chris^^ or4he Christt did ndt mean 
that ttis Jesus was the ChH^(tf(3odj or the ^rus Messias of 
the Jews» but that this Jesus was disttoguiabed firom all othflrs 
0( that name> oi which ibere were aot a few^ m meoiiQittd 
by. jMei^ius bimselft by t^e #ddi^ioii of tboodml tlaiit of 
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CMM f or that this peMon was ne 6ther thsii he vAssul^ 
the Wolrld kaai^ by the name of Jesus Chrisif. $xkd bis folu 
leirers by the none rf CAr&fiaM. Tbii I esteem to be tt 
4lesr case^ and that frooi the af ginneQts fdlowing : 

(1.) The Greeks and Romans, far vrhose use Josepliut 
fhrote his AiitiquttieB^ tiorid no; otherwise understand raese 
^rds. The Jews indeedy and afterward the CbristiatiSy who 
knew that a great Measm^ a pevso* that, was to be Christy 
ti»e Jtnoinied cf Qodf that was to perform the office of a 
JTffig^, a Priest^ and a Prophei, io God^s people, might rta* 
diiy sd understaad this exptesaioti ; but Josephus, as I have 
flhitady noted, wrote here, not to Jews Or Christians, but to 
Greeks and Romans, who knew nothing of this, but knew 
very w^U that an emiilent petson living in Judea, whose name 
tvafe} J^iuf Ckrest or Jesus Christy \m founded a new and 
miseitons sect, whidi took the latter of those names, and 
w^tt everywhere f^om bim caRed Chresticms or Cbris&ansf 
kk which sense abne could they understand these words of 
Jbsepfaus, and ia which sense I believe he de^ed they 
dKnild understand them : nor does Josephus ever use the 
Hebrew term Messiah in any of hiii writings, noj^ the Greek 
tetim Christ in any loch acceptation elsewhere. 

(9.) Josephus himself as good as explains his own mean*, 
ing, ^hI that hy the last clause of this very passage, where he 
wys the Christtans were named from this Christ, without a 
eyllabie as though he really meant be was the true Messiah^ 
or Christ of God. He farther seems to me to explain tbiil 
his meantng ih that other place, where alone he elsewhere 
moitidns this nime of Christy that is, when upon occasion of 
the mention of James, when he was condemned by Ananus^ 
he calb him the Brother of JesuSf not that was the true 
Meiskth^ or the true Christy but only Ouxt mts called Christ^ 

(6J) It was quite beside the purpose of Josephus to declu^ 
himself here to be a Christian, or a believer m Jesus as the 
tl\ie Messiah. Had he intended so to do, he would surely 
have explidned the meanmg of the word Christ to his Greek 
and Roman readers : he would surely have been a great d^al 
fuller and larger in his accounts of Christ, and of the Christian 
rdSgion : nor would such a declaration at that time have re* 
commended him, or his nation, or bis writings, to either the 
Greeks or the Romans ; of his reputation with both which 
people he is known to have been, in the writing of these An^ 
tiquities) very greatly solicitous. 

(4.) JoseimusV usual way of writing is historical and decla« 
mtive of &cts^ and of the opinions 0( others^ and but rarely 
such as directly informs us of his own opinion, unless we 
prudently gMher it fctto what he says historically, or as the 
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TDioDS of i6tlieC8. ^This is very obsenrabie-iii'the wrkngl 
Josephus^ and in particular as to what he salys of John 
Ihe Baptbt and of James the Just ; so that thik interpreta^ 
Uon is most probable, as most agreeable to Josephus'^s waj of 
writing in parallel cases. . ' 

(5.) This seems to be die umversal sense of all the atideiits 
without exception, who cite this testimony from him ; aod 
though they almost everywhere owo diis to be the tcue readU 
ing^ yet do they erery where suppose Josephus to be stUl an 
unbelieviiag Jew, and not a believing Christian : nay, Jerome 
appears so well assured of his intcfrpretation, and that Jose- 
phos did not mean to declare any .morfe by these words than 
a common opinion, that^ccording to his usual "way of inter* 
preting authors, not to the words but to the sense (of which 
We have, I thialc, two riiore instances in his accounts out of 
Josephus, now before us), he readers this clause, cr^libmiwr 
esse Ckfisius^ i. e. He was believed io be CkrisL Nor is the 

EarAllcI expression of Pilate to be otherwise understood, when 
e made that inscriptioib upon the cross, ' 7%ttf is Jesus Ihe 
King of the Jews ;* which is well explained) by himself els©, 
where^ and corresponds to. the import of the present clausei^ 
What shall I do wUh J^sus who is called CArtsi f f And we 
may full as well prove from Pilate^s inscnption upon the 
cross, that he hereby declared himself a believer ih Christ 
for the real King of the Jt^ws^ as we can from these words 
of Josephus, that he thereby declared himself to be a teal 
believer in him as the true Mesaaah. 

. IV» Though Josephus did not -desigahere to declare him- 
self openly to be a Chriatian,.yet could be sot possibly bdieve 
^1 that he. here assets concerning Jesosr Christ, unless he 
were sofara.Chrisitian aathe Jevi^.Naisareiies or Ebionites 
then were, who beli^ed Jesus of Naeare^ to ^ the true 
Messiah,, without beiievii^ he wns:iiioi^;than a mab ; who 
also believed the nec^ity of the obset-Vation of tbec^jremo- 
niaL law of Moses in ord^r to salvation for all n^nldnd, 
urbich wete the two tnain articles of those Jei^shChristiatts^ 
faith, thoijgh in opposition t0 all the thirteen ^qposflesof 
Jesus Christ iu the fe-st century, and in oppoeiiioar to the 
whole Catholic church of Christ in ,tlie following centuries 
also. Accordingly I liave elsewhere ;proved4 that Josqihus 
^as no other^ in his own mind luld opiiscience, than a Nasa- 
rene or Ebionite Jewish ChristiAa; and* havedbserved that 
this entire testimony, and all 4j»at Josephus says of John the 
Baptist, and pf Jiames, ^s wallas his absolute silence i^ut 
all the rest of the Itpotdee- and their . cdmpaiiiiins, exactly 
. ■• . ••.,..•,,'». . ♦ . ■ .1 
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ageehrtQ-hiiD under tliat character^ and no other; -And^ii^ 
deed tOE me il is most aaloiiMiing, that all our ieamedmen;' 
vfaajhave^i^late^^msidered these* testiroonies of Joteph^n^ 
except the oc»nvcrted Jew Gaktiaus, should miss »uch.an> 
(ri>yiou« and natural obs^rvatiou. We all. knowiroTathis St.^ 
JamesV* own wotds, that aa many Un i/iow^nd^ qfJex09 or 
beHeved in Chmsii in th^ Qr^tceutiwryyiEeirvaUfmiUti^ of ike 
ceremonial kao^ oe were no other than Nazarene or Ebionitff 
Ghrisliaiks^v and, by consequence, if there, were any reason^ 
to think our Josephusf to he, in any. sense, a believer 4>riai 
Christian^ as fron^ all these testiinonies there \^ere,vety great 
oDes, all tboee, and many otlier reasons, could not but con^ 
spire to aamure us he was no other tlian a Na^anene or EImom 
nite Chtistiaa: and this. I take to be the plain and ecvident 
key of this wht^ matter. , . - . , •. 

V; Since tjiereforeljosephus appears to have been, hi his' 
. own heart «nd conscience, no other than a >)a2arene, or Ebii^ 
Bite Chriitiaa, and, by consequence, with them rejected all 
our Greek.goepek add Gt-e^k WHs oI tbo New Testament^ 
9xA received. only. the Hebi^ w, gospel. of the Nasarenr son 
]BbiQnitea» styled by Ihenif Tie goepel H(^abrdmg io the He^ 
brexMi OT^ occordmg io theiwelve cqfostke; €ir^vehf4Kcordn 
inff to MaUhew^. we ought , always to have tliat.Nazarei)e or 
fibionite gospel^ with th^ other Nazarene or £bionit6 fnig(. 
incDtSy-in view when, w^ consider any passiqres of :Josephua 
relatnoe to Christ, or W Christiwty. Tbu^^nce thait goepe^ 
emitted all that is in thebf^nriingof our St. Matthew's and 
St Luke's gobpek^ and began widn the roini^try of John thet 
Baptist ; in which first parts of the gospel-liistory are th&ac«^ 
counts of the slaughter of the infants, and of the eilrolciMnt 
or taxation under Afigiistus Caesar and Uerod^ it is no gri&at 
wonder that Jo^ephu^.bas not takeri care particularly and> 
clearly to preaerve those historic' to us. Thus when we find 
that Josepnus mUs Jan^s^ the brother of Christy by the naaa^ 
^Jamee Ae Jusiy and descrifafes^him as e^moetjusi or Pigh^ 
U^u$ man^ in, an especial ofianner, we are to remember thiC 
such i» his name and character in the. gospel according to the 
Hebrews, aeod the^her Ebionite remains ^ Hegesippus, but 
nowhere else, that I ^remember, in the earliest antiquity: no^ 
m we to suppose they henein. referred tQany other thanlhaft 
fighteomn^ %ehich zeae l^ theJeu^k law, vrfaerein St. Pauk1^ 
before he en^l^raced Christianity, professed l\imsejf ^toha^ 
been idan^fees. Thijis when Jos^hus, with other. Jewayaa^ 
cribed tbo miseries of that nation, under VcMipasit^.^di'Xil^ 
Wiih Jthe de^ucMo^pf JeiruH^^,^ to the.bvbfllWI Mijp^ 

*AelinLSO. .. liiU. f Ph]lq». iii. 4, S, 6. 
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of James the Jusrt, we muiC *eimmbeti i»hit we i 
Uie Bbienite fragments of Hc^gMpput, AMt these EbbMtea 
interpreted a prophecy of Isaialh at fbreteHingdiiaireryiBiMu 
d«*, and those conseqoent mkerietc L$i «^ tak» awt^ li# 
J9at tmi^Jbr he ir unfrofikAU to u» ; Aer^fbre ftkall Miy euir 
ibe fmU f^lbiir own way^* Thus when Josephus sajrsy at 
we nave seen, that the most equitable x^itizens- of JerusafeiB, 
and those that weM most aealoiae of the iaw^ were v^ry mu 
easy at the JOondevnnatioQ of this Jamee, tand some ^ hi# 
friends or ftllow Chrisliaas, by ^ high^prtest and aantie^ 
drim, eboi^ a. o. fij^, and 4eclaree that iie itimself was one 
of those Jews who thou^ the terrible miseriee 4>f that na^ 
tm effeeu of tbeTengeence of God for their CMtrdar^f tb|s 
James, about a. b. 68, we may eecnly see these epuuena 
could only be the opinions of converted Jews or iEbienitee. 
The hi^priest ana sanhedrim, irho always pn>8eeuied the 
Christians, and now condemned those Curistians, and die 
kody of those unbelieving J«ws, who are ^tsppeeed to buffer 
fi>r murdering this Jaiaei, the head 'Of the Ha|»r^ne«r Xbio^ 
nite Christians in J«idea, could not, to be (Sure^ be of that 
opiniofi : nor ccMild JosqrfuiS hknself be of the^same opioioo^ 
as he declares be was, without the slrongest incUnatioos to 
tbe Christian religion, or without being secretly a Cftiristian 
Jew, i €. a Namrene or Ebionftle; whieh thi^ie js, by the 
auiy, a rery greet additional i^umeat that auehlie wa^ eoid 
an mother. Thus laeAly, when JoMphM is oked ib 'So^dss as. 
fltfBming that Jesus 'Officiated with the^prieetsintbe tem|de,. 
tiiis account is by no means disegreeabie^to (die prelentioria 
of the Ebionitee. ^QegeBippus aMtma the very same at 
James the Juet also. 

¥L The first'citaftion <tf the famous testimony ^onesniing 
our SavtMr Aiom Tacitns, dnnost all th|it<was ttte ofithe 
Jews is directly taken by him o^dt <leseph«s, las will bo 
denMDstPated «ind«r the third 'IMssertsftioD hereafter. 

Vil. The second auttfeor I have aflkged tfisr k is Jue^ 
Martyr, «neeO' neatly coeval with Josephus Ibat he mi^ 
be born aboot the time when he wrote Ms AntKfttitiee, appeals 
to the sasse Antiqnitiee by &at very Hame ; aHftAthough he 
does not here dbeotly ^fuote them, vet <loes'he seem tome 
taalkide to this very tefiftimony in themcone^rtiing^omr 8a* 
viour, when tie affirms in this place^o'Trypho ^e Jew, O^t 
MawoMrm 'Or^mt%I^MMisi ^A4^ #Mf«^ tt^a^ 
mmlMcended ink> hecum^y 09 tke^propbeeiudidJbrHdtitfW^ 
ktffen. <SMiee4here «<^Mier m^^s, nor fiHAMibly in ^le 
di^tif Aisttti'WB&anytither^ew^sh teslSmoAy^ottantw^^di; 
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k ifo vgreeable to vfost Justin Jiere aArms at^ikmm Jiews tm 
is this of JcBefduis the J«w before tus: nor indMd -^Uies^lit 
seem to me to nave had any thing else psrtioulariyinhiis'vms 
here, but this very tsstiraoey^ where Jc^phos sajs^ that 
Jbsum apmared io ni9 ybUawera Mve ihe ihM day after An 
erucybnon^ as ihe divine frtpheU iad^fntiaU ikiese mm^ 
ihauiimd aHier xvonderftd tkingM ameernwng Mm. 

VIIL The third author I harre quoted for JosephusVi tas^ 
tinionies of John the Baptist, :of Jesus of 'Nazwstb, aid of 
James the Just, is Origen, iviio is indeed alloifed on ati 
handg to hare quoted him &r the excellent ciharacten:oF 
John the Baptist, and of Janin the Just, but whose 4nipi. 
posed entire silence about this testimony conceminff iShint 
IS usually alleged as the prinapal avgomeiit agaiiist As Being 
genuiue, and particularly as to the chuse, ^JThMwaBike^Ch^fkh 
and that, as we hare seen, l)ecauae:hft twice assures us, idtmt^ 
ia Ins opinbn, Joeepkue dU not MtMHif ^iAnaaiedgeiJigimM 
far 'CkmeL Now, as to this latter clause, I have already 
shewed that Joseph us did sot here, in wnting to Ghredie jaod 
'Bonant, vMan aivy- such thing by those wonbiaa Jow0 and 
Christians natunmy uaderstwd by thcan: I hiiida islsetirii^ 
serred, that all the anctents allow still, with' Origen, 4ha|Jk>w 
aephoB did not, in the Jewish Und Christian seasb, ackaooiri 
ledge Jesus for the true Afauiali or the tnle Christ of fi«iv 
notwithstanding thcsr expt i ess quotalian of that* danone ia 
Josephqs as genuine ; so that ualess une suppose Origen tb 
ha^e had a raerent aotbn of these wofds fram all uhe other 
ancients, we cannot oaaclnde from ihisuseitSDn^ Origents) 
that he had not those wnrds in lua copy ; 'not tO'say that^isiii^ 
after all, much more likely that his eopy a isttfe di ifeted filom 
theother copes in this clause, or indeed ontttled.it «nlinl^ 
tthan that he, on Its account, must be supposed tnot. to havr 
had the rest of this teslimoixy therein, though indeed J ^ste 
no fiBoes^ty of 'making any sneh aapposal at aiL iHowevca^. 
it aeems to me ibat Ongen ^flfoods usisbraeTeadhsdioBAioila 
that the main parU at least of 'this-testiBBpny itssii aaetodii^ 
bis eopy. 

(1.) When Origen introduees Josephas^s HestimoDy.cm^ 
oaming James the Juat^ that faethoa|^t the misaries^r the- 
Jews weie an instance of the divine vengeaace-off thatnatidi^ 
Smt putting James to death instead of Jesus,, he uses ^nea* 
pnssion no way neeessaty to his pusposa, jur occasioa^ihgr 
^y woids of Josephus then, that they bad aUn Aai Gftriitf 
wbKhwosfor^tMinAepfvphaciie. WheaaexsiihilliiseaD* 
pvassioo comeihe».intadsrigeB^*mittd,'whai benaasjqiiotiog 
^ testinumjr of JosEiphus'scQocermngthejbnMhsrq^ 
pni ifitsa fisjrcineoBmanea43f a dasBMiin ttai itsHiiim iiii rf the 



Digitized by 



Google 



4184 .DUnEETATIOX I. 

tanie Joaepkus concentiog Cbritt khuelft thai the p rop heU 
hddJbreMd kis death, and returredUm^ and ten thoueand 
other wonderful things concerning Am. 

(S.) How came Origen to be so 8urprif!ed at Josephua^s as* 
cribing the deBtructioD of Jerunletn to the Jews^ murdering 
o£ James the Just, and not to their murdering of Jesus, as 
ve have seen he was, if be had liot known that Joseph us had 
spoken of Jesus add his death before, and that he had k rery 
good opinion of Jesus, which .yet he could learn no way so 
authentioly as. from? this testimony ? Nor do the words he 
here uses, that Josephus was not remote from the truths per^ 
haps allude to -any thing else but to this very testimony be- 
foire us. 

, (8i) How can the same Origen, upon another slight occa* 
sion, when he had just set down that testimony of Josephus 
coDceming James the Just,, the brother of Jesus, who waa 
called Chriet, to say, that it may be questioned whether the 
Jews thought Jesus to bea fnan^ or whether they did not snp* 
poee.hkntobe abemgqfadivinerkindf This looks so very 
like to the fifth and sixth clauses of this testimooy. in Jo86» 
phus^'that/tf^ij was a wise man^ if it be lau^ to call him d 
mdOT, that it is highly probable Origen thereby alluded to 
them : and this is the mioi'eto- be depended on^' because all 
the unbelieving JoWSy and all.thefestof the Nazarene Jetrs^ 
esteemed Jesus wi^ one consent sas ajm^ man, the son of 
Joseph ajid Maiy ; cmd it is n6t, I think, possible to produce 
anyone Jew but Josephus, who in a sort of compliance with 
the Romans land the catholic ChristiaaB^ who thought him a 
GodjWbu\d say any thing like his Am^ a God, 
. (4.) How cam^ Origen to affirm twice, so expressly, that 
Josephus did not himaelf own^. in the Jewish and Christian 
sense, titai Jesus was Christy notwid)standing his quotations 
of sAch eminent testimonies out:of biatfor John* the Baptist 
his furerunnery and for James the Just his brother, and one 
e£ his pnacipal disdpies ? There is no/ passage m all Jose* 
phus so likely to persuade Origen of tfaia as is the famous 
testimony before us, wherein, as he and all the ancients un. 
derstood it, he was generally <hdted.CAri^ indeed, but not 
any otherwise than as the common name whence the, sect' of 
Christians was derived,- and whdre he all along speaks of 
those Christians as a. sect then in. being, whose author was* a 
wonderful person, and his fdlbwers great lovers of bimand 
of the truth, yet BBSuch^a sect as he had net joined himseif 
to. Which exposition, as.it isaTery iiatural 6ne, so was it, JE 
doubt) but/tqo true of our JnsephttSattbat timec nor csni 
lievise any otker lieasoi^bnt tiusy anditlle pafallel longu^ge.cf 
Jds^ua ^Isewherct, : when ht spodn of Jamea as the br&het^ 
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not of Jim Wkti vm Cktidr bat ^ Jesw who mnu talUed 
GhtUi^ that obtdA so natm«)ly iii«h«ee Oigen and atbcts to 
ife of thftt oj^niM^. 

IX. The^ are ttvo remarkable* passigeff in Suidas and 
Theofrfiyladt^ already set down, as citmg Josephua; the fep- 
mtiti tba« Jbw# dfiokHed wUh tkepHests m ike tempU^ and 
the ktter, that the d^slnietioa of Jerosalcitt, and miseries of 
tlHs JeWB, were owing to tbeir fkUmg Jgmu io deaih, which 
are in none of our present copies, nor cited thence by any 
anoienter authors, nor indeed do they seem altogether con- 
ilistent with the other most authentb testimonies : howerer, 
cihieie Suidas cdtM his passage from a troitise of Josephus^s^ 
tUtied MemoSri of ike Jemi capthniif, a book never heard of 
^}S(^where, and since both citatioils ave not at all disagreeable 
tO' Josepbus's cAto^ter as a Naearene or Ebionite, I dare not 
tx>sHivay conelude they «re i^urious, but must leave them , 
HI suape^fse^ fbr the farther cotisideiation of tl^ learned. 

X. As to that great critic Photius, in the ninth oenturyy 
who is supposed not to have had tins testimony in his copy 
of Josepmra, or ^^ to have esteemed it spwous, because ia 
his extractt oiiit of Jo6ef]^us's Antiquities, it is not expressly 
ti^^^kidned ; t^ is a stoange thinff indeed 1 that a asction 
which ha4 beeii cited 'out ex Josejmus's copies all dong be- 
Ibire the days of Photins, as wdl as it has been ail abng cited 
t>ut of theito since iAa days, diould be supposed not to be ia 
iAs <x>py, because he does not directly nheadoa ii in> cerlma 
short and imperfect extraf^^ no way partiouiarly nelaiing to 
Btidi matters. 'Thotie who lay a stress on this ailende of PImk- 
tius seem fittte 46 have atteooed to the nail«ire and brevity of 
tfiose eltraets. They contain litde or notfaii^, as he in ef*. 
feet prbf^sses at tlieir eiMrMiee, but what concerns Antipater, 
Herod the GreiLt, and his bMti|tfea and family, with their 
eitj^oits, 6)t the days of Agriippa/im;. and Cnmanus, the go- 
vernor of Jifdea, ^eenvears after the death of our Saviour^ 
Without ohe worid of PUate, or what happened under l»ts 
gorertutafent, whicb ye« was the^ only pronor pkce in wbidi 
Ais testittfo6y eould some to be mentioned. However, sinoe 
fbodus seems &ei«fore, as we fasrve seen, to suspect the 
treatise ascribed by some to Josephus^ qf> the Unmrse^ he* 
cause it speaks very high things oi the eternal generation and 
divinity of Christ, this looks very like his knowledge and be-, 
lief of somewhat really in the same Josephus, whi(^ spake in 
a lower manner of him, which could be hardly any other pas- 
sage than this testimony before us. And since, as we have 
also seen, when he speaks of the Jewish histonr of Justus of 
l^iberias, as infected with the prejudices of the Jews, in taking 
no manner of noUce of the advent, of the acts, and of the 
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miracles of Jesus Christy while yet he never .speaks so-(^ 
Josephus himself, this most naturolly implies also, that there 
was not the like occasion here as tberey but that Josephus 
had not wholly omitted that advent, those acts or miracles, 
which yet he has done everywhere else, in the books seen 
by Photius, as well as Justus of Tiberias, but in this famous 
testimony before us ; so that it is most probable, Photius not 
only had this testimony in his copy, but believed it to be ge- 
nuine also. 

XI. tA^ to the silence of Clement of Alexandria, who dtes 
the Antiquities of Josephus, but never cites any of the tes- 
timonies now before us, it is no stranse thing at all, since he 
never cites Josephus but once, and that for a point of chro- 
nology only, to detarmine how many years had passed from 
the days of Moses to the days of tfosephus; so that his 
silence may almost as well be alleged against a hundred 
other remarkable passages in Josephus^s work as against 
these before us. 

XII. Nor does the like silence of TertuUian imply that 
these testimonies, or any of them, were not in the copies of 
his age. Tertullian never once hints at any treatises of Jo- 
sephuB^s but those against Apion, and that in general only^ 
for a point of chronology ; nor does it any way appear that 
Tertullian ever saw any of Josephi|s^s writings besides, and 
far from being certain that he saw even those. He had par- 
ticular occasion in his dispute against the Jews to quote Jo- 
sephus, above any other writer, to prove the completion of 
the pro{diecies of the Old Testament in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and miseries of the Jews at that time, of which he 
there discourses ; yet does he never once quote him upon that 
solemn occasion : so that it seems to me, that Tertullian never 
read mther the Greek Antiquities of Josephus, or his Greek 
books of the Jewish wars ; nor is this at all strange in Ter. 
tullian, a Latin writer, that lived in Africa, by none of which 
African writers is there any one clause, that I know of, cited 
out of any of Josephus^s writing ; nor is it worth my while 
in such numbers of positive citations of these clauses, to 
mention the silence of our later writers, as being here of v^ 
small consequence. 
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DISSERTATION II. 

Concerning God's Command to Abraham to offer up Isaac 
his Son Jot a Sacrifice. 

Since this command of God to Abraham* has of late been 
greatly mistaken by some, who venture to reason about very 
ancient facts from very modem notions, and this without a 
due regard to either the customs, or opinions, or circum- 
stances of the times whereto those facts belong, or indeed to 
the true reasons of the facts themselves ; since the mistakes 
about those customs, opinions, circumstances, and reasons, 
have of late so fkr prevailed that the very same action of 
Abraham^ which was so celebrated by St. Paul,-f* St. James,^ 
the author to the Hebrews,§ Philo,[| and Josephus,^ \vl the 
first century, and by innumerable otners since, as an uncom- 
mon instance of signal virtue, of heroic faith in God, and 
piety towards him ; nay, is in the sacred history** highly com- 
mended by the divine Angtl offfie covenant^ in the name of 
God himself, and promised to be plentifullv rewarded ; since 
this cotnmand, I say, is now at last, in tne eighteenth cen- 
tury, become a stone of stumbling and a rock of qffience 
among us, and that sometimes to persons of otherwise eood 
sense, and of a religious disposition of mind also, I shaU en- 
deavour to set this matter in its true, t. e, in its ancient and 
ori^nal light, for the satisfaction of the inquisitive. In order 
whereto we are to consider, 

1. That till this very profane age, it has been, I think, uni-^ 
versally allowed by all sober persons, who owned themselves^ 
the creatures of Grod, that the Creator has a just right over 
all his rational creatures, to produce their lives to what length 
he pleases ; to cut them off when and by what instrumenta 
he pleases ; to affict them with what sickness he pleases ; 
and to remove them from one state or place in this his great 
palace of the universe to another, as he pleases ; and that all 
those rational creatures are bound in duty and interest to ac 
quiesce under the divine disposal, and to resign themselves 
up to the good providence of Grod in all such his dispensa- 
tions towards them. I do not mean to intimate, that QoA 
may^ or ever does act in these cases after a mere arbitrary 
manner, or without sufficient reason, believing, according ta 
the whole tenor of natural and revealed reli^on, that he h^eih 



* Gen. zxiL f Rom. it. 16-25. r % J*m- "• 21« 29, 

§ Heb. zi; 17. 18. 19. H PhiL de GyganL d. 294. 
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nothinff that he hath made ;* that whatsoever he does, how 
melancholy soever it may appear at first sight to us, is really 
intended ror the good of his ereiatnres, and at the upshot of 
things will fully appear so to be ; but that still he is not 
obliged, nor does in general give his creatures an account of 
the particular reasons of such his dispensations towards them 
immediately, but usually tries and execcises their faith and 
* patience, tneir resignation and abedience, in their present 
state of probation, and reserves those reasons to the ]a«t day, 
the day of the revelation of the righteotis Judgment of God.'f 
2. That the entire historic of the past agea, from the 
days of Adam till now, shew that Alm^ty God has ever 
exercised his power over mankiad, and that without giving 
them an immediate account of the reasons of such hiis ooeu 
duct ; and that withal, the best and wisest men of all agea» 
Heathens as well as Jews and Christians, Marcus Antonias 
ajs well as the patriarch Abraham and St. Paul, have ever 
humbly submitted themselves to this conduct of the divine 
Providence, and always confessed that they were obliged to 
the undeserved goodness and mercy of God for every enjoy- 
ment, but could not demand any of them of his justice, nO| 
not so much as the continuance of that life whereto those 
enjoyments do appertj^n. When God was pleased to sweep 
the wicked race of men away by a flood, the young innocent 
infants as well as the guilty old sinners ; when he was pleased 
to shorten the lives of men after the flood, and still down- 
ward till the days of David and Solomon ; when he waa 
E leased to destroy impure Sodom and Gromorrah by fire and 
rimslone from heaven, and to extirpate the main bpdy of 
the Amorites out of the land of Canaan, as soon as mtr 
iniquities were fuUyX and m these instances included the 
young innocent infants together with the old hardened siflfc- 
ners ; when God was pleased to send an angel, and by him 
to. destroy 185,000 Assyrians (the number attested to by Be. 
rosus the Ckaldean, as well as by our own Bibles) in the days 
of He^ekiah, most of which seem to have had no other pecu^ 
liar^uilt upon them than that common to soldiers in war^ ^ 
x>heymg, without reserve, their king Sennacherib, his generals 
and captains; and when, at the plague of Athens, London, 
Marseilles, &c. so many thopsand rigoteous men and women* 
with innocent babesj were 6wept away on a sudden by a fat4 
^ntagion,-*^! do not remember that sober men have conw 
plained that. God dealt unju^ with such his creatures, in 
those to us seemingly severe dispensations : nor are we cer- 
tain, when -any such se^ingly severe dispensatiox^ are really 

• WW, xi. U. t Kom* ii. *• X C^«n. «:▼. 1«. 
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9UtlH Bar do wt know but shortening the lives of men may 
sometimea b» the grettteet blessing to them, and prevent or , 
put a stop tothow couree&of ^ross wickedness whicb might 
bring them t» a greater misery in the world to come ; nor is 
il fit for such poor, weak, and ignorant creatures as we are, 
in the present state, to call our Almighty, and -All* wise, and 
▲U-good Cneator and Benefactor to an account, upon any 
such occaaons : since we cannot but acknowledge, that a is 
£[t Aai iaikmede ua^ and no$ we onraelves;^ that we axe 
noChiDg, and having notbiaf of ourselves independent of him^ 
but that all we are, all we nave, and all we nope for, is de^ 
rived from him, from his free and undeserved bounty, which 
tberefoie he may justly take from us in what way soever and 
wbenaoenFcr he pleases : all wise and good men still saying in 
aucb cases with the pious Psalmist, xxxix. g, ^^ I was dunahi^ 
I opened' not my mouth, because thou didst it ;"" and with 
paltent J6h, i. dl, li. 10, *^ Shall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and shall not we jeo»ve evil ? The Lord gave, and 
the Ijord hath taken away; Uessed be the name of the Lord."" 
If therrfore this shortemng or taking away the Bves of men 
ba no objeetion against any divine commaiid for that purpose, 
it is full .as strong against the present system of the world, 
i^gwist the conduct of divine providence in general, and 
against natural religion, which is founded on the justice of 
Inat providence, and is no way pecufiar to reveefed reli^oo 
or to the fact of Abraham now before us ; nor in this case 
BMich different from what was soon after the days of Abraham 
thoroughly settled, aft&r Job's and his friends' debates, by the 
iitspiratiDn of Elihu, and the det^mination of God himself, 
vihere the divine providence was at lei^tb thoroughly cleared 
nnd justified before all the wcHJd, as it will be, no question^ 
more generally cleared and justified at the final judgment . 
Sl That till thia profane age, it has also, I think, been unir 
YersaUy allowed by all sober mea^ that a command of G^ 
when sufficiently made known to be so, is abundant authority 
£at the taking a««y tbe life of any person whomsoever. I 
doubt both ancient and modem pnnces, ^nerals of arones^ 
aad judges, even those of the best reputaUon also, have vem 
tnied to take many men^s lives away upon much less author 
rity : nor indeed do the meat sceptical of the moderns cara 
to deny this authority directly; thev rathor take a method of 
objecting somewhat .more plausibre, though it anlount to 
BBUch the same : tbey say, that the apparent disagreement of 
any command to the moral attributes of God, sucn i^ this of 
Ibe slaugfater of on only diild seems plainly to be» will be sk 
greater evidence that such a command does not come from 
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God thaB any pretended revelation can be that it does. But 
as to this matter, although divine revelations have now so 
long ceased, that we are not well acquainted with the manner 
of conveying such revelations with certainty to men, and by 
consequence the apparent disagreement oi a command witn 
the moral attributes of God ought at present, generally, if 
not constantly, to deter men from actiiw upon audi a pre- 
tended revelation, yet was there no soch uncertainty in the 
days of die old prophets of Grod, or of Abndiam, the friend 
of God,* who are ever found to have had an entire certainty 
of those their revelations: and what evidently shews they 
were not deceived is this, that the events and consequences 
of things afterward always corresponded, and secured them of 
^e triw^ of such divine revelations. Thus the first miracu- 
lous voice from heaven,f calling to Abraham not to execute 
this command, and the performance c{ those eminent pro* 
mises made by the second v(nce,| on account of 1ms obedi* 
ence to that command, are ilemonstmtions that Abraham^s 
commission for what he did was truly divine, and are an en. 
tire justification of his conduct in this matter. The words of 
the first voice from heaven will come hereafter to be set down 
in a fitter place, but the fflorious prcnnises made to Abraham^s 
obedience by Uie second voice must here be produced firom 
verse IS, IfiC 17, 1& ^< And the angel of the Lord called 
unto Abraham out of heaven the secnid tame, and said. By 
myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy eon, thine only soa 
from me, that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiply- 
ing I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the 
«and which is upon tlw «e»4ihore ; and thy seed riiall possess 
the gate of his enemies : and in thy .seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because thou hast c^eyedrnv voice«^ 
Every one of which promises have been eminently fulfilled ; 
and, what is chiefly remarkable, the last and principal of them, 
that ^ iiTAbraham^s sebd all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed,'*' was never f»*omised till tbb time. It had been 
twice promised him, chap. xii. ven 2, and xviiL 18, that^^ in 
himself should all the families a£ the earth be blessed,^ but 
that this blesang was to belong to future tim^ and to be be- 
stowed by the means of one of Ins late posterity, the Mes sias, 
that great s€ed and iono{ Abraham, only was never revetled 
before, but on a^uch an amaaing instance of his faith and 
obedience as was this his -i^eadiness to o&r.up bis cmLy. be- 
gotten son Isaac, was now first promised, and has been long 
jSLgo perfoFmed) ip the biilh of J^esus of Nazareth, Ae wn of 

* lia. jtH. «. t Gen. xadi. 11^ 12. % Geo. xxU. 17, l«- 
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DatHdf Ihe wn ofAbrahamy* which highly deserves our ob- 
servation in this place : nor can we suppose that any thing 
else than clear conviction that this command came from 
God could induce so good a man, and so tender a father as 
Abraham was, to sacrifice his own beloved son, and to lose 
thereby all the comfort he received from him at present, and 
kll the expectation he had of a numerous and happy poste- 
rity, from him hereafter. 

4. That long before the days of Abraham the daemons or 
heathen gods had required ana received human sacrifices, and , 
particularly that of the offerer's own children, and this both 
Defore andCafter the deluge. This practice had been indeed 
8Q long left off in Egypt, and the custom of sacrificing ani- 
mals there was confinea to so few kinds in the days of Hero- 
dotus, that he would not believe they had ever offered hunian 
sacrifices at all : for he says,f *^ That the fable, as if Her- 
cules was sacrificed to Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned by the 
Greeks, who were entirely unacquainted with the nature of 
the Egyptians and their laws ; for how should they saprifice 
men, with whom it is unlawful to sacrifice any brute beast 
(boars, and bulls, and pure calves, and ganders, only except- 
ed)?" However, it is evident from Sanchoniatho, Manetho, 
Pausanias, Diodorus Siculus, Philo, Plutarch, and Por- 
phyry, that such sacrifices were frequent both in Phenicia 
and Egypt, and that long before the days of Abraham, as 
Sir John Marsham and bishop Cuml)erland have fully 
proved; nay, that in other places (though not in Egypt^, 
this cruel practice continued long after Abraham, ana this 
till the very third, if not also to the fifth century of Chris- 
tianity, before it was quite abolished. Take the words of 
the original authors in English, as most of them occur in 
their originals in Sir John Marsham's Chronicon, p. 76, 77, 

'^^CHBoin7S offered up his only-becotten son, as a burnt- 
offering to his father Ounmus, when tiiere was a famine and 
and a pestilence." 

^* SCheokus, whom the Phenicians name Israel [it diouid 
be /}], and who was after his death consecrated into the star 
Saturn, when he was king of tbe country, and had by a 
nymph of that country, named Anobrei^ an only-begotten 
son, whom, on that acootmt, they called Jeud (the Pheni- 
dasns to this dtLV calling an oidy-begotten scm by that name), 
he, in his ciread of v^ gteat <lan^rs that lay upon the coun* 
try from war, adorned his son with royal apparel, and built 
an altar, and offered him in sacrifice !" 

* M«Hh. L 1. t Ap. Manfa. Ontm. p. 303. 

t PbiUv Bib. a SucImk p. 76. . § Philo. Bib. ez Suudio. p. 77* 
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*^ *The PheiuQliiis, wh^ (hey were jo gr^ dfog^rs 1^ 
war, by fanune, or by pestilence, sacrifioed to Saturn of^ of 
the dewrefit of their pegpil^, whom they chose hy public wA 
fnige for tjbat purpose : A^d Saachoniatho^s PJ^enician history 
is full of Quch sacriiices. [These hitherto I take tp h^ve baon 
before the flood].'' 

'^ fin Arabia, the Dui»atii sacrificed a child every jj^.'^ 

<< ^They relate that of old the [Egyptian] kings sacrificed 
such men as were of the same colour with Typho^ nt the 
Wpulchre of Oaris.^ 

^^ §Maoetho relates, tjbat they burnt Typhonean p^en al^v^ 
in the city Idithyia [or Ilithyia] and scattered tl^mrasfaef 
like chaff that is winnowed; and this was done publicly^ an4 
at a set season, in the do^-days.'" 

*^ tjThe barbarous natioQs did a long time admit of tho 
daugnter of children, as of a hcdy practice, and acceptabtjB 
to the ^ods. — ^And this thing both private person^, and kingSj 
and entire nations^ practise at proper seasons."" 

" ^F*^^^ human sacrifices that were enioiqed by the Dodi^ 
nean oracle^ mentioned in Pau$anias's Achaics, in t^e tra/pca} 
story of Coresus and Callirhcie^ sufficiently intin^^te that thf 
Phenicii^n and Egyptian priests had set up this DodoneaA 
opvqle before the time of AmoaSi wl>p destroyed that barW 
jrous practice in Egypt^ 

■ Iwque adyiU hre tritHa dfei4 reportat : 
SoMguine platntatU veMoti ei mrgin* ccetM, 
Cum, primum JUmcts Iktmi vetmiw ad unm ; 
Sanguine quartadi rtditWf tmimoMe UtaadMm 
ArgoUca.^^ 

.*.«*H0iicom tfaffgoda thif dresdftd taiirv bioi|g}ii{ 

p Gndaos, wl)«n the Trojan abores jwu soucbl^ 

Your passage vitli a vijgin*s blood .wai;^ bought ; 

60 must yotir aafb return be bougbt again, ^ 

And Grerian blood once more atone the main. Davuxvk 

Thfifle Uoody sacrifices were» for certaio^ inatftaoen of the 

Cest degree of impiety, tyranny, and crueUy^ in the worid, 
«ith^r wicked daemons or wichsd Ineji, who nether- 
aade nor preserved mankind wbp Wd tbeira&ite up right 
over ttusm, nor wene they abte to Mjl^ke than aoi^s m thd 
Mxt world ibr what they thus hsi ofauffianad in thiv^houMf 
afUr 40 inhufiMi a mvin^r, commmd ths taking. ««ray tbe 
|iy«B of men, wd partiisulalrly of the pfferf r's .9wa jchildiM^ 
^riiiiout the coc^uision oi any crime. This waa* I ihink> an 

• Porphyry, p. 77. f Peipkyty, p. g?- 

$ Diod. p. 78. § Pluurch, p. 78. 

y NonwUi f^ PbUoo^ p. 71?. f Comberl. Sanchop* p. 97<8- ' ' 
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aboimQ«tio|i fkrivod from him who wat * a murderer from 
the beginning; a eiime truly and properly diabolical. 

5. That accordingly AJmi^hty God himaelf, under the 
Jewish dispensatiofi, vebemenuy ooodemned the Pagans, and 
sometimea the Jew9 themselves for this crime ; ana for this, 
4mon^ other heinpu? sins, caat the idolatrous nations (nay, 
sometimes the Jews too) out of Palestine. Take the prin^ 
cipal texts hereto relating, as they he in order in the Old 
Testament. 

-f ^' Thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire 
to Molfich. — Defik not yourselves in any of these things, for 
ii^ all these the pations are defiled, which I cast out before 
you,'' &c. 

J " Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed 
unto Molech, he shall surely be put to death : the people of 
the land shall stone him witn stones.^ 

§ ^^ Take heed to lliyaelf, th^t thou be not snared by fol- 
Ipwing the nations, after that they be destroyed from before 
^ee : and that tbou inquire not aner their gods, saying, How 
aid these nations serye their gods, ev^ao will I do likewise. 
Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God ; for every abo^ 
mination of the Ii0rd» which he hateth, have they done unto 
their g^ods, for even their sons and their daughters have they 
burnt in the fire to th^ir gods.^ See chap; xviii. 10, 9, Kings 
xvii. 17. 

jj ** A^d AIw ipode bis son to pass thiough the fire, ac- 
cording to the abominations of the neathen, whom the Lord 
c»|t out before thp children of Israel."" 

j||[ «< ]\ioreover» Ah^ burnt Incense in the valley of the son 
of Hinpom, and burnt \m children [bb son in Josephus] in 
the fire, after t}ie abominations of the heathen, whom the 
^•ord ha4 cast oitt ))efore the children of IsraeL"^ 

** *< And the Seph^rvited burnt their children in the fire 
to Adranuneldch, and An^WPelech, the gods of Sephar- 

-|-^ *^ And iJpsiah defiled Tophelb, whi(^ is in the vafiey 
^ thp children of jsini^om, thai no man might make his soti 
pr Iii^ daughter tp p^ss tbrquffb the fire unto Mdeeh." 

^\ ^^ Yea, they s^rifiq^d tneir sons and their daughters 
^ptp dienuH^s ; iM^d shed innocent blood, the blood of theb 
spna ^nd of thw d^^uffht^rs, whom they sacrificed uplo the 
1^^ of C^n^ifiii^ ana the land was pdluted with blood.** 
^ Jf^ IvjL ^, 

• John Tiii. 44. f Lev. xtHL 21. J liCv. xx. 2. 

g Deut, ^lA, 30, 31. ii 2 Kipgy zvi^a* f > Cbi^D. ixvin. S. 

mp $ ivingi xvii. 91. ff S j(i|«i wii. IP. ti Pnl* ai- ^h ^ 
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' * ^^ The diildren of Judah bath done evil in my tUf^U 
saith the Lord; they have set their abominations in the house 
which is called by my name« to pollute it : And they have 
built the high places of Tophet, ¥rhidi is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to bum their sons and th^r daughters in the 
fire, which I commanded them not, nor came it into my 
heart.'* 

f " Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever 
heareth, his ears shall tingle, because they have fn^aken me, 
and have estranged this place, and have burnt incense unto 
other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place mth the 
blood of innocents. They have built also the nigh places of 
Baal, to bum their sons with fire for burat-offerings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it 
into my mind,^ &c. 

t ^* They built the high places of Baal, which are in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through die fire unto Molech, irhidi I 
commanded them not, neither came it into my mind that 
they should do this abomination to cause Judah to an.^ 

§ *^ Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, 
whom thou hast bora unto me, and these hast tbtou sacrificed 
unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small 
matter, that thou hast slain my children, and delivered them 
to cause diem to pass through the fire' for them ?^ See 
chap. XX. 26, 1 Cor. x. m 

II ^* Thou hatest the old inhabitants of thy holy land, for 
doing most odious works of witchcraft and wicked sacnfioes ; 
and also those merciless murderers of children, and devourers 
of man's flesh, and feasts of blood with their priests, out of 
the midst of ^ir idolatrous crew, and the parents that killed 
with their own hands souls destitute of help ^ 
. 6. That Almighty God never permittea, in any one in- 
stance, that such a human sacrifice should actually be ofiered 
to himself (though he hfid a rieht to have required it, if he 
had so pleaBed) under the whok Jewish dispensation, which 
yet was full of many other kmds of sacrifices, and this Bi a 
time when mankind generally thouriit such sacrifices of the 
flreatest virtue for the procuring paraon of sin, and the divine 
favour,-^this the ancient recoids of the heatfien worU attest. 
Take their notion in the words of Philo Byblius, the trans- 
latorofSanchoniatho: ^ '^It was the custom of the andents, 
in the greatest calamities and dangers, for the governors of 

• Jar. ynu 30, 31, 8S. f J«r- ^* '> < *• t J«r* n»L 86. 

§ Eidu zvi. 30, 21. li Wild. xiL 4,6, e. f Ap. Matdk ^ 7«> 77- 
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the city or natioii) in order to avert the destnicdon of all, to 
devote thek* beloved son to be slain, as a price of redemption 
to the punishing [or avenging] dsemons; and those so devoted 
were killed after a mystiod manner.*" This the history of the 
king of Moab,* when he was in great distress in his war 
against Israel and Judah, informs us of: who then ^^ took his 
eMest son, that should have reigned in his stead, and offered 
him for a burnt-offering upon me city wall.^ This also the 
Jewish prophet Micahf implies, when he inquires, ^^ Where- 
with shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before 
the Hi^ Grod ? Shall I come before him with burnt-offer* 
ings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of fat kids of the 
goats ? Shall I give my first-bom for my transgression, the 
fruit oTmy body for the sin of my soul ? No, certainly, For 
ile hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mer- 
cy, and to humble thyself to walk with thy Ood ?^ 

It is true, Gk)d did here try the faith and obedience of 
Abraham to himself, whether they were as strong as the Pa- 
gans exhibited to their daemons or idols, yet did he withal 
take effectual care, and that by a miraculous interposition 
also, to prevent the execution, and provided himself a ram, 
as a vicarious substitute, to supply the place of Isaac imme- 
diately: I *^ And the angd of the Lord called unto Abraham, 
and s^d. Abraham, Abraham ; and he said, here am I: And 
he said, Lay not thuie hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him, for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing 
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a 
ram caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the 
stead of his son.^ Thus though Jephtha § has, by many, been 
thought to have vow6d to offer up his only aaughter and 
^ild for a sacrifice, and that as bound on him, upon suppol 
sition of his vow, by a divine law, Levit. xxvii. ^, ^, of 
which opinion I was once myself, yet upon more mature 
<x>nsideratk>n I have, for some time, thought this to be a 
mistake, and that his vow extended only to her being devoted 
to serve God, at the tabernacle, or elsewhere, in a state of 
perpetual virginity; and that neidier that law did enjom 
any human sacrifices, nor do we meet with an example of its 
execution in this sense afterwards. Phifo never mentions 
any such law, no more than Josephus : And when Josephus 
diought that Jepbtha had made sudi a vow, and executed it. 



* 3 Kiiigs4ii. si: f Mk. vi. 6, 7, 6. 

t (Jt:o. xjLiL 11, 12, 13. § Judg. xL 30, 39. 
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be is so fur from hinting at its benig done in oompliaQee with 
any law of God, that he expresstj ooodemns him for it, as 
having acted contrary thereto ; or in his own worda, * *^ ms 
having offered an oolation neither conformable to the law, 
nor acceptable to God, nor weighing with himself what opi- 
nion the hearers would have of such a practice.'" 

7. That Isaac being at this time, according to Josephus, -fr 
who is herein justly fcnlowed by Archb. Usher, I no less tbaa 
twenty-five years of age, and Abraham being, by ccmsequence, 
one hundred and twenty-five, it is not to be supposed that 
Abraham could bind Isaac, in order to offer him in sacrifice^ 
but by his o^n free consent ; which free consent of the party 
who is to sufier, seems absolutely necessary in all such cases : 
and which free consent St Clement, as well as Josephus, dis- 
tinctly takes notice of on this occasion. St Clement describes 
it thus : § ** Ii^aac b^ng fully persuaded of what he knew was 
to come, cheerfully yielded biinaolf up for a sacrifice.^ And 

• for Josephus, after introducing Abraham, in a pathetic 
qpeech, laying before Isaac the divine command, and exhort- 
ipg him patiently and joyfully to submit to it, he tella vd^ 
that II ^usaac verycheerfuUjrconsratedr and then introduces 
him, in a short put very pious answer, acquiescing in the 
proposal ; and adds, that ^^ he then immediately ana readily 
went to the altar to be sacriiSced.'^ Nor did Jephtha^* wp* 
form his rash vow, whatev^ it were, till his- aaughter nad 
given her coosait to it 

8. It appears to me that Abraham never dcapaked entisely 
of the interposition of Providenyce for the ppeservatioQ of 
I^^aq, although in obedience to the command he prepared to 
sacrifice \im to God. This seems to me intimated in Abrs? 
^iam'^s wor^s to his servants, on the third day, when he was 
ip sight of the n^Quntain on which he was to oSct his son 
](8aac :.** ^^ We will ffo and worship, and we will come i^gatn 
to you.^ A^ alko in his answev to his son when he inquued, 
<^ Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
|>yrat*ofiering ? And Abraham said. My son, God will pio-i 
vide himself a lamb for a borntioffertng. Both these passegas 
JpoK to me somewhat like such an expectation. However, 

Q. Xt appears most evident that Abraham^ and I suppose 
Isfio^ also, firmly believed, that if Grodshotdd permit Isaac to 
][)e actyaUy slain as a sacrifice, he wotild certaiuy and speeMf 
raise him again firom the dead. This^ to be sure, is supposed 
in the words ali^ady quoted, that both ^^ he and his aoa would 

.- ^ Anfeiq. B* T* obtp< liL i«ct 10« f Antiq. B. I d1^^ il« 

X Uih. Annal. ad A. M. 2133. g 1 Clan. Mct 31. . 

I) Antiq. B, I cbfp. ain- «eet 3. f jQ4g* xi. 36, 37- 

** Gen* xxii. 6, 7* 
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gorsHd woidup and eotne again to the servants;^ and is dearlj 
and Justly coUdeted from this history by the author to the 
Hebrews^ chap. xi. 17) 18, 19* *' By fmtb Abraham when 
he was tned offered up Isaac ; and be that had received the 
fMKmiweB offered up his only-begotten^ of whom it was said, 
that in Isaac shall thy seed be called, accounting, or reason- 
ing, that Grod was able to n^se him from the aead.'*'^ And 
this reasoning was at once very obvious, and wholly undeni- 
mUe, that sinee God was truth itself, and had over and over 
ppomised that he would ** * multiply Abraham exceedingly ; 
that he should be a father of many nations ; that his name 
^diould be no longer Abram, but Abraham, because a father 
of many nations Ood had made him,^ &c. ; that <* Sand his 
irife riiould be called Sarah; that he would bless her, and ^ve 
AJbraham a son also of her C* and that ^* he would bless him j 
and she should become nations, and kings of people should 
be of her,** &c. ; and that ^^ -(* in Isaac should his seed be 
called.^ And since withal it is here suj^sed that Isaac 
^at to be dain as a sacrifice, before he was married, or had 
any seed, God was, for certain, obliged by his promises, in 
these circumstances, to raise Isaac again from the dead : and 
4his was an eminent instimce ot ihut faith whereby *^ t Abnu 
bam believed Gk)d, and it was imputed to him for rigfateou»- 
Aoss,^ vi^ that if Gkxl should p^mit Isaac to be sacrificed^ 
he would certakly and quickly raise htm up agun from tk& 
dead, ** § from whence idso he veoeived him in a figure,^ as 
the author to the Hdbrews here justly observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of Abrabam*s laith 
and assurance in God for such a resurrection was this, besides 
the general coMderation of the divine vteraeity, that dmring 
the whole time of his sojourning in strange countries, in Ca- 
naan and Egypt^ ever since he md been culed out of Chaldea 
or Mesopotamia at seventy-five years of i^e, he had || had 
constant experience of a speoiid, of an ovemilittg, of a land 
and gracious Providence ov«r hun, till bis Ijiftth year, whseh 
agmnst all human views had continually Uessed hua, and «•• 
riched him, and, in bis elder age, had given him first Ishnad 
by Haear, and afterward promised him Isaac ^ to ^^ ^^nng 
from his own body now oead,** and firom the duidness m 
Sarah's womb, when Ae was past age, and when it ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of women,^ ff and had ac^ 
tually performed that and ev«fy other promise, how impro* 
bable soever that performance had appeared, he had evef 
made to him, and tnis duiing fifty entire years tegethe^j so 

* Gen. xtH. 2, 4, 5, 6, 16. f Gen. zxL 12. ± Gen. zr. 6. 

S Heb. zi 19. n Gen. ziL 4. f ftooi. tv. H. 

*■ Heb. zi. 11. ft 0»- zvHi. 11. 
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that altbou^ at his first exit put of Chaldea or Itesopotamis 
he mi^t have been tempted to stagger ai such apromiienf 
God through unbelief j * yet might he now after fifty years* 
constant expenence, be justly strong in foAth^ g^^^^i^ g^orgf 
to Gody as being fuBjf persuaded, that what God had pro- 
mised, the resurrection of Isaac, he was both able and wUting 
to perform, 

11. That this assurance therefore, that God, if he per- 
mitted Isaac to be slain, would infallibly raise him aoain from 
the dead, entirely alters the state of the case of ^raham'^s 
sacrificing Isaac to the true God, from that of all other 
human sacrifices whatsoever offered to false ones ; all those 
others being done without the least promise or prospect of 
such a resurrection ; and this indeed takes away m pretence 
of injustice in the divine command, as well as of inhumanity 
or cruelty in Abraham^s obedience to it. 

12. That, upon the whole, this conomand to Abraham, and 
. what followed upon it, looks so very like an intention of Grod 

to typify or represent beforehand in Isaac, a beloved, or on^ 
begoken son, what was to happen long afterward to the great 
son and seed of Abraham, the Mesmah, the beloved and ihe^ 
on^f^begotten of the Faiher, whose day Abraham saw byjaiih 
befbrdiond, and rgoiced to see it,f that he by the deter^ 
minate counsel andjbreknnwkdge ^ God should be crwA&ed 
and slain | as a sacrifice, and should be raised again the third 
day, and this at Jerusalem also ; and that in the mean time, 
Groid would accept of the sacrifices of rams, and the like ani- 
mals at the same citv Jerusalem ; that one cannot eaffily avoid 
the application. This seems the reason why Abraham was 
obhgea to go. to the land of Moriah, or Jerusalem ; and why 
it is noted, that it was the third doy § that he came to the 
place, which implies that the return Mck, after the slaying' 
of the sacrifice, would naturally be the third day also ; and 
why this sacrifice was not Ishmael, the son of the flesh only, 
but Isaac the son by promise, the beloved son of Abraham ; 
and why Isaac was styled the only son, or onfyieMiten son of 
Abraham, though he had Ishmael besides ; and why Isaac 
himself was to batr the wood \\ on which he was to fale sacri- 
ficed ;^ and why the place was no other than** the landof 
Moriah, or vision, i. e. most probably a place whare the She- 
dnah or Messiah had been seen, and Grod by him worshipped, 
even before the days of Abraham, and where lately lived, and 
|>erhap8 now lived Melchisedeck, the grand type of the Mes« 
siah (who might then possibly be present at the sacrifice) ; and 
why this sacrifice was to be offered either on the mountain 

Ram. iv. 20, 21. t Joha tuL 56. X Acts ii. 33. § Gen. xziL 2* 4. 
* )1 Heb. zi. 17- f Gen. zziL 6. •• Jotoi xiz. 17- 
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called afterward difltiaeUyJIforia^ where the temple stood, 
'^ and whore all the Mosaic sacrifices w^e afterward to be of. 

^ feredy as Josephus* and the generality suppose ; or perhaps, 

^ as oChors suppose, that ^riiere the Messiah himself was to oe 

a offered, its neighbour Mount Calvary. This seems also the 

r^ reason why the ram was substituted as a vicarious sacrifice 

instead of Isaac. These circumstances seem to me very 
V. peculiar and extraordinary, and to render the present hypo- 

iji thesis extremely probaUe. Nor perhaps did St. Clement 

^ mean a^ thing else, when, in his fore^ited passage, be says, 

b that '^ Isaac was fully persuaded of what ne knew was to 

i oome,^ and therefore ^* cheerfully yielded himself up for a 

•s aacnfioe.^ , Nor indeed does that name of this place Jeho^ 

^i vah-pireh, which continued till the days of Moses, and sig. 

II nified, Ood wiU aee^ or rather God wul provide^ seem to be 

g^ved it by Abraham, on any other account, than that Grod 
t: would there, in the fulness of time, profvide himself a lamb 

^i (that lamb-^ of God tMch was to kike axody the dn of the 

I world) for a burrU^ering. 

e But now, if after all it be objected, that how peculiar and 

how tjrpical soevar the circumstances of Abraham and Isaac 
might be in themselves, of which the heathens about them 
co^d have little notion, yet such a divine command to Abra- 
bam, for slaying his bdoved son Isaac, must however be of 
very ill example to the Gentile worid ; and that it probably 
did ether first occasion, or at least greatly encoura^ their 
wicked practices, in offering their children for sacrifices to 
their idols ; I answar by the next consideration. 

18. That this olgection is so fiur from truth, that Grod^s 
public and miraculous prohibition of the execution of this 
command to Abraham (which command itsdf the Gentiles 
would not then at all be surprised at, because it was so like 
to their own usual practice), as well as GixTs substitution of 
a vicarious oblation, seem to have been the very occasion of 
die immediate abcHMon of those impious sacrifices by Teth. 
mosis, or Amons, among ihe neight)ouring Egjrptians, and 
of Ae mbstAtuAon of more inoffensive ones there instead of 
them. Take the account of this abolition, which we shaU 
presently prove was about the time of Abraham^s offering ^ 
up his son Isaac, as it is preserved by Porphyry, from Mane- 
tho, the famous Egyptian historian and chronologer, which 
is fdso cited from Porphyry by Eusebius and Theodorit : 
" X Amosis,^ says Porpnyry, " abolished the law for slaying 
of men in Heliopolis of Effypt, as Manetho bears witness in 
his book of Antiquity and Piety. They were sacrificed to 
Juno, and were examined, as were the pure calves, that we;re 

* Antiq. B* i ehap, ip. s«et. 2. f J«^ >• ^ t Mmh; p» SOI. . 
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jEJao sealedl with tk&ak : they ¥4re sterifioed thfee k ft<djnr. 
In whose stead, Amosk oominaiided that men of wot, of toe 
Mune number, should be stdntituted. 

Now I have lately shewn that these EgjrptboM had AbO' 
Jbam in great veneration, and that aM &e wUdom of ihoit 
Eg^wAams^ in whkh Mose& taas afterwards learned^ waa de- 
livea from no other thanibom Abraham. Now k lippaare 
evidently by the forested passage, thait the first abowitmdt 
these human saertfiees, aind the subslitiiiion of waxen unages 
in their stead, and partioukrlj ax Heiiopcdis, in the non- 
east part of Egypt, in the neighbourhood of Beerd)^>a, in 
the eoiith of Palestine, wbece Abraham now lived, at (bedia. 
tan^ of about a hundred emd twenty utiles only, waa in the 
jday a, and by the order of Tethaions or AinoBi% who was the 
first of the Egyptian kings^ aftar the expulsion of the FbeaL 
jetflO shephow. Now therefore we are Co incjilire when tkqs 
Tethmoais or Ajdobis livedo and compare hia time wiith the 
ijupe of the sacrifice of Isaac. Now if we look i^to mf 
chronolopcal table, published a. n. 17S1» we sbidl find that 
ftba hundred and twenty^fifth yeai* of AbndbaAi, or, whid) is 
aU 0ne, the ttnenty-fifth of Isaac, falls into a. h. 9573, oi 
into the thirteenth year cf Telihinosis <Mr Amoaia, whkb iatbe 
veiy jaiddle of his twenty^e years^ reign. So thai thia abo- 
. litioA ^liiuQan sanrifioea in Egypt, and substitution of otliara 
ia dieir room, seems to have been dcoaaooed by the aoleooA 
pccibibition of such a sacrifiee in the caaeof AbraJbun, aodhgr 
iheibllowkig aubstttuCion of a cam in its .stead: wbioh ae- 
count of this mattter net only takes away the groundless su^ 
ficions of the modems^ but shews jthe great seaaonalblen^sa of 
jtbe divine piohibition 6f the exeoutioa of thissC<Mwmaiid t» 
Abmham, is probably the direct becasbn of putting a sto|^lo 
4le barbarity of the Egyptians in offering hiumm SBcrificea» 
Und that foor mahy, if not for all^eiwuitioiis gk^mtixd. 

piss;eBTATioN ni. 

Tadtufs Jdcounts qf^ Origin of^ Jewish NAtioN, Ot^ 
of^PartfadarsdfihelMiJetrishWar; that the^fiirmgr 
fcm probailbf written in qppoHHon to Josephuf^ AfMqkA^ 
tie0, and that the httet tads for certain ahnost all 4iredtfy 
token frwn Joeeptmfs Hiekiry tf ^ Jewish War. 

StNCE Tadtus, the fatqous Roipan historian, who has writ- 
ten more largely and professedly about the origin of A^ lew- 
idt natioti, about the dfaofogi^aphy of Jude^ mA 4h^ liat 
Jewish war under Cesttus, Vespa8tt% And T^Ufip tbw ^y 
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otfier 'oU BoiOAn hi^toriaR ; and si»Qe both Jo«e{)liU8 and 
T9fiMm^ verem^vour witji tl^ same Booaan empei'oi-8, Yes* 
paaiaii, Titus, aiid D^^KoitiaQ ; and sioce Tacitus was an emi- 
oeoC pleader aod writer of faiatory at Borne during tlie time 
w lM»t lopg after our Josefihus Joad been there studying die . 
Grfok laBguage, reading tbe Greek books, and writing his 
Qffm worka in the flame Gneek langUfige, which language was 
aknost univeraaUy known «t Rome in that age ; and since 
iberefoce it i» mxt to impoesible to suppose that Tacitus 
eould>be unacquainted with the writing of Josephus, it cannot 
Imt be faaghly proiper to compare their accounts of Judea, of 
lim tfewi^ ana Jewish affairs, together. Nor is it other than 
A 9rery sutpming paradox to me, bow it has been possible for 
JoMcaed men, particularly for the several learnea editors of 
Joaepbiis and Tactics, to be so v«rv silent about this matter 
f^ tbey have hitheito been, especially when not only the cor- 
weapondence of the authors as to time and place, but the like- 
new of tbe aubjeet^4naitter and circumstances is so very often 
«9-very semarkable; nay, indeed, since many of the piurticu^ 
Jar llicte Monged peoubarly to tbf reoion of Judea^ and to 
A» Jewkb nation, i«ad are such as could hardly be taken by 
A foneigner &oni any other aiUlior than from ou,r Joseph us, 
^is strange sUeucc ia ahoost unacoounlable, if not inexcusable. 
Tbe itwo only other writers whom we know of, whence such 
jjewiflh affairs might be supposed to be taken by Tacitus, who 
flievicr ajipears lo oe in Judea himself, are Justus of Tiberias^ 
m, Jewidb liistoriafi, eontemporary with Josephus, and one 
Antonius Julianus, once muentioned by Minuiius Felix, in his 
jQctaviua; sect 88, as having written on the same subject 
with Josopbtts, and both already mentioned by me on ano- 
tlier occaaKxi, Diaaert. I. As to Justus of Tiberias, he could 
jiot be the bistonan whence Tacitus tpok his Jewish affairs, 
jbeoatise^ as we have seen in the place just cited, the principal 
paaaa^ in Tacttuax^f that nature, concerning Christ, and his 
BoSBtrmg^ under the Emperor Tiberius, and by his procura- 
tor Pontius Pilate, waa not there, aa we know from the tes- 
iimaaj of Phoiius, CkxL xxx. And as to Antc^ius Julianus, 
his very name ahevshim to have been not a Je^r but a Ko- 
man. He is never mentioned by Josephus, and sp problfel^ 
knew no more of the country or affairs of Judea than Tacitus 
himself. He was, I suppose, rather an epitomi^er of Jose- 
phus, and not so early as Tacitus, than an original historian 
himself before him. Nor could so exact a writer as Tacitus 
ever take up with such poor and alifiost unknown historians 
as these were, while Josephus'*s seven books of the Jewish . 
War were then so common ; were in such great reputation 
at Rome ; were attested to, and recommended by Vespasian 

VOI-. IV. D d V 
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and Titus the emperors, by kin^Affrippa and Kng Avcbei' 
laus, and Herod kin^ of Chalcis r&na he was there honcmred 
with a statue ; and these his books were reposited at the pub- 
lic library at Rome, as we know from Josephus himself, from 
Eusebius, and Jerome ; while we never hear of any other 
history of the Jews that had then and there any such attes- 
tations or recommendations. Some things indeed Tacitus 
might take from the Roman records of this war, I mean from 
the Commentaries of Vespasian, which are mentioned by 
Josephus himself, in his own Life, sect. 65, and some others 
from the relations of Roman people, where the affairs of 
Rome were concerned ; as also other affairs might be remem- 
bered by old officers and soldiers that had been in the Jewish 
war. Accordingly I still suppose that Tacitus had some 
part of his information these ways, and particularly where be 
a little differs from or makes admtions to Josephus ; but then, 
as this will all reach no farther than threeor four years during 
this war, so will it by no means account for that abridgment 
of the geography of the country, and entire series of the 
principid facts of history tliereto relating, which are in Taci- 
tus, from the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, MO years before 
that war, with which Antiochus both Josephus and Tacitus. 
begin their distinct histories of the Jews, preparatory to the 
'history of this last war. Nor could Tacitus talte the greatest 
part of those earlier facts belonging to the Jewish nation 
from the days of Moses, or to Chnst and the Christians in 
the days of Tiberias, from Roman authors ; of which Jewish 
and Christian affairs those authors had usually very little 
knowledge, and which the heathen generally did grossly per- 
vert and shamefully falsify ; and this is so true as to Tacitus^s 
own accounts of tne origin of the Jewish nation, that the 
reader may almost take it for a constant rule, that when Ta- 
citus contradicts Josephus^s Jewish Antiquities, he either teBi 
direct falsehoods, or truths so miserably disguised as renders 
them little better than falsehoods, and hardly ever lights upon 
any thing relating to them that is true and soKd, but when 
the same is in those Antiquities at this day; of which mattefs 
more will be said in the notes on this hiatory immediatdy 
following. 
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 
Book V. Chap. II. 

Since we are now going to relate the final period of this 
famous city [Ja'usalem], it seeras proper to give an account 
of its ori^nal.* — The tradition hy that the Jews ran away 
from the island of Crete, and settled themselves on the coast 
of Libya, and this at the time when Saturn was driven out of 
his kingdom by the power of Jupiter ; — an argument for it is 
fetched from tiieir name. The mountain iSel is famous in 
Crete,; and the neighbouring inhabitants are named Idcei^ 
which, with a barbarous augment, becomes the name of Ju^ 
dm [Jews J. Some say they were a people that were very 
numerous m Egypt under the reign of Isis, and that the 
Egyptians got free from that burden, by sending them into 
the adjoining countries, under their captains Hierosolymus 
and Judas. The greatest part say, they were those Ethio. 
pians whom fear and hatrea oblig^ to change their habita- 
tions in the reign of king Cepheus.+ There are those which 
report that they were Assyrians, wno wanting lands, got to. 
gether, and obtained {)art of E^ypt, and soon afterward 
settled themselves in cities of their own, in the lands of the 
Hebrews, and the parts of Syria that lay nearest to them.^ 
. Oth^s pretend their origin to be more eminent, and that the 
Solymi, a people celebrated in Homer^s poems, were the 
founders of this nation, and gave this their own name Hiero- 
solyma to the city which they built there. || 

Chap. III.] Many authors agree, that when once an in- 
fectious distemper was arisen in Egypt, and made men^s bo^ 
dies impure, Bocchoris their king went to the oracle of [Ju- 
piter] Haromon, and begged he would grant him some relief 
against this evil, and that he was enjoined to purge his nation 
of them, and. to banbh this kind of men into other countries 
as hateful to the gods.^ That when he had sought for, and 
gotten them altogether, they were left in a vast oesert ; that 
hereupon the rest devoted tnemselves to weeping and inacti- 
vity; out one of those exiles, Moses by name, advised them to 

* Most of these stories are so entirely groundless and so contradictory to on* 
another, that they do not deserre a serioas confutation. It is strange Tadtua 
oould persuade himself thus crudely to set them down. 

•f One would wonder how Tadtus, or any heathens, could suppose the 
African Ethiopians under Cepheus, who are known to be Blacks, could be the 
parents of the Jews, who are known to be Whites^ 

X This account comes nearest the truth, and this Tadtus might have from 
Josephus, only disguised by himself. 

(I This Tadtus might have out of Josephus, Antiq. B. vii. chap, ill sect 2. 

^ Strange doctrine of Josephus ! who truly observes on this occasion, that 
the gods are angry, not at bodily imperfecdons, but at wicked practices. Apion, 
B. i. sect. 28. 
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look for no assistance from any of the gods, or from any of' 
mankind, since they had been abandoned by both, but bade 
them believe in him, as in a celestial leader,* by whose help 
they had already gotten clear of their prq^nt miseries. They 
agreed to it ; and though they were unacquainted with every 
thing, they began their journey at random. But nothing . 
tired them so m\ich as want of water ; and now they liod 
themselves down on the ground to a great extent, as just 
ready to perish, when a herd of wild asses oatne from feed- 
ing, and went to a rock overshadowed by a grove of trees. 
Moses followed them, as conjecturing that there was [tbere- 
^boutsj some grassy soil, and so he opened large sources of 
water for them.^ That was an ease to them ; and when they 
had journeyed continually six entire days, t on the seventh 
they drove out the inhabitants, and obtained those knds 
wherein their city and temple were dedicated. 

Chap. IV.] As for Moses, in order to secure the nation 
firmly to himself, he ordained new rites, and such as were 
contrary to those of other men. All things are widi them 
profane which with us are sacred ; and again, those pcactices 
are allowed among theift which are by us esteemed mo^ 
abominable. § 

They place the imagje of that animal in their most holy 
pla^, by whose indication it was that they had escaped thefr ^ 
wandering condition and their thirst || 
' They sacrifice rams by way of reproach to [Jupiter] Ham- 
-mon. An ox is also sacrificed, which the Egyptians worship 
under the name of Jpis.^ 

They abstain from swme's flesh, as a memorial of that 
-miserable destruction which the mange, to which that crea- 
•ture is liable, brought on them, and with wUch they had 
been defiled.** 

That they4iad endured a long famine, they attest still by 
their frequent fastings.f f And that they stole the fruits of 

* This bdieTiog in Mows as in a e^iewtkd Ueiet seems a blind tOah^AMi nf 
Tacitus, tliat Moses professed to haTO his lavs from God. 

•)- 1^8 looks also like a plain confession of Tacitus, that Moses brought the 
Jews water out of a rock in great plenty,, which bfe might hare from Josetifaiia, 
Antiq. B. iii. chap. i. sect. 7. ^ 

:|: Strang^ indeed ! tliat 600,000 men should travel above 200 miles, over the 
deserts of Arabia, ib sik days, and conquer Judea the seventh. 

§ Thi? is not true in general, but only so far that tlie Israelites were by 
circumcision and otlier ritfis to be kept separate from the |[icked and idolatrotts 
nations about diem. 

This str^ge story contradicts what the same Tacitus will tell us presendj^ 
that when Pompey went into the holy of holies he found no image there. 

^ These are only guesses of Tacitus, or of his heathen authors, but no vatat. 

** Such memorials of what must have been very reproachful are stzaogsn Ip 
the rest of mankind, and Without any probability. 

•t't- The Jews had but one solemn fast of old in the Whole year, Ae great day 
of expiation. 
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Uie earth, we have an argutneiM from the bread of the Jews, 
which is unleavened* 

It is generally ^tppoeed they rest on the seventh f day^ 
because that day gave them [tlie first] rest from their laboura 
Besides which they are id]e on. every seventh | year, as be- 
ing pleased with a lazy life. Others say, that they do ho^ 
nour thereby to Saturn ; § or perhaps the Idsei gave them 
this part of their reHgion*, who (as we said above) were ex* 
pelled together with Saturn, and who, as we have been in^ 
ibrmed, were the founders of this nation ; or else it was be- 
cause the star Saturn mov^s in the highest orb, and of the 
seven planets exerts the orindpal part of that energy where» 
by mankind are governed ; and indeed the most of the hea. 
venly bodies exert their power, and perform -their oourses 
according to the number seven. || 

Chaf. v.] These ritesi, by what manner soever they were 
first begun> are supported by their antiquity. ^ The rest of 
their institutions** are awkward, impure, and got ground 
by their pravity ; for every vile £^low, despising tlie rites of 
bis forefathers, brought thither their tribute and contribu. 
tipns, by which means the Jewish commonwealth was aug- 
mented. And because among themselves there isiui unal* 
terable fideUty and kindness always ready at hand, but bitter 
enmity towards all others, ff they are a people separated 
from others in their food, and in their beds, though they be 
the lewdest nation upon earth, yet will they not corrupt 
foreign women, |^ though nothing be esteemed unlawful 
among themselves. g§ 

* Unleavf oed bresd wm ooly uted «t the Pmbovo. • • 

•)• It is very Atrang^ that Tacitus should not know or confess that the Jcw^* 
taxntk day and ievenUk year of rest were in memory of the seventh or Sabbath- 
dft7*a Beat, after the aiz dajs of eicatioiu Every Jew, aa weO as every Christian^ 
could have informed him of those matters. 

t A strange hypothesis of the ortgin of the sabbatic year, and without sdl good 
^ttJidatioD. Taoitus probably bad never beatd of the Jews' gear ofjubiko^ so 
be says nothing of it*. 

§ As if the Jews in the days of Mosea, or long befoiot hneif that ihe Greeks 
and RomanI would long afterward call the seventh day of the week Saturn 9 diuf^ 
which Oio observes was not so called of old time ; and it is a question whether, 
before the Jews fell into idoUtry, they etex heard of such a star or god m S«t«mt 
Amoe V. 25 $ Acts viL 43. \- 

II That the aun, moon, apd atars, rule over 'the afiairs of mankind, w»s a 
bcathen and not p Jewish notion ; neither Jewi Vfxt Chr^tians wesa permitled 
to deal in astrology, though Tacitus seems to have been deep in it. 

% This acknowledgment of the antiquity of Moses, and of his Jewish. s^ 
tlement, was what the heathen cared not always to own, 

** "What these psetended awkward and impurs ipstittttioni vans, Tadtua 
does not inform us. 

-ft Jcsephus shews the contrary, as to the law of Moses, eoa^r, ApioiS B» 
SL«ect28. 

$$ A high, and I doubt a ialac conunendation of the Jewa. 



Aa eatirdy falfe chancter, and contrary to their many kwtaguaft.iui* j 
See Joeepfaus, Aniiq. B. iii. chap* su. sect* 12. y -- ., ^_^ — ^8 
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They have ordained circumcidon of the part used in gene- 
ration, that they may thereby be distin^ished from other 
people; the proselytes* to their religion have the same 
usage. 

' They are taught nothing sooner than to despise the gods, 
to renounce their country, and to have their parents, chil- 
cbren, and brethren, in the utmost contempt ;f but still they 
take care to increase and multiply ; for it is esteemed utterly 
unlawful to kill any of their children. 

They also look on the souls of those that die in battle, or 
are put to death for their crimes, as eternal. Hence com^ 
their love of posterity, and contempt of death. 

They derive their custom J of burying, instead of burning 
their dead, from the Egyptians ; tney have also the same 
care of the dead with them, and the same persuasion about 
the invisible world below ; but of the gods above, their opi- 
nion is contrary to theirs. The Egyptians worship abun- 
dance of animals, and images of various sorts. 

The Jews have no notion of any more than one Divine 
Being, § and that known only by the mind. They esteem 
such to be profane who frame images of gods out of perish- 
able matter, and in the shape of men. That this Being is 
supreme and eternal, immutable and unperishable, is their 
doctrine. Accordingly they have no images in their cities, 
much less in their temples ; they never grant this piece of 
flattery to kings, or this kind of honour to emperors. || But 
because their priests, when they play on the pipe and the 
timbrels, wear ivy round their heaas, and a golden vine^ has 
been found in their temple, some have thought that they 
worshipped our father Bacchus, the conqueror of the East ; 
whereas the ceremonies of the Jews do not at all agree with 
chose of Bacchus, for he appointed rites that were of a jovial 

• The proseljtes of juitice only, not the proselytes of the gtte. 

f How does this agree with that unalterable fidelity ^nd kindness which 
Tadtus told us the Jews had towards one another ? unless he only means that 
they preferred the divifie conunands before their nearest relations, which is the 
highest degree of Jewish and Christian piety. 

X This custom is at least as old among the Hebrews as the days of Abraham 
and the ca?e of Macphelah, long before the Israelites went into Egypt- Gen. 
xxm. 1-20; zzv. 8, 9, 10. 

§ These are very valuable concessions, which Tacitus here makes as to the 
uBBp«Cced piety of the Jewish nation, in the worship of one infinite, invisible 
God, and absolute rejection of all idolatry, and of all worship of images, nay, 
of the image of the emperor Caius himself, or of afibrding it a place in their 
temple. 

II All these concessions were to be learhed from Josephus, and almost only 
from him ; out of whom, therefore, I conclude Tadtus took the finest part of 
his character of the Jews. 

% This particubur fact, that there was a golden vine in the front of the Jewish 
temple, was in all probability taken by Tacitus out of Josephus ; but as the 
Jewish priests were never adorned with ivy, the signal of Bacchus, bow Tacitus 
came to imagine tliis I cannot tell. -y.u^.v. ^y ^^ ^^^ 
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Tialure, and fit for fe^vals, while the practices of the Jews 
are absurd and sordid. 

Chap. VI.] The limits of Judea easterly are bounded by 
Arabia ; Egypt lies on the south ; on the west are Phenicia 
and the [great] sea. They have a prospect of Syria on their 
north quarter, as at some distance from them.* 
• The bodies of the men are healthy, and such as will bear 
great labours. 

They have not many showers of rain ; their soil is very 
fruitful; the produce of their land is hke ours, in great 
plenty.-f- 

They have also, besides ours, two trees peculiar to them- 
selves, the balsam-tree and the palm-tree. Their groves of 
palms are tall and beautiful The balsam-tree is not very 
large. As soon as any branch is swelled, the veins quake as 
for fear if you bring an iron knife to cut them. They are 
to be opened with the broken piece of a stone or with the 
shell of a fish. The ^uice is useful in physic. 

Libanus is their principal mountain, and is very high, and 
yet, what is very strai^ to be related, it is always shadowed 
with trees, and never free from snow. The same mountain 
supplies the river Jordan with water, and afibrds it its foun- 
tain alsa Nor is tliis Jordan carried into the sea ; it passes 
through one and a second lake, undiminished, but it is stop^ 
ped by the third. J 

'This third lake is vastly great in circumference, as if it 
were a sea. S It is of an ill taste, and is pernicious to the ad*. 
joining inhabitants by its strong smell. The wind raises no 
waves there, nor will it muntain either fishes or such birds 
as use the water. The reason is uncertain, but the fact is 
thus, that bodies cast into it are borne up, as by somewhat 
solid. Those who can and those who cannot swim are 
equally borne up by it.|| At a certain time of the year<^ it 
casts out bitumen; the manner of gathering it, like other arts, 

* See the cfaorognphy of Judea in Joeephus, Of the War, B. iu. aeet 3, 
wfaenee moit piobahly Tadcus framed tfait short abridgment of it. It comet in 
both anthon natoiiUv before Yeepaaian'tf first csmpaign. 

t The latter hraadi of this Tacitus might haTC from Josephus, Of the War, 
B. ill. chap. iiL sect 2, 3, 4 ; the other is not in the present copies. 

$ These aeeounts of Jordan, of iu fountans derired from Mount Libanus, 
and of the tiso lakes it runs through, and itsatoppage by the third, are exactly 
agreeable to Josephus. Of the War, B. iii. chap. z. sect. 7} S. 

§ No less than 680 furlongs long and 160 broad, in Josephus. Of the War, 
B. ir. chap. Tiii. sect 4. 

H Stitbo aaysy that a man could not sink into the water of this lake so deep 
w the navel 

ir Joshua never says that this bitumen was cast out at a certain time of 
^e year only ; and Strabo sigrs the direct contiary ; but Fliny agrees with ' 
Tacitus. 
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has been tacrght by expef iemse. The BqudP isk of its o^cnfi M* 
ture of a black colour ; and if you pour viitegar apdtt it, ie* 
clings together and swims on tlie top. Thos« whose btisin^s 
it is, take it in their hands and pull it into the upper pfttm^ 
the ship, after which it foHow*, without farthet attraction, andf • 
fills the ship full, till you cut it off; nor can you cot it dif* 
•either with a brass oi* an iroii instrument ; but it eannot bear 
the touch of blood, or of a cloth wet with menstrual purga^^ 
tions of women, as the ancient authors say. ' Bat those that 
are acquainted with the place assure us, that these Waves of 
bitumen are driven along, and by the hand drawn to the shore, 
and that when they are dried by the warnl stean^s from the 
^rth, and the force of the sun, they are cut in pieces with- 
axes and wedges, as timber and stones are cut/in pieces. 

Chap. VII.] Not far from this lake are those pkdtts, 
which are related to have been of old fertile, and to have had 
many cities* full of people, but to have heen burnt up bt *» 
stroke of lightning : it is also said, that the footsteps ^ tnUt 
destruction still remain, and that the earth itself appeals as 
burnt earth, and has lost its natural fertility ; and tnat as an 
argument thereof, All the plants that grow of their own iu> 
ijord, or are planted by the hand, whether they arrive at the 
degree of an herb, or of a flower, or at complete maturity^ 
become black and empty, and, as it were, vanish into ashes* 
As for myself, as I am willing to allow that these onee fomoutf 
cities were burnt by fire from heaven, so would I suppose 
that the earth is infected with the vapour of the lake, and 
the sfjirit [or air] that is over it therd[)y corropted^^and that 
by this means the fruits of the earth, both com and grapes, 
tot away ; both the soil and the air being equally imwhole>« 
^ome. 

The river Belus does also run into the se& of Judea, and 
the sands that are collected about its mouth, when vou ttiix 
nitre with them, are melted into glass : this sort of shore i# 
but small ; but its sand, for the use of those that carry it oS*, 
i» inexfaftUStiUe. 

Chap. VIII.} A gre»t part of Judea is composed of scatr 
tered villages ; it also has larger towns. Jerusalem is At? 
capital city of the whole nation. In that city there waA a 
temple of immense wealth ; in the first parts that are fortified 
is the dty itself, next it the royal palace. The temple isen^ 
closed in its most inward recesses. A Jew can cotno no 

* This 16 exactly accotaifig to JoB«|)faiM« «»d tniiM bAfe been ttk«ti Smii ftim 
in tbc place forccitcd, and thatjparticularly, because it » peculiar ta Msi, a^ ftS 
'd» I know, in all antiquity. Tbe rest thdtig|ht the eittes ¥en is tiM tc#y «tme 
place where noW the lake is, but JoAcphoa and Tadhis My they ivtffr in 9k 
its neighbourhood only, which is Mr. K eland's opinion also. 
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fatlh^r than the ^tes ; all but the priests are exclttded by 
their threshold. While the East was under the dpminicH) of 
the Assyrians, the Medea, and the Persiansy the Jews were 
of all slaves the most despvcaUe.* 

'f After the dominion of the Macedonians preTailed^ king 
Antiochus tried to conquer their superstition, and to intro- 
duce the cus^ms of the Greeks ; but he was disapptnnted 
of his desjgn, which was to cive this most profligate nation 
a change for the better, and that was by nis war with the 
Partbians ; for at thia time Arsaces had fallen off [from the 
Macedonians.] Then it was that the Jews set king^ over 
them, because the Macedonians were become weak, the Par- 
thians were not yet very powerful, and the Romans were very 
remote ; which kings, when they had been expelled by the 
tnobility of the vulgar, and bad recovered their dominion by 
war, attempted the same things that kings used to do, I mean 
they introauced the destruction of cities, the daughter of 
brethren, of wiveB, and parents, but still went on in their 
superstition ; for they took upon them withal the honour* 
able dignity of the higb-priesthood, as a firm security to their 
power and authority. 

Chap. IX.] The first of the Romans that conouered the 
Jews was Cnems Pompeius, who entered the temple by rigbt 
of victory. Thence the report was everywhere divulged* 
that therein was no image of a god, but an emjpty place, and 
mvsteries, mo«t secret places that have nothing in them. 
Ti)e walls of Jerusalem were then destroyed, but the temple 
continued still. Soon afterward arose a civil war among 
us ; and when therein these |)rovince8 were reduced under 
Marcus Antonius, Pacorus, king of the Parthians, got pos- 
session of Judea, but was himself slain by Paulus Venddius^ 
and the Parthians were driven beyond £uphrates ; and for 
the Jew9, Caius Sosius subdued them. Antonius Mve the 
kingdom to Herod ; and when Augustus conquered Anto^ 
nius, he still augmented it. 

After Herod^s death one Simon, without waiting for the 
disposition of Csesar, took upon him the tide of King, who 
was brought to punishment by [or under] Quinctilius Varus» 
when he was president of Syria. Afterward the nation was 
reduced, and the children or Herod governed it in diree par*- 
titions. 

Under Tiberius the Jews had rest. After aotnetiroe they 
were enjoined to place Caius Csesar^s statue in the temple ; 

* A gmt alaiMltr agftiiiflt tfae Jewf« witboot any jnat fonndAtaon. Jowphuf 
w<mU li«ve iafanMd liiili better. 

^ Here bq^in JoKplras^ii and Tadtui*! true M?»unU uf the Jews, prcUmi- 
aary to the last war. Sec Of the War, Piosm. sect, 7- . • 
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but, rather than permit that, they took up arms ;* which 
sedition was put an end to by the death of Ceesar. 

Claudius, after the kings were either dead or reduced to 
smaller dominions, gave the province of Judea to Roman 
knights or to freed men, to be governed by them. Among 
whom was Antonius Felix, one that exercised all kind of 
barbarity and extravagance, as if he had royal authority, 
but with the disposition of a slave. He had married Dru- 
silla, the granddaughter of Antonius, so that Felix was the 
grand-daughter^s husband, and Clauclius the grandson of the 
same Antonius. 

ANNAL. Book XII. 

But he that was the brother of Pallas, whose sirname was 
Felix, did^not act with the same moderation [as did Pallas 
himself.] He had been a good while ago set over Judea, 
and thought he mieht be guilty of all sorts of wickedness 
with impunity, while he relied on so sure an authority. 

The Jews had almost ^ven a sjpecimen of sedition ; and 
even after the death of Caius was Known, and they had not 
obeyed his command, there remained a degree of fear, lest 
some future prince should renew that command [for the set^ 
ting up the prince's statue in their temple]. And in the mean 
time Felix, by the use of unseasonable remedies, blew up the 
coals of sedition into a flame, and was imitated by his part- 
ner in the government, Ventidius Cumanus. The country 
being thus divided between them, that the nation of the Gah- 
leans were under Cumanus, and the Samaritans under Felix ; 
which two nations were of old at variance, but now, out of 
contempt of their governors^ did less restrain their hatred. 
They tnen began to plunder one another, to send in parties 
of robbers to lie in wait, and sometimes to fight battles, and 
withal to bring spoils and prey to the procurators [Cuma* 
nus and Felix]. Whereupon these procurators began to re- 
joice ; yet when the mischief grew considerable, soldiers 
were sent to quiet them, but the soldiers were killed ; and 
die province had been in the flame of war, had not Quadra- 
tus, the president of Syria, afibrded his assistance. Nor was 
it lon^ in dispute whether the Jews, who had killed the soL- 
difrrs in the mutiny, should be put to death. It was agreed 
they should die ; only Cumanus and Felix occasioned a de- 

* They came to PetroniuB, the praident of Syria, in vast Dumbera, Init with- 
out annt, and as hamble sup|>ficant8 only. See Tadtns pMMDtly, where he 
afterwards seU this matter almost right, aecordxng to Joaepbas, and by way of 
conection ; for that account is in bis annals, whidb were written after tbb which 
bin his histories. 
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lay ; for Claudius, upon hearing the causes as to this rebel- 
lion, had given [Quadratus] authority to determine the case, 
even as to the procurators themselves; but Quadratus diewed 
Felix among the judges, and took him into his seat of judg- 
ment, on purpose that he might discourage his accusers. So 
Cumanus was condemned for those flagitious actions, of 
which both he and Felix had been guilty, and peace was 
restored to the province.* 

HISTOR. Book V. Chap. X. 

However the Jews had patience till Gressius Florus was 
made procurator. Under him it was that the war began. 
Then Cestius Callus, the president of Syria, attempted to 
appease it, and tried several battles, but generally with ill 
success. 

Upon his death,-|- whether it came by fate, or that he was 
weary of his life, is uncertain, Vespasian had the good for- 
tune, by his reputation, and excellent officers, and a victo. 
nous army, in the space of two summers to make himself 
master of all the open country, and of all the cities, Jerusa- 
lem excepted. 

[Flavins Vespasianus, whom Nero had chosen for his ge- 
neral, managed the Jewish war with three legions. Histor. 
B. i. chap. X.] 

The next year, which was employed in a civil war [at 
home], so far as the Jews were concerned, passed over in 
peace. When Italy was pacified, the care of foreign parts 
was revived. The Jews were the only people that stood out, 
which increased the rage [of the Romans]. It was also 
thought most proper that Titus should stay with the army^ 
to prevent any accident or misfortune which the new govern- 
ment might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put an end to the Jewish war ; the siege 
of Jerusalem was the only enterprise remaining, which was 
& work hard and difficult, but rather from the nature of the 
mountiun, and the obstinacy of the Jewish superstition, than 
because the besieged had strength enough to undergo the dis- 
tresses [of a siege]. We have already informed [the reader] 
that Vespasian had with him three legions, well exercised in 
war. Histor. B. ii. chap, v.] 

When Vespasian was a very young man, it was promised 
him that he snould arrive at the highest pitch of fame ; but 

* Here teems to be a great mistake about the Jewish aflain In Tacitus. See 
Of the War, B. ii. chap. xii. sect. 8. 

•f Jotephas sayn nothing of the death of Cestiuft. So Tacitus seems to have 
known nothing in particular about it. 
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what did first of all seem to confirm the omen, was his tri* 
umphs, and consulship, ^nd the glory of his victories over 
the Jews. When he had once obtained these, he believed 
it was portended that he should come to the empire.* 

There is between Judea and Syria a mountain and a god, 
both called by the same name of Carmetf though our prede* 
cessors have mformed us that this god had no image, and no 
temple, and indeed no more than an altar and solemn worsbip4 
Vespasian was once offering a sacrifice there, at a time when 
he had some secret thought in bis mind : the priest, whose 
name was BasUideSy when he over and over looked at the en- 
trails, said, Vespasian, whatever thou art about, whether the 
building of thy house, or enlargement of thy lands, or aug« 
mentation of thy slaves, thou art granted a mighty seat, very 
l^rge bounds, and a huge number of men. These doubtful 
answers were soon spread abroad by fame, and at this time 
were explained : nor was any thing so much in public vogue, 
and very many discourses of that nature were made before 
him, and the more because they foretold what he expected* 

Mucianus and Vespasianus went away, having fully agreed 
on their designs ; the former to Antioch, the latter to Csesa*. 
rea. Antioch is the capital of Syria, and Ceesarea the capital 
of Judea. The commencement of Vespasian^s advancement 
to the empire was at Alexandria, where Tiberius Alexander 
made such haste that he obliged the legions to take the oath 
of fidelity to him on the kalends of July, which was ever after 
celebrated as the day of his inauguration, although f the 
army in Judea had taken that oath on the fifth of the nones 
of July, with that eagerness that they would not stay for his 
son Titus, who was then on the road, returning out of Syria, 
chap. Ixxix. Vespa^an delivered over the strongest part of 
his forces to Titus, to enable him to finish what remained of 
the Jewish war. Hist. B. iv. chap. li. 

During^ those months in which Vespasian continued at 
Alexandria waiting for the usual set time of the summer 
gales 6f wind, and stayed for settled fair weather at sea, 
many miraculous events happened, by which the ^ood will 
of heaven, and a kind of inclination of the Deity in bis £bu 
vour, was declared. 

* Josephut takes nodoe in general of these many omena of VeipMiaii^ tAvtne^ 
ment to the empire, and diatinctly adda hia own remarkable piedxqtion oCil also. 
Of the War, B. iii. chap. viii. sect, 3^. 

f This aiUkdngh seems to imply ibat Vesparian was proclaim^ emperor in 
Judea before he was prochumed at Alexandria, as the whole history of Josephus 
implies, and the plaoe where now Vespasian was, which was no other than Ju- 
dea, requires also; though the inauguration day might be celebrated afterward 
from his first procUunation at the great dty Alexandria, only then the nonei or 
ides in Tacitus and Suetonius must be of June, and not of July. 
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A certmn man of the vulgar sort of Alexandria, well known 
from the decay of his eyes, Kneeled down by him, and groan- 
ed, and begged of him the cure of his blindness, as by the 
admonition of Serapi^, that god which this superstitious na- 
tion worships above others. He also desired that the em. 
peror would be pleased to put some of his spittle upon the 
balls of his eyes. Another infirm man there, who was lame 
of bis hand, prayed Caesar, as by tbe same god^s suggestion, 
to tread upon bim with his foot. Vespasian at first began 
tfO laugh at them, and to reject them ; and when they were 
lOftaat wHh him, he someUmes feared he should have the re- 
putation of a vain person, and aomettmes, upon the soUcita- 
tkm of the infirm, he flattered himself, and others flattered 
him, with tbe hopes of succeeding. At last he ordered tbe 
iriiyucians to give th^ qxnion whether this sort of blind- 
ness find lameness were curable by the art of nien or not ? 
The physicians answered uncertainly, tbat the one had not 
the vwual faculty utterly destroyed, and that it might be re* 
atored, if the obstacles were renooved; that ^ otber*8 limba 
were disordered^ but xf a bealii^ virtue weie made use of, 
tbey were capable of beii^g made whole. Perhaps, said they, 
the gods are willing to assist, and that the emperor> is chosen 
by £vme interposition. However, they sud at la^ that if 
the cures succeeded, Csstar would have tbe elory; if not, the 
poor msseimble oii^ects would only be kughed at. Where- 
upon Vespasian imagined that his good fortune woujd be 
universal, and that notibing on tbat account could be incre- 
dible ; so he looked cheerfully, and in the aiffbt of the mul- 
titude, who stood in great expectation, he did what they de- 
sired him ; upon whum the lame hand was rcoov«?ed, and the 
blind man saw immediately. Both^ theae cures* are related 
to this day by those that were pDennt, and when apealung 
falsely will get no reward. 

* The miraculous ^ros done hf Vrnp^mn wte MMited to both by Suetoouif 
in Veftpasian, sect. 7, and by Bio, p* 217» and aeeni to me well attested. Our 
Saviour seems to have overruled the heathen orade of Serapis, to pioctrre the 
divine approbation to Veipasiim^i adfinoement «> the empire 4f Aome, as he 
suggested the like approbation tot the advancement both of VesfMMiati and Titus 4o 
J»«et>hus ; which two were to be hia chosen instrnments in bringing on that terrible 
destruction upon the Jewish nation, which be had threatened to execute by these 
Koman armies. Nor could any other Roman generals than Ve^Msian and Titus, 
ait that time, in human pMbahOity, haw pitviiiled oner the •Jevra, aad dettroyed 
Jerusalem, as this whole history in Josephus implies. Josephus also vMryu 
iiiiete .stt pp oe c s Vui|wlsn and Titua raised up lo command against Judea -and 
Jerusalem, and to govern the Roman empire by^difviae Providenoe, and aft in 
ordiaavy way ; aa SLo^ ha always mppoMi ihii daiCniotiaii a dtviiie jadginent on 
the Jewt (br their sinSi 
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Book V. Chap. I. 



At the beginning of the same year, Titus Csesar, who was 
pitched upon by his father to finish the conquest of Judea, 
and while both he and his father were private persons, was 
celebrated for his martial conduct, acted now with grater 
vigour and hopes of reputation, the kind inclinations both of 
the provinces and of the armies striving one with another wha 
should most encourage him. He was also himself in a dis. 
position to shew that he was more than equal to his fortune ; 
and when he appeared in arms, he did all things after sudi a 
ready and graceful way, treating all after such an affable 
manner, and with such kind words, as invited the good will 
and good wishes of all. He appeared also in his actions 
and in his place in the troops ; tie mixed with the common 
soldiers, yet without any stain to his honour as a general.* 
He was received in Judea by three legions, the fifth, and the 
tenth, and the fifteenth, who were Vespasian^s old soldiers. 
Syria also afforded him the twelfth, ana Alexandria soldiers 
out of the twenty-second and twenty-third legions. T wenty-f- 
cohorts of auxiliaries accompanied, as abo dght troops of 
horse. 

King Agrippa also was there, and king Sohemus, and the 
auxiliaries of kmg Antiochus, and a stixmg body of Arabians ; 
. who, as is usual in nations that are neighbours to one another, 
went, with their accustomed hatred against the Jews, with 
many others out of the city of Rome, as every one^s hopes 
led him of getting early into the general^s favour, before 
others should prevent them. 

He entered mto the borders of the enemies^ country with 
these forces, inexact order of war : and looking caref ally 
about him, and being ready for battle, he pitched bis camp 
not far from Jerusalem. 

Chap. X.] When therefore he had pitched his camp, as 
we said just now, before the walls of Jerusalem, he pom* 
pously^ shewed his legions ready for an engagement. 

Chap. XI.] The Jews formed their camp under the very§ 
walls [of the city] ; and if they succeeded, they resolved to 
venture farther ; but if they were beaten back, that was their 

* This charaeter of Titos agrees taESctly widi the lustory of Josephut upon all 
ooossions. 

f These 20 cohorts and 8 troops of horss are not directly enumerated by Jo- 
sephns. Of the War, B. ▼. chap. L sect. 6, 

X This wozd in Tacitus, pompwafy skewed his legions, looks as if that pom- 
pous shew, which was some months afterward in Josephus* ran in his mind. Of 
the War, B. ▼. chap. ix. sect. I. 

§ These first bickerings and battle near the walls of Jerusalem are at large in 
Josephus. Of the War, B. ▼. chap. iL 
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place of refuge. When a body of cavalry ♦ were sent against 
them, and with them cohorts, that were expedite and nim- 
ble, the fight was doubtful ; but soon afterwards the enemies 
gave ground, and on the following days th^re were frequent 
skirmishes before the gates, till filter many losses they were 
driven into the city. The Romans then betook themselves 
to the siege, for it did not seem honourable to stay till the . 
enemies were reduced by famine.^ The soldiers were very 
eager to expose themselves to dangers, part of them out of 
true valour, and many out of a brutish fierceness, and out of 
a desire of reward. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleasures of it before 
his eyes, all which seemed to be too long delayed, unless 
Jerusalem could be soon destroyed. 

The city | stood on a high elevation, and it had great 
works and ramparts to secure it, such indeed as were suffi- 
cient for its fortification had it been on plain ground ; for 
there were two hills of a vast height which were enclosed by 
walls made crooked by art, or [naturally] bending inwards, 
that they might flank the besiegers, and cast darts on them 
sideways. The extreme parts of the rock were craggy, and 
the towers, when they had the advantage of the grouna, were 
60 feet high ; when they were built on the plain ground they 
were not built lower than 1£0 feet : they were of uncommon 
beauty, and to those who looked at them, at a great distance, 
they seemed equal. Other walls there were beneath the royal 
palace, besides the tower of Antonia, with its top particulaa*ly 
conspicuous. It was called so by Herod in honour of Mar- 
cus Antonius. 

Chap. XII.1 The temple was like a citadel, having walls 
of its own, which had more labour and pains bestowed on 
them than the rest. The cloisters wherewith the temple was 
enclosed were an excellent fortification. 

The^ had a fountain of water that ran perpetually, and the 
mountains were hollowed under ground ; they had moreover 
pools § and cisterns for the preservation of the rain water. 

They that built this city foresaw, that from the difference 
of their conduct of life from their neighbours they should 

* Jo8q>hus digdnetly mendont these horsemen or cavalry, 600 in number, 
among whom Titus had like to have been slatn or taken prisoner. Of the War, 
B. ▼. efaap. ii. seet 1, 2, 3. 

f Soeh a deliberation and resolution, with this very reason, that it would be 
disbonoarable to stay tiU the Jews were starved out by fiunine, is in Josephus, 
Of the War, fi. ▼. ehap. zii sect 1. 

$,Thi8 description of the city Jerusalem, its two hills, its three walls, and four 
townrs, Ibc are in this phce at large in Josephus, Antiq. fi. ▼. diap« iv. See 
also Pompey's Siege, B. xiv. chap. iv. sect. 2. 

9 Of ihese pools, see Josephus, B. ▼. chap. xi. sect. 4. The dstems are not 
mentioDed by him here, though they be mentioQed by tiaTdlen. Set Rehmd's 
Palestine, torn. L p. 304. 
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have frequent wart ; theoce it caaie to pass that they had 
provision for a lon^ aiej|;e^ After Pompey'^s conquest ako, 
their fear and experience had taught them generally what 
tibey sliould want* 

Moreover, the covetous temper that prevailed under Clau- 
dius gave the Jews an opportunity of purchasing for money -)- 
leave to fortify Jerusalem ; so they built waUs in tune ^ 
peace, as if they were going to war, they being augmented 
m number by those rude multitudes of jpeople that retired 
thither ob the ruin of the other cities ; for every obstinate 
fellow ran away thither, and there became more seditious 
than before. 

There were three captains, and ma many armies. Simon 
had the remotest, and the largest parts of the walls under 
him. John, wIm) was also caUed Bar Gioras [the son of 
Gioras], had the middle parts of the city under him : and 
SUieazar had fortifiod the temple itseUl John axid Simon 
were superior in multitude and strength of arms ; Eleazar 
was superior by his atuation : but battles, factions, and burn- 
ings, wene eommon to them all ; and a gceat quantity of com 
was consumed by fire. After a while John sent some» who, 
under the pretence of ofiano^ sacrifice, aight slay Eleazar^ 
and his body of l^roops; whi^ they did^ aM got the temple 
under their power. So the city now was parted into two 
factions, until, upon the ocsning of the Romans, this war 
ahooad produced peace between these that were at home. 
^ Ckap. XIII.] Such I prodigies bad happened as this $xai^ 
iioSt whidi is supemtitious enough in its own way, would not 
agree to extirpate by the ceremonies of the Roman religion^ 
nor would they atone the gods by sacrifices and tows, as they 
used to do on the like occasions. Armies were seen to figtit 
in the sky, and their armour looked of a briglu light colour, 
and the temple shone with sudden flashes of fire out of the 
dpuds. The doors of the temple were opened on a sudden, 
and a voice greater tlian human was heard, that the gods were 
retiring, and at the same time was there a great motion per- 
ceived, as if they were goipg out of it, which some esteemed 

* This is Tadtut's or tha JEtomans* own hjpothedi, unsupported by Jose- 

f This sde of ktve for Uie Jen io Mid tlie vaUi of . JenuBlmn fa «MNM|r m 
also Tadtus's or the Romans* own hypothesis, unsu|i{MrtH by JoMphiu. N«r 
ja J«sephus*8 charaetar of Claudius near ao liod, as to other lhi«gi alaa, ^ait ia 
in Taettus and Snetonius. Die says, be vaa iar Arooa oovetouaneH Sa partirHly. 
The others seem to have misrepresented his meek and 'quietteaper, aodleanrngt 
iNrt wtthoot aodution, .and his great fciu dBa is to the Jews, aa the nost oastemp- 
^Ue folly. See Aati|. B. nz. chap. iv. saeL 4. . He waa indeed nuNh ndad at 
first by a very bad minister, Fallaa ; and at laat was nilod and poiaaned fcf • 
ivery bad wife, A.gnpplna. 

i These prodigies and mose are At laige in Jflaephus» 0£ «he W«r, B. «i. 
chap. ▼. sect 3. 
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to be causes of tenor. The greater part had a firm beUef 
that it was contained in the old sacerdotal books, that at this 
very time the east would prevail, and that some that came out 
of Judea should obtain the empire of the world, which ob^ 
scure oracle foretold Vespasian and Titus; but the generality 
of the common people, as usual, indulged their own inclina- 
tions, and when they had once interpreted all to forebode 
grandeur to themselves, adversity itself could not persuade 
them to change their minds, though it were from falsehood 
to truth.* 

We have been informed that the number of the besieged, 
of every age, and of both sexes, male and female, was six 
liundred thousand.*!- There were weapons for all that could 
carry them, and more than could be expected, for their num- 
ber were bold enough to do so. The men and the women 
/were equally obstinate ; and when they supposed th^y were 
to be carried captive, they were more afraid of life than of 
death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Caesar resolved to fight, 
by ramparts and ditches, since the situation of the place did 
not admit of taking it by storm or surprise. He parted the 
duty amon^ the legions ; and there were no farther engage- 
ments, until whatever had been invented for the taking of 
cities by the ancients, or by the ingenuity of the moderns 
was got ready. 

ANNAL. Book XV. 

Nero, in order to stifle the rumour [as if he had himself 
set Rome on fire] ascribed it to those people who were hated 
for their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar Chris- 
tiam: these he punished exquisitely. The author of this 
name was Christy who in the reign of Tiberias was brought 
to punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. J For the 

£ resent this pernicious superstition was in part suppressed, 
ut it brake out again, not only over Judea, whence this 
mischief first sprang, but in the city of Rome also, whither 
do run from every quarter, and make a noise, all the flagrant 
and shameful enormities. At first therefore those were seized 
who confessed, afterward a vast multitude were detected by 
them, and were convicted, not so much as really guilty of 

• Tbit interprelatioii aod reflectioas are in Josephui, Of tho War^ B. vL 
chap*. ▼* Mou 4. . ^ 

-f The Dumber 600,000 for the besieged is no where in Jotepbus, bat is 
there for the poor buried at the public charge, Antiq. B. v. chap. uiL sect. 7, 
which might be about the number of the bested, under Cestius GaUus, thott|^ 
they were many more aaerwards at Titus's siege, as Josephus implies, Of the 
'War, B» ▼!. chap. is. sect 3. 

t This passage seems to have been direcdy tdcen from Josephut't famous tes- 
timosiy concerning Christ, and the Christiaos, Antiq. B. xviii. chap. liL sect. 9» 
•f wbiehi>iawrt.l,btfott. ^ 

VOL. IV. X e 
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settitig tbe city on fire, but w balkig all Hialildad ; imj, tbejr 
made a xn6Qk of ^em as they i^erished, and destroyed them 
by putting them into the skins of wild beasts, aiMl setting 
'^bgs upon them to tear them to pieces : some were nmled to 
crosses^ and others flamed to death ; they were also used ia 
the night-time instead of tnrdies for illumination. Nero had 
trIfereS his own gardens for diis spectacle. He also gmre 
them Circensian ^mes, and dressed himself like a driver of 
4i chariot, sometimes appearing among tlie oommon people^ 
sometimes in the circle itself; whence a commiseratian mrose^ 
though the punishments were levelled at guilty persons, and 
such vs deserved to be made the most flsigrant examples, as 
if these pecaple were destrc^red, not for the public advantage^ 
but to satiny tbe iMurbarous humour of coe man. 

N. B. Since I have set down all the vile calumnies of Ta- 
titoe upon the Christians as well as the Jews, it will be pro- 
per, before I come to my observations, to set down two hes^ 
then records in their favour, and those hardly inferior in oaA^ 
qyity, and of much greater authority than TaciJUiS; I mean 
iPliny^ epistles to Trajan when he was proconsul of fiitlnmia, 
with Trajan^s answer or receipt to Pliny, cited by TerCuman^ 
Eusebius, and Jerom. These are records of so great esteem 
with Havercamp, the last editor of Josephus, that be thinks 
they not only deserve to be ready but almost to be teamed 
by heart also. 

Pliky^s Epistle to Trajak.— ^iot^ A. D. 112. 

Stft, It is my constant method to apply myself to you for 
the resolution of all my doubts, for who can better govern 
my dilatory way of proceeding, cm: instruct my ignorance ? 1 
have never been present at the examination oi the Christians 
{by others], on which account I am unacquainted with what 
uses to be inquired into, and what, and how fiurlbey used to 
be t)uni&hed : Nor are my doubts small, whether there be not 
a distinction to be made Detween die ages [of the accnsed], 
and whether tender youth ought to have the same punidnnent 
Vith strong men ? whether there be not room for pardon 
upon repentance ? ♦''or whether it may ik)t be an advantage 
to one t£at had been a Christian, that he has forsaken Christ 
tiamty ? whether the bare iiame,f without any crime besides, 
or the crimes jidhering to that name, be to be punkdied ? In 

* TiU acHT U aeemt rcptntsnoe w»t aoi oommonlir idloved di€M that lad 
htm. onct Chr^tiaiii» but though thtj nemud «ad xiotiiaud to idoUtijr, jit 
were they oommonly put to death. Tlus wm penecatioii io peiftetiMi ! 

f Tlui «M the jiut and heaty eompkint of the aacient Chrietiane, that ihtf 
flommooly tufiend tot that bare tumtf w^hoiu the fvetenoe of any cnmei they 
eould proTe against them. This was idso penecutiou iu iwrfectiffa 1 
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die mean time) t have taken tUs course about tbode who bav^ 

been brougbt before me as Christians. I adked tha^i, whe«. 

ther tbey were Christians, or not ? If they confessed tb«t they 

were Christians, I asked them again, and a third tim^ i^iter^ 

ttiixing threatenings with the questions : if they persevered ii^ 

their confesmon, I ordered th^n to be executed;* for I dic( 

not doubt but, let their confession be of any sort whatsoever^ 

this positiveness and inflexible obstinacy deserved to be pu^ 

nished. There have been some of this mad sect whom I took 

aotice of in particular as Roman dtizena, that they midit be 

aent to that city.f After some time, as is usual in sik$ eM-* 

minations, tlie crime spread itself, aad many more cases cma 

before me. A hhel was sent me, though without an authcarn 

ooDtaining many names [of persons accused]^ These denied 

that they were Christians mow, or ever had been. Thev 

called upon the gods, and supplicated to your imil^^l which 

I caused to be brougbt to me for that purpose, mdth urankin- 

cense and wine : they also cursed Christ : § none of whiqh 

things, as it is said, can any of those thai are really Chria* 

tians be compelled to do : so I thought fit to let them go* 

Others of them that were named in the libdi said tbey were 

Christians, but presently denied it again, that indeed they had 

been Christians, but had ceased to be so, some three years, 

some many more ; and one there was that said, he had not 

been so these twenty years. All these worshiped your image, 

and the images of our gods : these abocursed Christ* How^ 

0ver, they assured me, that the main of their fault, oat ot their 

mistake, was this, that they were wont* on a stated day, to 

meet together bdbre it was light, and to sing a hymn to 

Christ, as to a god, alternately ; and to oU^ themselves by 

a sacrament [or oath] not to do any thing that was ill, but 

that they would commit no theft, or pilfering^ or adultery ; 

that they would not break tb«r promises, or deny what was 

dcpo»tea with them when it was required back i^in : i^t^ 

which it was their custom to depart* and to meet again at ^ 

common but innocent meal, || which they bad left off upon 

• Amaziog doctriae I that a firm and fixed rcaolotimi of keeptng a good coil- 
flCtcDCs'ahoiild be thought without djapate to desenre^Uatb, and tbia by nich 
compmxmMifeiy ex cell e nt heatheha as Pliny and Txajan. 

«f- Thia was the caie of St. Paul, who being a dttien of Rome was allowod to 
appad unt9 Cegaar^ and wai $aU to Rcmu aoooidinglj. Acta xxii. 2^29, xxr* 
85, zzitt* 33, xxTii. 

-f Amaxiog atupiditj! that the emperor's hnage, eren while he waa alire, 
Aould be allowed capable of divine worship, eren by ancb oon^wfativety exoal* 
Itot boftthena as Pliiy aad Tnqan. 

§ Talce here a parallel account oat of the martyrdom of Polycarp, sect. a. 
Xhe pcoeomul said, «• Sqmiach Chrtsi.'' Polycarp replied* ^» Ei^ty and 
filx jesrs have I now served Christ, and he has never done me the least wrong ; 
bo IT then can I blaspheme my king and my Saviomr?** 
I) Thia must most probably be wfeatt ofekarity. 

xe2 
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that edict which I published at your command, and wherein 
I had forbidden any such conventicles. These examinations 
made me think it necessary to inquire by torments, what the 
truth was, which I did of two servant maids, which were 
called deaconesses ; but still I discovered no more than that 
they were addicted to a bad, and to an extravagant supersti- 
tion. Hereupon I have put ofiF anv farther examinations and 
have recourse to you, for tlie qSslw seems to be well worth 
consultation, especially on account of the number * of those 
that are in danger ; for there are many of every age, of every 
rank, and of both sexes, which are now and hereafter likely 
to be called to account, and to be in danger ; for this super- 
stition is spread like a contagion, not only into cities and 
towns, but mto country villages also, which yet there is rea- 
son to hope may be stopped and corrected. To be sure the 
temples, which were almost forsaken, begin already to be 
frequented ; and the holy solemnities, which were long inter- 
mitted, begin to be revived. The sacrifices begin to sell well 
every where, oS which very few purchasers had of late ap- 
peared ; whereby it is easy to suppose how great a multitude 
of men may be amended, if place for repentance be admitted. 

Tuajan's Epistle to Pliny. 
My Pmny, You have taken the method which you ought 
in examining the causes of those that had been accused as 
Christians, for indeed no certain and general form of judg- 
ing can be ordained in this case. These people are not to be 
sought for ; but if they be accused and convicted, they are 
to be punished ; but with this caution, that he who denies 
himself to be a Christian, and makes it plain that he is not 
so by supplicating to our gods, although ne had been so for- 
merly, may be allowed pardon, upon his repentance. As 
for libels sent without an author, they ought to have no place 
in any accusation whatsoever ; for tnat would be a thing of 
very ill example, and not agreeable to my reign. 

OBSERVATIONS upm the Passages taken out 
of Tacitus. 

I. We see here what great regard the best of the Roman 
historians of that age, Tacitus, nad to the history of Jose- 
phus, whUe, though he never names him, as he very rarely 
names any of those Roman authors whence he derives other 
parts of his history, yet does it appear that he refers to his 

* Some of late are very loath to believe that the Christians were namennu in 
the second century, but this is such an evidence that they were very Dumeroas 
at least in fiithjmia, even in the beginning of that century, as is wholly onde- 
niable. 
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seven books of the Jewish Wars several times in a verv few 
pages, and almost always depends on his accounts of the af- 
lairs of the Romans and Parthians, as well as of the Jews, 
during no fewer than 240 years, to which those books ex- 
tend. 

II. Yet does it appear, that when he now and then fol- 
lowed other historians or reports concerning the Romans, 
the Parthians, or the Jews, during that long interval, he- 
was commonly mistaken in them, and had better have kept 
close to Josephus than hearken to any of his other authors 
or ]nforraei*s. 

III. It also appears highly probable that Tacitus had seen 
the Antiquities of Josephus, and knew that the most part of 
the accounts he produced of the origin of the Jewish nation 
entirely contradicted those Antiquities. He also could hard- 
ly avoid seeing that those accounts contradicted one another 
also, and were childish, absurd, and supported by no good 
evidence whatsoever : as also he could hardly avoid seeing 
that Josephus^s accounts in those Antiquities were authentic, 
substantial, and thoroughly attested to by the ancient records 
of that nation, and of the neighbouring nations also ; which 
indeed no one can now avoid seeing that carefully peruses 
and considers them. 

IV. Tacitus therefore, in concealing the greatest part of 
the true ancient history of the Jewish nation, which my be- 
fore him in Josephus, and producing such fabulous, ill 
grounded, and partial histories, which he had from the hea- 
thens, acted a most unfair part : and this procedure of his is 
here the more gross, in regard he professed such great im- 
partiality, Hist. B. I. chap. i. and is allowed to have ob- 
served that impartiality in the Roman affairs also. 

V. Tacitus^s hatred and contempt of (Tody's peculiar peo- 
ple, the Jews, and his attachment to the grossest idolatry, 
superstition, and astral fatality of the Romans, were there- 
fore so strong in him as to overbear all- restraints of sober 
reason and equity in the case of those Jews, though he be 
allowed so exactly to have followed them on other occasions 
relating to the Romans. 

VI. Since therefore Tacitus was so bitter against the Jews, 
and since he knew that Christ was a Jew himself, and that 
his apostles and first followers were Jews, and also knew that 
the Christian reli^on was derived into the Roman provinces, 
from Judea ; it is no wonder that his hatred and contempt 
of the Jews extended itself to the ChrisUans also, whom the 
Romans usually confounded with the Jews; as therefore his 
hard words of the Jews appear to have been generally ground- 
less, and hurt his own reputation, instead of theirs: so ought , 
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we to esteem bis alike burd words of the Cfaradant to be 
Mots upon his oim character, and not apott tbeir& 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus^ soon after the pubGcation of 
Jose|]^iis*s Antiquities, and tn contradiction to them, was de- 
termined to produce such idle stories about the Jews, and 
(slnee one of those idle stories is much tbe mxxm with that 
published in Josephus aginnst Apion^ from Manetho and 
jLysimaehus, and no where eke met with so fuHy in all anti* 
jqaity« it is most probable that those Antiquities of Josepbus 
'Wete the very occaerton of Tacitus giving us these stories, as 
we know from Josephus himself, contr, Apion, B. i. sect* 1« 
that the same Antiquities were the very occasion of Apion'^s 
publication of his equally scandalous stories about them, and 
irhich Josephus so thoroughly oonfuted in his two books 
written against them. And 'S Tacitus, as I suppose, had also 
fead these two books, his procedure in publiamng such sto* 
lies after he had seen 00 thorough a confutation of them. 
Was still more highly criniinal. Nor will Tacitus*s fault be 
louch less, though we eaji^poee be neither saw the Antiquities, 
tior the books against Apion, because it was not so very easy 
for him% then at Rome, to have had more authentic aooounts 
of the origin of the Jewi^ nation, and of the nature of the 
Jewish and Christian religion, from the Jews and Christians 
themselves, which he owns were verv numerous there in his 
days X so that his publication of sucn idle stories is still ut* 
jterly inexcusable, 

VII I. It is therefore very plain, after all, that notwidw 
landing these encomiums of several of our learned caitict 
upon Tacitus, and hard susptctons upon Josephus, that 
alt the (involuntary) misukes of Josepnus, in all his large 
works put together, their quaUfy as well as quanH^^ oon* 
Mdered, do not amount to near so great a sum, as ao these 
gross errors and misrepresentations of Tadtus^s about the 
Jews amount to in a few pages, so little reason have aome 
of our later and lesser critics to prefer the Oreek and Roman 
profane historians and writers to the Jewish, and particularly 
to Josephus, Such later and lesser critics snould have 
learned more judgment and modesty from tbdr Rreat father 
Joseph Scaliger^ when, as we have 6een, after all his deeper 
inquiries, he solemnly pronounces, De Emend. Temp. Fro* 
legom. p. 17) that ^* Josephus was the most diligent and 
the greatest lover of truth of all writers f and is not afraid to 
affirm, that *^ it is more safe to believe him, not only as to 
the affairs of the Jews, but also as to those that are foreign 
to theni) than all the Greek and Latin writers, and this to- 
pause his fidelity and compfiss of Jfaming ai« ever^ wheif 
ponspicMpum'' 
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TABLE of the Jewish Weiohts «>irf Mkabuhes, parHcu^ 
larfy of those mentioned in Josephus'^s Worxs. 

Of the Jewish Meaeurts ^Lbmoth* 



Cubit, the standard 
Zereth or large span . 
Small span . » . . 
Paim or hand^s br^lb 
Xoch or thumb^s breadth 
Digit or finger's breadth 
Orgyia or fathom . . 
Ezekiers Canneh or reed 
Arabian Cannah or pole 
Schienus's line, or chain 
Sabbath day's journey 
Jewish mile .... 
Stadium or furlong 
Parasang .... 



iDdlM. 


F««t.IadiM. 


21 . 


. 1 


9 


104 . 


. 


104 


7 . 





7 


84 . 





3* 


1,16 





1,16 


«675 





,875 


84 . 


. 7 





126 . 


. 10 


6 


168 . 


. 14 





1680 . 


. 140 





42000 . 


3500 





84000 . 


7000 





8400 . 


700 





259000 . 21000 





ires g^CAPACiTY. 




dklndk 


PiDtl 


orPmmdfc 


807,274 




27,88 


8072,74 


. . 278,8 


269,091 




9,266 


828,28 




28,3 


134,54 




4,4633 


414,12 . 




14,3 


80,722 . 




2,78 


44,859 . 




1,544. 


11,21 




,39 


207 




7,126 



Bath or Epha .... 
Chorus or Cbomer . . . 
Seah or Saton .... 
Ditto according to Josephus 

Hin . 

Ditto according to Josephus 
Omer or Assaron . . . 

Cab 

Log ....... 

Metretes or Syrian firidn . 

Of {he Jewish Weights and Coins. 

£ 9. d. 

Stater, Siclus, or shekel of the sanctuary, 

standard 026 

Xyrian coin equal to the shekd . » . . . 2 6 

Bekah, half the shekel OSS 

Drachma Attica, one-fourtli 0074 

Drachma or Alexandrina, or Darchmon, or 

Adarchmon, one-half 18 
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424 JEWISH WEIGHTS, COINS, AND MONTHS. 

Gerah, or Obolus, one-twentieth 

Maneh, or Mna — 100 shekels in weight- 
Si ,900 grains Troy 
Maneh, Mna, or Mina, as a coin — 60 shekels 7 10 
Talent of silver— 3000 shekels . .... 875 

Drachmaof gold not more than 1 

Shekel of gold not more than 4 

Daricofgold ...10 

Talent of gold not more than 648 



4L 






1 

4 
4 




Table of the Jewish Months in Josephus and others^ triih the 
names of the Syromacedonian names Josephus gives them^ 
and of the Julian or Roman months corresponding to them. 



HebrawNunM. 

(l.)Nisan 

(2.)Jyar 

(8.)Sivan 

(4.)Tamuz 

(5.)Ab 

(6.)Elul 

(7.)Ti8ri 

(8.)Marhesvan 

(g.)Casleu 
(lO.)Tebeth 
(ll.)Shebat 
(12.)Adar 
( )VeAdar, or 
the second Adar, 



Xanthicus 

Artemisius 

Dsesius 

Panemus 

Lous 

Gorpiasus 

H^perberetfieus 

Dius 

Apellasus 

AudiDseus 

Peri tins 

Dystrus 

intercalated. 



Roman Nama. 



March and April 
April and May 
May and June 
June and July 
July and August. 
August and September 
September and October 
October and November 
November and December 
December and January 
January and February 
February and March 
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Thejtrtt number U that of the respective Volume, the second rtfers 
to the Page* 



AARON>i.97. Ismadehigh* 
priest^ iiL 184.. His sons, i. 
136. His death, i. 171. 

Abassar, or Sanabassar, ii. 102. 

Abbarus, judge of the Tynans, 
. iv. 299' 

AbdastartuB, king of the Ty- 
. rians, iv. ^95. 

Abdemon, a Tynan, i. 41 1, iy. 
295. 

Abdenago, or Abednego, ii. 73. 

Abdon succeeds Elon as judge, 
i. 248. 

Abel, i. 11. His sacrifice, ib. 

Abenerig, kingof Charax Spa- 
sini, iii. 158. 

Abia, or Abijah, the son of Re- 
hoboam,i. 428. Succeeds his 
£ither,430» Conquers the ten 
tribes, 434. 

, king of the Arabians, iiL 
164. 

Abiather, the son of Abimelech, 
i. 305. Saves his life, and flies 
to David, 306. Is high- 
priest, 320, 342, 356, 370, 
380. Is deprivedof thehigh- 
. priesthood, 388. 

Abibalus, king of the Tyrians, 
iv. 295. 

Abigail, i. 311. Married to 
David, 313. 

■ , Amasa's mother, i. S6l. 

Abihu, the son of Aaron, i. 138. 

Abilamaradochus, or Evil Me« 
rodach, ii. 79. 

Abimael, i. 25. 

Abimelech tyrannizes over the 
- Shechemites, i. 244. Is ex- 
pelled, 245. He destroys 



them all, 246. Is killed by 
a piece of a mill-stone, ib. 

Abinadab, i. 265, 392, andii. 99. 

Abiram, i. 162. 

Abishag, a virgin, Da^d's 
nurse, i. 379. 

Abishai, i. 313. 

Abner, son of Ner, i. 325. 
Saul's kinsman, 272. Gene- 
ral of his army, 325. Re- 
conciles the Israelites to Da^ 
. vid, 328. Is killed, 329. 

Abram, or Abraham, the son of 
TeraJi, i. 25. Leaves Chal- 
dea and goes to Canaan, 26. 
Lives at Damascus, 27. Ad- 
vises his sons to plant co- 
lonies, 40. Instructs the 
Egyptians in the mathema- 
tical sciences, 28. Divides 
the counti^ between himself 
and Lot, ti. God promises 
him a son, 30. He beats the 
Assyrians, 29. Dies, 43. 

Absalom, i. 335. Flies to Ge- 
shur, 353, Is recalled by 
a stratagem of Joab's, 354. 
Rebels against David, 355. 
Pursues after him, 356. His 
army ifi put to flight, 362. 
Hangs on a tree by his hair, 
ib. Is stabbed by Joab, and 
- dies, ib. 

Acencheres, king of Egypt, iv. 
292.. 

Acenchres, queen of Egypt, ib. 

Achar, or Achan, is guilty of 
theft, i. 215. Is punished, 
216. 

Achitophel, or Ahitophel, Absa- 



436 



INDEX. 



lom't favourite, i. 356. Gives 
evil counsel, 358. Hangs 
himself, 360. 

Acme, iiL 20. Her letters to 
Antipater and Herod, ib. 
Her death, 27* 

Acmon, son of Araph, or Ishbi, 
the son of Ob, of the race of 
the giants, attacks David, i. 
371* Is killed by Abishai,!^. 

Acratheus or Hatach, ii. 118. 

Actium,batUeat, in the seventh 
year of Herod's reign, ii. 3$6, 
345. 

Ada, the wife of TAWech, i. liU 

Adad, a king of Damsaettt, L 
340, el »eq. 

Adam created, i. 8. His fall, 10^ 

Ader, or Hadad, on Idumean, 
L4d0. 

Adonias, or AdonijaIi,pretend8 
to the crown, L 379* Takes 
sanctuary at the altar, 381. 
Demands Abishag to wife, 
387* Is refused, 388. 

Adoniabeiek^ king of Jerusa- 
lem, L S28. Is made pri- 
soner, and has his hands and 
feet cut off, anddies at Jeru- 
aiefii, $6. 

Adoram, i. 396. 

Adrammelech, ii. 48. 

Adraa«r,or Hedadeeer, king of 
Sophene,or Zoba,i.340, 4^. 

iBbutius, a decorion, iii. dO& 

Mf^ypt, named from a king, iv. 

Mgyp\MXk kings called Pha- 
raohs lor 1300 years till the 
reign of Solomon, L 413. 

.Egyptians famous before all 
other nations for wisdom, 
39s. Learned mathematics 
of Abraham, 28. Their sa- 
cred scribes or priests, 86. 
They held it unlawful to 
feedcatUe. 83. 

.^Egyptian false prophet, put to 
flight by Felix, iii. 177, 395. 

JElius Gallus, ii. 365. 

.Smiliuj Ri^olus, iiL IO9. 



iBneas, sumamed Aretas, sue* 
ceeds Obodas in Arabia, iL 
416, 

iEsopus, a servant, ii. 3^6. 

Ethiopian commodities were 
slaves and mcmkeys, i 417* 

Ethiopians bordering on the 
Arabians, ii. 17* 

Agag, king of the Amalekites, 
i. %35. Is killed, 288. 

Agar, or Hagar, and Ishmael 
aare sent away by Abraham, 
L3& 

A AA«f M^«ii, or £(»ciblepressttre 
taken off die Jews by Dene* 
triiuii ii. 197> €i uq. 

Ageus, or Haggai, the prophet, 
iLlOl. Hepropbesieaatthe 
rebuildingof thetempk, 10£. 

Agones^ or gcmes every fifth 
year, in honour of Cflesar, in* 
stituted by Herod, ii. 3 J6, iiL 
315. At the fimshing Cm* 
sarea, ii. 3^6. 

Agrippa,(Marensthe Roman's) 
bounty towards the Jews, 
ii. 151. Is splendidly en- 
tertained by Herod, 380. 
Makes equal returns to him 
at Synope, 381. His expe- 
dition to Uie Bosphorus, A. 
His speech to the Jews at 
Jerusidem, iii. 407> el s$q. 
He eonfinns tlreir fMrnril^es, 
ii. 386. His letter to the 
Ephesians in favour of the 
Jews, 400. Andtodioseof 
Cyrene, t6. 

Agrippa the Great, cnt Elder^ 
Herod's grandson^ iii. 5, 72* 
His various adventures, 7S, 
tt seq. Is manacled and im- 
prisoned, 80, d «ff. His 
i^iure liberty and happinesf 
foretold, 81. Is released, and 
made lord of two tetrarddes, 
with the title bf king, 96. 
Gives Caius a sumptuous en- 
tertainment at Rome, 9^ Is 
sent by the senate to Claa- 
dios, 136. His advice |o 
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Clandiaty t& It tent back 
to bit kittgdotn, 144. C3att- 
dins btstows on hifn almost 
all tho domimofia of his 
grandfiithor^ 142. Hiir Mi- 
logiuiii> 14^ Hag boumr 
to warda thoM of BttTfOs^ t6. 
He trafltaaeroralkin^ipkn- 
didlj^ 150. Entertaifii Cte- 
8areawltlidioW8»a»d appears 
himaelf upon the itago in a 
nagniilceiit dreai, atidkap^ 
plaadedasagod, 151. Dies 
an tmnatural dea^ soon af- 
ter, 1^3. Hit death and 
children, S89. 

Agrippa, his son by CyproB, HL 
389. Did not imnediateijr 
succeed in his father's kkig- 
domyl54. Claudinsgarehrai 
that of his unde Herod ^of 
Chalds], 168, 890. Towlnch 
he added the tetrsrchies of 
Philip and Lysanias, 172* 
He is hurt by a sling atone 
at the siege of Gamala^iy^ 55. 
His letters to.Josephus, iii. 
285. His faoaoiis speech to 
the JewSy to dissuade them 
from a war with the Romans, 
407, et seq. 

' ' , son of Felii and Dm* 
silla, iii. 178* 

«, Fonteius slain, iv. 944. 



jldiimeUch, or Achimelech, die 
pHest, or high-priest, slain 
by order of Said, i. 80i5. 

Abknb, i. 588. 

Aibssi^ed,i.315. Ti^en,9l7. 

AImI, or Usal, L ^5* 

Alans, iv. 958. 

AibinsSy procurator of Jndea, 
iii. 180. 

Alcimus, or Jadmus, the wick- 
ed faigh-prie^ ii. 188. Ca- 
lumniates Judas before De- 
metrius, 184. Dies, 187. 

Alcyon, a physician, iii 1S6. 

Alexander Ly simachus, the als- 
barch, iii. 76, 148, I67. 

■ , the son of Alexan- 
der by Olaphyra, iii. 838. 
-^ the son of Ando- 



Ahab, king of Israel,!. 489. I« 
reproved by Elijah, 445. 
Fights with Beidiadad, and 
beau him, 446, W ^i Par- 
dons him, 449. Is after- 
wards killed Idmself by the 
Syrians, 454. His sons, ii. 
91. 

Ahas, kmg of Judah, ii. 89. 

Ahaaiah, som of Ahab, i. 455, 
iL 5, 90. 

Ahaaiah, khig of Judah, M. 19- 

Ahijah, the proj^et, i. 49 1 . His 
prophecy, ii. 55. 

Ahikam, ii. 68. 

Ahimaas, the son <^ Zad<^, i. 
S56,S63. High-priest,ii.70. 



chns Epiphanes, ii. 194. Sir- 
named Balas,«&.f it nofe. King 
of Syria, 996. His letter to 
Jonathan, 95. Engages in a 
battle with Demetrius, 198. 
Demands Ptolemy Hiilome- 
tor's dau^iter in marriage, 
909. Is killed in Arabia, 
and his head sent to Ptolemy, 
906. 

-andAristobulus, He- 



rod's sons, put in prison, ii. 
419> 497* Strangled by theur 
father's order, iii. 888. 

-, the son of Aristo- 



bttla8,ii.964,iii«974. Trou- 
bles Syria> ii. 967* Makes 
war upon the Romans, iii. 
974. Is conquered by Ga- 
binus, t5. Killed by Pom- 
poy's ordtf , ii. 970, iii. 976. 
- Janneus succeeds his 



brotiier Aristobulus, iii. 959. 
A sedition raised against 
him, ii. 944, et seq. His ex- 
pedition against Ptolemais, 
948. He is called Thraci- 
das, for his barbarous cruel- 
ty, 945. Diss of a quartan 
ague^ aft^ a three years' 
sidcness, 947> iii* 969. 
■ ■ ■ , the Great succeeds. 
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his father Philip, ii. 129. 
Conquers Daritts, 130. Pur- 
sues his victories through 
Asia, ib. el seq. Sends a let- 
ter to the high-priest at Je- 
rusalem> t6. Goes himself 
to Jerusalem, 131. His 
dream, ib> He ado^s the 
Dame of God on the high- 
priest's forehead, 132. En- 
ters the temple, ib. Grants 
privileges to the Jews, ib. 
The Pamphylian sea gives 
way to his army, i. 108. 

Alexander, son of Phasaelus 
and Salampsio, iii. 73. 

r ■ (Tiberius) succeeds 

Cuspius Fadus, as procura- 
tor of Judea, iii. I67, 389. 

. Is made procurator of Egypt, 
425. Is made chief com- 
mander of the Roman army 
under Vespasian, iv. 115, 
211. 

— — - Zebina, king of 
Syria, is conquered by An- 
tiochus Grypus, and dies, ii. 
228. 

Alexandra, Alexander, Jan- 
neus's widow, holds the ad- 
ministration after his death, 
i. 249. Falls sick and dies, 
252. Her eulogium, t6. 

— — — , daughter of Hyr- 
canus, wife of Alexander, the 
son of Aristobulus, Hyrca- 
nus's brother, and mpther of 
anotherAristobulusand Ma- 
riamne, ii. 322. Writes a let- 
ter to Cleopatra, t6. Sends 
the pictures of her son and 
daughter to Antonius, by 
the advice of Dellius, 323. 
Is feignedly reconciled to 
Herod, 324. Is suspected 
by Herod, 325. Prepares to 
fly into Egypt, ib. Bemoans 
the death of Aristobulus, 
327- Acquaints Cleopatra 
with the snares of Herod, 
and the death of her son. 



328. Is put into prison, 
331. Her indecent behavi- 
our towards her daughter 
Mariamne, 351. Is killed 
by Herod's order, 353. 

Alexandra, daughter of Pha- 
saelus and Salampsio, iii. 72. 
Is married to Timius Cy- 

. prius, ib, 

Alexandria's 'causeway to the 
isle Pharos, seven furlongs 
long, ii. 147> A great part 
of that city assigned to the 
Jews, 269* The Jews de- 
clared its citizens on a bra* 
zen pillar, by Julius Caesar, 

, ^79,etseq. 

Alexas, Salome's husband, iii. 
2, et seq. 341. 

■ ■ Selcias, Alexa's son, iii. 

73. 

AUsphragmuthosis, or Halis- 
phragmuthosis, king of £- 
gypt, iv. 292. 

Alliance between Ptolemy and 
. Antiochus, ii. 154. 

Altar of incense, i. 131. Of 
burnt-offering made of un- 
hewn stone, iv. 145. 

Amadetha, or Hamadetha, ii. 
116. 

Amalekites attack the Israel- 
ites, i. 117. Are conquered 
. and plundered, IIQ, et seq. 

Aman, or Haman, the enemy 
of the Jews, ii. 11 6. His 
edict against the Jews, 117- 
Orders a gallows to be erect- 
ed for Mordecai, 121. Is 
obliged to honour Mordecai, 
122. His malicious design 
laid before the king, 123. 
His edict countermanded, 
124. He is himself hanged 
on the gallows, 127* 

Amarinus, or Omri, king of 
the Israelites, i. 438. 

Amasa, General of the army, i. 
361, 365. The son of Je- 
ther, 385. Killed by Joab, 
369. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IKSXX. 



4X9 



Amasius, or Amaziah^ king of 
Judah, ii. 27, SO, Makes 
war on Jehoash^ king of Is- 
rael^ 31. Is beaten, ib» And 
murdered in a conspiracy, ib. 
, or Maaseiah, king 
Ahaz's son, slain in battle, 
ii. 38. 

' gover- 

nor of the city, ii. 54. 

Amanus, i. 22. 

Ambassadors sent with pre- 
sents to Hezekiah, ii. 50. 
Ambassadors of the Jews 
slain by the Arabs, 336, S3S. 
Ambassadors had a right to 
sit among the Jloman sena- 
tors in the theatre, 282, el 
seq. 

Ambassage sent by Jonathan 
to the Romans and Lacede- 
monians, ii. 212. Sent by 
the Jews to Rome, 1 87- 

Ambition and avarice, causes 
of many mischiefs, i. 329* 

Ambivius (Marcus), procura- 
tor of Judea, iii. 57* 

Amenophis, king of Egypt, iv. 
292, 309, 317. 

Amesses, queen of Egypt, iv. 
292. 

Ammonius, ii. 205. Killed, ib. 

Amnon, David's son, i. 335, 
Palls in love with his sister 
Tamar, 350. Is slain by 
Absalom's order, 352. 

Amorites given to the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, 
i. 185. 

Amphitheatre built at Jerusa- 
lem, and another in the ad- 
joining plain, by Herod the 
Great, ii. 356. Another at 
Jericho, iii. 29. 

Amram, Moses's father, i. 87. 

, iii. 155. 

Amraphel, i. 29. 

Aroutal, or Hamutal, ii. 57. 

Anacharis, or Rabsaris, a gene- 
ral of Sennacherib, ii. 43. 



Ananelus made high-priest, iL 
322. Deprived of it, 324. 
Restored to it, 327- 

Ananias, son of Nebedeus, made 
High-priest, iii. 166, 392, 
410. His son Ananus, 392. 
Both sent in fetters to Rome> 
171. Slain, together with 
his brother Ezekias, 41 9. 

, (diflferent from the 
former), ii. 230. Son of 
Onias, 240. 

-, the son of Masambu- 



lus, high-priest, iv. 1 80. 
Ananus, senior, made high- 
priest, iii. 180. His eulo- 
gium, iv. 69* 

, junior, the son of Ana- 
nus, made high-priest, iii 
180, 215, iv. 70. His speech 
to the people, ib. et seq. Ac- 
cused of the murder of James 
the bishop, iii. 181. De- 
prived of the high-priest- 
hood, ib. His death, iv. 86, 
et seq. 

-, for Annas], son of 



Seth, made high-priest, iii. 
57. Deposed, 58. 

-, son of Bamadus, one 



of Simon's life guard, iv. 
180. Flies to Titus, 209. 
-, governor of the tem- 



ple, iii. 171. 
, son of Jotiathan, iii. 



430. 



Anchus, or Achish, king of 

Gath, i. 315. 
Andreas, captain of Philadel- 

phus's life-guard, ii. 136, el 

seq. iv. 329. 
Andromachus, expelled the 

court of Herod, ii. 409. 
Andronicus, son oi Messala- 

mus, ii. 200. 
Aner, or Enner, Abraham's 

confederate, i. 30. 
Angels of God become familiar 

with women, i. 14. 
Anileus, iii. 98, et seq. Killed 

by the Babylonians, IO6. 
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Annab, at Hatmah, the wife of 
Elcanah, L 259. 

Annibal put to death by Fadus 
for a miidnf, iii. 155. 

Anoiua (Lucius) takes Oerasa, 
iv. 108. 

■ Miaacianui, in. 10^ 

iM ■ ■■ Raftia, procurator of 
Judea, ui. 58. 

AmoA, or Enoch, i. 12. 

Anteias killed, iiL 122. 

Antigonus governs Asia after 
Alexand^s death, ii. 134. 

Antigonus, son of Arisliobtthis, 
ii.264. Impeaches Hyrcanus 
and Antipater, 272, iii. 277. 
Is conquered by Herod, ii. 
294. Invades Jodea by the 
help of the Parthians, 298. 
Is fe-established in the go- 
vernment, 502, iii. 290. OltB 
xiffHyrcanus'ears, and causes 
Ae death of Phasaelus, ib. 
fiarvenders himself to Soskis, 
ii. 3 1 7, in. 30A. Is sent in fet- 
ters to Marcus Antonius, ii. 
Was lihe first king whose 
head was cut off by the Ro- 
mans, ii. S20. Reigned be- 
lore Itood, iii. 14. 

, son of Hyrcanna I. 

and brother ofkingAristobu- 
lu8,niade commander at the 
siege of Samaria, iL 2S0. Is 
b^ved by his borother, MS* 
Is watched by the queen and 
her fiivourites, and by theit 
calumnies slain, 234, iiL 257i 
€t sea, 

Antioch is the chirf city m Sy« 
ria, and the third city in the 
Roman empire, iv. 4. The 
Jews made citLaens thereof 
by Sdettcus Nicator, ii. 1 50. 
It is burnt down, iv. 24a 

Antiocfaians rebel against De- 
metrius, ii. 208. Their envy 
against the Jews, 150. 

Antiochus, king of Commage- 
na, iii. 60, a^ 142, 150, iv. 
172. A part of Ciiicia, to< 



gether widi Cemmagena, 
granted him by ClauAus, 
iiL 145. 

Amioelius Cysfioenua, iL 229- 
Assists the Samaritena, but 
is put to flight, 2^0, ui. 25^ 
Is taken prisoner, and put to 
death by Seleucus, iL 242. 

— - '■ ■ Dionysius, fourth 
son of Antiochos Grypus, 
king of Syria* mafcea an ex- 
pedition against the Jewif, iL 
246, iii. 262. 

the Grea^ E 251. 



His letters in favour o£ the 
Jews, 152, et seq. Marries his 
daughter Cleopatra to Ptole- 
my, 154. 

- Epiphanes makea an 



expediti^i into £gypt» iL 
l65. Takes Jerusaikm, and 
plunders tlie temple, ib. iii. 
251. Goes into Persia, iL 
1 72. Designs to destroy the 
Jews upon his return, «&. 
His answer to the Sasaart- 
tans, l67* Hii impiety, 225, 
et seq. He dies, and leaves 
the administration to Philip, 
180. 

Eupator, his son, in- 



vades Judea, ii. 181, 182. 
Fights with Judas, iii. 255* 
Makes peace with the Jewd, 
ii. 188. Breaks it, ib. Is 
killed by Demetrius, 184. 
. Grypus, son of An- 



tiodiufl Soter, ii. 229^ His 
deadi,242. 

— — Philometor, ii. 237. 
Pius, son of Antio- 



chus Cyaicenus, makes war 
with Seleucus, IL 242. Is 
dain in battle, ib. 

> Eusebius, or Pius, 



the brother of Demetrius, 
besieges Jerusalem, iL 224. 
Raises the siege, 226. Makes 
an expedition against the 
Parthians, is defeated and 
kUled, ib. 
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Avtiodmi, tbegnadttmofSe- 
leucut^aDdBQhofAkxaDdery 
is cominonly called The God» 

• H. 150. Is CMWHed in fals 
youths 209. Enters into 
alliance wiA Jonathan llie 
high-priest^ 210. Is skin hj 
Trypho^ his tutor> 220, vL 
254^ 

, ifaebrotherofSektt* 

eus, is slain in battle, iL 242. 
Soter>brotberof De- 



. metriuB) 6lher of Grypnc^ ii. 
229- Mains w&t with IVy- 
lihQ,222. 

Antipas, Herod'a son by MaU 
lhBce,aSamarttan« iiL4, 340. 
Is tetrardi ^ Galiiee, 858. 
Goes to Rome to get to be a 
]dng» SS, S68. What 'was 
left Idml:^ Herod, 28. What 
'iras giv«n him by Cflesar, 47* 
Once declared king by He- 
rcd, S54». 

I, one of the niyal li- 

neiigey ^V"^ hi pnaon and 
dain, ir. o7« 

Antipater the Idumean, He- 
rod's father^ ealled Antipas, 
excites trovdiles, n. 254. Is 
sent ambassador to Aretas, 
by Scanrus, 265^ His wife 
Cypros, the Arabian, and his 
ch^dren, 270. His rahmr, 

271. He advises Hyrcanus 
to put himself nnikr the pro- 
tection of Aretas, iii. 265. 
Makes his son Phasaekw go- 
vernor of Jerusalem, and 
Herod of Galilee ii. 275, iii. 
278. Endeavours to deserve 
Ceesar's favour, 270 and 276. 
Is honoured by Casar, and 
made dtisen of Rome, ii. 

272, m. 276. His defence 
against Antigomis, ii. 272, 
iii. 277* I«' made governor 
of Judea, ii 278, iii« 277* Is 
|^«atly esteemed among the 
Jews, ii. 276. Is poisoned, 
291>iii.282. 



Antipater, sonof PliMaelttswd 
SiUampsio, grandson of He- 
rod tlw Great, iii. 72. 

' 9 ton o£ Salome, Im- 

Archcttaus Inrfore 



Cnsar,^ ilL 84^ tt stq. 

>■ % son of Herod^ ii. 

294. Is sent to Rome to 
Ceesar, 889, ei dq. iii. 842, 
847* While he is there, he, 
by letters, sets his &ther 
against lus brethren, iL 390, 
et seq. ia, 821-^4« ti seq. 
His subtilty, iL 408. la xe« 
called by Herod, iii. 18. He 
reigns joinidy,widi hisfittfaer^ 
1, ei uq. Is hated by every 
body, after the slaughter of 
hifl Imdieren, Uh Attenopta 
his father's life, 2. Is con- 
oemed fbt hiniaelf, tk 848. 
Appears before Varus's tri« 
bumO, 14, 8;52. Hispleafor 
himadtf*, ^. Is pot in irons^ 
20, 854. Is put to death, 
28, 858. 

■ ■ , a Samaritan, uL 11. 
*^ HeKKTsaister's son. 



iiL4. 

Antipatris, taken by Vespaaian 
iv. 99. 

Antil^us, iii. 11, 846. His 
letter to Ant^ter, Herod's 
son, 20. 

Aptonia, Claudius's daughter 
by Petina, iiL 894. 

Antdnia, Claudius's mother^ 
nnd Drusus's wife, lends mo- 
ney to Agrippa the dder, 
Iii. 76. Her eulogiiun, 79* 
el seq. 
■■ > ■ , the tower called Barte 
before, iii. 258* Is taken 
by Titus, iv. I98, et seq. 

Antony, a captain, iv. 8, ei seq. 

*■' ■ ', a centurion, iv. 88» 

m (Mark), his valour, ii. 

265, iii. 272. His and Do- 
lid>ella's decree in favour of 
die Jews, ii. 288, ei seq. He 
marches into Asia, after Cas« 
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siut't defeat, 294. Hislettec 
to HyrcanuSy ib. To the 
Tyrians, 296* He falls in 
love with Cleopatra, 297* 
Makes Phasaelus and Herod 
tetrarchs, ib. Orders their 
accusers to be put to death> 
298. Confers signal fiivours 
on Herod, 805, et seq. So- 
joumsat Athens, 310. 

Antonius (Lucius), Mark An- 
tony's son, sends a letter to 
the Sardians in favour of the 
Jews,, ii. 285. 

' Primus, iv. 117. 

Anubis, a god, iii. 64. 

Apachnas, king of Egypt, iv. 
290. 

Apame, Darius's concubine, 
ii. 95. 

Apion, ambassador fortheAlex- 

- andrians to Cains, iii. 90. 

Apollo's temple at Gaza, ii. 242. 

ApoUodotus, captain of the Ga- 
zeans, ii. 241. Killed, ib. 

ApoUonius, son of Alexander, 
ii- 227. 

■ Daus, governor of 

Coelesyria, ii. 202. Challen- 
ges Jonathan to an engage- 
ment, and is defeated, 203. 
-, governor of Sa- 



maria, ii. 167, 171« 

Apponius, iii. 140. 

Apophis, king of Egypt, iv. 
290. 

Apsalom, iii. 420. 

Apsan, or Ibean, judge after 

. Jqphtha, i. 249. 

Aquila, the murderer of Cahis, 
iii. 121. 

Arabians circumcise their chil- 

i dren when thirteen years 
old, i. S5, Ten towns taken 
from them by Alexander, 
king of the Jews, ii. 256, 
258. Ethiopians are theiw 
neighbours, 17* 

Arabia borders on Judea, ii. 
255. Petra the king's resi- 
den<5e, 16. Zabdiel their loi*d, 
206. Arabians are defeated. 



340. Their women are great 
poisoners, iiL 10. 

Aram, i. 24. 

Aran, or Haran, the fiither of 
Lot, i. 25. 

Arasca, or Nisroch, a temple, 
ii. 48. 

Arases, or Rezin, king of the 
Syrians, ii. 38. 

Arauna, or Oronna the Jebu- 

■ site, i. 377^ el seq. His 
threshing-floor, 16. The 
place where Isaac was to 
have been sacrificed, and 
where the temple was after- 
wards built, ib. 

Archelaus, kingof Cappadocia, 

. comes to Herod, ii. 41 1, iii. 
329, et 8eq. Goes with him to 
Antioch, t6. Reconciles He- 
rod to his son Alexander, and 

. to his brother Pheroras, S3 1 . 
, son of Herod the 
Great, iii. 4, 12, 340, 347- 
Made ethnarch, 47, 372. 
Marries Glaphyra, 52, 377- 
Is proclaimed king after 
Herod's death, 29, 359. His 
speech to the people, SO, 360. 
. He endeavours to appease 
the people, SO. Goes to 
Rome, 33, 362. Is accused 
there by the deputies of the 
people, 44, 370. Is banished 
to Vienna in Gaul, 51, 374. 

- His dreams and Gh^hyra's, 
52, et seq. 374. 

-, sonof Chelcias, iii. 



153. 



, son of Magadatus, 

iv. 209. 
Aretas, king of the Arabians, 

ii. 241, 255,^423, iii. 265. 

Succeeds Obodas, ii. 4l6. 

Affords succours to Hyrca^ 

nus, iii. 265. Impeaches Syl« 

leus, jointly^ with Antipater, 

before Caesar, S. 

, king of Coelesyria, 
. makes an expedition into 

Judea, ii. 246. 
, of Petra, iii. 42, 69. 
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Arioch^ Cftptain of Nebuchadnez* 

■ar'fl life-guardy ii. 74. 
Avion, treasurer of Alexandria, iL 

isg. 

Arigt^fl, or^ Aristseus; one of Ptole- 
my Philadelphus's life-guard, ii. 
186, iv. 887. 

Aristobttlus, son of Hyrcanus T. ii. 
fiSO. The first high-priest who 
assumed the title of King of the 
Jews, Z83. Called Phildlen, or 
hver of the Greeks, 236. 

■ ' ■ , son of Alexander Jan- 

■ neus, an ehterprizing and bold 
ftian, ii. 249. Complains of the 
Pharisees, 250. Reproaches his 
mother Alexandra, ih. Endea- 
vours to take pcTssession of the 
kingdom daring his mother's life, 
S51. Fights with His elder bro- 
ther Hyrcanus for the crown, 254. 
Brings him to an accommodation, 
ib.W. £65. Sends a golden vine 
to Pompey, ii. 258. Is, with his 
children, brought captive to 
Rome, by Pompey, 264. Es- 
capes out of prison, but is re- 
taken and sent back again to 
Romeby Gabinius, 266, iii. 2T1, 
g75« His firmness in adversity, 
ii. 267» Is poisoned by the par- 
tisans of Pompey, 270. His 
children, ib, 

-, son of Herod the Great, 



ii. 367. Marries Bemice, Sa- 
lome's daughter, 380. Is put in 
prison, 419- Is accused by his 
father in an assembly at Berytus, 
and condemned, 424, 425. Is 
strangled, iii. 338. His children, 
S, 340. 

-, son of Herod, king of 



Chalcis, iii. 175. 

-, son of Joseph and 



Mariamne, iii. 72. 

-, son of Aristobulus and 



sister to the famous Mariamne, a. 
beautiful youth, is made high- 
priest by Herod, ii. 325, 327- Is 
drowned by the secret order pf 
the same Herod^ ib* iii. 319. 
VOL. IV. 



Aristobulus, son of Aristobulus and 
Bemice, and grandson of Herod 
Uie Great, iii. 72. 

Aristocracy the best form of govern* 
ment, i. 193. 

— — — ^— instituted in Judea by 
Gabinius, iii. 274. 

Arithmetic and astronomy came 
from Chaldea to Egypt, and 
thence into Greece, i. 28. 

Arius, king of the Lacedemonians, 
sends a letter to Onias the high- 
priest, ii. 162. 

Ark of God, its description, i. 130. 
Taken by the Philistines, 26 1. 
Restored to the Israelites, 264. 
Carried to Jerusalem, and lodged 
in the house of Obed-Edom, after 
it had been with Aminadab, 337. 

— - of Noah, where it rested, i. J7- 
Mentioned by all barbarian his- 
torians, ib. Its remains long pre- 
served, ib. 

Armais, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Armenia conquered by Antonius, 
ii. 334. Cotys, king of the Les- 
ser Armenia, iii. 1 50. 

Armesses, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Armory of David in the temple, ii. 
24. 

Aropheus or Araariah, i. 388. 

Arphaxad, i. 25. 

Aruntius (Euaristus), iii. 125. 

(Paulus), iii. 120. 

Arsaces, king of the Parthians, ii. 
215. 

Artabanus, king of Media, iii. 60, 
, king of the Parthians, 
iii. 67, 68. He flies to Azates, 
1 63. Is kindly received by him, 
and restored to his kingdom, ib. 
Dies, ib. 

Artabaxus, or Artavasdes, son of 
Tigranes, is given as a present to 
Cleopatra by Antonius, iii. SPS. 

Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, ii. 
113. His edict against the Jews, 
117. Contradicted, 124, el seq. 

Artorius cunningly saves his own 
lifb, iv.205. 

Arucas, i. 24. 
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Arudeus, i. 24. 

Asa, king of Jerusalem^ i. 435. 

Makes an alliance with the king 

of Damascus, 437. 
Asael killed by Abner, i. 326. 
Asamoneus, ii. l68. 
Asamoneans, the end of their reign, 

ii. 319. 

Ascalonites, punished for their stub- 
bornness, ii. 157. 

Asermotli, or Hazarmaveth, i. 25. 

Aserymus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 
297. 

Aslulod, or Azotus, taken by Jona- 
than, ii. 204. Its inhabitants 
plagued on account of the ark of 
God, i. 262. 

Ashkenaz, i. 22. 

Ashpenaz, a eunuch, ii. 73. 

Ashur, i. 24. 

Asia, its convention at Any era, ii. 
400. Valerius proconsul of Asia, 
iii. 126. Five hundred towns of 
Asia, 410, el seq. 

Asineus and Anileus, two brethren, 
iii. 99, el seq, 

Asocheus, or Shishak, king of 
Egypt, iv. 233. 

Asprenas, iii. 1 1 8. Cut in pieces, 
122. 

Assemblies forbidden to all at 
Rome, but to the Jews only by 
Julius Caesar, ii. 280. 

Ass's head falsely reported by Apion 
as an object of worship among the 
Jews, iv. 331. 

Assis, king of Egypt, iv. 290. 

Assyrian empire overthrown, ii. 50, . 

Astarte's Temple, i. 323, iv. 295. 

Astartus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 
295. 

Astronomy ; for its improvement, 
the first men lived near a thou* 
sand years, i. 1 9, Came out of 
Chaldea into Egypt, and thence 
into Greece, 28. 

Asylum, or right of sanctuary, be- 
longing to some towns in Judea, 
i. 186. 

Athenians decree honours to Hyr- 
canus, ii. 274. 

Alhenio, ii. 156, 



Athenio^ a general of Cle^pa^tl, iii; 
306. Hisperfidiousness, ii. 3S5. 

Ath ronges, a shepherd, crowns him- 
self king of Judea, iii. 41,368. Is 
conquered with his brethren, ib. 

Atratinas, Herod'sadvocate, iL 305. 

Augustus's arival in Sjrria, ii. 369. 
His letter to Herod, 423. Holdtf 
a council about the affairs of Ju- . 
dea, iii. 34. His edict and letter 
in favour of the Jews, ii. 399, el 
seq. Is angry with Herod, 415. 
Is reconciled to him by the means 
of Nicolaus of Damascus, 420. 
Divides Herod's dominions, iiL 
372. His death, 383. 

Axioramus, high-priest, ii. 67. 

Azariah, the prophet, i. 435. 

Azarias, high-priest, ii. 67. 

— — — , one of Daniel's companions, 
ii. 72. 



-, a commander under Jodas, 
is defeated by Gorgias at Jamnia, 
ii. 179. 

Azau, Hazo, i. 26. 

Azizus, king of Eroesa, iii« 172. 
Is circumcised, and marries Dm- 
silla, the sisterof Agrippa juni<»', 
ib. Dies, 175. 

Azotus, or Ashdod, its inhabitants 
plagued on account of the ark of 
God, i. 262. Taken by Jonatbin. 
ii. 204, et seq, 

Azricam, ii. 38. 

Baal, king of the Tyrians, iv. 299. 
Baal, god of the Tyrians, ii. S2. 
Baalis, king of the Ammonites, ii. 

Baanah, tlie son of Rimmon, i. SSI, 
Baaras, a place, and a plant there 

growing, iv. 252. 
Baasha, king of Israel, i. 434. KiUs 

Nadabhi8predecessor,436. Dies» 

437. 
Baba's children preserved byCosto- 

barus, ii. 354. Afterwards killed 

by Herod, 355, 
Babylon, derived from Babel (con- 

fusionof languages), i. 21. Taken 

by Cyrus under the reign of Bal- 

tasar, ii. 82. The great number . 
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of Jews who H ved there> 32 1 , and 
ill. 97. Nebuchadneszar's build- 
ings at Baby lori^ii.TPy^M?- Its 
waJls not built by Semiramis but 
by Nebuchadneazar, according 
to the testimony of Berosas, iv. 
297>298* Its walls curiously built 
by NabonidttSy of brick and bitu- 
men, according to the same Be- 
rosiis, 299. Its pensile gardens 
erected by Nebuchadnescar^ in 
imitation of the monntainsof Me- 
dia, ib, ii. 79/ ei '^« 

Baochides,ii.l84,1S8. He attacks 
the Jews, 191, ei »eq. 

Bade8oru8> king of the Tjrriaiis, iv. 
295. 

Bagoas,' a eunuch, iii. 7- 

Bagoaes, an enemy of the Jews, ii. 
^ 127. 

Balak, king of Moab, i. 174, el teq, 

Baladan, king of Babylon, ii. 50« 

Balaam, the prophet, i. 175. His 
ass speaks, I76. 

Balatorus> king of the Tynans, iv. 
299. 

Baleazarus, king of the Tynans, iv. 
295. 

Ballas, or Bera,king of Sodom, i. 28. 

Balm, or Balsam, near Jericho, ii. 
260, 382, and Hi. 267. 

Baltassar [Belshazzar, or Naboan- 
del, or Nabonadios]], king of Ba- 
l^lon, ii. 80, el seq. H is terrible 
vision, and its interpretation, 8i. 
His death, 82. 

Balthasar f Belteshazzar^, Daniel's 
name, ii. 72. 

Banacates, i. 892. 

Banus, a hermit, Josephus's mas- 
ter, iii. 192. 

Barachias, ii. 39- 

Barak, excited by Debora, encoun- 
ters Sisera, i. 240, ei seq. 

Barbarians, tiicir riches formerly 
consisted in cattle, i. 95, 

Bardenes, king of the Parthians, iii. 
163. He is slain, l64. 

I^is> a tower built at Ecbatana by 
I>aniel, ii. 84. 

Baruabazus, ii. II6. 



Barsas, king of Gomorrah, i. 28. 

Baruch, well skilled in the Hebrew 
toi^fue, and left with Jeremiah 
the pro[rfiet in Judea, at the Ba« 
bylbnian captivity, ii. 68. 

Barzaphernes^ governor in Parthia, 
iii. 286. 

Barzillai, i. 36l. 

• Basan, or Baasha, king of Israel, i. 
434. Slays Nadab his predeces- 
sor, 436. 

Basima, or Basmath, Solomon'a 
daughter, i. 392. 

Baskets carried upon the head, i. 67. 

Bassus (Ventidius). See Ventidius. 

(Cicilius), murderer of Sex- 

tus Cssar, ii. 29O, iii. 281. 

(Lucilius), is sent with an 

army into Judea; he besieges and 
takes Macherus, iv. 251. 

Bath or Badus, a Jewish measure, 
i. 396- 

Baths, hot baths at Callin*hoe be- 
yond Jordan, iii. 25. 

Bathsheba, i. 345, ei seq. 

Bathyllus, iii. 347. 

, Antipater's freed-man, 
iii. 12. 

Battering-ram, its description, iv. 
23. 

Battle at Tariche® upon the Lake 
of Gennesareth, iv. 45, d^Mg. 

Beeltethmus, ii. 92. 

Bela, or Zoar, the king of it, i. 28. 

Belshazzar [or Baltasar, or Nabo- ' 
andel, or Nabonadius^, king of 
Babylon, ii. 80, ei seq. His ter- 
rible vision, and its interpreta- 
tion, 81. His death, 82. 

Beltesfaazzar, Daniel's name. ii. 72. 

Belus, the god of the Tyrians; 1. 
489. 

— — -, the god of the Babylonians, 
ii. 79. His temple there, ib, 

Benaiah, a priest by birth, and a 
man of valour, i. 374. Son 6fJt^ 
holada, 342. Made commander 
of some troops of Solomon, 389> 
Son of Achilus, 392. 

Beneficence, its commendation and 
reward,!. 318. 
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Benhadad (or &d «0ii of Hadad), 
limg xif Syiim lafes)^^ Samana 
tin^Atsi time, i, 4ML The eefa>nd 
.tiQle> H 10. FaUs ajck^ and is 
smoldered, by Haiaei^ 16. . 

Beojamitea» are attacked far their 

• enormous crime atGiheah, and 
at last terribly defeated and ciit 
of, I 28ie,et seq. Thehr tribe lia- 
slored, 2SS. 

Beon, iv. 290. 

Bemice, daughter of Agrijipa se- 
nior, iii. 72. . Married to Hcrod> 
^grippa's hrodier» 142. 

»■ ' ' 1 » Agrippa's mother, dies, 

. iii. 74- 

^, Archelaus'fl foid Mariam- 



ne^a daitghler^ iii. 172. 

-^ the widow of Herod, mar- 



ries l\)lemon, iii. 173. Leaves 
him, t6. 

-, Salome's daughter^ Aris- 



tobulus's wife, ii. 580. 

-, Agrippasenior'a daug^iter. 



and junior's sister, in danger of 

her life, iii. 403. 
Sertiicianus, Herod of Chalcis^ «on 

by Bernice his brother Agrippa's 

dinghler, Jii. $90. 
Beryus, where the cause between 

Jl4erud and his sons was debated 

in a council ox court, ii. 4^4, et 

seq. RoniauB living at Be^ytus^ 

421. 
Beth«el» i. 26. 

Beval^landi Aholiab, sacred archi- 
- tects, 1.. 126. 
Bigtban;ii. 116. 
Birthday' ojf Ptolemy's son kept by 

th^.^yfiaes^ ii. ]^9v J^osents 

made thereupon^ 160, etsjeq. 
Bocchoris, king of Egypt, ivi 319. 
Bsisk df tlie IftMT found, ii. 54- 
Boot{si composed by Solomom i. 

;i^. TvfciitSy-tWo mosit sacred 
.. . books among the Jews, iv. 2^5. 
Bow,, of Elinidech's family, i. 2156. 

K is luttdniEss towards Ruth, 257> 

He marries her, 258. 
Sffaz^n vesselft more V^uable than 

gold, ii. 106. 



'Bride; how alie was to palt from 
ene dwt refused tR miprry her, 
acflofdiw le the law ef Moses, 

Britottsyiv. 221. 

Britiwttcus, .son of Claudius by 

Messalina, iii: 394. 
BrocchQ8»«ttibujaie,iiL 13& 
Brother, ati^ wl^ch Alexaoder 

Bahis gianre tp JonatJiaa the hi^h- 

piriest^ iL I9& The same title 

wasalso^vcn him by Demetrius 

Soter, 207. 
Buckle, dr birtlon (agoldisn one), 

sent to Jonathan by Akjcaoder, 

king of Syria, iL 5204. > And by 

Demetrius, 210. 
Bukki, son of Abiahita, high*pnest, 

i. 3S8. 
Burrhus, Nero's Greek secretary, 

iii. 179. 
Bua, Nahor's son, i. 26^ 

Cecilius Bassus, the murderer of 
Sexttts Caesar, ii. 29O, iii. 280. 

Cesinna, i v. . 1 1 7- Sent to Veqia- 
sian, 16. 

Caesar (Julius) makes war in Egypt, 
ii. ^7 1« His decrees in £ivoiur of 
the Jews, 279> ^ Mg. He is mur- 
dered by Brulnisand Ca$sitt8|290. 

.C«sarea built by Helrod,iL3fi6. It 
Was 600 furlongs from Jerusa- 
lem^ 235> iii. 358. 

Ca^sarean games instituted by He- 
rod, ii. 356, iii.. 31 5. Begun at 
the6nishing of Csssarea Augusta, 
ii. 396. 

Cesennius Petus, president of Sy- 
ria, iv* 256. 

Cesonia, wife of Catus, kiUed by 
Lupus, iii. 132. 

Cain murdeHi his brother Abel, L 
11. His p.ttnishmeat, 12. He 
peoples the land of l!i^, ib. 

Caius, the son of Germanicua, is 
made emperor>iii. 82, 384. Puts 
Tiberius, the grandsoa of Tibe- 
rius :the emperor^ . t» ^ath, 80. 
His behaviour in thegov^nment, 
ib. He orders his slatue to be 
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elected in the tempie.^t J^ruta- 
)«n^904 GiytWeaAgrippiwaiid 
fliobick Its erection^ 9t>'. Hb. iHn 
lerto Petroniuti li/^. He ng^ 
agfiiiiittbe J0ws> 107. Calls him- 
•flf the brother 9f Jupiter,! 08. A 
c^oQSpimcy f^HTined ugainst hii6, 
lOflL The eoiiq[>irAter8 increaie 
in number^ 115. Hit death, liSO. 
His threatening lettte to P^tro- 
nius retarded till he wa$ dead,fff, 
387* His charaeter, 13^, H nq. 

Caleb, one that searched the laiM 
of Canaan, L 156, atid 229- 

Calf (golden), near Daphne or Dan, 
iv. 54. 

CaUeas^ iii» S. 

Calliimiuider, ii. ^80. 

Callinicus, son of Antiochus king 
of Coramagena, it. 257. 

Calis^8» a freed-man of Cains, iii. 
115. 

Cambyses, succeeds Cjrus, ii. 91* 
Diel <afler a reign of six year8,9&- 

Camp of the Jews, i. 1 52. Of tke 
Assyrians, iv. 154r. 

Camueli or Kemuel, Nahor's son, 
i<g6. 

Canaan^ land, itsdeseription and di- 
vision, i. 221. Canaanites distress 
the tribe of Da&i 280. Are spared 
contrary to the command of God, 
S99- War denounced against 
them by the tribes of Juddh and 
Simeon, 226. 

Candlestick in the tabernacle, i. 
131. 

Canthems removed from the high- 
priesthood, iii. 1 57. 

Capellus, son of AntiUuS, iii. 200, 
et seq. 

Capito, a centurion or a captain of 
100 soldiers, iii. 400. 

Capitol, the end of the triumphal 
sbowa, iv. 249. ' 

Captives of the Jews, how many 
killed, and how many kept alive, 
iv. 251 . Captives carried in the 
triumph, 219. 

Captivities of the ten and of the two 
tribes, ii. 71, 72. 



Careas [Kareah^, ii. 67. 

Carulii Herod'a patbiQ» iii« 7. 

Cassander |^eni« Maeedmtia ^fter 
Alexander's death, \u 134. 

Cassius Longinua, president.of 8y* 
ria, ii. 290j 875, iii. 157- Favours 
Antipater and Herod, ii. 290. 
Repels the Parthians» and then 
retires to Judea, 2TQ, iii. 276. 
Js defeated at Philippi, ii. 294. 

Castles, or dtad^, two at Jerusa* 
letn, one in the dty ai^d.the oU^r 
by the temple, IL 18t0^ 352, 359* 

Castor the Jew's cuimiAg tricki iv. 
156. 

Castration of men or beasts forbid- 
den by the law of Mo^es, i. 204. 
Young men of royal b^qod 089- 
trated by Nebuchadnezaar's oiu 
der, and among others Daniel 
the prophet, ii. 72. 

Catullus, governor of Libya Pentar" 
politana, iv. 277* His calumnj 
against the Jews, tft. His dei^h, 
and the divine vengeance on him, 
278. 

Celadus, iii. 49i 374. 

Celenderis, iii. 348. 

Celer, a tribune, iii. 171* He is put 
to death, 172. 

Celtic legion, iiL 122. 

Cendebeus, commander of Antio- 
chus's troops, ii. 222, iii. 254. 

Cerealis (Petilius) sent against the 
Samaritans, iv. 31. Marches to- 
wards Hebron, 109* Is ordered, 
toalUck the temple, 199. Call- 
ed to a council of war about the 
temple, 210. 

Cestius Oallusj president c^ Syr^a, 
iii. 2 18, 398. He gamers an aniiy 
against the Jews, 426. Enters 
Jerusalem, 430. Is beatenj 433,- 

Chereas (Cassius), i^ stirred vp 
against.Caius, iii. 109. Draws 
osiers into the conspiracy, 1 13. 
Gives Caius the first blow, 120. 
Is beheaded, 141.. 

Chttgiras, son of Nabateusi iv. 741. 

Ch(llam»n, kingof theS>rians,i.345. 
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Chalcol, L 399. 

Cham or' Haiii> the son of Nofth^ i. 

19. His posterity^ 23. 
Chanaan, or Canaan^ the son of 

Ham^ i. S3. His posterity^ ib. 
Qiaran, or Haran, i. 25. 
Chares^ iv. 56^ Dies^ 60. 
Chaturah, or Keturah^ Abraham's 

last wife^ i. 40. 
Chebron^ king of Egypt^ iv. 299. 
■ ■ , or Hebron, older than 

Memphis [Tanis],iv.l07. Taken 

by the Israelites, i. 829. 
Chedorlaomer, i. 29. 
ChelbeSy king of the Tyrians, iv. 

Chelcias^ ii. 230^ 240. 

Chellio, or Chilion, I 256. 

Chembim^ their shape not known, 
i. 339. 

Chessed, Nahor's son, i. 26. 

Chetim^ or Kittem, i. 22. 

Children not always like their pa- 
rents, i. 268. 

Christ and Christians, iii. 62. 

Chusarthes, orCushan, the king of 
Assyria, oppresses the Israelites, 
i. 236. 

Cfausi, or Cushai, i. 356. 

Chutheans (people of Chutha), who 
they were,and whence they came, 
ii. 44. Go to Samaria, 72. Hin- 
der the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple, 91. 

Cinnamus, iii. l63. 

Circumcision is received in Pales- 
tine by the Jews, iv. 301 . Its in- 
stitution, i. 31. The Arabians 
circumcise their children after 
the thirteenth year of their age, 
85. The Syrians in Palestine 
■ received circumcision from the 
Egyptians according to Herodo- 
tus, 430. Not to be forced upon 
any body, in the opinion of Jo- 
sephns, iii. 205. The Iduraeans 
forced to be circumcised, andbe- 
come Jews, or leave their coun- 
try, by John Hyrcanus, ii. 227- 
• The Itureans forced to be dr- 
eumcised by Aristobulus, 236. 



Classicos, iv. 243. 

Claudius Caesar, iii. I97> 133. He 
is dragged out of a comer to the 
imperial dignity, 134, 367* He 
is favoured by the army, 140. 
His liberality to Agrippa, 142. 
His edict in fiivour of the Jews, 
143. His letters to the Jews, 
156. He dies, 174, 394. His 
wife and children, t6. 

Clement, iii. 112. 

Cleopatra, daughter of Antiochus, 
married to Ptolemy, ii. 154. 

, wife of Philometor^ ii. 
1 98, ei seq, iv. 327* She takes up 
arms against Ptolemy Lathyrus, 
ii. 240. Makes an alliance with 
Alexander, 241. Takes Ptole- 
mais, 240. 

-, wifeof Demetrius, ii.22I. 



Married to Antiochus SoCer, t^. 
-, queen of Egypt, meets 



Antony in Cilida, ii. 297. Her 
cruelty and avarice, 331, iii. 805. 
Kills her sister Arsinoe, ii. 3S1. 
Obtains from Antony a part of 
Arabia and Judea, 332. Tempts 
Herod to lie with her, ib, He^ 
rod conducts her towards Egypt, 
333. 

(Selene), besieged by Ti- 



granes, ii. 251, iii. 264. 

of Jerusalem, the wife of 



Herod, iii. 4, 340. 

-, wife of Florus, iii. 187. 



Clitus, author of a rebellion at Ti- 
berias, iii, 213. Cuts off his left 
hand by the order of Josephus, 
ib. 445. 

Cluvius, iii. 1 18. 

Collega (Cneus), iv. 241. 

Colonies within and without Italy, 
iii. 144. 

Columns or pillars in the land of 
Siriad, i. 13. ' Of the Corinthian 
order in Solomon's palace, 409. 
In Herod's temple, iv. 141. 

Commandments written upon two 
tables, i. 124. Written by the 
hand of God, 1 26. Not to have 
their very words published, 124. 
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Conquests easier gotten than main- 
tained^ i. 407. 

Conscience of gbod actions is safer 
to be relied on^ than on the con- 
cealment of evil ones> i. 60. 

Conspiracy against Herod, ii. 35S, 
ei seq. 

Convention of Asia at Ancyra, ii. 

• 4d(X Convention at Jerusalem, 
iii. £02. 

Coponius, procurator of Judea, iii. 
58, 57, 375. 

Coracinus, a fish, iv. 51. 

Corban, or sacred treasure, iii. 384. 

Cores, or Korah, raises a sedition 
against Moses^ i. l6l. Perishes 
with his faction, 167. 

Corinthus, one of Herod's life- 
^ard, iii. 8. An Arabian by 
birth, 343. 

Cornelius Faustus, son of Sylla, ii. 
2€S, iiL269. 

the brother of Longus, 

iv. 205. 

Corns, a Jewish measure of 10 At- 
tic medimni, i. 158. 

Costobarus, an Idumean, Salome's 
husband, ii. S5S. 

, a ringleader of the rob- 
bers, iii. 183. 

CU^ylas, or Zeno, ii. 224, iii. 255. 

Cotys, king of Lesser Armenia, iii. 
150. 

Cow, the red cow for purification, 
i. 171. 

Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, i. 1 8 1 . 

Coze, or Kose, an idol of the Idu- 
means before they turned Jews, 
ii. 353. 

Crassus, governor of the east, suc- 
ceeds Gabinius, ii. 268. Arrives 
in Judea, and plunders the tem- 
ple of its treasures, t6. iii. 274. 
Perishes in an expedition against 
the Parthians, ib. 

Creation of the world, i. 7- 

Crimes are encouraged by indul- 
gence to those that commit them, 
i. 286, ei seq. 

Crown or mitre of the high-priest, 
i. 133. 



Cumanus, procurator of Judea, iii. 

168, 390. 
Curses denounced from Mount 

Ebal, i. 206-220. 
Cuspius Fadus, procurator of Ju- 
dea, ii. 375, iii. 154, 155, 389- 
Customs, or taxes of Syria, Pheni- 

cia, Judea, and Samaria, 8000 

talents, ii. 156. 
Cypros,king Agrippa's wife,iii. 389. 
— — < , Antipater senior's wife, by 

whom he had four children, ii. 

274, iii. ib, 

, Antipater's daughter by 

Cyprps, iii. 72. Married to 

Alexas Selcias, 73. 

-, Herod's daughter, married 



to Antipater, Salome's son, iii. 72. 
-, daughter of Phasaelus and 



Salampsio married to Agrippa 
senior, iii. 72, 76, ei seq. 
Cyrenius, or Quirinius, iii. 52, 53, 
Cyreneans, derived from the Lace- 
demonians, iii. 412, e/ seq, 
Cyrus, king of Persia, ii. 80, ei seq. 
Purposes to rebuild the Jewish 
temple, 89, ei seq. Releases the 
Jews from their captivity by. an 
edict, ib. His death, 91. 

, the son of Xerxes, called 
by the Greeks Artaxerxcs, made 
king, ii. 113, ei seq. His letter 
rescinding the edict of Haman, 
124. 

Dacon, the god of Ashdod, i. 262. 
His temple burnt, ii. 204. 

Damascene colonies transported in- 
to Higher Media, ii. 39, 

Damascus taken by Tiglathpileser, 
ii. 39. Taken by the Romans, 259. 

Dan, built by the Danites, i. 236. 

Danaus, or Hermeus, king of 
Egypt, iv. SO9. 

Daniel, the prophet, ii. 72. Is cas- 
trated with his companions, 16. 
Theirausterity of life, 73. Da- 
niel foretels the times of (iiture 
events, fi&. Tells Nebuchadnez- 
zar his dream, and interprets it to 
him, 75. Is honoured for it, 76. 
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His co9ipanlons are cast into a 
fiery furnace^ t6. Dan iel explains 
the hand-writmg upon the wall^ 
82. Is carried into Media by Da- 
rius^ ik. Is made one of the pre- 
sidents of the kingdom^ t6. A 
conspiracy against hixo^ 83. Is 
thrown into the lion's den, ib. 
Builds a tower at Ecbatana, 84. 
The manner and certainty of his 
prophecies, 85. His vision of ihe 
ram and the he-goat, 86. His 
prophecy of the destruction of 
the Jews by the Romans, iL Of 
the profanation of the temple by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 175. 

Darda, 1.^93. 

Darius, the son of A sty ages, called 
by another name among the 
Greeks, ii. 82. 

■' ' , the son of Hy staspes,made 
king, ii. 92. Makes a splendid 
entertainment, 93, Proposes 
questions to be resolved, 1 6. His 
letters in favour of Zorobabel for 
rebuilding the temple, 96<. Has 
Cyrus's records searched about 
that temple, ioi. Gives order 
for its rebuilding, 1 02. His edict 
against the Samaritans, 104. 

Dathan, i. l62. 

David'sgenealogy, i. 2 58. Is anoint- 
ed by Samuel, 289. Plays upon 
theharp before Saul, 290. Fi^ts 
Goliath, 292. Hisand Jonathan's 
friendship, 296, 2199, ei seq.. Is 
reconciled to Saul by Jonathan, 
297* Is in danger of being killed 
by Saul, f6. His flight, 302-308. 
He spares Saul's life twice, 307 
-^09> 313. Promises to assist 
the king of Gath, 3 1 5. Pursues 
afler the Amalekites, and puts 
them to flight, 32 1 . Makes a fu- 
iieral oration for Saul and Jona- 
than, 325. Is made king of Ju- 
dah, t6. And of the Israelites, 
332. Takes Jerusalem, 333, 
Cefsts the Jebusites out of it, 33^. 
Marries several wives, and begets 
eleven children, $35. Conquers 



Oie Philistines 346r Hm tlMr 
ark carried to JeTUsaletn> 337. 
Is reproached by Micbai^ 3M. 
Purposes tobi^ldthe terapji0,339- 
Hisvictorie8»340. IJkliMrality 
to Mephibosheth, 342. He falls 
in love with Bathsheba, 345. 
Causes Uriah to be Atin, M7« 
Marries Bathsheba, ib» la re« 
proved for all by Natfam llie 
prophet, 348. His son by Bath- 
sheba dies, 349. He mourns for 
Absalom's death, 364. OfdetB 
the people to be numbered, S76* 
Chooses the pestilence rather 
than famine oi the sword, 876. 
Makes great preparations for the 
building of the temple, 378. Ex-* 
horts Solomon to build, it, (6. 383. 
Divides the priests and Levitea 
into tweiHy-four courses, 382. 
He dies, 384. Is buried with 
great pomp, ib. The treaaureft 
hidden in his monument> tfcw ii. 
232, 411, iii. 256. 

Day unusally lengthened, i. 219- 

Deborah, i. 239. 

Deceased, what care was taken of 
the^ by the Jews, iv. 349- 

Decrees of the Romans, &c. in &- 
vour of the Jews, ii. 273, el seq, 
280, ei seq. 

Dedan, i. 24. 

Dellius the wicked, ii. 30&, 323> iii. 
293. 

Peluge, i. 15. 

Demetrius, alabarch at Alexandria, 
ill 173. 

, the son of Demetrius, 

joins with Jqoathanand Ptolenij 
his father-in-law, and conquers 
Alexander, ii. 206. Called AltMi- 
iw', ib. His letter in flavour of 
the JewSj 207. Is hated by the 
Antiochians, 208. Breakpfriend- 
ship with Jonathan, 209* Is 
conquered by Antiochus^ and 
flies into Cilicia, 210. Is made 
prisoner by Arsaees, and releas- 
ed, 215. Trypho rebels agiunst 
him, 221. Is hated by the army. 
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fiSS. Is defeated, aad flies in 
vain to Cleopatra his wife, ib. 
Goes thence to Tjrre, is made a 
prisoner, and dies, ib* 
Demetrius Eucerus, fourth son of 
Antiochus Grypus, is made king; 
ofSyriaDamascena,ii.242. His 
assistance desired by the Jews, 
24(3. He makes war upon Alex- 
ander, and conquers him, 2 50, iii. 
26 1, €i teq. He makes war with 
his brother Philip, is carried pri- 
soner into Parthia, anddiesthere, 
a. 248. 

■ of Gadara, Pompey's 
freedman, obtains the rebuilding 
of that city, ii. 264. 

■ — Phalerios, keeper of the 
Alexandrian library, ii. 1 36, iv« 
327. His petition to king Phi- 
ladelphus, ii. 1 39. He places the 

. aeventy-twointerpretersnear the 
sea-side, 147. 

' Soter, son of Seleucus, 



made king of Syria, ii. 184. Puts 
king Antiochus to death, ib. 
Sends Bacchides and Nicanor 
against the Je^8,185,dJe9. His 
character, 195. His letter to Jo- 
nathan, 1 96. Is killed in the war 
against Alexander, 198. 

Demoteles, ii. 2 12. 

Diana's temple at Elymaia in Per« 
, aia, ii. 179* Diana's temple in 
Egypt, 199. 

Dklo,(meen of the Tyrians, iv. 295. 

Diklath, i. 25. 

Dinah, Jacob's daughter, L 55. 

Dioclerus, L 392. 

Diodorus, son of Jason, ii. 227* 

Diodotus, or Trypho, ii. 208. 

Dionysius, tyrant of Tripoli,iL 259- 

DiophantesEy a forger of letters, iL 

419. 

Divorce, what are the causef of it, 
i. 197, et seq. Whether it be 
lawful for a wife to send a bill of 
divorce to her husband, I98. 

Doeg, the Syrian, i. 304. 

Dolabella's letter to the Ephesians 
in fetvour of the Jewfl^ ii. 284. 



Dolesus, iv. 96. 

Domitia, kind to Josephus, iii. 243^ 

Domitian, the son of Vemasian, is 

made regent, in his fiitner's ab« 

sence, iv. 11 9. Is kind to Jo-. 

. sephus, iii. 243. His expedition 

agamst the Germans, iv. 243. 

Domitius Sabinus, iv. 158. 

Doris, Herod's first wife, ii, 294* 

Is mother of Antipater, ib. iii. 4^ 

^ 340. Is expelled the oour^ 34^« 

Dorians erect Cs^sar's statue in a 
Jewish synagogue, iii. 1 45. Pe- 
tronius's edict against them, 146. 

Dorotheus, ii. 146. 

Dortus, iiL 171. 

Dositheus, a Jew, his perfidious-; 
- ness, iL 342. 

■ , a general of the Jews» 
iv. 327. 

Dove, sent forthoutof theark,i. 17. 

Draco's laws, iv. 283. 

Drusilla, a daughter of Agrippn 
senior by Cypros, iii 72. Mar* 
ried to Azizus, king of Emesa, 
172. Afterwards to Felix, pro- 
cusator of Judea, 173. 

Dr^usus, her brother, iii. 72. 

■ . ^f brother of Tiberius, iii. 82» 

Duration of the Jewish law,iv. 350« 

Eaolx, golden eagle pulled down 
from the front of the temple, iii. 
23. Holdii^ a dragon in his 
claws, in the seal of the Lace- 
demonians, ii. 163. 

Earthquake, wherein the followert 
of Dathan and Abiram were 
swallowed up, i. I66. 

' ' , a very great one in 
Judea, ii. 336. 

Eating the sinew upon the hip, why 
refused by the Jews, i. 54. 

Ebal, i. 25. 

Eban^ David's son, i. 335. 

Ebutius, a decurion, iv. 16. Slain 
in battle, 57* 

Eclipse of the moon, iii. 25. 

Ecnibalus, king of Tyre, iv. 299. 

Eglon, king of Moab, oppresses the 
Israelites, i. 237. 
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Elah succeeds Baasha in the king* 

* dom of Israel^ i. 437. 

Elam, i. 24. 

Elcanah, or Elkanah^ ii. 38. 

. , or Elkanah^ SamueVs fa^ 

ther, i. 259- 

Elcias^ the high-priest, ii 6?. 

Eleazar's house, i. 382. 

■'s commendation, iv. 147* 

, the son of Aaron, i. 138. 

'^ ^, the son of Ananias, high- 
priest, iii. 58, 415. 

. , the son of Dineus, iii. 170, 

175, 391. 

, the son of Dodo, i. 373. 

■ , casts out a demon, i. 394. 

-,the brother of Joazar, made 



high-priest, iii. 50. Deprived, 5 1 . 
brother of Judas Macca- 



beus^ called Auran, ii. l68, 182. 
Is crushed to death by an ele- 
phant, iii. 253. 

— — , a ringleader of the rob- 
bers, iii. 1 55, iv. 259- Is taken 
prisoner^ and sent to Rome, 1 78^ 
397. 

■— -^ of Masada's speech to his 
garrison, iv. 265. 

, the son of Moses, i. 97. 

— — , the high-priest in the 
days of Joshua, i. 1 7 !• He dies, 
227. 

— — , the high-priest in the days 
of Pbiladelphus, i. 3, ii. 139, iii- 
5 1 . His letter to Philadelphus, 
ii. 141. He dies, 154. 

-, treasurer of the temple, ii. 



266. 



iv. 24. 



-8 (the son of Sameas) valour. 



, the son of Simon, iii. 435, 

iv. 77, 121, 132, 209. 

-■ , the companion of Simon, 
dies, iv. IO6. 

-, commander of the temple. 



iii. 182, 415. 
taken prisoner by Rufus, 

iv. 254. 
Eleutheri, horsemen so called, iii. 

289. 
Eli, the high-priest, is judge ^in 



Israel after Samson, i. ^56, His 
profHgate sons, 258. 

Eliakim, ii. 46. 

Eliashib, the high-priest, ii. 107, rf 
teq. Dies, 127. 

Elieu, David's son, i. 334. 

Eliiah the prophet, i. 439, ^ ^. 
His miracles wrought for the wi- 
dow of Sarepta, 440. Hepresents 
himself to Ahab, ib. Foretels 
rain, 441. The false prophets are 
killed by his order, 445/ Calls 
for fire from heaven, ii. 5. Is 
taken up, 6. His letter to king 
Jehoram, 17. * 

Elhnelech, i. 256. 

Elioneus, the son of Cantharus, is 
made high-priest, iiL 1 51 . 

Eliphale, or Eliphelet, David's son, 
i. 335. 

Elisa, i. 22. 

Elisha, the prophet, the son of Sha- 
, phat, i. 444, ii. 5, 6. His mira- 
cles, 7, e/ seq. His death and 
eulogium, 29. His cure of the 
barren fountain, iv. 101. 

Elkanah, or Elcanah, ii. SS. • 

, or Elcanah, Samuel's fa- 
ther, i. 259. 

Elmodad, i. 25. 

Elon succeeds Ibsan as judge, i. 
249. 

Elpis, Herod's wife, iii. 4, 340. 

Elthemus, general of the Alrabians, 
iii. 309. 

Eluleus, king of the Tyrians, iL 43. 

Emnos, David's son, i. 335. 

Enemies, when conquered, may be 
lawfully killed, ii. 11. 

Ennaphen, David's son, i. 335. 

Enoch, i. 12, 15. 

Enoch and Elijah translated, ii. 6. 

Enos, the son of Seth, i. 1 5. 

Ensigns of the Romans, with Cae- 
sar's image, iir. 6I. Sacrifices 
offered to them, iv. 219. 

Epaphroditus, his character, i. 2. A 
great friend of Josephus, iii. 243. 

Ephesians, their decree in favour of 
of the Jews, ii. 289. 

Ephod, i. 133. 
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Epfcrates, il. 250. 

Epicureans^ their error concerning 

Providence confuted, ii. 86. 
Epipbanes, die son of Antiochus, 

king of Commagena, iv. 172. 
Epistle of Jonathan the high-priest 
to the Lacedemonians, ii. 212. 
Of Philadelphus for freeing the 
• captive Jews, 140. To Eleazar 
the higfa'priest, t6. Of Solomon, 
and Hiram, king'ofthie Tynans, 
i. 413. Xerxes to Esdras, ii. 
104. Artaxerxes to the gover- 
nors near Judea, 124. OfAn- 
tiochus the Great to Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, 152. Of the Sama- 
ritans to Antiochus Theus, 167- 
Of Alexander Balas to Jonathan, 
196. . Of Onias to Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra, 199. Of Demetrius 
to Jonathan and the Jews, 207* 
Of Julius Caesar to the Roman 
magistrates, 279>e/#e9. Of Mark 
Antony to the Tyrians, 296. 
Esaiah the prophet, ii. 42, and 47> 
4f9, et seq. His eulogium, 51. 
His prophecy concerning the 
Assyrians, 44. Concerning Cyrua 
210 years before his reign, 88.' 
The same read by Cyrus, ib. His 
prophecy concerning the temple 
of Onias, iv. 276. 
Esau, or Edom, i. 57* His birth, 43. 
Eseol, i. 30. 

Esdras, ii. 104. His grief for the 
foreign marriages, 1 07* He reads 
the law of Moses to the people, 
108. He dies, IO9. 
Essen, or high-priesf s breastplate, 
i. 1 36. When its shining ceased, 
143. 
Essens honoured by Herod, ii. 371* 
Are against swearing, iii. 378. 
Their manners, rites, and doc- 
trines described, ii. 55, iii. 213, 
and iii. 376, et seq. They ab- 
stained from anointing them- 
selves with oil, ib* Their dili- 
gence in reading their sacred 
books, 378. Simon the Essen 
an interpreter of dreams, 61. 
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Esther, ii. 1 16. Is married to the 
king, ib. Is concerned-for the 
Jews, 119. Invites the king and 
Haman to an entertainment, 120. 

Ethan, i. 393. 

Ethbaal, or Ithobalus,kingof Tyre, 
i. 440, iv. 295, 299i SOO. 

Ethi, or Ittai the Gittite, i. 356. 

Ethnarch (Simon), ii. 219. Con- 
tracts thence dated, 220. 

(ABchelaus), iii. 46, 372. 

Euarates Cous, ii. 418, iii. 335. 

Euaristus Aruntius, iii. 125. 

Eve created, i. 8. Her fall, 10. 

Evi, king of the Midianites, i. 184. 

EviUmerodach, ii. 79, iv. 299. 

Euodus, freedman of Tiberius, liL 
83. 

Eupolemus's son John, ii. 188. 

Enrycles slanders the sons of He- 
rod, ii. 1 94, iii. 332. He returns 
to his own country, SS5. 

Eutychus, Agrippa's freedman and 
charioteer, iii. 77. 

Eutychus Caius, Caesar's coachman, 
iii. 139. 

Exemptfrom military service, who, 
i. 205. 

Exorcisms, or forms for casting out 
daemons, composed by Solomon, 
i. 393. 
Ezechias, a ringleader of the rob- 
bers, ii. 275. 
E«ekiel, the prophet, ii. 57, 66. Is 
carried captive into Babylon, 59. 
His prophecy concerning the de- 
struction of the Jews, 61. His 
prophecy reconciled to that of 
Jeremiah, t6. 

Fabatus,. Caesar's servant, in. 8. 

Herod's steward, 343. 
Fabius, governor of Damascus, ii. 

293, iii. 284. 
Fabius, a centurion, ii 263. 
Factions, three in Jerusalem, W. 

123, ib. 
Fadus (Cuspius), procurator of Jii- 

dea, ii. 375, and iii. 154, 155, ei 

seq. and 8Sg. 
Famine in Judea in the 13th year 
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of Herod'f rdfo, iu S60. Ad« 
ather in t&e reign of CUudius^ i. 
X5d,m.l6l,9ndl67. AdUmal 
famine in Jerusalem, iv. l67» 
1 77> and 206. For Saul's cruei^ 
to the Gibeonites, i. 371. At 
Samaria^ ii. 230. Famine and 
pestilence, two of tlve greatest 
evils, 62. 
Fannius the consul's decree in &- 
your of the Jews, ii. 285. 

> a Roman prsetor, iL 227- 
Fast observed at Jerusalem, ii. 313. 
On the day i>n which Pompey 
took Jerusalem^ ib, 269« 
Fate unavoidable, i. 455j, and iv. 

184, 193, 195, 203, and 219- . 
Feast of unleavened bread. See 
Passover. Guests placed atfeasts 
according to their condition, ii.. 
l60. Funeral feasts among the 
Jews, iii. 360. 
Felicity too great, the canseof many 

evils, i. 428. 
Felix, a. 293, iii. 284. Brother of 
Pallas, and procurator of Ju« 
dea, 172, 175, 894, 396. He 
punishes the mutineers, 178. Is 
accused at Rome, iL 
Festivals of the Hebrews, u 146. 
Three great ones, iii. 66^ At 
tliose festivals Roman guards 
were posted at the temple, 390. 
Immunity granted them at those 
festivals by Demetrius Soter, ii. 
Id7« Celebrated by the Jews in 
shiniuff garments^ 240» And on 
JiLexa £d no manner of work^ i. 
148. Celebrated by the Gentiles 
in idleness and pleasure, 55. No 
mourning among the Jews at 
such timesi ii. 109* Nor did 
they then travel far, 226. Egyp-' 
tian women appeared at such 
times in public, i. 63. Wood 
carried on a festival day for the 
altar, iii. 417> Festival of dedi- 
cation of the temple by Judas 
Maccabeus, ii. 175. 
Festus ( Porcius), procurator of Ju« 
dea, iii. 179. He diesj 181. 



Flaccus (Norbanua)^ pro<^oBsii),< 
ii. 400. Preaideojt'of Syria, iu. 

75, 
Flesh of horses, mulesj &c. forbid- 

den> to be brought within the 

walls of Jerusalem, ii< 153. 
Flies (t|ie god of ) i. «. Beelxebub, 

the god of Ekr^Mi, ii- 4. 
Florus (Getsius)i procurator <ifJu« 

den, iii. .67, and 154, snd 183. 

Is the cattle of the Jewish war, 

1 87> 194, 397j 40X, 405. He is 

derided by the people, 400. He 

plunders the city, 40^. He oa- 

lumntates the Jews before Ces- 

tius, 40i. 
Fonleius Agnppa, killed by the 

Scythiana, iv; 244. 
Fountain near Jericho, iv. 100. Is 

cured by Elisha, 101. Its woo* 

derful virtue, t^. 
Friends never free from envy, i. 

273. 
Frigius (Titus), iv. 310k 
Fronto>,iv. 211. 
Fulvisy a lady defrauded of her 

iponey by ^ Jew^ iii. 65. 
Furius, a centurioii, ii* 263j UL^GQ. 

Gaal protects the Shechemitea a- 
gainst Abimeleoh, iv« ^7. 

Gaam, i. 26. 

Gabaris, or Gabares, i. 39^ 

Gabinius, ii. 258, iii. 268. Is made 
. president of Syria, 270, ii. 265j 
iiL274.. 

Gad, the propliet, iv. 394. 

Gadara takei^f by Ve$pasiin, iv. 96. 
The Gadarenes made prisoners, 
aadkilledi 15. 

Gaddis (John), ii. 192. 

Ga]^4^t> their queen Laodioe, iL 
242. 

Galba, iii. 84. Succeeds Neio,.iv. 
104. Is murdered in a conspi- 
racy, ib. 

Galjlioe ooikied all under the Roman 
dominion, iv. 54, 65* 

GaUi, eimuchs so c»dkd, i. 204. 

Gallicanus, iv. 34^ 

Gallna (JEliw^), ii. 371. 
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■■ ■■ ■ • cemMtrioni ivi. 57. 

(Rubritti»)> iv, S44. 

Gaauja beaifge^ iv.-54b ei< Mf. 

GaiiMspf tb.acirc«i%ii^ 110. Oiym- 

• pic gliinef ?ea(or«d by H^rod^ ii* 
397. Csesareauiftoies inatiUited 
by Hergd> 367. and iii, 31S, 396. 
Ordained by Titus, on the birth- 
days of bis iatber «id brother 
iv. ^33. 

Garisfioi^ its temple deanoUahed^ 
ii. »g6\ 

Gauls^ iii. 410. Possess at home 
the source of happ^xiMs* 16. Be- 
come Herod's life-guards,. 31S. 

Gaza, taken and demolished, ii. 
«41- 

Ga^eans grievously punished by 
Jofiathim, ii. Sll. 

Gemellua ( Tihemus), iii. 38« 

, Hevod's friend, expelled 

bis courts ii. 409* 

G^autile godsnot to be derided, in 
the opinion of Joaephus, i. 191> 
iv. 3^^. 

Gepmetry, invented by the long- 
Ixved patriarchal L 19« 

G^ad, the father of Ehud, I S38. 

Geraatmtua, king of the Tyrians, 
iv. 299« 

Gennai»ieui's house, iii. 121. The 
lather of Caius, 8£. Is seatinto 
the* east, 60. Is poisoned by 
Piso, ib. 

GenAatB deacribed, iai. 410. Are 
eoalaved by the' Eomans, iv. 32 1 . 
They mutSoy, iv. d48. A Ger- 
man's predietioiis ooBoeming. A- 
gnppa, iii 61. Gemuuiguard, 
122. 

Gessius Fleros, proountor of Jvk 
dea. See Floma. above. 

Getber,id|p, . 

Giants, i. 229, 372. Their remains 

. in Hdbtoh, 156, and 229. 

Ciibeah, ha inhabitanta guilty of a 
vape, i. 231. 

Gibe^nites, by a wile, make a eove- 
nam with Joshua^ L 213. Thek 



ftand dettt^ed and punMie^ ib. 
Th#y aresatiafiedfor the attempt 
of SmI to thi^r Ihem, 37i. 

Oideon!s stcatagem, k it4U. He 
dia,ia44. 

Clajihyra, dai»gkter of Arohelfus, 
Ungof. Cappadocia, is manried to 
AleoEander; the son of Herod, ii. 
330. Her enmity with Salom^, 
403, 379> iii 325. Her pride^ 16. 
Her lamentatien when her bus- 
band was put in chains, ii 420. 
She is sent back a widow to her 
fiUi«r, iii 3. Sne isttftwwardb 
married to Juba»,king off Ly)>ia, 
andallanvardato Archelaus, eth- 
narch of Jiidea, 5». Her dream 
and death, ib. 

God (the! true God), his presence in 

. the tebemacje, 1.143. Hismel'cy 
only obtained by raligion, 227. 
His farekiio vk(%e, and (hat his 
decDees eanBOt.be a^idideid, 1 65. 
Hia wstlis irresistible, 3?. Whh- 
ont his will nothing can happen, 
73. His providence asserted 
against the Epicureans, iu ' 30. 

. That nodiing is oonoesled fn)m 
kim, i 60. It is • dangeroiia to 
disobey him, 286. Whether it 
is easier to serve God or -man } 
429* He uses beaaU topuhish 
the wicked, ii 84. Judged to 
be only the god>^f the hSkby 
the Syrians, i. 446. i»net-to4»e 
imposed oa by the wicked, 003. 
Deligbta not in aaorifices^ but iti 
good men, 237* Is caUedt on in 
timeof danger,, by eveta bsA moi, 
iii. 1 9. Foretelsr lutoniiies, that 
men may provide ag^^ tibem, 
i 6p. Affords assistance only 
wketi the case is deapetwte, 105. 
Delights in those that ^omote 
his worship, ii 3^ Dwoovers 
hia ineffable nkne to Moses, L 
96. Isbynature,mercifiiltothe 
poor,.!&00. Is omnipreseBt, A), 
300. His bouitty die cause of all 
men's happiness^ 1^. 

Godf (Use gods) of Laban stolen. 
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u SU Of Cotba in Persia, 
broQglit to Samaria, ii. 44. Of 
the conquered Amalekites, wor- 
shipped by Amaaiah, 30. Of the 
heathen, not to be cursed or bias* 
phemed, in the opinion of Jose^* 
phus, 1. 191, iv. 555. Beelaebub, 
the ^od of flies, at Ekron, ii. 4. 

Goliath of Oath, a giant, i. 291- 
Challenges the Jews to a single 
combat, ib. Is slain by David, 
293. 

Gomer and Gomerites, i. 22. 

Gorgias, Governor of Jamnia, is 
put to flight, ii. 174. Has bet* 
ter success id%erwards, 179* 

Gorion, the son of Josephus, and 
Simeon the son of Gamaliel, ex- 
hort the people to attack the mu- 
tineers, i V. 70. Is put to death, 9 1 . 

Gratus, procurator of Judea, iii. 76. 
Put^Simon, Herod's old slave, to 
death, 4 1 . Meets Varus coming 
to Jerusalem, 376. One Gratus 
discovers Claudius, and brings 
him out to be emperor, 134. 

Greeks called old nations by names 
of their own, i. 22. And put the 
Hebrew names into their own 
form, ib. 

Guards placed about the temple by 
the Bomaos, iii. 168. 

Hadad, king of Syria, i. 340. 

■ , or Hadar, an Edomite, be- 

comes Solomon's enemy, i. 420. 

Hadadezer or Hadareaer, king of 
Sophene, or Zobah, i. 420. 

Hagar and Ishmael, are sent away 
by Abraham, i. 36* 

Haggai> a prophet, after the capti- 
vity, ii. 101, 102. He and Ze- 
chariah enooura^ the Jews to 
build their temple, ib. 

Haggith, David's wife, i. 379. 

Halicamasseans* decree in fiivour 
of the Jews, ii. 288. 

Haman, an enemy of th^Jewsi ii. 
116. His edict against the Jews, 
in the name of Artaxerxes, 117. 
He orders a gibbet to.be enetoted 



for Mordecai, 121. Is obliged 
to honour Mordecu, 122. The 
edict is contradicted, 1 25. He ia 
hanged on his own gibbet, 123. 

Hamia&,the wifeof Eikanah, i.259. 

Haran, the father of Lot, i. 26. 

Haran, or Oiarran, a city in Meso- 
potamia, i. 26. 

Harlots (common ones), excluded 
from marriage, i. I97. 

Hatch, or Acratheus, ii. 122. 

Havilah, the son of Cush, i. 23« 

Haael, king of Sjrria, i. 444. ii. 15. 
He plunders Judea, ii. 28. He 
dies, 29. 

Hazermaveth, i. 25. 

Hazo, or Azau, i. 26. 

Heber, i. 25. 

Hebrews twice carried captives be- 
yond*£nphrates, ii. 71* Thought 
by some to have come originally 
from Egypt, and not from Chal- 
dea, i. 8 1 . Not put to servile la- 
bour, in the dajrs of Solomon, 
413. They have peculiar rules 
about meats and drinks, 180. 
They flghttheCanaanites against 
Moses's order, I60. Ten tribes 
lived beyond Euphrates, and out 
of the bounds of the Roman em- 
pire, ii.l 06. Their language and 
character comenear to the Syriac, 
136. Their nouns have all the 
same formation and termination, 
i. 23. They have but one temple 
and altar, 190. Met at Shiloh 
thrice in a year, 235. Only th^ 
two tribes under the dominion of 
the Romans, ii. 106. An unex- 
ampled sedition among them, i. 
266. Their wise men, in die 
days of Solomon, 393. 

Hecatontmnachi, iL 23$. 

Helcias the Great, iii. 9^. 

treasurer of the temple, iii. 

180. 

Helenaj queen of Adiabene, em- 
braces the Jewish religion, iii. 
157. Goes to Jerusalem, ]6l. 
Is buried there, 166. 

Hepzibdl, ii. 51. 
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Hercttles's temple, iv. 295. 

Herenniu8Ca|>ito>goveniorQfJatxi- 
Hia, iii. 76. 

Heniuii9>orDAnaus,kingof£gypt» 
iv. S09. 

Hetod; the 8on of Antipater, ii. 275. 
iii. S74. Began to rule in Gali- 
lee in the 15th C^5th] year of 
his age, ii. 275. Puts £zechias 
and other robbers to death, ib. 
iii. 278. Being accused for it, he 
takes his trial, ii* 277* Makes 
his escape, 278. Goes to Seictus 
C«sar, and is by him made go- 
vernor of Celesyria, t6. Is in fa- 
vour urith Cassias and the Ro- 
mans, 290. Is made a governor 
of Syria by him, 291, iii. 282. 
Puts Malichus to deaths 283. 
Beats Antigonus out of Judea, 
ii. 294. Bribes Mark Antony, 
895. Is impeached by the Jews, 
but is notwithstanding made a 
tetrarch by Antony, 297* Gets 
the better of the Jews that oppose 
him, ib. Escapes the snares of 
the Parthians, 300. The acci- 
dents of his flight, 301, iii. 289- 
Goes to Egypt, and thence to 
llhodes, and thence to Rome, ii. 
304, et sea. iii. 292, ei seq. Made 
king by the Roman senate, at the 
desire of Antony, ii. 305, iii. 292. 
Sails back to Judea, and fights 
i^^nst Antigonus, ii. 306. Takes 
Joppa, and besides Jerusalem, 
307, iii« 294. Takes Sepphoris, 
ii. 309. Conquers his enemies, 
and the robbers in Judea, 310. 
Joins his troops with Antony's at 
the siege of Samosata, and is re- 
ceived there with great honour, 
313. Is providentially delivered 
from great dangers, 314, 315. 
Defeats Pappus, ib. Besieges 
Jerusalem, takes it, makes An- 
tigonus prisoner, and sends him 
in chains to Antony, 317, 318, 
iii. 303. Promotes his friends, 
and destroys those of Antigonus, 
ii' 31 9. Marries the famous Ma- 



riamne, the daughter of Alex- 
andra, 322, iii* 302. Complains 
of Alexandra, his mother-in-law, 
ii. 323. Causes his wife's brother 
Aristobulus to be cunningly 
drowned at Jericho, 327* Is 
summoned by Antony to take 
his trial for it, 328. Brings An- 
tony over to his interest by 
bribes, 329. Puts Joseph to 
death, 33 1 . Is solicited to adul- 
tery by Cleopatra, 332. Makes 
war against the Arabians by 
Antony's ordeit, 334, iii. 306. 
His speech to the army in dis- 
tress after he had been beaten, ii. 
337, iii. 308. He beaU the Ara- 
bians in battle, ii. 340, iii. 309. 
He puts Hyrcanus to death, ii. 
343. Herod's commentaries, ib. 
Orders Mariamne to be put to 
death, if he himself come to an 
ill end, 344. His presence of 
mind before Augustus Cssar, 
345. He is confirmed in his 
kingdom by Csesar, 345, iii. 310, 
ei seq. He entertains Caesar 
magnificently, 311. He receives 
more fiivours from Csesar, and 
has his dominions enlarged, ii. 
369, iii. 311. He puts Mariamne 
his wife to death, ii. 350, e^ seq. 
iii. 320. He is very uneasy at 
her deatli, ii. 351, iii. 320. He 
is afflicted with a kind of nuui- 
ness by divine vengeance, iii. 2 1 , 
S57. Departs from the manners 
and customs of the Jews, ii. 355. 
Builds theatres, and exhibits 
shows to the people, 356. A con- 
spiracy i^ainst him, 356. Bi^ilds 
a temple at Samaria, 359. A 
palace at Jerusalem, 364. And 
a citadel six furlongs from Jeru- 
salem, ib. Relieves the people 
in a great famine^ 262. Marries 
Simon's daughter, 363. His po- 
licy, 364. He builds Caesarea, 
366. He sends his sons to 
Rome, 367. Builds a temple to 
Cssar, 370. Eases the pe9ple of 
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>a third part of thetr taxei, tfr. 
Foi^bids the, people to meet to- 
cher privi^el J, i&. Keeps his 
ificB; and becomes one himself^ 
ib* Honoors the Essens^ S71- 
Rebuilds the temple at Jerusa- 
iem, S79, ill SIZ. Makes a new 
law eonceming thieves^ ii. 879. 
Goes to Cessar, brings home his 
sons^ and marries them^ S6o. 
Entertains Marcus Agrippa^ 980. 
Eases his subjects of the fourth 
fart of their taxes, 386. The 
Quarrels in hi^ family/ «6. He 
favours Antipater, in opposition 
to the sons of Mariamne, 8BB. 
Goes to Aquileifi, and impeaches 
his sons at Rome before Ceesar, 
390. Is reconciled to them, 394. 
iit. 821. Celebrates games in 
honour of Caesar, ii. 896. Builds 
towns and castles, 89?. Builds 
Apollo's temple and renews the 
Olympic games, ih. iii. 8 1 ?• His 
temper described, ii. S98. He 
opens David's sepulchre, 402. 
He suspects his kindred, 405. 
He is accused by Sylleus before 
Ca?sar, 415. His cruelty to his 
sons, 423. He accuses them in 
a tjouncil at Berytus, 424. He 
hi quires of Nicolaus of Damas- 
cus what they think of hhn and 
his sons at Rome, 425. He 
orders them both to be strangled, 
427. Provides for their children, 
h'i. 3. His wives and children, iv. 
72. He contracts marriages for 
Mariarane's children, iii. 34 1 . Al- 
ters those contracts, t6. Seilds 
Antipater to Caesar, 8, 342. Is 
made to believe that his brother 
Pheroras was poisoned, 10, 342; 
Finds the poison was for hitrtself, 
11, 345. Tries Antipati?r, and 
puts him in chains^ 20. His bit- 
terness in his old age, 22. He 
makes his will, ib. His terrible 
siclcness, 25, 355, 357. His bar- 
barous order for murdering the 
prkicipal of the Jews, 26. He 



attempts to mamler himftelf, S7* 
He Idt^rs his wiU, 88. His cha- 
racter, t6. His death, ' and liu- 
Hd, ib, 858, H eeq. Hk UnA 
opened and read, 29* Not to 
take fylace'till confirmed by €e* 
«ftr, 48. 

Hel^od> the son of Herod, made 
telrarch, iii. 57> 87> 884. He 
builds towns in honour of Ccesar, 
888. Sends a letter to Caesar, 68. 
Makes war upon Aretas, king of 
Arabia, 70. Is banished, ib. 885, 

, balf-brother tothetetrarch, 

iii. 69. 

-, son of Aristobulus, by Sa- 



lome, iii. 78. 

-, son of Aristobulus, by Ber- 



nice, Salome's daughter, iii. 8, 
888. 

-, Herod's son by Mariamne, 



Simon's daughter, iii. 8, 8, 63, 
840, 342. Is blotted out of He- 
rod's will, 847- 

-, Herod's son by Cleopatra 



of Jerusalem, iiiv 4, 340. 
■ ■ ' ', Agrippa senior's brother, 
king of Chalcis, iii. 142. He 
marries Mariamne, daughter of 
Josephus, by Olympias, kmg He- 
rod's daughter, 78. He has the 
power over the temple given him 
by Claudius, 157. His death, 
and children, I67, S85. 

-, son of Phasaelus and Sa- 



lampsio,' iii. 72. 

-, Polemo's brother, king of 



Chalcis, iii. 150. 
Herodias, daughter of Aristobulus, 
' ' by Bemice, Salome's daughter, 
iii. 70, 358. Agrippa senior's 
sister, and wife of Herod the te- 
trarch, envies Agrippa his royal 
dignity; 87, 8fi4: Follows her 
husband in his banishment, 89. 
Married to Herod, son of Herod 
the Great, by Mariamne, ISateon's 
daughter, 73, 74. AfteiVard 
married to Herod, the former 
husband's br^er, while her 
former huaband was alive, 78* 
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Heaekiah, king of Jiidah, ii. 40. 
His reli^kms speech to the peo- 
ple, ib. His lustration of the 
' temple, and solemn celebraltion 
of /the passover, 41, 4S. He' 
makes war upop the Philistines^ 
ib. Defends himself from Sen- 
nacherib, 47. Recovers from 
sickness, 49. Dies, 51. 
Hin, an Hebrew measure, i. 139- 
Hiram,kingof TjH'e, Oavid'sfriend, 
i. $54. Sends ambassadors to 
Solomon, i. S94. 
Historians, their duty, ii. £5.S. 
Hophni, son of Eli, i. 258. He is 

slain in battle, 261. 
House of the forest of Lebanon, i. 

414. 
Hoshea, king of Israel, ii. 40. He 

is made a prisoner, 43. 
Huldah, the prophetess, ii. 5i. 
Himian sacrilice, ii. 8. 
Hur, a prince of the Midianites, i. 
184. A head of the Ephrai- 
mites, sg'^. 
Hushai,!. 856, S5S, etseq. $6Setseq. 
Huz, i. 26. 

Hymns, composed by David in va- 
rious sorts of metre, i. 872. 
Hyrcanus, son of Joseph Tobias, 
ii. 158. His artful invention, 159. 
He is sent to Ptolemy, and kind- 
ly received by him, 159. His 
actions and death, 162. 
» (John), son of Simon the 

Maccabee, escapes being slain, 
ii. 222. Attacks Ptolemy, 228, 
iii. 255. Is made high-priest, ii. 
228, iii. 255. Is besieged by An- 
tiochus, ii. 224. Buys a peace 
with 3000 talents, Ukenr out of 
David's sepulchre, 226. Marches 

• into Syria, and recovers the towns 
that had been taken away, and 
renews the alliance with tJie Ro- 
mans, 227, et seq. His inter- 
course with God, 280. His 
dream concerning his sons, 286. 
He was an ethnarch, high-priest, 

• ■ and prophet, iii. 256. His death 

and eulogium, ii. ^3$. 

TOL. IV. 



-Hyrcamia II. ton of Alexander Jaiu. 
neus, made high-priest, ii. 24P, 
iii. 268. Agrees ^to leave the 
civil govemmentto his broiler, 
ii. 1^54. His uiaetive genkis> 
and why he fled to Aretas, 255. 
He in vain tries to bribe Scatirus 
to be for him, 257. Pleads 
against his brother before Pom- 
pey, 259. Recovers tlie higlw 
priesthood, 268. Is confirmed 
therein by CiBsar,273,iii.«77. Is 
honoured by the Romans and 
Athenians, ii. 278. And by Ju- 
lius Caesar, 280. le taken pri. 
soner, and has his ears cutoff by 
Antigonus, 802. Is released by 
the Parthians, and returns to 
Herod, 321. He is perfidiouaty 
treated, and put to death by him, 
822. 

Hystaspes, father of Darius, ii. 92. 

Jabesh, father of Shallaai> ir. 96, 

Gilead demolished, i. 234. 

Jabin, king of Cuiaan, enslaves 
the Israelites, i. 239. 

Jacimus, or Alcimus, the wicked 
high-priest, ii. 183. 

Jacob bom, i. 43. Contracts with 
Laban for Rachel, 49. He 
wrestles with an angel, 54. His 
sons, 50. He privately departs 
from Laban, 51. H is posterity, 
when he went down into Egypt^ 
81. He weeps upon- sending 
away his son Benjamin into 
Egypt, 73. Me meets with his 
brother Esau, 5S. 

-, son of Sosas, iv. 78, 147. 
■ ■ ■, an Idumean, betrays his 
country, iv. IO6. 

Jadus, or Jaddua, son of John, 
high-priest, li. 129- He meets 
Alexander in his pontifical gar- 
ments, 132. , He dies, 133. 

Jadon, the prophet, i. 425. Is 
killed by a lion, 426. 

Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite^ 
kills Sisera, i. 240. 

J«hasial Che prophet, ii. 2. 
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Jandblicttt, a Syrian riiler, ii. itjl, 
iii. 276. 

James, the broker of Jeans Christ, 
stoned, iii. IBl. 

Jamas, king of Egypt, iv. sgo. 

Japhet, i. 19. What countries his 
wins possessed, 2S. 

Jarden, a woodland, surrounded by 
Bassus, iY. j255. 

Jared, L 15. 

Jason, or Jesus, iL 1 64. 

■ , son of Eleaiar, ii. 187. 

Javan, i. 22. 

Ibhar, or Jeban,8onof David, i. 535. 

Ihi^ an animal in Egypt that de- 
stroys serpents, i. $2. 

Ibzan, judge of Israel after Jeph- 
tha, i. 249. 

Ide, a freedwomaa, iiL 63. She ia 
hanged, 64. 

Idumeans, ii. 176, iv. 77, 82, et seq. 
Refuse to give the Israelites pas- 
sage, i. 1 70. Turn Jews, ii. 227. 
Are but; half Jews, 308. Coce» 
their former idol, 353. Celebrate 
the Jewish festivals, iii. 38. 

Jeban, or Ibhar, David's son, i. 335. 

Jeboathus,orIshbosheth, Saul'sson, 
-is made king, i. 325. He is trea- 
cherously murdered, 331. 

Jecoliah, ii. 34. 

Jedidiah, king Josiah's mother, iL 
53. 

Jehoahaa, king'of Judah, ii. 57* He 
dies in Egypt, 58. 

, son of J^«i, king of Is« 
rael, ii. 26. 

Jehoosh, son <^ Ahaaiah, saved, ii. 
23. Is made king, 24. M«r- 
dered, 27. 

Jehoiachin, or Jeooniah, king iif 
Judah, ii. 60. 

Jehoiada, i. 332. 

Jehoiakim, king of Judah, iL 60, 
et teq. He rebels against the 
Babylonians, |»8. , He is slain by 
Nebachadnesaar, and cast out at 
the gate of Jerusalem, 59* 

^ehonadab, an old friend of Jehu's^ 
iL 21. 

Jdiorani, king of Judah, iL 8,a^ sBq. 
, king of Israel, ii. 5. His 



expedition against the Modntos, 
6. His distemper, and deaih, 18. 
Jdioshaphat, the son of Ahitub, L 
342. 

, a pious king of Judah, 
L451,iLl. Pardoned formaking 
an alliance wi^ Ahab, ib. His 
fleet broken to pieces, 4. His 
death, 5. ' 
Jeboshebah, sisterof Ahasiidi, king 

of Judkdi, iL 23. . 
Jehu, son of Nimafai, L 444. Is 
made king of Israel, iL 1 8. His 
actions, 20, ei ae^. He puts 
Baal's priests to death, 22. He 
dies, 25. 
^—^, the prophet, the son ^ Ha* 

nani, i. 436. 
Jenae, David's son, i. SS5. 
Jephtha puts the Ammonites to 
fli^t,L248. Sacrificeshisdaugh- 
ter (according to die opinion of 
Josepbus,) ib. Makes a great 
slaughter among the Epbraim- 
ites, 249. 
Jeremiah the prophet, iL 57* His 
lamentations upon the death of 
Josiah, t5. His prophecy againit 
Jerusalem,58,6l,o4. His scribe 
Baruch, 59. He is accused, and 
discharged, ib. His prophecy 
read in the temple, and his roll 
burnt, 16. His prophecy of the 
Jews' release from captivity, 62. 
He is put in prison and tlurown 
into the duopeoa, 6i, Is left 
with Barucb m Judea, after Ze* 
ddiiah's captivity, 68. 
Jericho taken, L 214. Its febuilder 
cursed, ib. It is plundo^ed by 
^ Romans, ii. 314. 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, con- 
spires against Solomon, i. 4SI. 
He is made king of the ten tribes, 
423. Erects golden calves, 424. 
His hand wiUiered, 425. His 
expedition against Abijah, 432. 
He dies, 434. 

— II. son of Jehoahaa, king 
of Israel, ii. 32. Makes war a- 
gainst the Syrians, ib. He dies* 
34. 
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JeniMlem token by David, L SS3. 
Whence that name was derived, 
S$4k* Besieged and taken by the 
B^yloiiians, ii. 62> 64. Besie- 
^ed and taken by Pompey, d62. 
By Herod and Sosius, 317, 319- 
By Ptolemy, the son of Lagns, 
134. How many times taken^ 
iv. ass. Madp tributary to the 
Romans, 270. Levelled with the 
^^rc^nd, .S84k Dedarsd holy, in* 
violable, and free, by Demetrius, 
king of Syria, MS. Two cita^ 
dels therein, $60. Who first 
built it, S34. Situated in the 
middle of Judea, iv. 7* Set on 
fire by the Roaians, 229. A fi^st 
kept there yearly, ii. 318. Aa 
also when it was taken by Pom- 
pey, and by Herod and Sosius^ 
262, 318. A Jebuflite king of 
Jerusalem, widi foui others, 
make war on the Gibeonites, JL 
229. They are put to flight by 
Joshua, t6. Jerusalem described, 
i V. 1 36, ei seq. 

J^uahah, Jotham's mother, iL SS. 

Jessed, the son of Achimaas, L 373. 

Jessf , the son of Obed, and fkther 
of David, i. 291. 

Jesus Christ, a testimony to him, 
iiL62. 

Jesus, the son of Phabet, deprived 
of the high-priesthood, ii. 363. 

^ .. ■ , aon io£ Ananus, his ominous 

dwcnour, and death, iv. 217* 
I .1 , or JMon, iL 164. 

■ ■ ■■ ■, the son of Siqpphias, gover- 
nor of Tiberias, iiL 200, 208, 4S5. 

ml ■■■, brother of Onias, deprived 
, of the high-priesthood by Antio- 
chua Epiphanes, ii. 325. 

f ■ -, son of Gamaliel, made high- 
priest, iii. 183. 

_ the eldest priest after Ana- 

« nus, iv. 78, 86. His speech to 
the Idumeans, 78, et seq* 

_., «on of Damnens, made high* 
^iest, ill. 163. 

- ,h^, son ofGaniala, iiL 215,217^ 

_ - -^ or Josktta, the son of Nud^ i 



15& Becomes the suoceasov of 
Moses, 185. Commands the Is- 
raelites agaiiMt the Amalekites, 
118. P)*ophe8ies in the life-time 
of Moses, 207* Leads the Israel- 
ites to the river Jordim, 212. 
Constths at>ont the partition of 
the land, 222. His q>eech to the 
two tribes and half, 223. His 
death, 227^ 

Jesus, son of Saphat, ringleader of 
the robbers, iv. 44. 

, son of Thebiithus, a priest, 

iv. 227. 

Jeshua, sod of Josedek, ii. 98. 

Jetbro, the Midiamte, i. 229. 

Jews goyemed of oldbymaori^lo- 
cracy, ii. 266, iii. 273. Jewish 
. priests eareftil to marry accord- 
ing to their law, iv. 285. At 
Alexandria, had equal privileges 
with the Greeks, iii. 425. Are in 
great danger at Antioch^ i v. 240. 
At Ecbatana near Gidilee, iii. 
198. Are cut off at CsBsarea, 
421. AtScythopolis, 422. Are 
in factionsonaccountof thehigh- 
priesdiood, iL 164. Are killed 
on the sabbath-day, 1 66. Jems 
beyond Euphrates, 324. AtAles^ 
andriain Egypt, and Cy pnis,mM). 
Go to war under Aleitander the 
Great, 132. Are carried into 
Egypt by Ptoleny Lagi, 139. 
Are banished Rome, iii. 6&. De- 
sire to be a Roman province, 45. 
Are favoured by Seleucus Nica- 
tor, iL 149. By Vespasian and 
Titus, 159. By Marcus Agrippa, 
ib. By Antiechus the Great, t6. 
Are shut up in the Hippodrome, 
bat afterwards released, iiL 26. 
Pn^ fbr the welfare of the Spar- 
tans, ii. 212. Antiocbus, a Jew, 
jiecuses bis own father at Anti- 
och,iv. 239^ Egyptians and Ty- 
rians chiefly hated the Jews, 
29(X Demetrius remits them 
part of their tribute, ii. 1 97. Jews 
at Alexandriaare allowed an eth- 
narch or alabarch, 269. Ate al« 
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\ lowed to gather their sacred col- 

. lections at Rome^ 282. Are de- 

. rivjed from the same origin with 
the Spartans^ l62. Have their 

. own laws uiMler . Alexander the 
Greats 132. Are prohibited to 
meddle with foreigi^ womoi, 158. 

• Are very^ tenacious of their own 
laws, iv. 801. Ambaasador's 
place at Rome in the theatre, ii. 
5382. Are numerous at Alexaivi 
dria,S69. The form of their gfo- 
vemmentj 103. Their quarrel 
with the Syrians at C«sarea 
about their priYileges* iii. 179^ 
Their marriages, iv. 848. They 

. had a synagogue at Antioch, 287. 
Their privileges under the Ro- 

. isans, ii. 382. They send an em- 
bassy to Caesar against Arche- 

, laus, iii. 44. The Asiatic Jews 
send on embassy to Cssar, ii. 399* 

. A greatslaughter of Jews, iii. 1 OG, 

. SOI, iv. 266. Their calamities in 
Mesopotamia and Babylonia, iii. 
97- Beginning of the Jewish war, 
J 87- Antiquity of the Jewish 
rites, ii. 386. Towns in Syria, 
Phoenicia, and Idumea, belong- 
ing to the Jews, 247. 

Jezaniah, ii. &^, 

Jeaebel, Ahab's wife, i. 439. I" 
torn to pieces by dogs, ii. 20. 

Images, or brazen oxen, were not 

. lawful to be made by Solomon, 
in the opinion of Josephas, i. 

. 419^ Images of anituals are 
«^ainst the Jewish law, ii^ 357^ 
S65, iii. 339. To set them up, 
or consecrate them, was forbid- 
den the Jews, i. 127* 

][ mpo^toTs throughout J ude8,iu. 175 

Incense only to be offered by the 
posterity of Aaron, ii. 35. 

Infants murdered in Egypt, i« 86. 

Innocence makes man courageous, 
ii. 171. 

Joab, general of David's army, i. 
384. Takes the citadel of J^u- 

. salem, ib» C^n^ires with Ado- 
nijah, SbO, el 0eq. 



Joathah, or Jotham, high-priest, i. 

388, ii. 67. 
Joazar, son of Boethus, high-priest, 

iii. 24, 58, 57. Is deprived by 

Archelaus, 50, 57. 
Johanan, son of Kareab, ii. 68. He 

pursues after Ishroael, 70. 
John Hyrcanus. See Hyrcanus. 
«-^- the Baptist put to death by 

Herod, iii. 70. 
— ^, the son of Dorcas, iv. 6S. 
, called Gaddis, Jonathan's 

brother, is killed, ii. 192. 
John, son of Levi, rebuilds GiB" 

chala, iii. 197, 438. An enemy 

to Josephus, iii. 200, 208, 439. 

Aimsatabsolutedoniinion, iv.75. 
■ ■ . , son of Sosas, iv. 78. 

, the Edsene, iii. 435, iv. 3. 

y son of Judas, faiglupriest, ii. 

127- Murders his brother in 

the temple, 128. 
-^^ — , captain of the Idumeans, 

killed, iv. 152. 
' • ■ ■ , son of Eliasib, ii. IO7. 
Joktan, i. 25. 
Jonadab, Amnon's kinsman, i. 350. 

Son of Sameas, 852. He kills 

a giant, 372. 
Jonas, the prophet, ii. $^ el seq* 
Jobathan, son of Ananus, iii. 1 4T- 

Refuses the high-priesthood, ib. 

His actions, 395. He is mnr* 

dered by the Siearii, t6. 
■ ■ , called Apphas, the MatN- 

cabte, ii. 168. rHe makes a 

league with Aiitiochns Eiipator, 

iii. 254. Is surprised by Trypho, 

and killed, ib. 
»"i ■■■ , son of Saul, beats a gar- 

tis6n of the Philistines, i. 281. 

Reconciles Saul to David> 297. 
- ' His conferenoe with David, 30O. 

Is slain in battle by the Phijia* 
- tines, 322. 

" , a Sadducee, provokes Hyr- 
canus agaiiist the. Pharisees, 288. 
' — , a Jew, challenges t'le Ro- 
mans to single combat, iv. 2P3. 

He is killed by Priacus, 204. 
r ■■■—>, fson of Abiathar, i. 35& 



Digitized by VjOOQIC: 



IKPEX; 



45S 



' Jonathan^ a ringletclor of the Sica* 
til, iv. .27»* ... 

, thehigh*prie6t, marder- 
ed by the ord^cf Felix, iiL IJdi 
•' « , the Maccabee, made 
commander, of the Jews after 
Judas, ii. 191. With hiabrothet 
Simon defeats the Nabatea&s, 1 93. 
Mak^a peace with Bacchides, 
1^4. Restores the divine wor- 
ship, 195. Defeats Demctrlus's 
captahis^ 1^5. Aenewsthe league 
with, the Homans and Spartans^ 
2 1 2. His kttei! to the Spibrtana, 
ib. Hei8killedbyTryphc»>S19. 

Joppa taken by tlra Homans, iii. 
430. Daroolished, i v. : 42. 

JoD^m, higb^priest, iL 67* 

Jordan, the laraelites pass over it, 
i.2J3.: 

Josedek, ht^ptiest/ at the capti- 
vity, ii. 67. 

Joaephy son of Zacharias, ii. 178. 

■ ' I II ' ■, son ef . Antipaler, ii. 270^ 
iii. 274. 

Cabi, son of Simoia the 

falgh-priest, iii. ISO. He is de- 
. |n-ived, 1S2. 

, son of Camus, is made 
kigh^priest, liL 157^ He is de« 
prived, 167- 

^ ■, called Caiphns, is made 

h4^<*priest» iii. 58. He is de- 
. prived^ 67- 

*■ .» son . of a female phy nciMii 

stirs up a sedition at Gamala, 
iii. 214. 

■ ■ ', son. of Oalens, iv.215. 
I of EUemusyOfficiateafor 



Matdnaa the high-priest, iii. 24. 
,.a relation. of Archelaus, 
iiL 370. 

f*, a treasiirer, u. 344. 
«, son of Goriott, iii. 434u 
", HcMid's uncle, ii. 328. He 
marries Salome, Herod's aister, 
iiL 319. He discovers his in- 
jvnetion to kill Mariamne, and is 
put to death, ii. 331, iii 319. 
^ ■ "■ , Her6d'* broUier, Tu 809- 
He is sent into Idumea,.i&. iii. 




296* His death, ii. 313, iii. 299. 

Joseph, son of Joseph, Herod's 
brother, iii. 74. 

■ M , son of Tobias* r^roaches 
his Uncle Onias> ii. 150. Goes 
.<m an embassy to -Ptolemy, t6. 
Becomes his tax«gatherer, 157. 
' Goes to Syria to gather the taxes, 
ih. His wealth and children, 
158. Begets Hyrcanus on his 
brother'a daughter, t5. Dies, l62. 

, son of Jacob, his dreams, 

i. 5a, etseq. He is sold to the 
laiMnaelitea, 61. His chastity, 
63; Hif is put in prison, 65. He 
•is. release, 67. He discovers 
his brethren, 70. He tries them, 
74. He discovers himself to 
them, 79* His death, 85. 

Josephus, son of Matthias, made 
governor of Galilee, iii. 435. His 
danger at Tariches, 439. He 
reduces Tiberias by a stratagem, 
443. Is in great danger again, 
iv. 180. His mother laments 
him as dead, f5. His speech to 
the Taricheans, Hi. 209. His 
stratagems, 210, t5. 218, et 4eq. 
224^227>230.Heescapesa great 
danger, i v. 2 1 , 28, 29. He goes 
to Tiberias, iii. 209. His woiu 
derfbl dream, 217- His father 
put in chains, iv. 180. His love 
to his country, 225. He is be- 
trayed by a woman, 34. He 
surrenders himself to Nicanof, 
35. His speech to his com>> 
panione, 36. He is in danger 
of his life, 38. , He advises the 
casting of lots, 39. ^He is car- 
ried to Veapaaian, 16. His speech 
to Vespasian, t6. He is honotir- 

' ed by Vespasian and TituS, 40, 
iii. 241 , e/ seq. By Domitian and 
Domitia, 243. He is set at liber- 
ty, iv. 117* His speeches to the 
Jew8,advisingthem to surrender, 
160,']96. He is accused of a con- 
spiracy, 278. Titus gives h'lm 
lands in Jodea, iii. 243. H« had 
inaU three wives, 241 . His diii- 

.yuzed by Google^ 
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dren,248. He was greatly skill- 
ed in Hebrew and Greek learn- 
ing, 1 89- Of the sect of Phari- 
sees, 19s. He goes to Rome, ib. 
He is made gorernor ci Galilee, 
195. Frees &Sepphefritesfr«m 
fear, t6. SUys in Galilee, 199* 
His moderation, 201. His de- 
sign in writing the Antiquities, 
ii. 25S. His d^igetice in writing 
history, t6. He promises other 
works, L 6, iiL 1 89* And a hook 
of Jewish customs, and their rea- 
sons, i. I89. When he finished 
the Antiquities, iii, 100. When 
he was born, 191. His conduct 
in Galilee, 195. He appeals to 
Vespasian, Titos, and others, for 
the troth of his history, 248. 

Joshua the aon of Nun. SeeJesnB, 
, the son of Sie, high^priest, 
iii. SI. 

Jonah, king of Jndah, his piety, 
ii. 53. His death, 57* 

Jotapota besi^ed, taken and de- 
n^olished, iv. I6, 84. 

Jotham, son of Gideon, hts parahle 
to the Shechemxtes, L 244. 

, king of Judah, ii. 87- His 
deadi, 88. 

Ireneus, the pleader, iii. S3. 

Irdn harder than gold, <» silver, or 
brass, ii. 76. Blunted by slaugh- 
ter, 239. 

Isaac, i. 31. 

Isai^. See Esaiah. 

Isbbosbdh^ son of Saul, is made 
king, ii 827* He is murdered by 

; tneacbery, ^381. 

Ishmael; i. 81. 

■ , son of Neth8niah,0mrders 
Gedidiab, the son of Afaifcam, ii. 

7a 

Isis, her temple polluted and de- 
molished, iii. 62. 

Israel. See Jacob. 

Israelites numbered, i. 153, 875. 

. Their religious zeal slackened, 
*244. They are earriM captive 
int^ Media And Persia, ii. 43. 

litoh^ or Ishtob, kmg, i. 844. 

Istts, high-priest, ii. 67. 



Ithamar, son of Aaron, i. 1 38. Hm^ ' 
family, 882. It \o0es the high* 
priesthood, 486. 

Ithobalus, or £thbaal,kingof Tyre,, 
i. 489, iv. 296, 800. 

Juba, king of Libya, iii. 53. 

Jnbal, i. 12. 

Jubilee, i. 152. 

Jucundus, one of Herod's life- 
guard, raises a calumny against 
Alexander, ii. 418. 

■ '■■I.I (Emilxus), iii. 432. 

, captain of horse, ill. 999. 

Judadas, or Dedan, i. ^3. 

Judea, it begins at Coree, ii. 260. 
A great earthquake in Judea, 
336. lu fertility, iv. 801. Con- 
tains 3,000,000 moves of good 

• land, t^. Its descriptioii, 5. 
Length, breadth, and limits, 6. 
But lately known to the Greeks, 
289. When first so called, ii- 
111. Abounding with pasture, 
334, iv. 6. Taken by ArehekHis^ 
and annexed to Syria, iii. 54. 
Parted by Gabinus into five 
jurisdictions, ii. 266« Made 
tributary to the Bomans, 270, 
et eeq. 

Judas the Essen, a prophet, iL 235, 
iii. 258. 

* " ■ , a Galilean or GhraloMte, the 
author of afourth sect ameng the 
Jews, iii. 58, 54, 56,and 167^375. 

■ ■ > the son of Jairus, is slain, 

tr. 255. 

, son of Aminadab, ii. 99. 

■ the Maocabee, ii. l63« Sue- 

' ceeds Matthias his fiidier, 170^ 
iii. 252. His speech to his men 
befbre a battle, ii. 173. He is 
victor, 174. He comes to Jeru-» 
salem, and restores the temple-i 
worship, 175. Takes vengewiee 
on the Idumeans and otfiersr ^76w 

. Besieges the citad^ at JenMi* 

• lem> 1 81 . Is made higlwpiiest, 
187. Makes an alliuiee with 
the Romans, ib. F^hts ftic- 
chides, I89. Is kflled in the 
battle^ 190. ^ 

-— ^, son of Chapseus, ii. 212« 
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JudBB, ton oi Sftrnpfaaos^ or S«p* 
phoreus, iii. 22^ $55. 

-, SOD of fitiasib, bigh«.priest. 



ii. 127. 

% , son of £z6kia8> ringleader 
of the robbers^ iii. 40, 86S. 

Judges of the Hebrews^ single go- 
vernors, ii. 102. 

— — at Jenwaleni, the Sanbe- 
drini, ii. 2« 

— — of the council in Syria and 
HiflBiiicia, ii. 91. Seren inferior 
judges in every city, but an ap- 
peal from them to the great San* 
hedrim at Jerusalem, i. 192. 

Juelus, high-priest, ii. 67- 

Julia, or Livia, Augustus Caesar's 
wife, ii. 396, iii. 3. 

■ " > Caiusi's sister, iii. 189. 

Julian of Bitiiynia, a valiant cap- 
tain, iv. 193. 

Julius Caesar. See Decrees. 

'■ ' ' Lupus, iii. 182. 

, commander of a RcHnan le- 
gion, ii. S2d. 

Jupiter Hellenus's temple upon 
Mount Qerfsaim, ii. I68. 

I the conqueror's temple, iii. 

138. 

'■ Olympius'stemple, iv. 297. 
Hi^ statue, iii 108. 

Justus, son of Josepbus, iii. 243. 

I of Tiberias, the historian, 

282. When he published his 
history, ib. He is condemned 
by Vespasian, bnt saved by King 
Agrippa, 241. 

— — , son of Pistce, stirs up sedi- 
tion, tlL \g6. His character, ib. 

laatesi aoa of Queen Helena, em- 
braces the Jewish religion, iii. 
157, 159. Is cireumosed, ib. 
Conquers his enemies, l64, l65. 
Succeeds Monobazus, 158. He 
dies, 166. His. childxen and bre- 
thren are besieged in Jerusalekn, 
iv. 228. 

KAtlSAB, iL 68. 
Kemu^ son of Nahor, i. 26^ 
KMurah, Abri^am'a l^twife, i.40. 
King, hisprindpal qualifications, i. 



886. Threedtttiesof agood king, 
piety towards God, justice to- 
wards his subjects, and care of 
the public welfare, ii. 87- Need 
not give account o€ his actions, 
in the opinion of Antony, 329. . 
Should be eminently good, i 
318. 

Kings of David's race, how many, 
ii. 67. 

Kingdom^ arewardcif virtue, i.289. 

Kittim, L 22. 

Korah raises a seditioii, i. 1 61. Pe- 
rishes with his fbUowers, l67* 

Labak , son of Bethuel, i. 26. Has 

fraud»49. 
Labour, nothing gotten without it, 

i. 119. 

Laborosoarchod, or Labosordacus, 
ii. 80, iv. 298. 

Lacedemonians derived IVom Abra- 
ham, as weU as the Jews, iL 162, 
212. 

Lamedi, L 12. 

Languages confiranded, i. 21. 

Laodice, queen of the Gyeadites, 
ii. 242. 

Laodiceans, their letter to Caius 
Rubilius, in favour of ^e Jews, 
ii. 286. 

Lasthenes, a Cretan, ii 202, 207. 

Laws given the Israelites by Moses 
upon Mount Sinai, L 123, ei seq 
and 189, ei seq. To be read on 
the feast of Tabernacles, I9I. To 
be learned by dbildren above all 
things, ib. To be written in the 
mind and memory, ib* Forbid 
the punishment of children for 
their parent's crimes, ii. 80. Oi^ 
der a rebellious son to be sUmed, 
424. Martial laws, iv. 850k She 
tables of the lawor ten comiMHKl- 
roents, i. 124. I4CW of Moics 
translated into Greek under Pto- 
lemy Phtladelphus, 3, iL 186. 
Law made by Herod, to sell 
thievei to foreigmeiis, 379- Law 
carried in trium]^ at RomOj iv. 
247. 

Laws among the Persians ]e(tto the 
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interpretation of seren persons, 
ii. 1 1 4, e/ seq, 

Lentulus's decree in favour of the 
Jews, il. 285. 

Lepidus killed Caiufi, iii. 111. 

(Larcins), iv. 210. 

Leprous persons obtain places of 

' honour among several nations, i. 
149. Are to live out of cities by 
the Samaritan and Jewish laws^ 
11. 1 3. Thej resolve in a famine 
to go over to the eneroy^ ib. 

Letters of the alphabet, whether 
brought into Greece by Cadmus 
and the Phenicians, iv. 281. 

■ of Solomon^ and Hiram and 
the Tyrians, i. S94, et teq. Of 
Xerxes, king of the Persians^ to 
Ezra, ii. 204. Of Artaxerxes to 
the governors near Judea, 124. 
Of Antiochus the Great to Pto- 
lemy Epiphanes, 151. Of the 
Samaritans to Antiochus Theos, 
1 67. Of Alexander Ralas to Jo- 
nathan, 1 96. Of Onias to Pto- 
lemy and Cleopatra,! 98. OfPto^ 
lemy and Cleopatra to Onias, 200. 
Of Demetrius to Jonatlian and 
the Jews, 207- Of Julius Csesar 
to the Roman magistrates, 280. 
and to the Sidonians, 281. Of 
Mark Antony to the Tyrians, 296. 

l.evites exempted from the military 
functions, >. 1 53. 

Levite's concubine abused by the 
inh^itants of Gibeah, i. 282. 

Levftical tribe consecrated by Mo- 
ses,!. 148. Their allowance, 1-69. 
How many cities belonged to 
them, tA. 

Liberius Maximus, governor of Ju- 
dea, iv. 255. 

Liberty granted the Jews by De- 
metrius, ii. 198. 

Libys, T. 28. 

Longinns, a tribune, iii. 482. 

■ ■ ' (Cassius), president of 
Syria, iii. 157. 

•— — --^'s bravery, iv. 155. 
Longui, a valiant 'RoiAan, kills 
himself, iv. 205. 



Lot, i. 25, 29. 

Lot's wife, i- 38- 

Lucilius Bassus takee Machems^ 
iv. 251. 

Lucullus, ii. 261. 

Lupus, governor of Alexandkna, 
iv. 275. 

Lycurgns, iv. 851. 

Lydda burnt, iii. 428. 

Lysanius, son of Ptolemy, is put t«» 
death, ii. 882. 

Lysias, commander of Antiochus's 
army, ii. 172. 

Lysimachiis obtains the govern- 
ment of the Hdlespont afler the 
death of Alexander, ii. 184. 

Maacah, Rehoboam'0 wife, i. 428. 

Maachah, son of Nahor by hia con- 
cubine Reuma, i. 26. 

Maaseiah, son of Ahas, shun in bat- 
tle, n. 89. 

— , governor of the city, ii 
56. 

Maccabees, their history, ii. l68^ 
ei ^f . 

Macedonians governed by a Ro- 
man proconaul, iii. 40$. 

Macheras, ii. 811, 818, iii. 298^ ti 
seq. 

— — surrenders to Bassua, in 
order to set Eleasar at liberty, 
iv. 254. 

Machines or engines of the Ro- 
mans, for casting stones, iv.' 148. 
Of how great force, 25. 

Machir, i. 848. 

Madai, or Medes, i. 22. 

Madianites, er Midiamites, bring* 
Israel into sabjeetion, i. 241. 
Moses makes war upon them^ 

" and beats them> 1 88. Their wo- 
men seduce the Israelites, 179. 

Magician, a, iii. SQ5. 

Magog, i. 22. 

Mahalaleel, i. 15* 

Mahlon, son of Elimelech, i. 2d6. 

Malaleel, i. I6. 

Malchishua, son of Saul, i 822. 

Malchiis, or Malicbvs, king of tbe 
Arabians, ii 208, 805, iii HpU 
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Mallchufl, A Jewish commtncbr^ it. 

265, iii. 272> S81. He p<^8ont 

Antipater, ii. 291* He is a great 

dissembler^ 292. He is killed 

' by a device of Herod> ib. 

Maltliaee, Archdaos's mother, dies> 
iii. 37. She was a Samaritan, 
and Herod's wife^ 340. 

Mambres, or Mamre, i. 30. 

Manaeaa, or Menafaani, iL 36. 

Manahem, an Essen, ii. 371* 

' , son of Judas the Gali- 
lean, ill. 194, 418, e< aff. 

Manasses, king of Judab, iL 51. 
He is- carried into captivity, 52. 
He is sent back tohia kingd<Hn> 
and dies, 52. 

— — , brother of Jaddiia,. mar- 
ries the daughter of Saballat, ii. 
128« He is made high-priest 
among the Samaritans, 154. 

Manlitts (Lucius), son of Lucius, 
ii. 227. 

Manna rained from heaven, i. 114. 
The signification of theword, 115. 
A sort of manna Ml in Arabia 
in the days of Josephus, t5. 

MaMieus, son of Laaarus, iv. 184. 

Maooah, i. 250. 

Manslaughter suspected, how pur- 
ged among the Jews, L 193. 

Marcellus,- iii. 65. 

Mareus, or Marcus, pivsident of 
Syria after SextusCsesar, it.290, 
iii* 281. 

Maria, a noble woman, eats her 
own'diild, iv. 207. 

Mariarane, Agrippa senior's daugh- 
ter by Cypros, ii. 73, 392. 

■ , or Miriam, Moaes' sister, 
dies, i. 170. 

-, is married to Herod, iii. 



Marianne, daughter of Agrippa se- 
nior, married to Archelaus, iii. 
172. Divorced, 375. Afterward 
married to Demetrius, 173. 

Marion, tyrant of the Tyrians, ii. 
293. 

Marriage of free men with slaves 
unlawful among the Jews,]. 196» 

Marriage-contracts altered by He- 
rod at Antipater's desire, iii. 3. 

Marans, president of Syria, iii. 147, 
150, 15. 

Marsyas, freed-man of Agrippa, iik 
75, 82, 85, 

Marullus, master of tiie horse, iM. 
86. 

Margenus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 
^96. 

MatUthias, son of Absalom, ii. 212. 

Matthias, great-grandson of Asa- 
moneas,the faUier of Maccabees, 
ii. 168. Refuses to offer sacrifice 
to an idol, t5. Persuades the Jews 
tofight on the sabbath^day, 169. 
Exhorts his sons to deftnid the 
Uw, 170. He dies, iS. 

— - Curtus, onei>f Josei^us's 
ancestors, iiL 191. 

— — , son of Margalotbaa or 
Margalus, iii. 22, 355. He arid 
his partners are bamt alive, 25. 
^, son of TheophDas^ made 



285. She grows angry with He- 
rod, ii. 349. Her temper, iii. 318. 
She is put to death, ii. ib. Her 
eulogtum, t5. 351. Her sons 
strai^|kd, iii. 338. 

-, daughter of Joaefdius 



and Olynpias, iii« 78. 

-, daughter of Simon the 



hi^h-priest,. iii. 134. He is de- 
prived, 24. 

^,Jos6phus's father, iii. 191. 

-, son of fioethus, calls in 



high-priest, iii. 340. 



Simon to his assistance, and is 
afterwards put to death by him, 
iv. 179- 

Mathnsala, i. I6. 

Maximus (Liberius,) governor of 
Judea, IV. 265. 

(Trebribas,) iiL 130. 

Meal, the purest, U9ed in the Jew- 
ish oblation, i. ] 45. 

Megassarus,iv. 174. 

Meirus, son of Belgas, iv. 215. 

Mela, an ambassador of Archelaus, 
ii. 420. 

Melchisedeck entertains Abram, i. 
30. 
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Memucan, one of the seven princML 

of Persia, ii. 114^ 
Menedemus, the philosopher^ ii. 

147. 
MenelauB, or Onias, iL l64. 
Menes^ or Mineus^ built Memphis, 

i. 4S1. 
Men'slives had been happy if Adam 

had not sinned, i. 10. 
Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan, is 

highly favoured by David, i.34S. 
Mephramuthosis, king of Egypt, 

iv. «92. 
Mephres, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 
Meraioth, son of Jotham, L 388. 
Merbalus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

299. 

Mesa, or Mash, i. 25. 

Mesha, king of Moab, iL 6. 

Me^hech, or Mosoch, i. 22. 

Meshech, one of the three holy chil- 
dren, ii. 72. 

Messalas, ii. 305. 

MessaHna, wife of Claudius, iii. 
174, 894. 

Mestraei, orMitzntini, Egyptians, 
i.23. 

Metilius, a Roman commander, iii. 
420. 

Mieah the prophet, quoted in Jere- 
miah, ii. 59* 

Mioe spoil the country of Ashdod, 
i. 264. Five golden mioe, ib* . 

Micha, son of Mephibdshetli,i. 343. 

Miohalf Saul's daughter, married to 
David, L 295. She saves David's 
life^ 298. 

Midianites. See Madianites.. 

Milcah, wife of Nahor, i. 26. 

Milk, with the firstlings of the flock, 
offered by Abel, i. II. 

Minucianus (Annius), iii. IO9. 

— •- (Mareusj, liL 139. 

Miraclea, a foundation of credibi- 
lity, ii. 50. 

Misael, one of the three holy ohU- 
dren, ii. 72. 

Mithridates, ii. 90. 

, king of Pergmiusi ii. 

27 n Brings succours to CassU: 
in Egypt, ib. iii. 278. 



]!ifitfaeidate%. Sinax, kiftg of Paitlik» 
ii. 245. 

, king of Pootusy dies, 
iL260. 

■ > ■, a Parthian,, manriea 
king Artabanus's dau^^ler, iiL 
108. He is ti^en prisoner by 
Anileus, 104» And set at liberty, 
ib. His expedition agaiastthe 
Jews, i^ HeyoiilBAnilev8,iaS» 

Mitzraim, i. 23w 

Modes jSEqoiculus^ iiL 199, 2^4, 

Monobasus^brether of lastes^ BMde 
viceroy^ iiL 159k. Heiskiof after 
his brother's death, \6^ 

, king of Adtabene, iiL 
157> 429. His death> 158. 
> Moon eclipsed, iii. 25. 

Moses, his character, L 5. Hisbirth 
foretold, 87. How bom, and 
saved alive, 86. Why called 
Mmf9e» or Mo$e$, 89> iv. II6. 
Adopted by ThermuUiis, i. 90. 
Brought up to sttcdsedfaer fiitber, 
ib. Tnunpiet the crown under 
her feet, i^* He is made general 
of the Egyptian army, and beats 
the Ethiofuans, 91 • He nsanies 
Tharbis, the king of Ethiiqpia's 
daughter, L 98. He flies out of 
£girpt, 9^ He asMSts R^giiel's 
daughters against the shepherds^ 
ib. Sees the buxmng bush at Si- 
nai, ^^ la appointed to be the 
.deliverer of the Israelites^ ^. 
He dees mirades, and hears the 
most sacred name of God, 16. He 
retttrijsto Egypt, 97. He works 
miracles before Pharaoh^ i6. He 
leads the Israelites out of £g3rpt> 
103. How many was their num- 
ber, ib. How old he was at that 
time,t6. His prayer-tb God/ 106. 
He leads the Israelites thtoagh 
the Red Ste, 107. He makes 
the bitter irnter sweel^ 111. He 
procures the Israelites ^iiaila and 
manna, 115. He brings water 
out of tlie rook> 1 16. He beats 
theAmalekites,119. Hebrhigs 
to the peoplethe tables ef the co- 
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venAxit,196. He ttayi forty day t 
upon lifount Sinai^ 1 S5» His so 
long stay causes great doubts and 
uneasiness among the people, t6. 
He confers the priesthood on 
Aaron^ 12^7* Offers sacrifices at 
the tahemacle, 140. Receives 
laws and commandments at the 
tabernacle, 143. Consecrates to 
God the tribe of Levi, 148. 
Numbers the people, 153. Gives 
orders for their marchiog, ib. 
Sends spies to search the land of 
Canaan, 1 65* Quells the faction 
of Corah, 167- His justi€e,468. 
His prayer to God, l65. He 
cleanses the people, 171* He 
destroys Sihon and Og, 1 7S. He 
defeats the kings of Midian, 1 84. 
He appoints Joshua to be his 
successor, 185. His predictions 
before his death, 187- His song 
in hexameter verse, 205. A re^ 
capitulation of his laws, I87> ei 
9eq. He binds the Israelites by 
an oath to observe them, 206. 
He blesses Joshua, and odiorts 
him to lead the Isradites coura^ 
geously into the land of Canaan, 
207. He is surrounded with a 
cloud, and disappears, 209^ His 
death greatly lamented by the 
people for thirty days, ib. He is 
scandalized as afflicted with the 
leprosy, 149* His great author 
Kity, 159. His books laid un in 
the temple, ii. 54. What they 
eootain, iv. 286. Allowed by the 
Egyptians to be a divine man, 
315. The age in which he hved, 
341. His virtue and great ac* 
tions, t6. Hb posterity honour- 
ed by David, i. 384. 

Mosoch, or Mohed^, i 22. 

Mudanus, president of Syria, ii. 
150, iv. 57, 104, U6, 117. 

Mule, the king's, i. 381* 

Mundus (Dedus) ravishes Paulina, 
thewifeofSatuimius,iii64,e<«e9. 

Muxcus. See yarous. 

llvsicd instruments of the Jews, 



the Cinyra, Nabk, and Cymba- 

lum described, i. 373. 
Mysian war, iv. 244. 
Mytgonus, king of Tyre, iv. 299. 

Naamah, an Ammonitess, the mo- 
ther of Rehoboam, i. 422. 

, daughter of Lamech, i. 1 3. 

Naash, or Nahash, king of the Am-* 
monites, i. 343. His war i^nst 
the Israelites, 274. 

Nabal, a foolish man, i. 310. 

Naboandelus, or Nabonadius, or 
Baltasar, king of Babylon, H. SO, 
iv. 298. 

Nabolassar, NabopoUassar, king of 
Babylon, iv. 297. 

Nabotb, i. 444. 

Nsbuchodonosor,or Nebuchadnes- 
sar, king of Babylmi, iv. 297- He 
conquers a great part oi Syria, ii. 
58. He kys a tax upon the Jews, 
ib. He takes and sacks Jerosa* 
lem, 59, 65, et eeq. His fnnous 
dream, or vision, 74, et eeq. His' 
golden image, 76. He hvea 

' among thebovts of the fidd, 77. 
He dies, 78. 

Nabuaaradan, or Nebusaradan,. 
plunders and bums the temple, 
ii. 66. His other memorable ae* 
tions, 67. 

Nacebus, captain of the Arabians, 
ii. 415, 422. 

Nachor, or Nahor, i. 25. 

Nadab, son of Aaron, L 138, 140. 

■ ■■■- , king of Israel, after Jero* 
boaa^, L 434. 

Nahum, the prophet, ii. 37. His 
prophecy conceming^f meveh, ib. 

Naomi, Elimeleoh's wifb, i. 256. 

Nathan, David's son, i. 335. 

— — *- the prophet, i 339. 

Nations diq^ersed, 364, 397. Call- 
ed by new names by the Greeks, 
i. 21. 

NasarHe8> i. 174^ iu/ 145. 

Neapolitans, iii 206, 406. 

Nechao, or Necho, king of Egypt, 
ii 56. He Is conquered by Ne- 
buchadneiaar, 58. 
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Nehem iah> ii. 1 09. Hi» love to hU 
country^ 16O. He exhorts the 
people to rebuild the walls of Je* 
rusalem^ 111. His death aiid eu- 
logiiim, 1 12. 

Nehushta, mother of Jehoiachin, 
ii. 59. 

Nephan^ or Elhaoan, i. 372« 

Nergal-isharezer, ii. 65, 

Nenali^ high-priest^ li. 67* 

Neriglisisor, king of Babylon, iv. 
298. « 

Nero made emperor, iii. 174, 394. 
. A most cruel tyrant, 174. His 
violeqt death, iv. 103. 

Netir, a Galilean, iv. SK 

Nicanor, ii. 146^ 172, iv. 34. Sent 
by Demetrius against Judas, ii. 
13^. Defeated and lulled, 187. 

-*— — , a friend of Titus, wounded 
• with an arrow, iv. 1 48. 

Nicasoj married to Manasses, ii. 
128. 

Nicaule, or Nitocris, queen of 
Egypt, i. 413. 

Niceteria, or festival for the victory 
over Nicanor, ii. 187- . 

Nico (the conqueror^) the mun^ of 
the. principal Roman battering 
ram, iv. 1^3. 

Nicolaui of Damascus, the Jewa'ad- 
vocate, ii. 151, 382. His speech 
before Augustus in favour of Ar- 
chelaus, iii. 36, 46, 365- He ex- 
aggerates AntipaCer's crimes, 15, 
353. His brother Ptolemy, $63, 

Niger of Perea, iii. 429, ^^y iv. 2, 
91. His wonderful escape, 4. 

Niglissnr, ii. 80. 

Nimrodj 'Or Nebrodes, i. 20, et scq, 

Nisroch, or Araske, a temple at 
Nineveh, ii. 48. 

Noah, or Noe, i. 14. He is saved 
in the ark, 15. Invocates God 
after the deluge, 18. God .an- 
swers hisprayer, 1 9. Lawi given 
to him, t6. He is overtaken with 
wine, 24. His genealqgy, 15.' 
'His death, 19. 
Npmus of Heliopolis, 180 furlongs 
from Memphis^ iv. 276. 



Norbamis Flaccu^'s letter to the 

Sardinians in behalf of the Jews, 

ii. 40e. 

(another person) slain> 

iii. 122. 
Numenius, scm of Antiochus, iL 

213. 

Oath prevails with Saul, above 

natural affection, i. 283. 
Ohadiah, a protector of the true 

profJihetB, i. 441, et ieq. 
Obedience to be learned before men 

undertake governm^t, L 137. 
Obodas, king of the Arabians, Ji. 

240. 
Octavia, daughter of Claiftdiua, iii. 

394* 
Odeasi high-priest, ii 67* 
Obed the prophet, ii. 39. 
Og, kiogof Basan,i 173. Hisiron 

bed, 174. 
Oil, used in the Jewish oblations, 

i. 145. Oil prepared by foreigners 

not used by the Jews, it. 150, iii. 

439. 
Olympias, Herod's daughter, by 

MaUhace, a Samaritan, iii. 4. 
, She is married to Joseph, the aon 

of Hood's brother, 340. 
Olympitts, J upiter's image, iii. 108. 
Olympus sent to Rome, ii. 420> ib. 

iii. 336, 
Omri, king of Israel, i. 438. 
On, the flon of Peleth, i.. l62. 
Onias, sdn of Jaddus, succeeds in 

the high-priesthood, ii. 133. 
, the son jof Simeon, made 

high-priest, ii. 154. Causes great 

troubles, l63. 
■ '■ *., brother of Jesua, or Jaaon, 

made, high-priest, ii. 3&5, 
— — and Dositlieui^ two Jewish 

captains, saved £gyptfromruin» 

iv. 327. . 

■♦ son of Onias, fliesinto Egypt, 

and there desires to build a Jew- 

, ish tanpk, ii. 198, 200, iii.251» 

iv. 275. His letter to Ptolemy 
and Cleopatra, ii. 200. . Their 
answer, iL He buildathe tea|«i 
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' pie Onian, 200. That temple is 

' shut ujp, iv. «76. 

Onias, a just man^ procures rain in 
- a famine by his prayers^ ii. 2d6. 
Is stoned to death, i6. 

Ophellius, ii. 300, iii. 29O. 

Opobalsamum, L 415, ii. 2S0. 

Oracles of the prophets, concern- 
ing the destruction of Jerusalem, 
iv. 98, 116, 19^. Concerning a 
great prince to arise in J udea,2 1 9. 

Orodes, iii. 59. 

Oronna, or Araunah, the Jebusite, 
j. 33s. His threshing.floor, 377. 
Where Isaac was to be offered, 
«nd the temple was afterwards 
built, 378. 

Orpah, i. 256. 

Orus, king of Egypt, iv. 29«. 

Osarsiph, (for Moses) a priest of 

. Heliop<dis, iv. 3l6c 

Otho made emperor, iv. 104. He 
kills himself, 108. 

Oxen, brazen, the Jews forbidden 
to make them, i. 419. 

Pacorus, king of Media, iii. l64. 

Redeems his wife and concubines 

fVom the Alans, iv. 25. 
■ ■ , the king of Parthia's son, 

gets possession of Syria, ii. 298. 

Lay^a plot to catclx Hyrcanus 

and Phasaelus, 299. Marches 

against the Jews, iii. 286. Is 
. admitted into Jerusalem, 287. Is 

slain in battle, ii. 31 1 . 
Psetus (Cesennius), president of 

Syria, iv. 256. His expedition 

into Commageiia, §6. 
Pageants, or Pegraata, at Titus's 

triumph, iv. 248. 
Palace at Rome, iii. 135. 
Pallas, Herod's wife, iii. 4, 340. 

■, Felix's brother, iii. 179, %^Z, 
Palm-trees at Jericho, very famous, 

ii. 2, 259, iii. 267, iv. 101. 
Pannychls, the concubine of Arche- 

laus, iii331. 
PapiniiiS, iii. 112. 
Pappus, is sent into Sdmsria by 

Antigonus, ii.314, iii. 301. 



Paradise described, i. 9. A pensile 
paradise, or garden at Babylon, 
iv. 297. 

Parents' good deeds are advanta- 
geous to their children, i. 433. 
How to be honoured by the law 
of Moses, iv. 349, 

Parthians possess themselves of 
Syria, and endeavour to settld 
Antigonus in Judea, iii. 286. 
Their expedition into Judea, ii. 
298. They besiege Jerusalem, 
1*6. They take the citv and tem- 
ple, 299. Their perndiousness 
ih, iii, 287. 

Passover, a Jewish festival, i. 102, 
1 47, ii. 257, iii. 32. The manner 
ofits celebration, iv. 232. Called 
the feast of unleavened bread, ii. 
256, iii. 32, iv. 132. On the 14th 
day of Nisan, ii. 103, iv. 132. 
V^y numerous sacrifices then 
offered, and vast numbers come 
up to it, iii. 32, 36 1. From the 
9th hour to the 1 1th, and not less 
than ten to one paschal lamb, i v. 
231. 

Paulina, ravished by Mundus, iii. 
64. 

Paulinus, a tribune, iv. 34. 

* ■■■ succeeds Lupus as gover- 
nor of Alexandria, iv. 276. I \ e 
plunders and shuts up the tem- 
ple Onion, t^. 

Pausanias, son of Cerastes, murders 
Plt!Kp, the king of Macedon, ii. 
129. 

Peace and good laws the greatest 
blessings, i. 378. 

-, as a goddess, has a temple at 
Rome, iv. 250. 

Pedanius, iii. 336, iv. 202. 

Pekah slays Pekahiah, and suc- 
ceeds him, ii. 37* He defeats the 
king of Judab, 38. He is shiiii 
by Hoshea, 40. 

Pekahiah, king of Israel, ii. Z^. 

Peleg, i. 25. 

Peninnah, i. 259. 

Pentecost, a Jewish festival, i. 147, 
iii. 37. Whence it had that name. 
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S66. Vast numberf came to ityi6. 
The priests then attended the 
temple in the night Jt. 217' The 
J ews did not then take journeys^ 
ii.' 226. 

Pergamen's decree in fiiTour of the 
JewSy ii. 287* 

Pefjury, supposed by some not 

' dangerous, if done by necessity^ 
i. 235. Dreaded by Joshua and 
the eldersi 218. Dreaded also 
by the people, 235. 

Persians^ their seven principal fa- 
milies, ii. 93, Their king is 
watched during his sleep, 9^* 
Their law forbids strangers to see 
their king's wives, 114. Seven 
men were the interpreters of their 
laws, 115. Their royal robes, 
^ 122. 

Pestilence. See Plague. 

Petilius Cerealis, the proconsul, re- 
duces the Germans, iv. 243. 

Petina, the wife of Claudius, iii. 
174, .^9*. 

Petronius, governor of Egypt, ii. 
361. He supplies Herod with 
com in time of famine, 362. 

■ (Publius) is made presi- 

dent of Syria, iii. 90. Is sent 
with an army to Jerusalem by 
Caius, to set up his statue in the 
. temple, 95, 385. His endeavours 
to prevent it,and td save the Jews, 
with his and their wonderful de« 
liveranoe, 386. His edict iQainst 
the Dorites, 146. 

Phcedra, Herod's wife, iii. 4. 

Phalion, Antipater's brother, ii. 
267, iii. 266. 

Phalna, David's son, i. 335. 

Phalti, son of Laisfa, i. 313, 328. 

Phanuiaa, son of Samuel, made 
high-priest, iv. 69* 

Pharaoh, denoted king in the Egyp- 
tian tongue, i. 412. 

Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, 
ii. 231, iii. 55, 263. They envy 
Hyrcanus, ii. 231. Were oppo- 
site to the Sadducees in their 
principles^ 232. Their great.au- 



thortty, iii, 7- EspeciaUy in the 
reign of queen Alexandra,,iL 249, 
liL 263. Which lasted nine 
years, 264. They refuse the 
oaths of allegiance to Caesar and 
Herod, 7- They are fined for it, 
ib. Their unwritten traditions, 
ti. 2 1 4, 232. . Their moderation 
in inflicting punishments, Si32. 
The common people side with 

. them, t6. They are most skilful 
in the knowledge of the law, iii. 
215. 

Phamaces, son of Mithridates, ii. 
260. 

Phasaelus, son of Antipater,ii. 270, 
iii. 4. His death, 274, ii. 302, 
321, iii. 290. 

— — , son of Herod, iiL 4. 

Pbeldas, i. 26. 

Pheles, king of die Tyrians, iv.295. 

Pheroras, Antipater's son by Cy-> 
pros, ii. 270, ill. 274. Hates Sa- 
lome's children, ii. 405, iii. 325. 
Makes Alexander jealous of his 
wife Glaphyra, with Herod his 
father, iL 405. Provokes Herod 
to anger, ib, 412. Lays the 
blame upon Salome, 405. Enters 
into friendship widi Antipater, 
iii. 6. Is hated by Herod, 8. Is or- 
dered to retire to his t e t r arc h y, 9. 

Pheroras's wife pays the fine lidd 
upon the Pharisees, iii. 7* She 
associates with the other court 
ladies, ib. 341. Pheroras's fireed- 
men-charge her with getting poi« 
son, 10. 

Phideas, the high-priest, ii. 67- 

Phikdelphus (Ptolemy), his skill 
and industry about mechanic 
arts, ii. 142. He proposes pro* 
blems to the seventyi-two inter* 
preters, 147. He procures the 
seven^.twointerpreters to trans- 
late the law, ib. 

Philip, Herod's son by Cleopatra, 
iii. 4, 5, 12, 340. Brother of 
Archelaus, 371. What Herod 
left him by his will, 28. ¥^2uit 
Cces«r gave him, 47. Tctrarch 
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«f GfiiulaiKitit> and Tnchonilis, 

Old Poneas^ 28. He dies, 6S, 69. 

His eulogiiMB, ib. 
niilip, a Galilean^ iv. 24. 
■ ■ '■ ^ son of Jadmus, iii. 5> 199, 

S14, 417. 4S4. 
— — , madie regent of Syria during 

tile minority of Eupator, ii. 180. 

r-, king of Syria, ii. 243, 245. 

-*, king of Maeedon, is slain. 



ii. 12p. 

Philippion, son of Ptolemy, marries 
Alexandra, the daughter of Aris- 
tobulus, ii. 270. He is killed by 
his father, t6. iii. 275. 

Philistines, their chief towns Gaza, 
Aocaron or Ekron, Askelon, 
Gadi, and Aaotus, or Ashdod,;i. 
263, 314. 

Philo, chief deputy of the Jews to 
Cains, iii. 90. 

Fliilosopliyof the Jews contained in 
the books of their law, iv. 327- 

Philostephanus, ii. 239. 

Phineas, son of Clusothus, iv. 76. 

-«-— ^, son of Eleaaar, slays Zimri 
and Cosbi, i. 182. , Leads the Is- 
raelites against the Midianites, 
1 3. His speech to the J ews be- 
yond Jordan, 225. He is made 
high-priest, 227. The high- 
priesthood returns to his family, 
388. 

, son of Eli, i. 258. He 

officiates as high-priest, 260. He 
is slain, 26 1. 

Phraates, king of the Parthians, iL 

321. His death, iii. 59- 
Phrataces, the son of Phrates, iii. 

59. 

Phul or Pul, king of Assyria, ii. 36. 

Phurim or Purim, a Jewish festi- 
val, ii. 127. 

Phut, the planter of Libya, i. 23. 

Pilate (Pontius), the procurator of 
Judea, occasions tumults among 
the J ews, iii. 6I . Causes a great 
slaughter of them, 62, 384. And 
of the Samaritans, 66. He is 
accused for it, and sent to Rome, 
i6. 



Pillars erected by the children of 
^Seth, in the l|u>d of Seriad, i. 14. 
PilLu-s of the Corinthian order in 
Solomon's palace> 409- In He- 
rod's temple, iv. 141. 
Pisco, governor of Rome, iii. 77. 
Pithoiaus, ii. 266, 270, iii. 272. 
Placidus, skirmishes with Jose- 
phus, iii. 218,241. His other 
actions, iv. IS, I6, 32> 5g, 97. 
Pkgue, or ptstilence, rages among 
the Israelites, i. 376. It ceases 
upon David's repentance, 377. 
Plato, iv. 351. He excludes the 
poets from his commonwealth, 
355. 
Polemo, king of Cilicia, iii. 173. 
— — , king of Pontus, iii. 150. 
Polity of the Jews afler the capti^ 

vity, jL 103. 
Pollio, a Pharisee, ii. SI9. 
■ ■■ , a Roman, ii. 367. 
Pompedius, iii. 112. 
Pompey thegreat goes through Sy- 
ria to Damascus, ii. 258^ iii. 266. 
And to Jerusalem, ii. 26I, iii. 
268. The city delivered up to 
him, ii. 261 . He takes^the tem- 
ple by force, and kills abundance 
of the Jews, 263, e^ seq. iii. 269. 
The Jews send him a golden 
vine, ii. 258. He goes into the 
holyofholies,263,iii.270. Med- 
dles with nothing in the temple, 
ib. H e hears the cau se between 
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, ii. 
259- Determines it in favour of 
Hyrcanus, and makes war upon 
Aristobulus, 26O. He 6ies into 
Epirus, 270. 
Pontius Pilate. See Pilate. 
Poplas, iii. 362. 

Poppea, Nero's wife, iii. 180, 187, 
193. A religious lady, and fa- 
vourer of the Jews, 180. 
PoTcius Festus. See Festus. 
Present tilings. Queen Alexandra's 

care more than future, ii. 252. 
Presoits sent to Joseph in Egypt, 

i.73. 
Priests, if maimed, are excluded 
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from the altar and temp1e>i. l6l, 
iv. 3 16. Are not to marry seve- 
ral sorts of women, i. 1 5 1 , iv. 285. 
Washed their hands and feet be- 
fore they went to minister, i. 127. 
Succeed one another according 
to their courses, iv. 3S5, Their 
allowances, i. 145, 170. Their 
courses in number, 23, 882, iv. 
261. Are very numerous, ib. 
Two families from Aaron's two 
sons, i. 261. Their offices and 
employments, iv. 334, 347i 348. 
Their sacred garments, i. 1 32, iv. 
145. Priests and Levites ex- 
empted from taxes by Xerxes, ii. 
105. Have places of the greatest 
trust committed to them, iv. 346. 
None but priests of the posterity 
of Aaron might bum incense at 
the temple, ii. 35. Not to drink 
wine in their sacred garments^ i. 
151. Priesthood a mark of no- 
' bility amon^ the Jews, iii. I91. 
Priests among the Egyptians, only 
kept their lands in the days of 
Joseph, i. 83. 
Iligh-priesthood translated from 
one family to another, i. 26 1. 
Of Onias, at Heliopolis, ii. 183, 
1 85, iii. 1 87* Vacant at Jerusa- 
lem for four years, ii. 1 96. Du- 
ring life, excepting under Antio- 
chusEp]phanes,Aristobuhis,and 
Herod, 325. Taken from Jesus 
and given to Simon, by Herod', 
363. Settled upon the family of 
Aaron originally, iii. 185. . 
High-priest not to be the son of a 
captive woman, ii. 232. Were 
to marry a virgin, and not to 
touch a dead body, 1. 151. The 
' high-priest desired by Saul to 
prophesy for him, 283. Several 
high-priests at the same time in 
later ages, iv; 69, 180, 197. To 
succeed by birth, 347- Elected 
by lot among the seditious; i. 
l67- 1 hey abolish the regular 
succession, 1 68. Herod, king of 
Chalcis, made the high-priests 



tSil hia death, iii. 157* A series 
o£ the high-priests from Aaron 
to the destruction a£ the. temple 
by Titus, 185, et seq. Another 
series from the building of the 
temple to the captivity, ii. 67. 
High-priest's robes kept by the 
Romans,' iii. 155. Where they 
were laid up, iL 375, iii. 66, 15S. 
High- priest'sornaments describe 
ed, i. 133, iv. 145. 
Primus (Antonius), iv. 104. He 
marches against Vitellius, 11 7. 
Priscus (Tyrannius), iii. 430. 

shoots Jonathan dead with 

a dart, iv. 203. 
Privileges granted the Jews by 

Alexander the Great, iv. 326. 
Problems or riddles, proposed by 
Samson at his wedding, i. 252. 
Proculus (Vitellius), iii. 146. 
Prophecy of Isaiah accomplished, 

ii. 199. 
Prophecies concerning the destruc* 
tion of Jerusalem, iv. 93, 219. 
■ ■■of J eremiah and Estekiel 
- reconciled, }i. ^9. 
Prophets, excepting Daniel, chiefly 
foretold calamities, ii. 35. How 
greatly to be esteemed, i. 455. 
Prophets (false ones), suborned by 

the Jewish tyranu, iv. 2l6. 
Proseuchse, or houses of prayer a- 

mong tlie Jews, iii. 226. 
Prostitution of the body a moat 

heinous crime, i. 19I. 
Providence asserted against the 

Epicureans, ii. 86. 
Prudence requires us to prevent the 
growing power of an enemy, i. 
117. 
Pseudalexander, iii. 48, 373. 
Ptolemy, the administrator of He- 
rod's kingdom, iL 403, 41 1, 419, 
iii. 207. 

, the brother of Cleopatra, 
poisoned by her, ii. 33i. 

■ , the brother of Nicolaus 
of Damascus, iii. 33. 
— Epiphones, ii. 151. He 

dies, 163. 
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ftAtmf EuergeCei, Phil9|Miter, or 
Enpater, ii. 154, 156, iv. 327. 

, the son of Jamblicus, ii. 

271, ill. 276. 

Ptolemy Lathjrus^iL 230, iii 259* 
He is driven out of his kingdom, 
ii. 240. He makes an alliance 
-vrith Alexander, and breaks it, 
238. Hb bold sddiers called 
Hecatontomachi, 289. He de- 
feats Alexander's army, t6. His 
barbarous cruelty, ib. 

-, son of Lagtts, called So- 



ter,ebtains Egypt afterthe death 
of Alexander the Great, iL 134. 
Takes Jerusalem, and carries 
many Jews into Egypt, 135. 
Philadelphus, the second 



king of Egypt of that race, i 3, 
ii, 136, iv. S26. He procures a 
translation of the law of Moses, 
by the advice of Demetrius Pha- 
lerufly ii. 136. Sets a vast num- 
ber of Jews free, 138. Sends a 
letter to Eleasar the high-priest, 
141. His liberal oblations and 
presents, 142, 149* 

■ M l ■ Philometer, iL l63, l65, 
198, iv. 327. He and his queen 
Cleopatra permit Onias to build 
$he temple Onion, ii. 199. He 
makes an expedition into Sjrria, 
807« Discovers Alexander's and 
Ammonius'plot against him, 205. 
Takes his daughter from Alex- 
ander andgivesherto Demetrius, 
206. He might have put two 
crowns upon his head, that of 
Asia, and that of Egypt, 206. 
He is wounded, t6. Dies, 207- 

— — — , son of Menneus, ii. 250, 
258, 293, iiL 262, 286. Prince 
of Chalds, iL 270. He marries 
Alexandria, ib* 

, the murderer of Simon 
the Maccabee, ii. 222. He mur- 
ders the mother and brother of 
John Hyrcanus, 224, iiL 255. 
Physcon, ii l63, 235, iv. 



329. 

-\'OL. IV. 



Pudemy th^ VI. UL 251. 

Pudens engages in a duel with Jo- 
nathan, and is killed, iv. 203. 

Punishment of the wicked, a joy- 
ful sight to good men, ii. 22. 

Purple robes worn by the Chaldean 
kings, ii. 81. By the Persian 
ldng»,93,l2l. Joseph is clothed 
in Purple by Pharaoh, i. 69. 

Pygmalion, king of Tyre, iv. 296. 

Pythian, or Apollo's temple, built 
by Herod, ii. 397. 

QuADRATU 8 (Ummidius),presid«nt 
of Syria, iii. 17O. 

Quails are numerous in the Arabian 
gulf, and fall upon the camp of 
Israel, L 114. 

Queenof£g3rptandEthiopiacomes 
tokingSol<Hnon,L414. She re- 
turns to her own country, 416. 

Quintilius Varus, president of Sy« 
* ria. See Varus. 

Quirinitts, or Cyrenios, sent by 
Csesar to tax Syria, iii. 53. 

Rabsacbs (Themaaius), ii. 9$, 
Bachd, Laban's daughter, i. 49* 
She steals away, and conceals 
her Other's idols, 51, 53. 
Ragan or Reu, son of Phal^ or 

Peleg, L25. 

Ragmus or Raamah, L 23. 

Raguel, Moses' father inlaw,i. 120. 
His advice to Moses for the go- 
vernment of the Israelites, 121. 

Rahab, an inn-keeper at Jericho, L 
211,214. Her life saved, t6. 

Rainbow, L 19. 

Ramesses, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Rapsaces, or Rabshakeh, captain of 
die Assyrian army, iL 45. His 
speech to the people of Jerusa* 
lem, 46. 

Rathotis, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Rathumus or Rehum, ii. 91. 

Rationale, or breast-plate of judg- 
ment of the high-priest, i. 134, 
143. 

Raven sent out of the ark, L 17< 
uh 
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Reba^ king of thd MidianitsSy 1 
1S4. 

Rebeka» davghtor of Bothnd, L 26. 
Demanded for a wife to Iiaao^ 
42* She bean twins, 4S« Im- 
poses upon her husband, 46. 

Rraem, or Rekem, king of tbe Mi- 
\ dianitea, i. 184.. 

Recorda of the Tjrrians, iv. 29fi. 

ftegulus (Emilius), iii. 109. 

Reboboam succeeds Solomon, L 
422. Hegive^thepeoplearotigh 
answer, 423. Ten tribes revolt 
fhmikim,ift. He builds and for-* 
tifies several towiis> 428. He has 
eighteen wives and Uiirty con-* 
eubines, 428. He dies» 4S0. 

Remaliah, ii. 37- 

Repentance cannot revoke past 

> crimes, i. 64. 

H^Ui or iKagau, the son of Phaleg, 

- or Feleg, i. 25* 

Revenues of Coedesyria, Phenieia, 
Judea, and Samaria, amounted 
to 8000 talents, iL 156. 

Rezin, king of Syria, ii. 38. 

Rezon, Salomon's eaemy, L 420^ 

Riclu», great ridies hud up in Da** 
vid's monument, i. S86. 

Riddles, or problems between Solo- 
mon and Hiram, i. 41 1. A rid-^ 
die proposed by Samson at bis 
wedding, 1. 252. 

Bil^hath, i. 22. 

Rod of Aaron,!. 169- 

JEtoman army described, iv. 9. 

. > ■ ■ > senate's decree in favour of 
the Jews, ii.228, 280. 

Roxane, Herod's daughter by Phe^ 
dr9> iii* 4, 540. 

RuWus Cedlus> iv, 244. 

R«fus, iii. 59, S67, 870. 

•~— (an Egyptian) takes Elea- 
aar prisoner, iv. 254. 

-r^ (Terentius or Tumui) Uke« 

Simon the aon of Ciorss, iv» 237* 
He is left with an army at Jeni-^ 
sulem^ after it was taken, ii. 

Rumah, or Reumah, Nahor's cpn- 

/nibine, L 20. 
Ruth gleans i^ Boaz's field, i. 257. 



Iimarriedto Ba«9, andbecomet 
the mother of Obed, the ftther 
of Jes0e» 258. 

Sabactas or Sabtecha, i. 23. 

Sabas or Seba, L 23. 

Sabathcs or Sabtah, L 23. 

SabbadMiay kept very strictly by 
the Bssens, iii. 379. SabbaA, ac- 
cording to Apion, so called from 
the Egyptian word Sabbo,iv.328. 
Sabbath«^ay so aup«c8ticiouBly 
observed by the J«ws that they 
came to gi^eat mischie&diereby, 
ii: 169^ iii. 269, 414. They tare 
advised by Matyiias to daftnd 
tkemsfllves on the Sabbaduday, 
ii. 169. And by Jodiathan; 192. 
Allowed to repel, bnt not to at- 
tack an enemy on that day, ^62^ 
iii. 99,, 41 3. Antioohus^ a Jew, 
fbfircesthe Jews to bi^ak the Sab- 
bath-day at Antioch, iv. 240. 
Sabbath-day spentinreading the 
law, ii. 384. Ushered in and 
ended with the sound of a trum- 
pet, iv. 1 1 1. Jews, on the Sab- 
bath-day, dinedatthe sixth hour, 
iii. 226. The seditious kill the 
Romans on the Sabbath.-day, 4S0. 
Unlawfultotravelfar on the Sab- 
bath«^y, ii. 296. Pretended to 
be uniawftil either to make war 
or peace on the Sabbath-day, iv. 
63. Not allowed by some, even 
in case of necessity, to takearms, 
either on the Sabbath»day or the 
evening before, iit. 211. 

Sabbatic river, iv. 245. 

SabbeuB, ii. 201. 

3abbion discovers Alexander's tle» 
sign to Herod, iL 326. 

Sabec, or Sbobadi, captain of the 
Syrians, i. 345. 

Sabinas, Caesar's steward in Judea, 
iii. 33, 366. He accuses Arche- 
laus, 34. Falls heavy upon the 
Jews, 38. 

I I " ■ ■ ■ -, one o£ the murderers of 
Caius, iii. 140. He kills him- 
self, 141. 
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SabiAiis^die brother of Ve$pAsian, 
tekes Um ctpitol^ iv. 118. Is 
kiUcxlbyyiteUius, 119. 

■ « > .^- - ^ by birth a Syrian^ « niiua 
of great valour^ iv. 19 1. 

■ n't i. I I (Domitaaa)^ one of the tri- 



bunes^ iv. 32. 

Sabtah, or Sabathe«» i. 23. 

Sabtecha, or Sabact«|, i. 23« 

Sacrifice of Abel was milk, and the 
firatlinga of the flocks i. 11. Sa« 
orifices were either private or 
publio, 144 dither all or part 
only bumt^ ib. How the former 
were ofieredy i6. Howthelatter, 
146. How iin^ofierings were 
«ffned,tl. Those of swine for- 
bidden, ii. 166. Of thoae that 
wereforrecoveringhesHhy i. 145. 
Titus desires John not to leave 
off the Jewish sacrifice^ iv. 19^« 
Daily sacrifice^ ii. 99> iii. 25 1, iv. 
195. Sacri&ei every dliy far 
Caeaar^sprosperity^ULaae* 0«- 
mission thereof the beginning of 
the Jewish war, iii. 41 5. Om*- 
ings of fbreigncrs lAsually receiv- 
ed by the Jews, 4l6. The aim0 
prohibited by the seditious, 41 5. 
What parts of sacrifices were 
due to the priests, i. 170. None 
but Jews to overlook the sacrifi- 
ces in the temple, iii. 179- Sa- 
cfrifices not to be tasted till the 
oblation is over, ii. l60« Not to 
be bought by the hire of an har- 
lot, i. 191. Not to be abused to 
luxury, iv. 347. Of vhat were 
bumt«oSerings, 143. Animals 
not offered till the eighth day af- 

- ter their birth, 145. Wine and 
oil reserved for sacrifices^ con- 
sumed by the seditious, iv. 133. 

Sadduc, a Pharisee, stirs up aedi- 
tioo, iii. 54. 

Saddnoees deny fate, iL 2 14. Are 
contrary to the Pharisees, ^32. 
Observe only the precepta of the 
written law, ib. Their opimons, 
iii. 55, 373. Have the rich men 
ofthdraide, ii. 232. 



Sadoc,or Zadok, high-priest, i. 382, 
338, 34«, 363, 370, 386, ii. 67. 

Sadrach^ or Shadrac, ii. 104. 

Sages, or wise men among the Is- 
raelites, i. 393. 

Salampsio, daughter of Herod,mar- 
Hed to Phasael, iii. 72. 

Salathiel,Zerobabers father, ii. 98. 

Salatis, king of Egypt, iv. 291- 

Saleph, i. 25. 

.Sftj mimfl^ or Zalmana, captain of 
the Midianites, i. 243. 

Salmanasser, or Shalmaneser, king 
of Assyria, ii. 40. Invades Syria 
and Phenicia, 43. Carries the 
ten tribes away into Media and 
Persia, 43. 

Salomoj Antipater's daughter, He- 
rod's sister, ii. 27O, iii. 274. 
Charges her husband Joseph 
withadultery,ii.338,4U. Sends 
a bill o€ divorce to her second 
husband Costobarua, 354. En- 
vies Herod's sons and their 
wives, 379, 387* She clears her- 
self, ib. Herod forces her to be 
married to Alexas, iii 2. She 
discovers to Herod the conspi- 
racy of Antipater and Pheroras, 
6, 341. What Herod left her 
by his will, 28. 

, Herod's daughter by El- 
pis, iii. 4. 

-V, grand-daughter of Herod 



the Great, and daughter of He- 
rod Philip by Herodias, iii. 73. 
She is married to Philip the te- 
trarcb, and afterwards to Aristo- 
bulusi, the grandson of Herod, 
and brother of Agrippa, sen. ib. 

Salt sown upon the rums of a de- 
molished town, i 246. 

Sak tax and crown tax remitted to 
the Jews by Demetrius, ii. 197. 

Samacha, Abennerig's daughter, 
iii. 158. 

Samaridla, ii. 300, iii. 288. 

Samaria built, i. 488. Whence its 
name was derived, ib. It is be- 
sieged by the Syrians, and won- 
deHTully relieved, ii. 13. A mo- 
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ther there eats her own son in a 
famine^ 12. Is besieged again by 
Hjrcanus^ suffers famine^ is ta- 
ken and levelled with the ground^ 
230^ et seq. iii. 258. 

Samaritans^ a colony from Cutha in 
Persia^ ii. 44, 72. Pretend to 
be the posterity of Joseph, 1S5. 
They sometimes deny, and some- 
times profess themselves Jews, 
44, 1 33, 1 67. Harass the Jews 
under Onias the high-priest, 15 4. 
Pretend to be Sidonians, l67* 
Their temple upon Mount Ge- 
rizzim, 133. They pollute the 
temple of Jerusalem, iii. 57. 
They are enemies to the Jews, ii. 

~ 104, iii. 170. They dispute with 
the Jews in Egypt about their 
temple, ii. 200. They give An« 
tiochus the title of a g^, I67. 

Sambabas, ii. 104. 

Samers, PoUio's disciples, ii. 277, 
319, ^71. His speech against 
Herod, 277. He is honoured by 
Herod, 278. 

Samgar or Semegar, ii. 65, 

Samspigeramus, kingof Emesa, iii. 
73. 

Samson's birth, i. 251. He mar- 
ries a woman of the Philistines, 
251. Kills a lion, t6. Proposes 
a riddle at his wedding, 252. 
Bums the Philistines' com, 16. 
He is delivered up to the Philis- 
tines, ^53. He slays them with 

• the jawbone of an ass, ib. He 
carries the gates of Gaza away 
on his shoulders, 254. He falls 
in love with Dalila, ib. He is 
betrayed by her, he is bound, 
and his eyes put out, 255. He 
pulls a house down upon the 
Philistines, and slays 8000 of 
them, 255. 
Samuel is bom, and consecrated to 
God, i. 259. God calls toliim, ib. 
He conquers the Philistines, 267- 
His sons prove very bad judges, 
268. He is offended at the peo- 
ple's demanding a king, 269. He 



tells the people the manner^f a 
king, 269> 270. Threatens Saul 
with the loss of his kingdom^ 287. 
Anoints David to be king, 289* 
He dies, 310. Is raised out of 
Hades, andforetells Saul's death, 
317. 

Sanctum Sanctorum, or holy of 
holies, i. 128. 

Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, iii. 199. 

Saphan or Shaphan, thescribe, ii. 54. 

Siqppinnius, ii. 411. 

Sapphora, or Zippora, Moses' wife, 
i. 120. 

Sarai, or Sarah, Abraham's wife, 
i. 27* She goes with him into 
Egypt, t6. The king falls in love 
widi her, 27. Her death, 89. 

Sardians, their decree in favour of 
the Jews, iL 288. 

Sereas, or Seraiah, high-priest, ii. 
67. 

Samaritans invade Mysia, 245. 

Satumius (Sentios), president of 
Syria, ii. 421, 425, iii. 2, 9, 13, 
SO7. 

Satharabuzanes, ii. 89, 100, 102. 

Saul, son of Kish, i. 270. Se^s 
his father's asses, and comes to 
Samuel, ib. Dines with Samuel 
and seventy odiers, 271* Samuel 
anoints him for king, ib. He is 
actually made king, 272. He 
promises to assist the Gileadites, 
275. Is inaugurated again, 278 . 
Conquers the Philistines, 282. 
His wars and family, 284. Makes 
war on the Amalekites, 285. 
Spares Agag against God's com- 
mand, 286. For which Samuel 
foretells him the loss of his kin|i^« 
dom, 287. His cruel order for 
murdering Ahimeleck and the 
priests, 305. Being forsid^^ of 
God, he consults with a necro- 
mantic woman, 317- His death, 
323. 

, a ringleader of the robbers, 

iii. 183. 

Scaurus, president of Syria, iii. 266, 
271. He returns into Sytidi, ii. 
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S57- He raises the sie^^ of Je- 
. Tusalenij ib. His expedition into 
Arabia, 264. 

Scopas» general of Ptolemy's army, 
defeated by Antiochus die Great, 
ii. 152. 

Sea, the seventy interpreters wash 
their hands in the sea before they 
. begin their translation, ii. 148. 

— divided for the Israelites, i. 
107. 

Seba, i. 23. 

Sebas, the- son of lUus, i. 373. 

Sects of the Jews, ii. 213, iii. 55, 
192, 376. 

Sededas, or Zedekiah, a false pro- 
phet, i. 453. 

— -^ , king of Ju- 

dah, ii. 65. Revolts from the 
Babylonians, i6. Calls for Jere- 
miah's advice, 63. Is carried 
captive to Babylon, 65. His 
death, 67* 

Sedition among the priests, iii. 178. 
Sedition of Corah and his follow- 
ers, i. l64. Of the Israelites, 
160. Is quelled by Joshua, ib. 
Sedition at Csesarea between the 
Jews and Syrians, iii. 177. 

Sejanus put to death, iii. 79* 

Serisan, the scribe, i. 342. 

Selene, queen of Syria, otherwise 
called Cleopatra, ii. 251. 

Seleucus possesses Syria after the 
death of Alexander the Great, ii. 
134. He is called Nicator, the 
conqueror, 149. His bounty to- 
wards the Jews, ib. 

■ Soter, or Philopater, son 

of Antiochus the Great, ii. l62. 
-, son of Antiochus Grypus, 



ii. 242. His death, ib. 
Sellah, or Zillah, Lamech's wife> 

i. 12. 
Sellum, or Shallum, ii. $6. 
Bern, or Shem, i. 1 9. His posterity, 

.24. 
Semegar, or Samgar, ii. 65* 
Semei, or Shimei, the son of Gera, 

i. 357, 366, and 389. He is put 

to death by Solomon, 390. 



Semelius, ii. 92. 

Sempronius (Caius), son of Caius, 
ii. 227. 

Senabar, or Shemebar, i. 28. 

Sennacherib makes war on Heze- 
kiah, ii. 45. His death, 50. 

Senate of Rome's decree concerning 
the Jews, ii. 188. They renew 
their league with the Jews, 278. 
Another decree of theirs concern- 
ing the Jews, 286. 

Sepphoris burnt, iii. 43. Taken 
by Josephus, 237* 

Seraiah, high-priest, ii. 67> et seq. 

Serebaeus, ii. 98« 

Seron; general of the army of Coele- 
syria, ii. 171. 

Serpent deprived both of speech 
and feet, i. 11. 

Serug, i. 25. 

Ser villus (Publius), his letter to the 
Milesians in favour of the Jews» 
ii. 286. 

Sesac. See Shishack. 

Seth, son of Adam, i. 1 3. His pos^ 
terity's pillars in the land of Si- 
riad, 14. 

Sethon, king of Egypt, iv. 309. 

Sethosis, or Sesostris, king of E- 
gypt, iv. 292. 

Seventh day. See Sabbath. 

Seventy-two interpreters sent by 
Eleazar, the high-priest, with the 
books q£ the law, ii. 1 45. Their- 
arrival at Alexandria, ib. They 
bring with them the law written 
upoa parchment in golden let^ 
ters, t6. They wash in the sea 
before they fall to their work, 
1 48. They finish the translation 
in seventy-two days, ib. 

Sextus Cflssar, president of Syria, 
ii. 275. He is slain by Cecilios 
Bassus, iii. 280. 

Shadrach, ii. 72. 

Shallum, ii. S6. 

Sbalmanezar. See Safananasser. 

Shamgar, son of Anath, succeed 
Ehud as judge, i. 239. 

Sharazer, ii. 48. 

Sheba, i. ZS, 
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ShecheiD^ the place of JodhuB*s ha- 
bitation, i. 220, S26. 

Shechemites meet Alexander tlie 
Great, ii. 133. Their kindred 
with Raguel, Moses' father-in- 
law, i. 245. 

Shekel, a coin equal to four Attic 
drachmae, i. 138. 

Shem, i. 19. His posterity, 24. 

Shemebar, king of Zeboim, i. 28. 

Shield covered the left eye in war, 
i. 274. 

— , a token -of league between 
the Jews and Romans, ii. 273. 

Shimei, son of Gera, i. 557, 366, 
989. Put to death by Solomon, 

sgo. 
SiupB sent to Pontus and Thrace 

under Ahaziah, sonof Ahab, ii. 3. 
Shishack, or Sesac, king of Egypt, 

i. 341, 421, 430. 
Sibas, or Ziba, i. 343, 357* Saul's 

freedman, 366. 
Sibbechai, the Hittite, i. 389- 
l^carii, or banditti, flee to Alexan-* 

dria, iv. 274. Cannot be forced 

to own Caesar for their lord, 275. 
Sichon, or Sihon, king of the Amo- 

rites, conquered, i. 172. 
Sidon, i. 24. 

Signs appearing before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, W. 216. 
Sfianius, present of Syria, iii. 60. 
Sib», governor of Tiberias, iii. 202, 

225. 
•— , tyrant of Lystaa, ii. 259. 
i i ■ ' , anattendantonKingAgrippa 

senior in hia adversities, iii. 82, 

148. He becomea troublesome 

to the king, ib. He is killed, 

153. 
— — , a Babylonian, iii. 429, >v. 2. 
SUo, the Roman captain, ii. 306, 

310. 

, or Shilo, a towA where the 

tabernacle was fixed, i. 220. 
Silva ( Flavius), governor of Judea, 

iv. 259. He besieges Masada, 

261, 264. 
Silver of little value in the days of 

Solomon, i. 417« 



Simeon, son of Gamaliel, iv. 70« 
, sonof Boethus, made high- 
priest, ii. 363. His dangliter 
married to Herod, ih. He is de^ 
prived, iii. 12. 
Simon, son of Camithi, made higb- 
priest, iii. 58. 

, son of Boethus, sumamed 

Cantheras, made high^priest, liL 
.145. He is denrived, 147- 

, son of Cathla8,lv. 78- 

the Just, Eleaza/s brother, 

high-priest, ii. 140, 354. 
» ■ ■■ , sen of Onios the higl^prtese, 

dies, ii. l64. 
■ • the Essen, a prophet, til. 51* . 

, son of Gioras, iii; 429, iv. 
1 05. Fights with the zealots, ib. 
Conquers Idumea, IO6. Is made 
a prisoner, and reserved fbr the 
triumph, 238. Is put to death 
at the triumph, 250. 

, brother of Judas and Jona- 
than the Maccabees, beats the 
enemy in Galilee, ii. 178* Is 
made captain of the Jews, 1 88. 
He makes a speech to them, 21 7« 
Is made their prince, f5. Is made 
high-priest, 219, iii. 256. Is 
killed by Ptolemy, bis son-in<* 
law, ib. 

' ' , son of Arinus, iv. 147- 
, son of Dositheus, ii. 227- 
, captain of the Idumesns at 
Jerusalem, iv. 81. 

' , a lifeguard man to Jose- 
phus, iii. 209. 

of Jerusalem, iiS. 149. 

, a magician, iii. 173. 
■■■ ■ ' ■ , a Pharisee, ni. 209. 

* Psellus, Josephus'a grand* 

father, iii. 191. 

' , A servant of Herod's, a»* 

sumes the crown, iii. 40. 
— — -, son of Saul, iii. 422. 
> ■ ■■ persuades the people to ex- 
clude Agrippa from the temple, 
iii. 149. 
Simonides Agrippa, Jesephns's son, 

iii. 243. 
Siphar, the Ammonite, i. 36i. 
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Siaera cfppreueft the Iflraelitts, L 
239. Is killed by Jael, S40. 

StHuraeSy iL 8^ Governot of Syria 
and Phcnicia* 100> 102. 

Slaughter, the greatest that eirer 
was in one battle, i. 434. 

Sodomites and their associates con- 
quered by tibe Assytiansi i. S9. 
..I ■■ -I so wicked, that they 
were burnt with fire from hea- 
ven, i. S3. 

Sobentis, a tetraoh, iiL S, 19^. 

■ -, king of Eaesa, nicceads 

his brother Aaiaus, iiL 175, iv. 
356. 
> n . . ■ of Itiirea, iL M7. Be- 



trays Herod^s seeret brderlbr 
kiUkig Mananmtf, S47« !• imt 
to death by Herod, 850. 
Solomon, eon of David, L $85. 
Promised to David, 839. Born, 
849. Anointed and proelaimed 
king, 381. Anointed and pro- 
claimed a second time, 887. 
Marries Pharaoh'sdaughter,890. 
Determines the cause of two har- 
lots, 292-^ His power, gratkleiir, 
and wisdom, SgS. Thebooks he 
wrote, 894. His letter to Hiram, 
king of Tyre, t5. He builds the 
temple, 897^ et seq. His ad- 
dresses to God and the people 
after it was built, 405, ei seq. 
He ofhn abandance of saeriflces, 
407. He builds htasaelf a royal 
pata6e,408. Solves the problems 
proposed by the king of Tyre, 
4ia Dius says, Solemon eouIJ 
not solve them all, 41 1 . He ftr- 
tifies Jerosalem, and boilde seve* 
ral towns, 412. Laya a tax on the 
remaining Canaanites, 418. Fita 
out a fleet, 41 4. Hisgrestriehes, 
41 6. His immoderate tove of 
women, 418. His deaih, 42 1 . 

Solymffi) or Salem, the old name of 
Jerusalem, i. 884. 

Sophonins, or Zephania, the second 
priest, ii. 67* 

Sosibius of Tarentum, ii. 18(L 

Sesius, a Roman captain in Judea, 
ii. 313. Joins with Herodagainst 



Antigonus, i5. ilL 800. He takes 

Antigonus prisoner, and ctrrles 

him to-AnUmy, iL 817^ iii. 804, 

d seq. 
Souls of heroes shdn Id war, sun^ 

posed to be placed among the 

stars, iv. 190. 
Speech of Herod to his army, ii. 

SS9* To the people, 87^ .Speech 

of Moses to Corimand the people, 

i. 1 6S. To the people before his 

death, 187* 
Spiea sent by Moses to view the 

land of Canaan, L 155, ^ sr^. 

By Joshua to Jericho, L 211*^ 

Th^ bring back a fkithfol ac- 
count, 212. 
Spoils of barbarians reposited in 

Herod's temple, ii. 875. 
■ ■' ' ' in war to be equally divided 

between those that fight and 

those that guard the baggage, i. 

881. 
Stars supposed to have their virtue 

from the sun and moon, L 59. 
Stechua, iiL 82. 
Stephanus, Caesar's servant, iii. I699 

891- 
Sterility of the country is one of the 

punishments for the king's doing 

ill, i. 339. 
Stratton tyrannises over Berma, ii. 

245. 
Subjects follow the manners of their 

princes, i. 428^ 
Sumober, or ShemebM^, king of 

Zeboim, i. 28. 
Supplicants in Syria, used to come 

with a halter about their heads, 

i. 449. 
Sur, or Zur, a king of the Midia- 

nites, i. 184. 
Sylla, captain of king Agrippa's 

life-guard, iii. 289* 
Sylleus, an Arabian, first minister 
to king Obodas, ii. 406, iii. 827> 
837. He goes to Rome, ii. 414. 
Accuses Herod before Augustus, 
415. Demands Salome in mar- 
riage, 418. Is refused, because 
he would not turn Jew, . ib. Is 
charged w tth severalmur<lers, iiL 
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8, 843. Is accused before Au- 
gustus by Nicolaus of Damascus, 
ii. 421. Receives sentence of 
death, 422. 

Syndrion, or Sanhedrim. See San- 
hedrim. 

Syrian commodities, i. 6l. 

Sjrrian's hatred to the Jews, iii. 260. 

A Syrian, king of Mesopotamia, i. 
344. 



Tabbrnacle built, i. 126. Its de- 
scription, 127* Its purification, 
139. 

Tsbemacles, feast of, a great fes- 
tival of the Jews, i. 403, and ii. 
326. Celebrated in war by the 
leave of king Antiochus, 225. 
Celebrated for fourteen days 
upon the dedication of Solomon's 
temple, i. 407* Jews then carry 
boughs with fruit, whereby Alex- 
ander the high-priest was pelted, 
ii. 943. Jews then fixed taber- 
nacles in the temple,, iv. 217* It 
is celebrated afler the Babylo- 
nian captivity, ii. 99> 108. 

Table {jo£ shew-bread,] golden, 
made by Ptolemy, ii. 1 42. With 
its cups and vials, 143. 

Table, delphic, i. 130. 

in tie court of the priests, i. 

131. 

Tachas, i. 26. 

Tanganus, ii. 104. 

Tartan, a captain of the Assyrians, 
ii. 45. 

Tears, natural signs of great joy or 
sorrow, ii. 146. 

Teba, i. 26. 

Temple built upon Mount Geriz- 
zim, ii. 133, 200. Like to that 
at Jerusalem, 129. 

■ built by Herod, near Pa- 
neas, in honour of Augustus, ii. 
370, iii. 313. 

— — of the golden calf, iv. 54. 

■ of Hercules and Astarte 
atTyre, i. 411. 

of Demus, and the Graces 



Temple built by Herod at Samaria, 

ii. 859. 
— (Herod's) at Jerusalem dc' 

scribed, ii. 374, 376, iv. 140. 

Onion in Egypt, built like 



that at Jerusalem, ii. I99, 200, 
ftSO, and iii. 185. 

■ of Diana at Elymais, ii. 
179- Of Dagon at Ashdod, or 
Azotus,204. Of ApoUo at Gaza, 
242. 

- of Jerusalem, rebuilt by 
Zorobabel, iL 90, 104. They go 
on by order of Darius, ii. 96,99. 
Is finished in seven years, 102. 
Sixty cubits lower than Solo- 
mon's temple, 373. It is plun- 
dered by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
1 65, Taken by Pompey, and its 
most holy place seen by him, but 
without detriment thereto, 263. 
Titus goes into the most holy 
place, iv. 213. 

-of Solomon described, i. 397 



at Athens, ii. 274. 
of Belus at Babylon, ii. 79- 



et seq. Dedicated by Solomon, 
405. Foreigners could go but to 
a cei^n partition wall in He- 
rod's temple, ii. 377- Women 
excluded the two inner courts, 
ib. Opeii to Samaritans and 
other nations for prayer, 100. 
David's armoury in the temple, 
23. Tax out of the temple trea- 
sure remitted by Demetrius, 197. 
Daniel's prophecy of Antiochus's 
profanation of the tempLe Ailfil- 
led, 175. 

Temples in Egypt, many and dif- 
ferent, ii. I99. 

— ^— ^ of the Canaanites were to 
be demolished, i. 188. 

— of foreign nations not to 
be plundered, nor their donations 
taken away, i. 191. 

Tephtheus of Garsis, iv. 174. 

Terah, Abraham's father, i. 25> 

Terebinth, or turpentine tree, near 
Hebron, supposed as old as the 
world, iv. 107. 

Teresh, ii. 1 16. 

Teridates, or Tiridates, king of 
Armenia, iii. l63. ^ ^ 
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Termus^ a Roman ambassador^ iv. 
S27- 

Tero, an old soldier^ ii. 4A5, iii. 337. 
Charged with treason by Trypho^ 
Herod's barber> ib. 

Tethmosis^ or Thummosis> king of 
Egypt, iv. 292, 311. 

Tetrarchies> ii. 207- 

Thamar^ David's daughter, i 335. 

— -> Absalom's daughter, mar- 
ried to Rehoboam, i. 363. 

Thaumaustus, iii. 81. 

Theatres erected at Jerusalem by 
Herod, ii. 356, iii. 315. At Ca&. 
sarea, ii. 366. 

Theft, how punished by the law of 
Moses, i. 201. 

Themasius, ii. QS. 

Theodorus, son of Zeno, ii. 241, iii. 
262. 

Theodosius, ii. 201. 

Theophilus, son of Ananus, de- 
prived of the high-priesthood, iii. 
145. 

— , brother of Jonathan, 

made high-priest, iii. 71* 

Thermusa, Phraataces' concubine, 
and then wife, iii. 5g. 

Theudas, an impostor, iii. 167* 

Theudion, brother of Doris, Anti- 
pater's mother, iii. 11. 

Thobel, or Tubal-cain, i. 12. 

Tholomy, son of Sohemus, ii. 271. 

Thrygammes, or Torgamah, i. 22. 

Thummosis, or Tethmosis, king of 
Egypt, 291, 292, 309. 

Tiberius Alexander, procorator of 
Judea, iii. l67- 

, governor of 

Alexandria, iii. 425, and iv. 126. 
He brings Egypt over to Ves- 
pasian, i v. 115. 

■ the emperor, iii. 58, 383. 

His dilatory proceedings, 384. 
His skill in astrology, 84. His 
prognostic of a successor, t6. His 
death, 85. 

Tibni, i. 438. 

Tidal, i. 29. 

TiglathpiJeser, king of Assyria, ii. 
37. 



Tigranes, king of Armenia, ii. 251, 
333, iii. 73, 264, and 338. 

, son of Alexander and 
Glaphyra, iii. 78. 

Timaus, king of Egypt, iv. 29O. 

Timidius, iii. 111. 

Timius, a Cypriot, iii. 73. 

Timotheus, ii. 177* He is put to 
flight by Judas, 178. 

Tiras, i. 22. 

Tiridates, king of Armenia, iiL 
164. 

Tithes, and first-fruits, given to the 
Levites, i. I69. Their tribes or 
tenth parts given to the priests, 
ib. This law restored by Heze- 
kiah, ii. 42. 

Titus, president of Syria, ii. 412. 

' Csesar, son of Vespasian, sent 

to Alexandria, iv. 2. He brings 
a great number of troops to Ves- , 
pasian, 8. His piety towards his 
father, 25. He and Vespasian 
take Jotapata, 30. His mildness 
to Josephus, 39, 40. He is sent 
against Taricheee, 45. Hisvalour 
in this expedition, 48. His speech 
to his soldiers, ib. He takes Ta- 
richeae, 49. He is sent to Rome, 
with king Agrippa, to compli- 
ment Galba, 104. The order of 
his army, 126. He arrives at 
Jerusalem, and is exposed to 
^reat danger, ib. His great va- 
lour, 130. His great concern to 
save Jerusalem, I60. And the 
temple, 1 98, 2 1 0. His speech to 
his soldiers, 188. He receives 
acclamations from the army, 219- 
His speeches to the Jewish ty- 
rants, 220. He ascribes the. con- 
quest of the city to God, 230. 
He thanks the army, and distri- 
butes rewards, 236. Celebrates 
his father's and brother's birth- 
days, 238. He is greatly moved 
at the sight of the |uins of Je- 
rusalem, 246. He makes great 
shows, 247. Comes to Antioch, 
246. And to Rome, 247. What 
persons he carried with him for 
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the triumph, ib. HU gcoerositjr 
to Josephus, 243, fi $eq, 

Tobias's tons expelled J^usaleiD, 
iii. 251. 

Togarmah, i. 2^. 

Toparchies, or prefectures, three 
added to Judiw, ii, 207> 

Tower of Babel and the Sibyl's 
testimony con^cerning it, i. 21. 

Trachonites rebel, ii. 41 S. 

Trajan, captain of the tenth l^on, 
iv. 29. 

Translation of the law made by 
seventy^two elders, ii. 147. 

Treasure (sacred) kept in the tem- 
ple by some of tlie priests, ii. I06. 

Tribes of Israel and their portions 
' ofland, determined by lot, i. 222. 

Tribute, paid out of Jndea to An- 
tiochus Pius, ii. 226. Great men 
farm such tributes, 156. Poll- 
money paid the kings of Syria by 
the Jews, 197* Ten thousand 
drachmce paid out of the temple 
to them, ih. Three hundred ta- 
lents paid by Jonathan to Deme- 
trius for tribute, 207* Jews freed 
from paying such tribute by Si- 
mon the Maccabee, 219* High- 
priests used to pay twenty talents 
tribute to the kings of Egypt out 
of their own revenues, 1 64. Poll- 
money and crown^tax, && fbr- 
giyen the principal orders of the 
Jews by Autiocfaus the Great, 
152. 

Triumphal gate at Rome, It. 247. 

■■ .■■■■ ■■■ pomp described, iv.247, 
ft ieq. 

Trophies give ofibnee to the Jews, 
ii. 357. 

Trumpet, its invention and form, i. 
153. 

Truth and justice complained to be 
gone out of the world, ii. 426. 

. and accuracy to be obsef ved 

by an hi^rian, ii. 254. Observ- 
ed accordingly by Josephus, iii. 
233, €i ieq, 

Trypho, the tyrant, brings young 
Amiochus back to Syria, ii. 209. 
His perfidious behaviour to the 



same Antlochufl>21& Hedrawe 
Jonathan into a snare, ih. He 
makes fa irruption into Judea, 
2 1 7* Imposes upon Simon, 218. 
Kills Jonathan, 219. He causes 
Antiocbus> whole guardian he 
was, to be killed, 221. He is 
made king by the army, U. He 
is killed at Apamia, 222* 

-, king Ptolemy's darling, IL 



166. 



king Herod's barber, iii. 

161. 
Tubal-caia, i. 18. 
Tyrannius Priscus, iii. 430. 
TyraiiQUs' deposition against Alex-*- 

ander, ii. 418, iii. 334t 
Tyre, when built, i. 397- 
— — «» oppressed by Marion, ii. 29^. 
— , besieged seven months by 

Alexander the Great, il. 131. 
-«*<—, the name of the castle built 

by Hyrcanus, ii. l63. 
Tyrians, their God Baal, ii. 22. 

Their ancient records, iv. 294. 

They beat the Assyrians at sea, 

ii. 44. Their temple of Jupiter 

Olympius, i.411. 

Valsrian, a decurion, iv. 44* 

Valerius Gratus, procurator ^ Ju- 
dea, iii. 58. 

Aaiaticus, iii. 120, 126. 

Varro, president of Syria* ii. 367. 

Varus (Quintilius), president of Sy- 
ria, iii. 13, 18-1 99, 360, and 370. 
He cornea to succour Sabinus, 42, 
370. He punishes the mutineers, 
37, 42, 43. 

Vashti, wife of king Artaxerxes, 
ii. 114. 

Vatinius, iii. 118. 

Veils of the tabernacle, i. 129. 

Ventidius Bassus, bribed by Anti- 
gonus, ii. 306. Sent to repel the 
Parthians, iii. 293. He kills Pa- 
corus in battle, and defeats the 
Parthians, ii. 311. 

Veranius, iii. 136. 

Vespasian and Titus's generosity 
towards the Jews, ii. 151. His 
wars in Judea. iScr^ewish War, 
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. booki iii ai^d iv. voL iv. it 
large. 

Victory does not depend on num- 
bers but on valouTj i 29* And 
on piety towards God, ii 171* 

Vindex rebels against NeJto^ iv. 99. 

Vine(gQlden)in Herod'stemple, U. 
374. Another sent to Eon)ejS58. 

Vinioitts (Marcos), iii. 120. 

Virtue is its own rewards i- i W. 

Virtues (royal), i. 386. 

Vitellios, president of Syria> ii.375> 
iv. 243. He is highly treated by 
the Jew*8, ifi. 66, 71» His expe- 
dition against AreM» »&• 

. israade emperor after Ottub 

iv. 108. He is slain, 11 9. 

Vitellius ProouHus, iiL 146, 

Ummidiiis Quadratos, preaidept of 
SyrisL, iii. 17O. 

Unexpected events the most shock- 
ing, i. 261. 

Unleavened bread. See Passover. 

Voice heard in the temple, it. 

217. 

Vologesses,kingof Parthia,iii. l65, 
iv. 245, 257* He declares war 
against Izates^ iii. l65. 

Volumnius, procurator of Syria, ii. 
413, 425, iii. 337. 

V6nones, iii. 60. 

Vow of Jephtha to sacrifice his 
daughter, neither lawful nor ac- 
ceptable to God, i. 249. 

Ures, L 392. 

Uriah slain, i. 346. 

Urias, iiigh-priest, ii. 67* 

Uz, i. 26. 

Uzzah smitten by God for touching 
the ark, i. 337. 

Uzziah, or Azariah,king of Judah, 
ii. 32. His acts and encomium, 
34. He bums incense in the 
temple, 36. He is smitten with 
the leprosy, for usurping the 
priest's office, ib. 

War not begun with foreign na- 
tions till ambassadors are sent, 
i. 204, iv. 225. 

Laif 8 of war among the Jews, i. 
204, 351. 



Jflfwish war whence bq^, iii. 400, 
et seq. 401, 415, et seg. 

Water of Bethlehem, offered to 
God by David, i. 374. 

Sea Water. See Sea. 

Witch, or necromantic woman of 
£ndor, comforts Saul, L 317* 
Her eulogium, 318. 

Women's power, ii. 95. Their cun* 
ning in preventing accusations, L 
65. Their dreas forbidden men, 
205. Fordgn women not to be 
meddled with by Jews, ii. 158. 
When divorced, cannot marry 
another without their fbrmer 
hnsband's consent, 354. Persian 
women or Irives not to be s^n 
by strangers, ii. 114. Not allow- 
ed to be witnesses, i. 193. 

Xanthicus, the Syro-Macedonian 
nameof the Jewish month Nisan, 
i. 15. And so elsewhere. 

XenCes succeeds Darius, ii. 104. 
His letter to Ezra, ib. 

Xylophoria, aJewish festival, when 
they carried wood to the temple 
for the sacrifices, iii. 417* 

Year, two beginnings of Jewish 
years, i. 15. 

Year, spreat, a period of six hun- 
dred common years, i. 19* 

Zabdiel, prince of the Arabians, 

ii. 206. 
Zabidus, an Idumean, iv. 385. 
Zachariah, king of Israel, ii. 34. 

His death, 36. 

, son of Jehoiada a pro- 
phet, is stoned, ii. 27« 
— — — the prophet, ii. 102. 

, son of Ahaz, is slain by 

Maaseiah, ii. 38. 
Zacharias, son of Phalek, iv. 77. 
Zacharis, sonof Baruch, iv. 88. He 

is murdered in the temple, 89. 
Zadoc, or Sadoc, high-priest, i. 332, 

842, 363, 370, 380, and ii. 67. 
Zalmuna, captain of the Midian- 

ites, i. 243. 
Zamaris, a Babylonian Jew, iii. 5. 
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Zarephatfa^ or Sarepta, the widow's 

habitation, i. 439- 
ZealoU, iv. 70, 75, etseq, BS, SS, 

259. 
Zeb, or Zeeb, captain of the Mi- 

dianitea, S4S. 
Zebudah, mother of Jdioii&im, ii. 

58. 
Zedekiah, a false prophet, i. 453^ 
, king of Judah, ii, 60. He 

revolts from the Babylonians, ib. 

Calls for Jeremiah's advice, 63. 

He is carried captive toBabylon, 

65. His death, 70. 
Zebina (Alexander), king of Syria, 

is conquered by Antiochus Gry- 

pus, and dies, ii. ft2S* 
Zebul, ]. 245. 
Zeno, styled Cotylas, tyrant of 

Philadelphia, ii. 224. 



Zenodorus, ii. 367> iii- 318. His 

death, ii. 369. 
Zerah, an Ethloman king, L 435. 

Defeat^ by Asa, id. 
2^eruiah, i. 325. 
•Zeuxis, ii. 152. 
Ziba, Saul's ireedman, i. 343. 
Zillah, Lamech's wife, i. 12. 
Zimri, prince of the Simeonites, i. 

181. His speech against Moses, 

ib. 
, kiUs Elah, i. 438. His 

death, »6. 
Zipporah, Moses' wife, i. 120. 
Zizus, an Avabian, ii. 245. 
Zoba (king of), i. 344. 
Zoilus, a tyrant, ii. 238. 
Zorobabel, ii. 92, 94. 
Zur, king of the Midianites, L 184s. 
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